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Preface

General topology, also called point set topology, has recently become an essential
part of the mathematical background of both graduate and undergraduate students.
This book is designed to be used either as a textbook for a formal course in topology
or as a supplement to all current standard texts. It should also be of considerable
value as a source and reference book for those who require a comprehensive and
rigorous introduction to the subject.

Each chapter begins with clear statements of pertinent definitions, principles and
theorems together with illustrative and other descriptive material. This is followed
by graded sets of solved and supplementary problems. The solved problems serve to
illustrate and amplify the theory, bring into sharp focus those fine points without
which the student continually feels himself on unsafe ground, and provide the repetition
of basic principles so vital to effective learning. Numerous proofs of theorems are
included among the solved problems. The supplementary problems serve as a complete
review of the material of each chapter.

Topics covered include the basic properties of topological, metric and normed spaces,
the separation axioms, compactness, the product topology, and connectedness. Theorems
proven include Urysohn’s lemma and metrization theorem, Tychonoff’s product theorem
and Baire’s category theorem. The last chapter, on function spaces, investigates the
topologies of pointwise, uniform and compact convergence. In addition, the first three
chapters present the required concepts of set theory, the fourth chapter treats of the
topology of the line and plane, and the appendix gives the basic principles of the
real numbers.

More material is included here than can be covered in most first courses. This
has been done to make the boock more flexible, to provide a more useful book of
reference, and to stimulate further interest in the subject.

I wish to thank many of my friends and colleagues, especially Dr. Joan Landman,
for invaluable suggestions and critical review of the manuscript. I also wish to
express my gratitude to the staff of the Schaum Publishing Company, particularly
to Jeffrey Albert and Alan Hopenwasser, for their helpful cooperation.

SEYMOUR LIPSCHUTZ

Temple University
May, 1965
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Chapter 1

Sets and Relations

SETS, ELEMENTS

The concept set appears in all branches of mathematics. Intuitively, a set is any well-
defined list or collection of objects, and will be denoted by capital letters 4,B,X,Y, . ...
The objects comprising the set are called its elements or members and will be denoted by
lower case letters a,b,z,%,.... The statement “p is an element of A” or, equivalently,
“p belongs to A is written

p EA
The negation of p € A is written p € A.

There are essentially two ways to specify a particular set. One way, if it is possible,
is by actually listing its members. For example,
A = {a,e1,0,u}

denotes the set A whose elements are the letters a,e,7,0 and . Note that the elements
are separated by commas and enclosed in braces { }. The other way is by stating those
properties which characterize the elements in the set. For example,

B = {x: z is an integer, x > 0}

which reads “B is the set of z such that x is an integer and z is greater than zero,”
denotes the set B whose elements are the positive integers. A letter, usually z, is used
to denote an arbitrary member of the set; the colon is read as ‘such that’ and the comma
as ‘and’.

Example 11: The set B above can also be written as B = {1,2,3,...}. Note that -6&B, 3€B

and = &€ B.
Example 1.2: Intervals on the real line, defined below, appear very often in mathematics. Here
a and b are real numbers with a < b.
Open interval from a to b = (a,b) = {x:a<2x<b}
Closed interval from a to & = [a,b] = {&: a =2 = b}
Open-closed interval from a to & = (a,b] = {x: a <z = b}
Closed-open interval from a to b = [a,b) = {x: a =2 < b}

The open-closed and closed-open intervals are also called half-open intervals.

Two sets A and B are equal, written A = B, if they consist of the same elements, i.e.
if each member of A belongs to B and each member of B belongs to A. The negation of
A =B is written 4 +# B.

Example 13: Let E = {x: 22—82x+2 =10}, F={2,1} and G ={1,2,2,1}. Then E=F =G.
Observe that a set does not depend on the way in which its elements are displayed.
A set remains the same if its elements are repeated or rearranged.

Sets can be finite or infintte. A set is finite if it consists of n different elements,
where n is some positive integer; otherwise a set is infinite. In particular, a set which
consists of exactly one element is called a singleton set.

1



2 SETS AND RELATIONS [CHAP. 1

SUBSETS, SUPERSETS
A set A is a subset of a set B or, equivalently, B is a superset of A, written

ACB or BDOA

iff each element in A also belongs to B; that is, if x € A implies x € B. We also say that
A is contained in B or B contains A. The negation of ACRB is written A¢B or BpA
and states that there is an v € A such that x € B.

Example 21: Consider the sets
A = {1,3,57, ...}, B = {5,10,15,20,...}
C = {x: x is prime, x > 2} = {3,5,7,11, ...}

Then C C A since every prime number greater than 2 is odd. On the other hand,
B¢A since 10 € B but 10 € A.

Example 2.2: We will let N denote the set of positive integers, Z denote the set of integers, @ de-
note the set of rational numbers and R denote the set of real numbers. Accordingly,

NcZcQCR

Observe that A CB does not exclude the possibility that A =B. In fact, we are able
to restate the definition of equality of sets as follows:

Definition: | Two sets A and B are equal if and only if ACB and BCA.

In the case that ACB but 4 +# B, we say that A is a proper subset of B or B contains
A properly. The reader should be warned that some authors use the symbol C for a
subset and the symbol C only for a proper subset.

Our first theorem follows from the preceding definitions.

Theorem 1.1: Let 4, B and C be any sets. Then (i) ACA; (ii) if ACB and BCA then
A=RB,; and (iii) if ACB and BCC then A CC.

UNIVERSAL AND NULL SETS

In any application of the theory of sets, all sets under investigation are subsets of a
fixed set. We call this set the universal set or universe of discourse and denote it in this
chapter by U. It is also convenient to introduce the concept of the empty or null set,
that is, a set which contains no elements. This set, denoted by @, is considered finite and
a subset of every other set. Thus, for any set 4, @CACU.

Example 3.1: In plane geometry, the universal set consists of all the points in the plane,
Example 3.2: Let A = {x: a2 =4, xisodd}. Then A4 is empty, ie. A = Q.

Example 3.3: Let B ={(}. Then B+# () for B contains one element.

CLASSES, COLLECTIONS, FAMILIES AND SPACES

Frequently, the members of a set are sets themselves. For example, each line in a set
of lines is a set of points. To help clarify these situations, we use the words “class”,
“collection” and “family”’ synonymously with set. Usually we use class for a set of sets,
and collection or family for a set of classes. The words subclass, subcollection and
subfamily have meanings analogous to subset.

Example 41: The members of the class {{2, 3}, {2}, {5,6}} are the sets {2, 3}, {2} and {5, 6}.
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Example 42: Consider any set A. The power set of 4, denoted by P(A) or 24, is the class of all
subsets of A. In particular, if 4 = {a, b,¢}, then

P(A) = {4, {a,b}, {a,c}, {b, ¢}, {a}, {B}, {e}, D}~
In general, if A is finite, say A has n elements, then P(4) will have 27 elements.

The word space shall mean a non-empty set which possesses some type of mathematical
structure, e.g. vector space, metric space or topological space. In such a situation, we
will call the elements in a space points.

SET OPERATIONS

The union of two sets A and B, denoted by AUB, is the set of all elements which
belong to 4 or B, i.e.,
AUB = {x:2€ A or € B}

Here “or” is used in the sense of “and/or”.
The z’ntersectz‘bn of two sets A and B, denoted by ANB, is the set of elements which
belong to both A and B, i.e, _
ANB = {z:x€ A and x € B)
Ift ANB = @, thatis, if A and B do not have any elements in common, then A and B are

said to be disjoint or non-intersecting. A class ¢4 of sets is called a disjoint class of sets
if each pair of distinct sets in <4 is disjoint.

The relative complement of a set B with respect to a set A or, simply the difference of
A and B, denoted by A\ B, is the set of elements which belong to A but which do not
belong to B. In other words,

ANEB = {x:.x€A, x€B)

Observe that A\ B and B are disjoint, i.e. (AN\B)N B = Q.

The absolute complement or, simply, complement of a set A, denoted by A¢, is the set
of elements which do not belong to A, i.e.,

Ac = {x:2z€U, x& A}

In other words, A¢ is the difference of the universal set U and A.

Example 5.1: The following diagrams, called Venn diagrams, illustrate the above set operations.
Here sets are represented by simple plane areas and U, the universal set, by the
area in the entire rectangle.

L

o

T

A\ B is shaded Ac is shaded
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Sets under the above operations satisfy various laws or identities which are listed
in the table below (Table 1). In fact, we state

Theorem 1.2: Sets satisfy the laws in Table 1.

LAWS OF THE ALGEBRA OF SETS

Idempotent Laws

la. AUA = A 1b. ANA = A
Associative Laws

2a. (AUB)UC = AU(BUCQO) 2b. (ANB)NC = An(BNC)
Commutative Laws

3a. AUB = BUA 3b. AnB = BnA
Distributive Laws

4a. AU(BNC) = (AUB)N(AUC0) 4b. AN(BUC) = (AnB)UANCQO)

Identity Laws

Ba. AU = A 5b. ANU = A

6a. AUU = U 6b. ANQ = O
Complement Laws

Ta. AUAc = U . ANAc = @

8a. (Ao = A 8. Uc=9, O9c=U
De Morgan’s Laws

9a. (AUB)c = AcnBe 9b. (ANB)c = AcUBc¢

Table 1

Remark: Each of the above laws follows from an analogous logical law. For example,
ANB = {x:2€A and x€B} = {r:x€B and x €A} = BNA

Here we use the fact that the composite statement “p and ¢”’, written p Aq, is logically
equivalent to the composite statement “q and p”, i.e. g~ D. :

The relationship between set inclusion and the above set operations follows.

Theorem 1.3: Each of the following conditions is equivalent to A CB:
(i) AnNB=A (ili) B°CAc (v) BUA*=TU
(ii) AUB = B (iv) ANB* =@

PRODUCT SETS

Let A and B be two sets. The product set of A and B, written 4 X B, consists of all
ordered pairs (a,b) where e €A and bEB, i.e.,

AXB = {{a,b): a€A, bEB}
The product of a set with itself, say A X A, will be denoted by A2,

Example 6.1: The reader is familiar with the Cartesian plane R2 = RX R (Fig. 1-1 below).
Here each point P represents an ordered pair (a, b) of real numbers and vice versa.

Example 62: Let 4 = {1,2,3} and B = {a,b}. Then
AxXB = {1, 1,b), 2a), 2Db), 3,a), 3 b)}



CHAP, 1] SETS AND RELATIONS 5
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Since A and B do not contain many elements, it is possible to represent A X B by
a coordinate diagram as shown in Fig. 1-2 above. Here the vertical lines through
the points of A and the horizontal lines through the points of B meet in 6 points
which represent A X B In the obvious way. The point P is the ordered pair (2, &).
In general, if a set A has s elements and a set B has ¢ elements, then A X B has
§ times £ elements.

Remark: The notion “ordered pair” (a,b) is defined rigorously by (a,b) = {{a}, {a,b}}
From this definition, the “order’” property may be proven:
{(a, by = (¢,d) implies a=c¢ and b=d

The concept of product set can be extended to any finite number of sets in a natural
way. The product set of the sets A,, ..., An, denoted by

Al X Ao X -+ X Aw  or [ A

consists of all m-tuples (a,,a, ...,an) where a; € 4; for each 7.

RELATIONS

A binary relation (or relation) R from a set A to a set B assigns to each pair (a,b)
in A X B exactly one of the following statements:

(i) “a is related to b”, written ¢ R b
(i) “a is not related to b”, written a R b
A relation from a set A to the same set 4 is called a relation in A.

Example 7.1:  Set inclusion is a relation in any class of sets. For, given any pair of sets A and B,
either ACB or A¢B.

Observe that any relation R from a set A to a set B uniquely defines a subset R* of
A X B as follows: R* = {(ab): aRb)

On the other hand, any subset R* of A X B defines a relation R from A to B as follows:
aRb iff (a,b)E R*

In view of the correspondence between relations R from A to B and subsets of 4 X B, we
redefine a relation by

Definition:| A relation R from 4 to B is a subset of 4 X B.

The domain of a relation R from A4 to B is the set of first coordinates of the pairs in R
and its range is the set of second coordinates, i.e.,

domain of R = {a:(a,b)€ER}, rangeofR = {b:(a,b)ER}

The inverse of R, denoted by R~, is the relation from B to 4 defined by
R = {(b,a): (a,b) ER}
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Note that B~! can be obtained by reversing the pairs in R.

Example 7.2: Consider the relation

R = {1,2), (1,3), (2,3)}
in A ={1,2,3}. Then the domain of R = {1, 2}, the range of R = {2,3}, and
R-1 = {01, &1, 38,2}

Observe that R and R~! are identical, respectively, to the relations < and > in

4, ie., _
» 1€ @b ER Iff a<bd and (0,b)ER-1 iff a>b

The identity relation in any set A, denoted by A or A,, is the set of all pairs in A X4

with equal coordinates, i.e,, A, = {(@ay:a€A)

The identity relation is also called the diagonal by virtue of its position in a coordinate
diagram of 4 X A.

EQUIVALENCE RELATIONS

A relation R in a set A, i.e. a subset B of A X 4, is termed an equivalence relation iff
it satisfies the following axioms:

[E.] For every ¢ € 4, (a,a) € R.
[E:] If (a,b) € R, then (b,a) € R.
[Es] If (a¢,b) € R and (b,c) € R, then (a,¢) € R.

In general, a relation is said to be reflexive iff it satisfies [E,], symmetric iff it satisfies [E:]
and transitive iff it satisfies [Es]. Accordingly, a relation R is an equivalence relation iff
it is reflexive, symmetric and transitive.

Example 8.1: Consider the relation C, i.e. set inclusion. Recall, by Theorem 1.1, that ACA for

every set A, and
if ACB and BCC then ACC

Hence C is both reflexive and transitive. On the other hand,
ACB and A*#B implies B¢A

Accordingly, C is not symmetric and hence is not an equivalence relation.

Example 8.2: In Euclidian geometry, similarity of triangles is an equivalence relation. For if
«, 8 and y are any triangles then: (i) « is similar to itself; (ii) if « is similar to 8,
then g is similar to o; and (iii) if « is similar to 8 and 8 is similar to y then « is
similar to y.

If R is an equivalence relation in 4, then the equivalence cldss of any element a € A4,
denoted by [«], is the set of elements to which @ is related:

[e] = {z: (a,x) € R}
The collection of equivalence classes of A, denoted by A/R, is called the quotient of A by R:
A/R = {la]l: e € A}
The quotient set A/R possesses the following properties:
Theorem 1.4: Let R be an equivalence relation in A and let [a] be the equivalence class
of a € A. Then:
(i) For every a €A, e €[al.
(i) [e]l =[b] if and only if (a,b) € E.
(ili) If [a] # [b], then [a] and [b] are disjoint.
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A class o4 of non-empty subsets of A is called a partition of A iff (1) each a €A
belongs to some member of ¢4 and (2) the members of 4 are pair-wise disjoint. Accord-
ingly, the previous theorem implies the following fundamental theorem of equivalence
relations:

Theorem 1.5: Let R be an equivalence relation in A. Then the quotient set A/R is a
partition of A.

Example 8.3: Let R5 be the relation in Z, the set of integers, defined by
x = y (mod?5)

which reads “x is congruent to ¥ modulo 5" and which means “x —y is divisible
by 5”. Then Ry is an equivalence relation in Z. There are exactly five distinct
equivalence classes in Z/Rs:

E, = {...,—10,-5,0,5,10,...} = --- = [—10] = [-5] = [0] = [5] = ---
E,={.,-9-41611,...} = --- = [-9] = [—4] = [1] = [6] =

Ey, ={...,-8-3,2712,...} = --- =[-8 =1[-3]1=12] =1[7] = ---
Ey = {...,—7,—2,8,8,13,...} c = [=7]1 =[-2] = [3] = [8] = ---
Ey={...,—6-1,4,914,...} = -« = [-6] = [-1] = [4] = [9] = ---

Observe that each integer x, which is uniquely expressible in the form x = 59+ 7
where 0 = r < 5, is a member of the equivalence class E, where » is the
remainder. Note that the equivalence classes are pairwise disjoint and that
Z — E,UE,UE,UE;UE,.

COMPOSITION OF RELATIONS

Let U be a relation from A to B and let V be a relation from B to C, ie. UCAXRB
and VcBXxC. Then the relation from A to C which consists of all ordered pairs
(a,¢) € AXC such that, for some b €B,

(¢, b) € U and (b,c) €V
is called the composition of U and V and is denoted by VoU. (The reader should be
warned that some authors denote this relation by UecV.)
It is convenient to introduce some more symbols:
3, there exists s.t., such that V, for all =, implies
We may then write:
VoU = {(z,y):2x€A, yeEC; IEB st. (x,b) €U, b,y EV}
Example 91: Let A = {1,2,3,4}, B = {x,y,2,w} and C = {5,6,7,8}, and let
U={qax), Ly 22 Gw,dw} and V = {@b5)y,6) &8, w1}

That is, U is a relation from A to B and V is a relation from B to C. We may
illustrate U and V as follows:

A

B
x
Y

2

.;_\Qw/ s*“\-s
Accordingly,

(1,5) € VoU since y€B and L,y EVU, @, EV
(1,6) € VoU since y€B and A,y €U, @, 6)0€V
38,7 € VolU since wE€B and B, w)EU, w,HEV
4,7y € VoU since w€B and 4, wyE U, (w,HEV

a o ;)



SETS AND RELATIONS [CHAP. 1

No other ordered pairs belong to Vo U, that is,
VelU = {{1,5),1,6), 3,0, 40}
Observe that V o U consists precisely of those pairs (x, ¥) for which there exists, in
the above diagram, a “path” from x € A to y € C composed of two arrows, one fol-
lowing the other. ’
Example 9.2: Let U and V be the relations in R defined by
U= {&,y: 22+y2=1} and V = {(y,2): 2y+ 32z =4}

Then the relation Vo U, the composition of U and V, can be found by eliminating
y from the two equations %242 =1 and 2y + 3z = 4. In other words,

VoU = {(x,2): 422+ 922 - 242+ 12 = 0}

Example 9.3: Let N denote the set of positive integers, and let R denote the relation < in N, i.e.
a, by ER iff a <b. Hence (¢, b)E R—1 iff « > b. Then

RoR-1' = {(xy:2y€EN; IBEN st. @& bER L, (by ER}
= {(&y:2,yEN; IDEN s.t. b<z, b<y}
= M\{1H xMN\{1}) = {xw:z2yEN; zy+1}
R-1ocR = {(@&uy:2y€EN, IbEN st (x,b)ER, by ER}
{@,y) :2yEN;, IBEN st. b>x, b>y)
= NXN

Note that RoR~1 #* R~ 1oR.

Solved Problems

SETS, ELEMENTS, SUBSETS

1.

Let A = {x:83x=6}. Does A =27

Solution:

A is the set which consists of the single element 2, i.e. A = {2}. The number 2 belongs to A; it
does not equal A. There is a basic difference between an element p and the singleton set {p}.

Determine which of the following sets are equal: @, {0}, {®}.

Solution:

Each is different from the other. The set {0} contains one element, the number zero. The set ()
contains no elements; it is the null set. The set {(J} also contains one element, the null set,

Determine whether or not each of the following sets is the null set:

i) X = {x:2>=9,2x=4}, (ii) ¥ = {x:2x»=x}, (ii) Z={x:2+8=8]}.
Solution: v

(1) There is no number which satisfies both 22 =9 and 2x = 4; hence X = Q.

(i) We assume that any object is itself, so Y is empty. In fact, some texts define the null set by
B = {x: >+ ).

(ili) The number zero satisfies x+ 8 = 8; hence Z = {0}. Accordingly, Z + (.

Prove that A = {2,3,4,5} is not a subset of B = {x:2 is even}.

Solution:
It is necessary to show that at least one member of A does not belong to B. Since 3€ A and
3& B, A is not a subset of B.
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5.

Prove Theorem 1.1 (iii): If ACB and BCC then ACC.

Solution:

We must show that each element in A also belongs to C. Let * € A. Now ACB implies x €B.
But BCC, so *€C. We have therefore shown that x € A implies x € C, or ACC.

Prove: If A is a subset of the null set ), then A=0@.

Solution:

The null set () is a subset of every set; in particular, } CA. But, by hypothesis, A C(); hence,
by Definition 1.1, A =0.

Find the power set P(S) of the set S = {1,2,3}.

Solution:

Recall that the power set P(S) of S is the class of all subsets of S. The subsets of S are
{15 2; 3}! {15 2}5 {1; 3}; {2; 3}; {1}5 {Z}J {3} and the empty set @- Hence

PS) = S, {1,38} 42,3}, {1,2}, {1}, {2}, {3}, ¥}

Note that there are 23 = 8 subsets of S.

Find the power set P(S) of S = {3, {1,4}}.
Solution:

Note first that S contains two elements, 3 and the set {1,4}. Therefore P(S) contains 22=4
elements: S itself, the empty set (), the singleton set {3} containing 3 and the singleton set {{1,4}}
containing the set {1,4}. In other words,

P = 18, 8% L4y, ¢

SET OPERATIONS

9.

10.

11.

C 12,

Let U={1,2,...,89}, A=1{1,23,4}, B={2,4,6,8 and C = {3,4,5,6).
Find: (i) A°, (ii) (ANC), (ili) B\C, (iv) (AUB)-.
Solution:
(i) Ac consists of the elements in U that are not in A; hence Ac = {5,6,7,8,9}.
(i) ANC consists of the elements in both A and C; hence
ANC = {3,4} and (ANC) = {1,2,5,6,7,8,9}
(iii) B\ C consists of the elements in B which are not in C; hence B\ C = {2,8}.
(iv) A UB consists of the elements in A or B (or both); hence
AUB = {1,2,8,4,6,8y and (AUB) = {5,7,9}

Prove: (ANBYNB = ©.
Solution: (ANB)NB = {x:x2€B, x€ A\ B}
= {x:2€B,x€A, x&€B} = ¢

since there is no element « satisfying € B and «* & B.

Prove De Morgan’s Law: (A UB) = A°N B-.
Solution: (AUuB) = {x:2x<€AUB)}
{x: 2 €A, x€B}
= {x:x€Ac, x€EB} = AcnBc

Prove: BN\ A = BN Ac.
Solution: B\A = {a:2€B, 2x€A} = {rx:2€B, x€Ac} = BnNAc¢
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13. Prove the Distributive Law: AN(BUC) = (ANBYU(ANCQ).
Solution: AN(BUC) = {x:2x€A;x2x€ BUC}
= {x:x€A;2€B or x € C}
= {x:2x€A, xEB;orx €A, xE€C}
= {x:2€ANnB or x€ ANC}
= (AnNB)U(ANC)
Observe that in the third step above we used the analogous logical law

prlavey) = (pArgvipar)
where A reads “and” and v reads “or’.

-14. Prove: For any sets A and B, ANBCACAUB.

Solution:

Let x € ANB; then x€A and *€B. In particular, x €A. Accordingly, AnNBCcA. If €A,
then x €4 or x€ B, iie. x€ AUB. Hence ACAUB. In other words, ANBCACAUB.

15. Prove Theorem 1.3 (i): ACB if and only if ANB = A.

Solution:
Suppose ACB. Let x€ A; then by hypothesis, * €B. Hence *€A4 and x€B, ie. x € ANB.
Accordingly, ACANB. But by the previous problem, ANBCA. Hence ANB = A.

On the other hand, suppose ANB = A. Then in particular, ACANB. But, by the previous
problem, ANBCB. Hence, by Theorem 1.1, ACB.

PRODUCT SETS, RELATIONS, COMPOSITION OF RELATIONS
16. Let A = {a,b}, B={2,3} and C = {3,4}. Find: (i) A X (BUC), (ii) (A XB)U(A x C).

Solution:

(i) First compute BUC = {2,3,4}. Then

AX BUC) = {(a,2),a,3),(a,4), (b,2),(b,3),(b,4)}
(ii) First find A X B and A X C:
AXB = {(a,2),(,3),(h,2),(5,3)}, AXC = {(a,3),(a,4),(b3), (b4}
Then compute the union of the two sets:
AXBYUAXCO = {(a2), a3, b 2), b 3), a4), b4}

Observe, from (i) and (ii), that A X (BUC) = (A X B)U (4 X C).

17. Prove: A X (BNC) = (AXB)N(A XC).
Solution: AX(BnC) = {xy:2€A yEBNC}
= {@y:2€A, yEB, yEC}
{@,y): (¢, y) EAXB, (¢, y) EAXC}
= AXB)N@AXCOC)

18. Let R be the relation < from A = {1,2,3,4} to B
B = {1,8,5}, ie, (a,b)ER iff a<b.

(i) Write R as a set of ordered pairs. 8
(ii) Plot R on a coordinate diagram of A X B.
(
(

iii) Find domain of R, range of E and R~'. A
iv) Find RoR™%. 1 2 3 4
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Solution:
(i) R consists of those ordered pairs (a,b) € A X B such that a < b; hence
R = { (1’ 3)’ (1’ 5)’ (2’ 3), (27 5)’ (3’ 5)’ (4! 5) }

(ii) R is displayed on the coordinate diagram of A X B as shown above.

(ili) The domain of R is the set of first coordinates of the pairs in R; hence domain of R = {1, 2, 3,4}.
The range of R is the set of second coordinates of the pairs in R; hence range of R = {3,5}.
R~1 can be obtained from R by reversing the pairs in R; hence

R_—l = {(3! 1)7 (5, 1)’ (372)) (5’ 2)? (5! 3)’ (57 4>}

(iv) To find ReR~1, construct diagrams of R~! and R as shown below. Observe that R—1, the
second factor in the product Re R~1!, is constructed first. Then

RoR™' = {@3,3),3,5),(5,3),(5,5)}

19. Let T be the relation in the set of real numbers R defined by
2Ty if both « € [n,n+1] and ¥y € [n, n+1] for some integer n
Graph the relation 7.

Solution:
T consists of the shaded squares below.

20. Let T be the relation in the set of real numbers R defined by « Ty iff 0 = z—y = 1.
(i) Express T and 77! as subsets of R X R and graph.-
(ii) Show that ToT-!' = {(x,2):|x—2| = 1}.
Solution:
i) T = {(xZy:2yER 0=r—y =1}
-t = {@yn: @€l = {@Zy: »y€ER 0=y-x=1}

The relations T and T~! are graphed below.

Graph of T Graph of T—1
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(i) By definition of composition of relations,
ToT-1 = {@2: IyER st. @, NET !, (y,2)ET}
= {(@2: WER st. (y,), W,2YET}
= {(@=2:YER st. 0=y—2=1,0=y—2=1}
Let S = {(x2:|x—2 =1}. We want to show that ToT-1 = S,
Let (x,2) belong to ToT~-1. Then 3y st. 0=y—2,y—2=1. But

=y—w,y~2=1 > y—-z2=1
> y—z=14y—=
> x2—z=1
Also, Zy—x,y—2=1 > y—2=1
> y—x=l+y-—=z
> -1=x-—=z
In other words, 0=y—2, y—2=1 > -1=z—2=1 iff |jx—2|=1

Accordingly, (®,2)€ S, ie. ToT-1CS.

Now let (x,2) belong to S; then |r—z| = 1.
Let y = max(«,2); then 0=y—2=1 and 0=y—z2=1.
Thus (#, 2) also belongs to ToT— 1, j.e. SC ToT~1, Hence ToT-1 =S8,

21. Prove: For any two relations RC X XY and SCYXZ, (SoR)"! = R"1oS"1L
Solution: (SeR)~ {(z2): (¢, ES°R}

{@&uxy: IYEY st. @,NWER, Yy,2)ES}

{Zz,2): IYEY st. ZYWES™, (y,x) ER™1}

R*l 0S~1

11

I

22. Prove: For any three relations RC WX X, SCXXY and TCYXZ, (ToS)°R =
’—'o(SoR).
Solution: (ToS)°R = {(w,2): Ix€X s.t. (w,x)ER, (x,2)E ToS}
= {(wa:Ix€EX, JyeY st. (w,)ER, (x,y) €ES, W,»»E T}
= {(w2z: WEY st (wy E€SoR, (y,2)E€ T}
= To(SeR)

REFLEXIVE, SYMMETRIC, TRANSITIVE AND EQUIVALENCE RELATIONS
23. Prove: Let R be a relation in A, i.e. R C AX A. Then:

(i) R is reflexive iff A, CR;

(ii) R is symmetric iff R=R™;

(ili) R is transitive iff RoR C R;

(iv) R reflexive implies RoR D R and RoR is reflexive;

(v) R symmetric implies RoR!' = R 1o R;

(vi) R transitive implies Ro R is transitive.

Solution:

(i) Recall that the diagonal Ay = {(a,a): a € A}, Now R is reflexive iff, for every a € 4,
(a, ) ER iff A4CR.

(ii) Follows directly from the definition of R—! and symmetric.

(iii) Let (a,¢)E RoR; then IbE A such that (a,5) ER and (b,¢) € R. But, by transitivity,
(@, b), (b,¢) € R implies (a,¢) € B. Consequently, RoR C R.

On the other hand, suppose RoRCR. If (a,b),(b,c)E R, then (a,¢)E R°RCR. In
other words, K is transitive.
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(iv) Let {(a¢,b)ER. Now, RoR = {{(a,¢): IbEA st (0,b)ER, (b,c)ER}.

But (a,b € R and, since R is reflexive, (b,b) € R. Thus (a,b)ER°R, i.e. RCR°R.
Furthermore, A4 C R C RoR implies RoR is also reflexive.

(v) RoR-1 = {(a,¢): IBE A s.t. (o, b)E R, b,0) ER}
= {{(a,¢): IbE A st. (¢,b)ER, (bcyER1}
= R-1oR

(vi) Let {a,b),(b,c) ER°R. By (iii), R°R C R; hence {(a,b),(b,c) ER. So (a,c) ERoR, iee, RoR is
transitive.

24. Consider the relation R = {(1,1), 2,8), 3,2)} in X = {1,2,3}. Determine whether
or not R is (i) reflexive, (ii) symmetric, (iii) transitive.
Solution:
(i) R is not reflexive since 2€ X but (2,2) & R.
(i) R is symmetric since R~1 = R,
(iii) R is not transitive since (3,2)€ R and (2,3 € R but (3,3) € R.

25. Consider the set N X N, i.e. the set of ordered pairs of positive integers. Let R be the
relation = in N X N which is defined by

(a,b) = {¢,d) iff ad = be
Prove that R is an equivalence relation.
Solution:
Note that, for every (a,b)E NXN, (a,b) =~ (a,b) since ab = ba; hence R is reflexive,

Suppose {a, by =~ (¢,d). Then ad = be¢, which implies ¢b =da. Hence (c¢,d) ~ (a,b) and, therefore
R is symmetric.

Now suppose (a,b)~ {(c,d) and (c,d) ~(e,f). Then ad =bc and ¢f =de. Thus
(ad)(cf) = (bc)(de)
and, by cancelling from both sides, af = be. Accordingly, (a,b) =~ (e,f) and R is transitive.
Since R is reflexive, symmetric and transitive, R is an equivalence relation.

Observe that if the ordered pair (a,b) is written as a fraction g, then the above relation R is,

in fact, the usual definition of the equality of two fractions, ie. gcc = C—%, iff ad = be.
26. Prove Theorem 1.4: Let R be an equivalence relation in A and let [a] be the equivalence
class of a € A. Then:
(i) For every a € A, a € [a].
(iiy [a]=[b] if and only if (a,b) € R.
(iii) If [a]+ [D], then [a] and [b] are disjoint.
Solution:

Proof of (i). Since R is reflexive, (a,a) € R for every a € A and therefore a € [al.

Proof of (ii). Suppose {(a,b)E R. We want to show that [a] =[b]. Let x€[bd]; then
(b,x) € R. But by hypothesis, (a,bd) € R; hence by transitivity, (a,x) € R. Accordingly, « € [a],
ie. [b] C[a]. To prove that [a] C[b], we observe that (a,d) € R implies, by symmetry, that
(b,a) € R. Then by a similar argument, we get [a] C [6]. So [a] = [b].

On the other hand, if [a] = [&], then by reflexivity, » € [#] = [a], ie. (a,b) € R.

Proof of (iii). We prove the equivalent contrapositive statement, i.e. if [a]lN[d]+ @, then
[¢]=[b]. If [aIN[b] # @, there exists an element * € A with x € [alnN[d]. Hence (@, x)ER
and (b,x) € R. By symmetry, (x,b) ER and, by transitivity, (a,b) € R. Consequently by (ii),
[a] = [b].
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Supplementary Problems

SETS, ELEMENTS, SUBSETS

27. Determine which of the following sets is the empty set:
(i) {x:1<x<2 x€R} (iii) {x: x € @}
(i) {x:1<x<2 z€EN} (iv) {x: x2<x x€R}

28. Let A = {1,2,...,8,9}, B = {2,4,6,8}, C = {1,3,5,7,9}, D = {3,4,5} and E = {3,5}. Which
of these sets can equal X if we are given the following information?

(i) X and B are disjoint, (ii) XcD and X¢B, (i) XCA and X¢C, (iv) XCC and X¢A.

29. State whether each of the following statements is true or false.

(i) Every subset of a finite set is finite. (ii) Every subset of an infinite set is infinite.

30. Discuss all inclusions and membership relations among the following three sets: @, {®}, {®, {®}}.

31. Prove that the closed interval [a, b] is not a subset of the open interval (a,b).

32. Find the power set P(U) of U = {0,1,2} and the power set P(V) of V = {0, {1,2}}.

33. State whether each of the following is true or false. Here S is any non-empty set and 25 is the
power set of 8- i) Sees (i) SC25 (i) {S}€2 (i) (S)ces

SET OPERATIONS

34. Let A =1{1,2,3,{1,2,3}}, B={1,2{1,2}}. Find: AuB, AnB, A\ B, B\ A.

35. In each of the Venn diagrams below shade: (i) AN(Bu(), (ii) C\N(ANB).

AN )

(@) (d)
36. Prove and show by Venn diagrams: Ac¢\ B¢ = B\ A.

37. (i) Prove AN(B\C) = (ANB)\ (ANCO).
(ii) Give an example to show that AU(B\ C) # (AUB)\ (4U().

38. Prove: 24N2B = 24NnB; 24 y2BC 24UB,  Give an example to show that 24U 2B s 24UB,

39. Prove Theorem 1.3: Each of the following conditions is equivalent to ACB:
i) ANB = A, (i) AUB = B, (iii) B°CA°, (iv) AnBc =@, (v) BUAc =T
(Note. ANB = A was already proven equivalent to ACB in Problem 15.)

40, Prove that AcB if (BNC)UA = BN(CUA) for any C.
PRODUCT SETS, RELATIONS, COMPOSITION OF RELATIONS
41, Prove: A X (BUC) = (A XB)U(AXCO).

42, Using the definition of ordered pair, ie. (o, b = {{a}, {a,b}}, prove that (a, b = (e, dy iff
a=c and b=d.

43. Determine the number of distinct relations from a set with m elements to a set with n elements,
where m and n are positive integers.
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44.

45.

46.

47.

Let R be the relation in the positive integers N defined by
R = {{(x,9): 2,y €EN, v+ 2y =12}

(i) Write R as a set of ordered pairs. (ii) Find domain of E, range of B and R—1. (iii) Find RoR.
(iv) Find R~ 1cR.

Consider the relation R = {4,5),(1,4), 4,6),(7,6), (3,7} in N.
(i) Find domain of R, range of B and BR~1. (ii) Find Ro R. (jiii) Find R—10oR.

Let U and V be the relations in R defined by U = {(x,y): 22+ 2y =5} and V = {{x,y): 22—y = 3}.
(i) Find VoU. (ii) Find UoV. .

Consider the relations < and = in R. Show that <UA = = where A is the diagonal.

EQUIVALENCE RELATIONS

48.

49,

50.

51,

52.

27.

31.

32.

33.

34.

State whether each of the following statements is true or false. Assume R and S are (non-empty)
relations in a set A.

(1) If R is symmetric, then B—1 is symmetric.

(2) If R is reflexive, then ENR~1 # (.

(3) If R is symmetric, then RNE~1 # @.

(4) If R and S are transitive, then RUS is transitive.
(5) If K and S are transitive, then ENS is transitive.
(6) If K and S are symmetric, then RUS is symmetric.
(7) If R and S are symmetric, then RNS is symmetric.
(8) If R and S are reflexive, then RNS is reflexive.

Consider N X N, the set of ordered pairs of positive integers. Let ~ be the relation in N X N defined by
(a,b) = (¢,d)y if a+d ="b+c

(i) Prove =~ is an equivalence relation, (ii) Find the equivalence class of (2,5), i.e. [(2,5)].

Let ~ be the relation in R defined by x ~y iff x —y is an integer. Prove that ~ is an equivalence
relation,

Let ~ be the relation in the Cartesian plane R? defined by {(x,y) ~ {(w,z) iff x = w.
Prove that ~ is an equivalence relation and graph several equivalence classes.

Let a and b be arbitrary real numbers. Furthermore, let ~ be the relation in R2 defined by
(,y) ~ (w,2zy iff IKEZ st. vx—w =ka, y—2 =kb

Prove that ~ is an equivalence relation and graph several equivalence classes.

Answers to Supplementary Problems

The sets in (ii) and (iii) are empty.
@ € [a,b] but a€ (a,b).

P(V) = {V, {0}, {{1, 2}}, 9}

G T, (i) F, (i) F, (v) T

AUB = {1,2,3,{1,2},{1,2,3}}, AnB = {1,2}, AN\ B ={3,{1,2,3}}, B\.4 = {{1,2}}.
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(i)
3. ({)C=0, A=B+#0
38. Example: A = {1}, B = {2}
43, 2mn

44' (i) R = { (10! 1); (8: 2): (6: 3); (4: 4); (2; 5) }

(ii) domain of R = {10,8,6,4,2}, rangeof R = {1,2,3,4,5},
R™1 = {(1,10),(2,8), 3,6), 4,4), 5,2)}

(iii) RoR = {(8,5),(4,4)}
(ivy R-1oR = {(10,10), (8,8), (6,6), (4,4, (2,2)}

45. (i) domain OfR = {4, 1, 7; 3}: range OfR = {5;4;6:7}: R_] = {(5!4): (4!1>! (6! 4)’ <6’ 7)’ (7’3)}
(i) R°R = {(1,5),(1,6),¢3,6)}
(iii)y R-'oR = {(4,4),(1,1),4,7,(7,4),(7,7,(3,3)}

46. VoU = {{x,y): 22+y =2}, UV = {(x,y): 42— 1220+2y+4 =0}
8. )T, T, T, OHF, BT, T, (DT, (8 T
49. (i) [2,5)1 = {1,4),(2,5),(3,6),4T, ..., n,n+3), ...}

51. %

The equivalence classes are the vertical lines.

52.
® ® ® ®
] ] ® ®
I

® ® L J ]
® ® L J ®

L @ »

N |
L ® L ®
® ® L [

The above gives a typical equivalence class. The distance between adjacent horizontal points is @ and
the distance between adjacent vertical points is b.



Chapter 2

Functions

FUNCTIONS
Suppose that to each element of a set A there is assigned a unique element of a set B;
the collection, f, of such assignments is called a function (or mapping) from (or on) A

tnto B and is written P
f:A— B or A— B

The unique element in B assigned to a € A by f is denoted by f(a), and called the value of
f at a or the image of a vunder f. The domain of f is A, the co-domain is B. To each
function f: A—> B there corresponds the relation in A X B given by

{{(a, fla)y:a € A}

We call this set the graph of f. The range of f, denoted by f[A], is the set of images, i.e.
flA] = (f(a): a € A).

Two functions f:A—->B and ¢g: A-> B are defined to be equal, written f=g, iff
f(a) = g(a) for every a €A, i.e. iff they have the same graph. Accordingly, we do not
distinguish between a function and its graph. A subset f of A X B, i.e. a relation from
A to B, is a function iff it possesses the following property:

[F] Each a € A appears as the first coordinate in exactly one ordered pair (a, d) in f.
The negation of f= g is written f+ ¢ and is the statement: 3a € A for which f(a) # g(a).

Example 1.1: Let f:R— R be the function which assigns to each real number its square, i.e. for
each x ER, f(x) = 22, Here f is a real-valued function. Its graph, {{x,2?): x ER},
is displayed in Fig. 2-1 below. The range of f is the set of non-negative real num-
bers, i.e. f[R] = {x: 2 €ER, » = 0}.

—t
- D W p

1-2

Fig. 21 Fig. 2-2

Example 1.2: Let A = {a,b,¢,d} and B = {x,y,%,w}. Then the diagram in Fig. 2-2 above
defines a function f from A into B. Here f[A] = {x,y, w}. The graph of f is the

relation
{{a, ), (b, ), (¢, ), (d, w) }

A function f:A — B is called a constant function if, for some by € B, f(a) = by
for all a € A, Hence the range f[A] of any constant function f is a singleton

set, i.e. f[A] = {by}.

Example 1.3:

17
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Consider now functions f:4->B and ¢g:B - C, illustrated below:

¥
@ - - (O
The function from A into C which maps the element ¢ € A into the element g(f(a)) of C
is called the composition or product of f and g and is denoted by go f. Hence, by definition,
(go e = g(f(e))

We remark that, if we view fC A X B and g C B X (C as relations, we have already
defined a product g-f (Chapter 1). However, these two products are the same in that
if f and g are functions then g-f is a function and g-f = gof.

If f:X->Y and A C X, then the restriction of f to A, denoted by f| A, is the function

from A into Y defined by
flA(e) = f(a¢) forall e€ A

Equivalently, f|A = fN(AXY). On the other hand, if f: X—->Y is the restriction of
some function g: X*->Y where X C X*, then g is called an extension of f.

ONE-ONE, ONTO, INVERSE AND IDENTITY FUNCTIONS

A function f: A-> B is said to be one-to-one (or one-one, or 1-1) if distinct elements
in A have distinct images, i.e. if

flo)=f@) > e=a

A function f: A - B is said to be onto (or f is a function from A onto B, or f maps
A onto B) if every b € B is the image of some a € 4, i.e. if
beB » 3a € A for which f(a) =b
Hence if f is onto, f[A] = B.

In general, the inverse relation f~! of a function f C A X B need not be a function.
However, if f is both one-one and onto, then f~! is a function from B onto A and is called
the inverse function.

The diagonal A, C AX A is a function and called the identity function on A. It is
also denoted by 14 or 1. Here, 1la(e) =a for every a€ A. Clearly, if f:A-> B, then

lyof = f = fel,
Furthermore, if f is one-one and onto, and so has an inverse function f~!, then
flef=1, and fof-'1=1,
The converse is also true:
Proposition 2.1: Let f:A—> B and ¢g:B—> A satisfy
gef=1, and fog =1,
Then f~':B-> A existsand g=f"".

Example 21: Let f:R—>R, g:R—~R and A:R—>R be defined by
flx) = ¢e*, glx) = «®—2 and h(x) = x2

The function f shown in Fig. 2-3(a) below is one-one; geometrically, this means
that each horizontal line does not contain more than one point of f. The function g
shown in Fig. 2-3(b) below is onto; geometrically this means that each horizontal
line contains at least one point of g. The function h shown in Fig. 2-3(c) below is
neither one-one nor onto, for h(2) = h(—2) = 4 and h[R] is a proper subset of R,
eg. —16 € h[R].
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/

(@) flx) = e* (b) glx) = @ —x (€) h(x) = a2

Fig. 2-3

INDEXED SETS, CARTESIAN PRODUCTS
An indexed class of sets, denoted by
{Aiziel}, {Ay,., orsimply (AJ
assigns a set A: to each i €1, i.e. is a function from [ into a class of sets. The set I is
called the index set, the sets A; are called indexed sets, and each i €I is called an indezx.

When the index set I is the set of positive integers, the indexed class {44, A4s, ...} is called
a sequence (of sets).

Example 31: For each n € N, the positive integers, let
D, = {x: x €N, x is a multiple of n}
Then D; = {1,2,3,...}, Dy = {2,4,6,...}, D3 = {3,6,9,...},

The Cartesian product of an indexed class of sets, ¢4 = {Ai:7 €1}, denoted by
[[{Ai:ie€l} or [],.,A orsimply [ A

is the set of all functions p: 1 —» U;A; such that p(i) = a; € A;. We denote such an element
of the Cartesian product by » = (ai:i €1). For each i €1 there exists a function =, X

called the ith projection function, from the product set H A; into the ith coordinate set

Ay, defined b
eHne 4 wio(<a1:i61)) = Q

Example 3.2: Recall that R3 = R X R X R consists of all 3-tuples p = {(a, as, a3) of real numbers.
Now let R, R, and Rj; denote copies of R. Then p can be viewed as a function on
I = {1,2,3} where p(l) = a; €ER;, p2) = a3 €ER; and p3) = a3 ER3 In

other words,
RB = H{Ri:iEI,Ri:R}

GENERALIZED OPERATIONS

The notion of union and intersection, originally defined for two sets, may be generali‘zed
to any class ¢4 of subsets of a universal set U. The union of the sets in ¢4, denoted by
U{A: A €4}, is the set of elements which belong to at least one set in c4:

U{A:A€eq4) = {z:x€U, JA €A st. x €A}
The intersection of the sets in ¢4, denoted by M{A: A € o4}, is the set of elements which
belong to every set in e4:
N{A:A€c4) = {xr:x€U, x€ A for every A €EcA}

For an indexed class of subsets of U, say o4 = {A;: i €1}, we write

U{di:ie€l}, Uie;4Ai or U4
for the union of the sets in ¢4, and

N{Ai:i €I}, N,;4A or N;4;
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for the intersection of the sets in 4. We will also write
U, 4 = AjUAU--- and N1 Ai = AUAU - -

for the union and intersection, respectively, of a sequence {A;, As, ...} of subsets of U.

Example 41: For each n €N, the positive integers, let D, = {z: 2 €N, 2z is a multiple of n}
(see Example 3.1), Then

U{D;:i=10} = {10,11,12,...} and N2, D, = @
Example 42: Let I = [0,1] and, for each i€ I, let A; = [0,4. Then
U;4; = [0,1] and n;4; = {0}
The distributive laws and De Morgan’s laws also hold for these generalized operations:
Theorem 2.2: For any class of sets ¢4 = {4} and any set B,
(iy BU(Ni4d) = N;(BUA) (ii) BN(Ui4A) = U;(BNA)
Theorem 2.3: Let o4 = {A;} be any class of subsets of U. Then:
1) (Ui Ay = niAi (i) (NiA) = U AL
The following theorem will be used frequently.

Theorem 2.4: Let A be any set and, for each p€ A, let G, be a subset of A such that
peG,CA. Then A = U{G,:p € A}.

Remark: In the case of an empty class () of subsets of a universal set U, it is convenient
to define
UA:A€e@} =@ and N{A: A€} = U
Hence U{di:i€@}) =@ and N{4i:i€e@) =U

ASSOCIATED SET FUNCTIONS

Let f: X—> Y. Then the image f[A] of any subset A of X is the set of images of points
in A, and the inverse image f~! [B] of any subset B of Y is the set of points in X whose
images lie in B. That is,

fl[A] = {f(x):x €A} and [ '[B] = {z:x € X, f(x) € B}

Example 5.1: Let f:R—> R be defined by f(x) =22. Then
fl{1,3,4, 7} = {1,9,16,49}, f[(1,2)] = (1,4
AISO, f~1 [{4, 9}] = {_‘3: _2, 2’ 3}’ fﬂl [(ly 4)} = (1) 2) U (_2) —1)

Thus a function f:X —>Y induces a function, also denoted by f, from the power set
P(X) of X into the power set P(Y) of Y, and a function f ! from P(Y) into P(X). The
induced functions f and f~! are called set functions since they are maps of classes (of sets)
into classes.

We remark that the associated set function f~!' is not in general the inverse of the
associated set function f. For example, if f is the function in Example 5.1, then

fef[(L,2)] = 771(1,4)] = (1,2)U(-2,-1)

Observe that different brackets are used to distinguish between a function and its associated
set functions, i.e. f(¢) denotes a value of the original function, and f[A] and f~'[B] denote
values of the associated set functions.
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The associated set functions possess various properties. In particular we state:

Theorem 2.5: Let f:X > Y. Then, for any subsets A and B of X,

(i) flAUB] = flA]U[B] (iil) AN\ B]> flA]\/[B]

(ii) f[A N B]Cf[A] N f[B] (iv) A CB implies f[A] C f[B]
and, more generally, for any indexed class {A:} of subsets of X,

(i) flui A = Ui flA] (i) fIn: A} < niflA]

The following example shows that the inclusions of (ii) and (iii) cannot in general be
replaced by equality.

Example 5.2: Consider the subsets -Ls
A = [1,2] x[1,2] and B = [1,2] X [3,4] 1,
of the plane R2 and the projection »:R2— R, into
the first coordinate set, i.e. the x-axis. Obgerve that 18
7[A]=1[1,2] and #[B]=][1,2], and that AnB = @ T2
implies #[ANB] = @. Hence ¥
2[Alnz[B] = [L,2] * 7[ANB] = N
Furthermore, AN\ B = A, so Ta q-ﬂ.ll 2

7[ANB] = [1,2] # @ =[A]\ r[B]

On the other hand, the inverse set function is much more ‘“well-behaved” in the sense
that equality holds in both cases. Namely,

Theorem 2.6: let f:X~-> Y. Then for any subsets A and B of Y,
() fHAUB] = fH{AJUf 1 [B]
(i) f'[AnB] = f1[A]N0f71[B]
(i) f{ANB] = fH{A]N\fB]
(ivy ACB implies f"'[A]C/ " |B]
and, more generally, for any indexed class {A:} of subsets of Y,
(i fH{uid] = UifTT A
(i) fTHNi A = nafTH Al
Since f~![Y] = X, we have, as a special case of (iii),
Corollary 2.7: Let f:X->Y and let ACY. Then f'[4°] = (f'[A])"
Next follows an important relationship between the two set functions.
Theorem 2.8: Let f:X—->Y andlet ACX and BCY. Then:
(i) ACftof[A] (ii) BD fof~![B]

As shown previously, the inclusion in (i) cannot in general be replaced by equality.

ALGEBRA OF REAL-VALUED FUNCTIONS

Let 7(X,R) denote the collection of all real-valued functions defined on some set X.
Many operations are inherited by ¥ (X, R) from corresponding operations in R. Specifically,
let f: X>R and g: X >R and let k€ R: then we define

(f+9): X by (f+9)(@) = f(z) + 9(x)
(k-f):X>R by (k-fix) = k(f(@)).
(f):X=>R by  (f)x) = [f(x)
(fg): X>R by  (fo)(@) = f(x)9(x)
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It is also convenient to identify the real number k € R with the constant function f(z) =%k
for every x €R. Then (f+k):X >R is the function

(f+k)z) = f(x)+ &

Observe that (fg):X - R is not the composition of f and ¢ discussed previously.

Example 6.1:

Consider the functions
f=1{@1,®,3)} and g = {(a,2),(,—1)}
with domain X = {a,b}. Then
(3f —29)(a) = 3f(a) — 29(a) 3(1) —2(2) = -1
(8f —29)(b) 3f(b) — 29(b) = 3@) —2(—-1) = 11

that iS, 3f - 29 = {(a; _1)) (b711>}

fl

Also, since |g|(x) = |g(x)] and (g +3)(x) = g(x) + 3,
gl = {(@2),(,1)} and g+3 = {(a,5),(b,2)}

The collection F(X,R) with the above operations possesses various properties of which
some are included in the next theorem.

Theorem 2.9: The collection ¥(X,R) of all real-valued functions defined on a non-empty
set X together with the above operations satisfies the following axioms
of a real linear vector space:

[Vi] The operation of addition of functions f and g satisfies:

[V:]

[Vs]

Example 6.2:

Example 6.3:

1) (F+9)+h =/F+(9+h)
2) f+9=9+f
(3) A0 € J(X,R), i.e. 0: X>R, such that f+0 =f.
(4) Foreach f€ F(X,R), 3—f€ F(X,R), i.e. —f:X > R, such that
f+(-f)=0.
The operation of scalar multiplication k£« f of a function f by a real
number k satisfies:
(1) k-(k-f) = (kk)-f
@ 1f=f
The operations of addition and scalar multiplication satisfy:
1) k-(f+g9) = k-f+k-g
2) (k+k)f=Fkf+Fk- f
Let X = {1,2,...,m}. Then each function f€ F(X,R) may be written as an
ordered m-tuple (f(1), ..., f(m)). Furthermore, if
f = (0, ..., and g = (by, ..., by

then f+g = @, +by, ag+by ..., a0yt by

and, for any k € R, kef = (kay, ..., ka,)

In this case, the real linear (vector) space F(X, R) is called m-dimensional Euclidean
space.

A function f € F(X,R) is said to be bounded iff
3M € R such that |f(x)] = M for every x € X

Let (X, R) denote the collection of all bounded functions in F(X,R). Then g(X, R)
possesses the following properties:

(i) If f,9 €B(X,R), then f+g € B(X,R).
(i) If fEBX,R) and %k ER, then k-f € B(X,R).
Any subset of F(X, R) satisfying (i) and (ii) is called a (linear) subspace of F(X, R).
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Solved Problems
FUNCTIONS

1. State whether or not each of the diagrams defines a function from A = {a,b,¢} into
B = {x,y,z}.

= = -

(i) (i) (ii1)
Solution:
(i) No. There is nothing assigned to the element b € A.
(ii) No. Two elements, x and z, are assigned to ¢ € A.
(iif) Yes.

2. Let X ={1,2,3,4}. State whether or not each of the following relations is a functiofl
from X into X.
1) f = {23),1,4,21),3,2),44)
1) g = {(3,1),(4,2),(1,1)}
(i) 2 = {(2,1),3,4),(1,4,(2,1), 4,4)}
Solution:

Recall that a subset f of X X X is a function f:X > X iff each x* € X appears as the first
coordinate in exactly one ordered pair in f.

f

(i) No. Two different ordered pairs (2, 3) and (2,1) in f have the same first coordinate.
(ii) No. The element 2 € X does not appear as the first coordinate in any ordered pair in g.

(iii) Yes. Although 2€ X appears as the first coordinate in two ordered pairs in %, these two
ordered pairs are equal.

3. Consider the functions
f=1{1€3),(2056)3,3),41),(52)}

g = {{1,4),2,1),(3,1),4,2),5,3))}
from X = {1,2,3,4,5} into X.

(i) Determine the range of f and of g.
(if) Find the composition functions gof and fog.

Solution:
(i) Recall that the range of a function is the set of image values, i.e. the set of second coordinates.
Hence range of f = {3,5,1,2}) and rangeof g = {4,1,2,3)}

(ii) Use the definition of the composition function and compute:
(goNH1) =g(f1)) =9(3) =1 (Fo9)1) = flg(1)) = f(4)
(gofN2) =g(f(2)) = g(5) =3 (Feg)(2) = flg(2)) = f(1)
(g°oNHB)=g(f(3) = 9(8) =1 (Fog)3) = flg3) = f(1)
(gohH4) =9(f4) =9(1) =4 (Fog)4)y =flg(4) = f(2) =5
(goNHB) = g(f(5) = g(2) =1 (Fog)(5) = f(g(5)) = f(3) = 3

il

1
3
3

1

In other WOI‘dS, g of = { (1, 1)’ (2: 3): (33 1)1 (4, 4>’ (5) 1>}
feg = {(1,1),(2,38),(3,3), (4,5), (5,3)}
Observe that fog # gof.
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Let the functions f:R—>R and g:R—>R be defined by
fx) = 2x+1, g(x) = 2> —2
Find formulas defining the product functions gof and fog.

Solution:
Compute gof:R— R as follows:

(geHlx) = g(f(x)) = gx+1) = Cxr+1)2—2 = 402+ 42— 1
Observe that the same answer can be found by writing
y = fley =2x+1, =z=g(y =y>—-2
and then eliminating ¥ from the two equations:
2= Y2 -2 = Qe+12 -2 = 422+ 42 — 1

Now compute fog:R - R:
(Fo(x) = flog(x)) = f@2~2) = 222 ~2)+1 = 222 —3

Prove the associative law for composition of functions, i.e. if f:A->B, g:B—>C and
h:C->D, then (hog)of = ho(gof).
Solution:

Since the associative law was proven for composition of relations in general, this result follows.
We also give a direct proof:

(hegyofila)y = (hog)fla)) = h(g(f(a)), Va€A
(ho(g oM (g of)a) = h(g(f(a))), Va€A
Hence (hog)of = ho(gof).

ONE-ONE AND ONTO FUNCTIONS

6.

Let f:A—>B, g:B—>C. Prove:
(i) If f and g are onto, then gof: A - C is onto.
(i) If f and g are one-one, then gof:A - C is one-one.

Solution:

(i) Let ¢c€C. Since ¢ is onto, 3b €B s.t. g(b) =ec¢. Since f is onto, da €A s.t. f(a) = b. But
then (gof)(a) = g(f(a)) =¢, ie. gof is also onto.

(ii) Suppose (gof)(a) = (gefa’): ie. g(f(a)) = g(f(a")). So f(a) = f(a") since g is one-one; hence
a= g since f is one-one. Accordingly, g of is also one-one.

Let A =[-1,1] andlet f:A—->A, g:A—->A and h: A~ A be defined by

f(x) = sinz, g(x) = sinrz, kh(x) = sin%x

State whether or not each of the functions is (i) one-one, (ii) onto, (iii) bijective
(i.e. one-one and onto).
Solution:

The graphs of the functions are as follows:
1
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9.

The function f is one-one; each horizontal line does not contain more than one point of f. It is
not onto since, for example, sinx # 1 for any x € A. On the other hand, g is onto; each horizontal
line contains at least one point of f. But g is not one-one since, for example, g(—1) = g(0) = 0. The
function h is both one-one and onto; each horizontal line contains exactly one point of h.

Prove: Let f:A—->B and g:B - (C be one-one and onto; then (gof)"':C—> A exists
and equals f~log~!': (C - A.
Solution:
Utilizing Proposition 2.1, we show that:
(f~log=No(gof) = 1,4 and (gefHe(f~log~1) = 1p

Using the associative law for composition of functions,

(f~leg=Nolgef) = flol(g=leo(gef))

= flo((gTlog)of)

frle(@ey)
= flef

= 14

1l

since g7log =1 and lof = f = fol. Similarly,
(gofelf~tog™t) = go(fo(f~tog1)
= go((fof~Hhog~1
ge(log™h
= gog!
= 1

When will a projection function =, : [[{4i:iel}~> Ay, A+ Q, be an onto function?

Solution:
A projection function is always onto, providing the Cartesian product [] {4;: v € I} is non-empty,
i.e. provided no A; is the empty set.

INDEXED SETS, GENERALIZED OPERATIONS

10.

11

Let A, = {zx:z is a multiple of n}, where n €N, the positive integers, and let
B; = [i,1+1], where i €Z, the integers. Find: (i) AsNAs; (ii) U{4:i:? € P}, where
P is the set of prime numbers; (iii) Bs N\ By (iv) U{Bi:t €Z}; (v) (U{Bi:1=T}) N As.
Solution:

(i)  Those numbers which are multiples of both 3 and 5 are the multiples of 15; hence A3NAg; = A,

(if)  Every positive integer except 1 is a multiple of at least one prime number; hence U{4,:71 € P} =
{2,3,4,...} = N\ {1}.
(i) By3nB, = {x:3=x=4,4=x=5} = {4}

(iv) Since every real number belongs to at least one interval [i,i+ 1], U{B;: i€ Z} = R, the set
of real numbers.

v) (UB;:i=1THNAs = {x: x is a multiple of 5, x =7} = Az \ {5} = {10,15,20,...}.

Let D, = (0, 1/n), where n €N, the positive integers. Find:
(i) DsUD; (iii) DsUD, (v) U{Di:i€ACN}
(ii) D3N Dy (iv) Dsn D, (vi) N{D::7 €N}
Solution:
(i)  Since (0,1/7)c(0,1/3), D3uD; = Ds.
(ii) Since (0,1/20)C (0,1/3), D3N Dyy = Dy
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Let m = min {s,{}, i.e. the smaller of the two numbers s and t; then D,, equals D, or D, and
contains the other. So D,UD, = D,,.

Let M = max {s, ¢}, ie. the larger of the two numbers. Then D,ND, = Dy
Let @ € A be the smallest number in A. Then WU{D;:i€ACN} = D,

If xr€R, then

FiEN st. v & (0,1/79). Hence N{D;:iE N} = Q.

12, Prove (Distributive Law) Theorem 2.2 (ii): BN (Uierdi) = U;er (BNA,).

Solution:

Bn(UiEIAi) - {.’L': .’EGB, x € UiGIAi}
= {x:x€B, I, €1 s.t wGAio}
= {x: I €I sit. xEBnAio}
= Uer(BNAy

18. Prove: Let {A::7v €I} be an indexed class of sets and let 7% €. Then

Solution:

Let x € niEI Al’
Now let ¥ E#lio.

Nierdi C Ay C Ujerdi

then « € A; for every € 1. In particular, z € Aio‘ Hence N;erA;C Aio‘
Since 4 €1, y € U;e; A Hence A‘o C Ujer 4,

14. Prove Theorem 2.4: Let A be any set and, for each p € A4, let G, be a subset of A such
that p €G, CA. Then A = U{G,:p € A4)}.
Solution:
Let x€ U{G,:p€ A}. Then Ap €A st. xz€ G,,0 C A; hence x€A, so U{G,:pE A} CA.
(In other words, if each G, is a subset of A, then the union of the G, is also a subset of A.)

Now let y € A. Then y€G,, so y€U{G,:p€ A}, Thus A C U{G,: pE€ A} and the two
sets are equal.

ASSOCIATED SET FUNCTIONS
15. Let A = {1,2,3,4,5} and let f:A—~> A be defined by the diagram:

(i)
(ii)

1 1
2 2
3 \3
)
5 5

f

Find (i) f[{1,8,5}), (i) /'[{2,3,4}],, (iii) f~*[{3,5}]

Solution:

f[{1,8,5}] = {f
F71[{2,3,4}] =

(1), £3), f(6)} = {4}
{4,1,3,5}

(iif) F~1[{3,5}] = @ since no element of A has 3 or 5 as an image.

16. Consider the function f:R - R defined by f(x) = 2. Find:

(1)

fH25}], (i)

Solution:
F-1[{25}] = {5, —5} since f(5) = 25, f(—5) =25 and since the square of no other number is 25.

(i)
(ii)

fPA-9Y = 9

fU{—9y], @ii) f[{x:x=0}], (iv) f'[{x:4=2=25}].

since the square of no real number is —9.
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17.

18.

19.

(iii) f1[{x:2x =0} = {0} since f(0) =0 =0 and since the square of every other real number is
greater than 0.

(iv) f'[{x:4= a2 =25} consists of those numbers x such that 4 = x2 =25. Accordingly,

frl{z:4 =2 =25} = [2,56|U[-5,~2]

Prove: Let f:X—>Y be one-one. Then the associated set function f:P(X)-> P(Y)
is also one-one.
Solution:

If X=¢, then P(X)={®}; hence f:PX)- P(Y) is one-one, for no two different members
of P(X) can have the same image, as there are no two different members in P(X).

If X @, P(X) has at least two members. Let A,B € P(X), but A¥*B. Then IpE€EX s.t. pEA,
PEE (or pER, p&€A). Thus f(p) € f[A] and, since f is one-one, f(p) €& f[B] (or f(p)€ f[B] and
f(p) & f[A]). Hence f[A]+ f[B], and so the induced set function is also one-one.

Prove (Theorem 2.5, (i) and (iii)): ,
(@) fl[AUB] = fIAJUf[B], (b) f[A]\\fIB]Cf[A\ B].
Solution:
(a) We first show f[AUB] C f[A]Uf[B]. Let y €f[AUB], ie. 3x€AUB s.t. f(x) =y. Then
either x €A or x € B, but . )
x€ A implies f(x) = y € f[A]
or x€B implies f(x) = y € f|B]
In either case, y € f[A] U f[B].
We now prove the reverse inclusion, i.e. f[A] U f[B] c f[JAUB]. Let y € f[A] U f[B]. Then
y € f[A] or y € f[B], but
y € f[A] implies Fx €A st flx)=y
y € f[B] implies FxE€B st. flx) =y
In either case, y = f(x) with * EAUB, ie y€ f[AUB].

(b) Let yE€fl[A|\f[B]. Then 3z €A st f(xr)~=y, but y &{f(x): x € B}. Hence x€&B, or
x €EB\ A. Accordingly, y € f[A\ B].

Prove (Theorem 2.6, (ii) and (iii)):
(@) fHANB] = fAINFHB], () FUANB] = AN B

Solution:

(a) We first show f-'[ANB] Cf1[A]Nf~1[B]. Let x€f 1[ANB]. Then flx) EANB so
flx) EA and flx) €EB, or x € f1[A] and 2 € f~1[B|. Hence z€ f~1[A] N f-1[B].

For the reverse inclusion, let 2 € f~1[A| n f~1[B]. Then f(x) €A and f(x) €EB, i.e.
flx) €A N B. Hence » € f~1[A N B].
() To show f~1JANB]cCf 1[A]\\f~1[B], assume 2 € f~1[AN\B]. Then flx)€EANB, ie
fley €A and f(x)&€B. Thus z€f 1[A] but «2&f~!1[B], ie. ®€ f1[A]\f"![B].

For the reverse inclusion, let x € f~1[A|\ f~1[B]. Then f(x) €A but f(x)E€B, ie.
flx) EAN B. Hence x € f~1[A\ Bl

ALGEBRA OF REAL-VALUED FUNCTIONS
20. Let X = {a,b,c¢} and let f,g € F(X,R) be as follows:

f = {{e,1),(b,—2),(c,3) }, g = {{a,—2),(b,0),{c, 1)}
Find: (i) f + 2¢, (i) fg — 2f, (i) F+4, (iv)|fl, (v) f>

Solution:

(i) Compute as follows: (f+2g)a) = fla) +2g(a) = 1 -4 = -3
(f + 29)b) = f(b)+29(6) = —2+0 = —2
(f+29)e) = fle) +29(c) = 3+2 =5
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In other words, f + 29 = {{(a,—3), (b, —2),{(c,5) }.
(ii)  Similarly, (fg —2a) = fla)gla) — 2f(a) = (1)(—2) — 2(1) = —4
(fg —2/)(d) = f(b)g(b) — 2f(b) = (=2)(0) — 2(—2) = 4
(fg —2f)(e) fleygle) — 2f(e) = (3)(1) —2(3) = —3

That iS, f.l] - 2f = { (0/, *_4}1 (br 4)7 (C, _3> }

(iii) Since, by definition, (f+4)(x) = f(x) + 4, add 4 to each image value, i.e. to the second
coordinate in each pair in f. Thus

f+4 = {{a,5),®,2), 0}
(iv) Since [f|(x) = |f(%)|, replace the second coordinate of each pair in f by its absolute value. Thus
Ifl = {(a, 1), (b,2), (¢, 3)}
(v) Since f2(x) = (ff)x) = f(x) f(x) = (f(x))?, replace the second coordinate of each pair in f by its
square. Thus
2 = {{a, 1), (b,4), {c, 9}

Let 0 € (X, R) be defined by 6(3:) =0 for all z € X.
Prove: For any f€ F(X,R), (i) f+0 =7 and (ii) f0 = 0.

Solution: R R R
i) (+0)x = flx)+0(x) = flx) +0 = flx) for every « € X; hence f+0 = f. Observe that
A

0 satisfies the conditions of the 0 in the axiom [V,] of Theorem 2.9.

(i) (F0)x) = f¥)0(x) = f(z)+(0) = 0 = 0(x) forall x €X; hence 70 = 0.

Prove: ¥(X,R) satisfies the axiom [V3;] of Theorem 2.9, ie. if f,g € F(X,R) and
k,k € R, then:

i) k-(f+9) =k f+k-g, (@) (B+E)F =Fk-f+FK-f

Solution:

(i) k- (f+)lx) = k[f+a)@)] = Kk[f(®)+g@)] = kfx) + kig)
kef+k-g)xe) = (klx) + (k-g)x) = k(f(x) + k(g(x))

for all x€X; hence k*(f+g) = k<f+k+g. Observe that we use the fact that k, f(x) and
g(x) are real numbers and satisfy the distributive law.

(ii) ((K+FK)sfie) = (E+K)fle) = Kkf(x)) + K (f(x))
(kef+K-Hax)y = F-Hla) + K-Hx) = k) + F{f)
for all x € X; so (k+FK)f = kef+k-f.

Supplementary Problems

FUNCTIONS

23.

24.

20—5 if x>2

, = 3x+1.
w2 =2 if w=g’ IO =T

Let f:R>R and g:R~—> R be defined by f(x) = {
Find (i) f(—2), (ii) g(—3), (iii) f(4), (iv) (g°/)(1), (v) (f°9)2), (vi) (fo[)3).

Let f:R—>R and g:R—> R be defined by f(x) = 22+ 32+ 1, g(x) = 2x¢— 3.
Find formulas which define the composition functions (i) fog, (ii) geof, (iii) fof.
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25.

26.

27,

Let kx: X - X be a constant function. Prove that for any function f: X-> X, kof = k. What can
be said about fok?

Consider the function f(x) =  where x € R, x = 0. State whether or not each of the following
functions is an extension of f.

(i) g1(x) =|2| forall xER (iii) gg(®) = (x4 [2])/2 forall z€ER
(ii) go(x) = @ where « € [—1,1] (iv) 1zg:R—R

Let AcX and let f: X =Y. The inclusion function j from A into X, denoted by j:A cCc X, is
defined by j(a) = a for all a €A. Show that f|A, the restriction of f to A, equals the composition
foj,ie. flA = foj.

ONE-ONE, ONTO, INYERSE AND IDENTITY FUNCTIONS

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34,

35.

Prove: For any function f: A —> B, fel, = f = 1gof.
Prove: If f: A - B is both one-one and onto, then f~lof = 1, and fof~1 = 1.
Prove: If f:A—~>B and g:B—> A satisfy gof = 14, then f is one-one and g is onto.

Prove Proposition 2.1: Let f:A—>B and g:B-—> A satisfy gof = 14, and feg = 1z. Then
“1:B—-> A existsand g = f~L )

Under what conditions will the projection Tig [1{4;:iern} —>Ai0 be one-to-one?
Let f:(—~1,1) > R be defined by f(x) = «/(1—|«]). Prove that f is both one-one and onto.

Let R be an equivalence relation in a non-empty set A. The natural function » from A into the
quotient set A/R is defined by »(a) = [a], the equivalence class of a. Prove that » is an onto function.

Let f:A - B. The relation R in A defined by aRa’ iff f(a) = f(a’) is an equivalence relation.
Let ?denote the correspondence from the quotient set A/R into the range f{A] of f by ?: [a} = f(a).

(iy Prove that f: A/R - f[A] is a function which is both one-one and onto.

(ii) Prove that f = 50?0 9, where »:A - A/R is the natural function and j: f[A] c B is the
inclusion function. .
A ar L oja S B

INDEXED SETS AND GENERALIZED OPERATIONS

36.

37.

38.

39.

Let A, = {x:x is a multiple of n} = {n,2n,3n,...}, where € N, the positive integers. Find:

(i) A;nAy (i) AgnAg (Hii) A3UAs; (iv) A3NAg; (v) AUA, where st €N; (vi) A,NAg,
where s,t € N. (vii) Prove: If JCN is infinite, then N {A;:iE€J} = Q.

Let B; = (¢, ¢+ 1], an open-closed interval, where : € Z, the integers. Find:
(i) BgUBy (i) LB, (V) UlZ,Byyy
(ii) Bgn B, (iv) BsUBg 1 UBg,y sE€Z (vi) Ujez By,

Let D, = [0,1/n], S, = (0,1/#] and T, = [0, 1/n) where n €N, the positive integers. Find:
i) N{D,:n €N}, () MN{S,:n€N}, (i) N{T,:n €N}

Prove DeMorgan’s Laws: (i) (U; 4,)¢ = n; A, (i) (n;4)c = U, 4A].
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40. Let o4 = {A;:1v €I} be an indexed class of sets and let J c K cI. Prove:
(i) U{4A;:i€J} c U{A;i€K), (i) N{4;:i€J) D N{A4;: i €K}

ASSOCIATED SET FUNCTIONS

4. Let f:R-R be defined by f(x) = «2+1. Find: (i) f[{~1,0,1}], (ii) f~1[{10,17}], (i) f[(—2.2)],
(iv) f~1[(5,10)], (v) f[R], (vi) f~1[R].

42, Prove: A function f: X —>Y is one-one if and only if f[ANB] = f[A]n f[B], for all subsets A and
B of X.

43. Prove: Let f: X > Y. Then, for any subsets A and B of X,
(@) f[ANB] c flA] n f(B], () A C B implies f[A] C f[B]

44, Prove: Let f: X - Y. Then, for any subsets A and B of Y,
(@) f~1[AUB| = f1[AlUf1[B], (b) A CB implies f~1[A] C f~1[B]

45. Prove Theorem 2.8: Let f:X =Y andlet AcX and BCcY. Then
(i) A c f-1of[A], (ii) B D fof~1[B]

46. Prove: Let f: X —Y be onto. Then the associated set function f: P(X)— P(Y) is also onto.

47. Prove: A function f:X Y is both one-one and onto if and only if f[Ac] = (f[A])c for every
subset A of X.

48. Prove: A function f:X =Y is one-one if and only if A = f~10f[A] for every subset'4 of X.

ALGEBRA OF REAL-VALUED FUNCTIONS
49. Let X = {a,b,c} and let f and g be the following real valued functions on X:

f = { (a, 2); (b: —3>: (C, —1> }.- g = {(CL, —2>, (br 0>’ (¢, 1> }
Find (i) 8f, (ii) 2f — bg, (iii) fg, (iv) Ifl, (v) f3, (vi) |8F— fgl.

50. Let A be any subset of a universal set U. Then the real-valued function X," U - R defined by

{1 if x€A

X
x,(%) 0if e A

is called the characteristic function of A. Prove:

D x4 0p = XXy () X405 T X, T x5 = xqp () x4\ 57 X, 7 X405

51. Prove: ¥(X,R) satisfies the axiom [V3] of Theorem 2.9; ie. if f€ F(X,R) and k,k’ €R, then
(i) ke(k'-f) = (KK")«f, (i) 1-f=Ff

52. For each k €R, let ke F(X,R) denote the constant function ;c\(x) =k for all x€ X.

(i) Show that the collection ( of constant functions, i.e. = {/IZ: k € R}, is a linear subspace of
F(X,R).

(ii) Let a:( =R be defined by a(]?) = k. Show that a is both one-one and onto and that, for
k, k' €R, A
i . ak+ %) = alk) + (k)
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23.

24,

26.

32,

3s.

31.

38.

41,

49,

Answers to Supplementary Problems
(i) 0, (i) —8, (ii) 3, (iv) -2, (v) 9, (vi) —1
() (fog)o) = da2—6a+1, (ii) (gof)ia) = 222 +6x—1, (iil) (fof)(x) = 2!+ 63 + 142+ 152+ 5
The function fok is a constant function,
(i) yes, (il) no, (iii) yes, (iv) yes
A, is a singleton set, say A; = {a;}, for i1,
(i) Ay (1) Agyg, (1H1) Ay, (iv) Agg, (v) A, (vi) Ag
(i) (4,6], (i) @, (i) (4,21}, (iv) (5,8+3], (v) (s,s+16], (vi) R
() {0}, (i) @, (i) {0}
() {1,2}, (i) {3,—8,4,—4}, (i) 1,5), (iv) (—8,—2), (2,3), (v) {z:2=1}, (vi R

G) 37 = {(a,6), &9, (6—3))

i) 2f —5g = {(a14), B,—6), (¢,~T}
(i) fo = { (@ —4), (5,0) @1}

v) 1A = {2, ®,3), N}

W = {(@8), ® 2D, 1)}

(vi) [3F—Fgl = {(a, 10 (8,9, (¢, 2)}



Chapter 3

Cardinality, Order

EQUIVALENT SETS

A set A is called equivalent to a set B, written A ~ B, if there exists a function f: A > B
which is one-one and onto. The function f is then said to define a one-to-one correspond-
ence between the sets A and B.

A set is finite iff it is empty or equivalent to {1,2,...,%} for some n €N; otherwise
it is said to be infinite. Clearly two finite sets are equivalent iff they contain the same

number of elements. Hence, for finite sets, equivalence corresponds to the usual meaning
of two sets containing the same number of elements.

Example 11: Let N = {1,2,3,...} and E = {2,4,6,...}. The function f:N - E defined by
f(x) = 22 is both one-one and onto; hence N is equivalent to E.

Example 1.2:  The function f:(—1,1)~ R defined by f(x) = #/(1 —|x|) is both one-one and onto.
Hence the open interval (—1,1) is equivalent to R, the set of real numbers.

Observe that an infinite set can be equivalent to a proper subset of itself. This
property is true of infinite sets generally.

Proposition 3.1: The relation in any collection of sets defined by A ~B is an equivalence
relation,

DENUMERABLE AND COUNTABLE SETS

Let N be the set of positive integers {1,2,3,...}. A set X is called denumerable and
is said to have cardinality 8, (read: aleph-null) iff it is equivalent to N. A set is called
countable iff it is finite or denumerable.

Example 21: The set of terms in any infinite sequence

a/l, a'zy a’3, e
of distinct terms is denumerable, for a sequence is essentially a function f(n) = a,
whose domain is N. So if the a, are distinct, the function is one-one and onto.
Accordingly, each of the following sets is denumerable:

{1) %’%{""}, {1, —-_2,3’_4”"}’ {(1’1')) <4’8>’ <9’27>! “"(n2,n3>’ e }
Example 2.2: Consider the product set N X N as exhibited below.
1, 1) 1, 2)y~—=(1, 3) {1, 4) —-

v
/-

1 22 23 24

(3 L 32 33

"

4, 1) 4, 2)

/

(3, 4)

N
NN

43 (4h

\\
~
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The set N X N can be written in an infinite sequence of distinct elements as follows:
1,1, 2, 1), 1,2), 1,3), (2,2), ...

{Note that the sequence is determined by “following the arrows” in the above
diagram.) Thus we see that N X N is denumerable.

Example 23: Let M = {0,1,2,3,...} = NuU{0}. Now each positive integer a € N can be
written uniquely in the form a = 27(2s+1) where #,s€ M. The function
fiN—->M X M defined by fla) = (9

where » and s are as above, is one-one and onto. Hence M X M is denumerable,
Note that N X N is a subset of M X M.

The following theorems concern denumerable and countable sets.

Theorem 3.2: Every infinite set contains a denumerable subset.
Theorem 3.3: Every subset of a countable set is countable.

Lemma 34: Let {A: A, ...} be a denumerable disjoint class of denumerable sets.
Then U;~,A; is also denumerable.

Theorem 3.5: Let {A::i €I} be a countable class of countable sets, i.e. I is countable
and A; is countable for each 1 €1, Then U{4::7 €I} is countable.

A set which is neither finite nor denumerable is said to be non-denumerable or non-
countable,

THE CONTINUUM

Not every infinite set is denumerable; in fact, the next theorem gives a specific and
extremely important example,

Theorem 3.6: The unit interval [0, 1] is non-denumerable,

A set X is said to have the power of the continuum or is said to have cardinality ¢ iff
it is equivalent to the unit interval [0, 1].

We show, in a solved problem, that every interval, open or closed, has cardinality ec.
By Example 1.2, the open interval (-1, 1) is equivalent to R. Hence,

Proposition 3.7: R, the set of real numbers, has cardinality ec.

SCHROEDER-BERNSTEIN THEOREM
We write A < B if A is equivalent to a subset of B, i.e.,
AZB iff 3 B*¥CB suchthat A~ B*
We also write A <B if A<B but A+ B, i.e. A is not equivalent to B.

Example 3.1:  Since N is a subset of R, we may write N <R, On the other hand, by Proposition
3.7, R is not denumerable, i,e. R # N, Accordingly, N <R.

Given any pair of sets A and B, then at least one of the following must be true:
(i) A~B, (ii) A<Bor B<A, (iiiy A<B and B<SA, (iviA£B, A+B and B£A

The celebrated Schroeder-Bernstein Theorem states that, in Case (iii) above, A is
equivalent to B. Namely,

Theorem (Schroeder-Bernstein) 3.8: If A <B and B <A, then A~ B.

The Schroeder-Bernstein Theorem can be restated as follows:
Theorem 3.8: Let XOYDOX; and let X~X;. Then X~Y.
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We remark that Case (iv) above is impossible. That is,

Theorem (Law of Trichotomy) 3.9: Given any pair of sets A and B, either A<B, A~B
or B<A.

CONCEPT OF CARDINALITY

If A is equivalent to B, i.e. A~ B, then we say that A and B have the same cardinal
number or cardinality. We write #(A) for “the cardinal number (or cardinality) of A”. So

#(A)=#(B) ifft A~B
On the other hand, if A <B then we say that A has cardinality less than B or B has
cardinality greater than A, That is,

#(A) < #(B) it A<B
So #(A)=#(B) ifft A<XB. Accordingly, the Schroeder-Bernstein Theorem can be re-
stated as follows:
Theorem 3.8: If #(A)= #(B) and #(B) = #(A), then #(A)= #(B).

The cardinal number of each of the sets

0, {0} {9, {91}, {9, {9}, {D, {D}}}

is denoted by 0,1,2,3,..., respectively, and is called a finite cardinal. The cardinal
numbers of N and [0, 1] are denoted by

8, = #(V), ¢ = #([0,1])

Accordingly, we may write 0<1<2<3< <y, <e

CANTOR’'S THEOREM AND THE CONTINUUM HYPOTHESIS

It is natural to ask if there are infinite cardinal numbers other than %, and ¢. The
answer is yes. In fact, Cantor’s Theorem determines a set with cardinality greater than
any given set. Namely,

Theorem (Cantor) 3.10: The power set P(A) of any set A has cardinality greater than A.

It is also natural to ask if there exists a set whose cardinality lies between 8, and ec.
The conjecture that the answer to this question is negative is known as the Continuum
Hypothesis, That is,

Continuum Hypothesis: There does not exist a set A with the property that 8, < #(4) <e.

In 1963 it was shown that the Continuum Hypothesis is independent of our axioms
of set theory in somewhat the same sense that Euclid’s Fifth Postulate on parallel lines
is independent of the other axioms of geometry.

PARTIALLY ORDERED SETS

A relation 5 in a set A is called a partial order (or order) on A iff, for every a,b,c € A:
(i) ¢ ga; (ii) a b and b<a implies ¢=b; and (iii) ¢ b and b<c implies ¢ <¢. The
set A together with the partial order, i.e. the pair (4, %), is called a partially ordered set.
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Recall that a relation is reflexive iff it satisfies (i), and transitive ift it satisfies (iii).
A relation is said to be anti-symmetric iff it satisfies (ii). In other words, a partial order
is a reflexive, anti-symmetric, transitive relation.

Example 41:  Set inclusion is a partial order in any class of sets since: (i) ACA for any set 4;
(il) AcB and BCA implies A=B; and (ili) AcB and BcC implies A cC.

Example 4.2: Let A be any set of real numbers. Then the relation in A defined by =y is a
partial order and is called the natural order in A.

Example 43: Let X = {a,b,¢,d,e}. Then the diagram
a
b / \ .
N7,

defines a partial order in X as follows: <y iff * =y or if one can go from
2 to y in the diagram, always moving in the indicated direction, i.e. upward.

If a<b in an ordered set, then we say that a precedes or is smaller than b and that
b follows or dominates or is larger than a. Furthermore, we write a <b if a < b but a# 0.

A partially ordered set A is said to be totally (or linearly) ordered if, for every a,b €A,
either a <b or b<a. R, the set of real numbers, with the natural order defined by *=y
is an example of a totally ordered set.

Example 44: Let A and B be totally ordered. Then the product set A X B can be totally
ordered as follows:
(a,b) <(@,b) if a<a orif a=da and b<Db’
This order is called the lexicographical order of A X B since it is similar to the

way words are arranged in a dictionary.

Remark: If a relation R in a set A defines a partial order, i.e. is reflexive, anti-symmetric
and transitive, then the inverse relation B! is also a partial order; it is called
the inverse order.

SUBSETS OF ORDERED SETS

Let A be a subset of 7/a partially ordered set X. Then the order in X induces an
order in A in the following natural way: If a,b€ A, then a<b as elements in A iff
a b as elements in X. More precisely, if E is a partial order in X, then the relation
Rs = RBN(A X A), called the restriction of E to A, is a partial order in A. The ordered set
(A, E4) is called a (partially ordered) subset of the ordered set (X, R).

Some subsets of a partially ordered set X may, in fact, be totally ordered. Clearly
if X itself is totally ordered, every subset of X will also be totally ordered.

Example 5.1: Consider the partial order in W = {a,b,¢c,d,e} defined by the diagram

a\c/b
N

The sets {a,¢,d} and {b,e} are totally ordered subsets; the sets {a, b, ¢} and {d,e}
are not totally ordered subsets.

FIRST AND LAST ELEMENTS

Let X be an ordered set. An element ao € X is a first or smallest element of X iff
a0 <z for all x € X. Analogously, an element bo € X is a last or largest element of X
iff z<by forall z €X.
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Example 6.1: Let X = {a,b,¢,d, e} be ordered by the diagram

a
b / \ c
N, N\,
Then a is a last element since a follows every element. Note that X has no first

element. The element d is not a first element since d does not precede e.

Example 6.2: The positive integers N with the natural order has 1 as a first element. The
integers Z with the natural order has no first element and no last element.

MAXIMAL AND MINIMAL ELEMENTS

Let X be an ordered set. An element ap€ X is maximal iff ap<z implies z=a, i.e.
if no element follows ao except itself. Similarly, an element by € X is minimal iff x < by
implies x = by, i.e. if no element precedes by except itself.

Example 7.1: Let X = {a,b,c,d,e} be ordered by the diagram in Example 6.1. Then both d
and e are minimal elements. The element o is a2 maximal element.

Example 7.2: Although R with the natural order is totally ordered it has no minimal and no
maximal elements.

Example 7.3: Let A = {ay,a5,...,0,,} be a finite totally ordered set. Then A contains pre-
cisely one minimal element and precisely one maximal element, denoted respec-
tively b
vy min{ay, ..., a,} and max {&y, ..., &y}

UPPER AND LOWER BOUNDS

Let A be a subset of a partially ordered set X. An element m €X is a lower bound
of A iff m<x for all x €A, i.e. if m precedes every element in A. If some lower bound
of A follows every other lower bound of A, then it is called the greatest lower bound
(g.1l.b.) or infimum of A and is denoted by inf(A).

Similarly, an element M € X is an upper bound of A iff xt <M for all x €A, ie. if
M follows every element in A. If some upper bound of A precedes every other upper
bound of A, then it is called the least upper bound (lL.u.b.) or supremum of A and is denoted
by sup (4).

A is said to be bounded above if it has an upper bound, and bounded below if it has a
lower bound. If A has both an upper and lower bound, then it is said to be bounded.

Example 8.1: Let X = {a,b,c,d,¢,f,9} be ordered by the following diagram:

@ b
<
) / \6 5
f ‘)\ﬂ
Let B = {e¢,d,e}. Then a,  and ¢ are upper bounds of B, and f is the only lower

bound of B. Note that g is not a lower bound of B since g does not precede d.
Furthermore, ¢ = sup (B) belongs to B, while f = inf (B) does not belong to B.

Example 8.2: Let A be a bounded set of real numbers. Then a fundamental theorem abbut real
numbers states that, under the natural order, inf (4) and sup (A) exist.
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Example 83: Let Q be the set of rational numbers. Let
B = {x:2€Q,x>0,2<a2<3}

that is, B consists of those rational points which lie between \/§ and \/_3- on the
real line. Then B has an infinite number of upper and lower bounds, but inf (B)
and sup (B) do not exist. Note that the real numbers V2 and \/_3- do not Lelong to Q
and cannot be considered as upper or lower bounds of B.

ZORN’'S LEMMA

Zorn’s Lemma is one of the most important tools in mathematics; it asserts the

existence of certain types of elements although no constructive process is given to find
these elements.

Zorn’s Lemma 3.11: Let X be a non-empty partially ordered set in which every totally

ordered subset has an upper bound. Then X contains at least one
maximal element.

Remark. Zorn’s Lemma is equivalent to the classical Axiom of Choice and the Well-

ordering Principle. The proof of this fact, which uses the concept of ordinal
numbers, is beyond the scope of this text.

Solved Problems

EQUIVALENT SETS, DENUMERABLE SETS

1.

Consider the concentric circles
Cr = {(x,y): 2 +y*=a%}, Co = {((x,¥): a®>+y? = b?}

where, say 0 <a < b. Establish, geometrically, a one-
to-one correspondence between C, and Co.

Solution:

Let x € Cy. Consider the function f:C5~ C;, where f(x) ‘
is the point of intersection of the radius from the center of C,
{and C,) to =, and C,, as shown in the adjacent diagram.

Note that f is both one-one and onto. Thus f defines a one-
to-one correspondence between C; and C,.

Prove: The set of rational numbers is denumerable.

Let Q* be the set of positive rational numbers and let Q— be the set of negative rational numbers.
Then Q = Q~ U {0} U Q* is the set of rational numbers.

Let the function f: Q* - N X N be defined by

fp/le) = w, @

where p/q is any positive rational number expressed as the ratio of two positive integers. Note f is
one-one; hence Q* is equivalent to a subset of N X N. But N X N is denumerable (see Example 2.2);
hence Q* is also denumerable. Similarly Q— is denumerable. Accordingly, by Theorem 3.5, the union
of Q—, {0} and Q™, i.e. the set of rational numbers, is also denumerable,

Prove Proposition 3.1: The relation in any collection of sets defined by A~ B is an
equivalence relation. That is, (i) A~ A for any set A; (ii) if A~B then B~ A4; and
(iii) if A~ B and B~ C then A~ C.

Solution:

(i) The identity function 14: A4 > A is one-one and onto; hence A ~ A.
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(i) If A~ B, then there exists f:A —> B which is one-one and onto. But then f has an inverse
f~1: B—> A which is also one-one and onto., Hence

A~B implies B~ A

(iit) If A~PB and B~ (C, then there exist functions f: A~ B and g: B - C which are one-one
and onto. Thus the composition function gof: A - C is also one-one and onto, Hence

A~B and B~ C implies A ~C

Prove: The collection P of all pelynomials
p(x) = QG + @ + -+ Gpx™
with integral coefficients, i.e. where ao, a4, ...,a» are integers, is denumerable.

Solution:
For each pair of positive integers (n,m) € NXN, let P,, denote the set of polynomials p(x) of

degree m in which
laol + lag|l + «++ + faul = =2

Observe that P, is finite. Accordingly,
P = WU{P,,: n,m € NXN}

is countable since it is a countable union of countable sets, In particular, since P is not finite, P is
denumerable,

A real number 7 is called an algebraic number if r is a solution to a polynomial equation

px) = @ + tax + 0 + Gna™
with integral coefficients. Prove that the set A of algebraic numbers is denumerable.
Solution:
Note, by the preceding problem, that the set £ of polynomial equations is denumerable:
E = {p(@)=0, po(x) =0, ps(x) =0, ...}
Let A; = {x: x is a solution of p,(x) = 0}

Since a polynomial of degree n can have at most n roots, each A; is finite, Hence A = U{A4;: i€ N}
is denumerable,

Prove Theorem 8.2: Every infinite set X contains a subset D which is denumerable.

Solution:

Let f:P(X)—> X be a choice function, i.e. for each non-empty subset A of X, f(4) € A. (Such
a function exists by virtue of the Axiom of Choice.) Consider the following sequence;

a; = f(X)
a; = AX\A{ey})
a3 = f(X\A{ay,a5})

a, = f(X\{aly '--’an—l})

Since X is infinite, X \\{ay,...,a,—1} is not empty for every n € N. Furthermore, since f is a
hoice function .
choice Hanction, a,#a, for i<mn

Thus the a, are distinct and D = {a;,a5, ...} is a denumerable subset of X.

Essentially, the choice function f “chooses” an element a, € X, then chooses an element a, from
those elements which “remain” in X, etc. Since X is infinite, the set of elements which “remain’” in X
is non-empty.
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7. Prove: Let X be any set and let C(X) be the collection of characteristic functions on X,
i.e. the collection of functions f:X - {1,0}. Then the power set of X is equivalent
to C(X), i.e. P(X)~ C(X).

Solution:
Let A be any subset of X, i.e. A € P(X). Let f:P(X) - C(X) be defined by
0 ifx€ A
A = =
e *a {1 if x€ A

Then f is one-one and onto. Hence P(X)~ C(X).

8. Prove: A subset of a denumerable set is either finite or denumerable, i.e. is countable.

Solution:
Let X = {a;, @, ...} be any denumerable set and let A be a subset of X. If A=), then A is
finite. If A » (0, then let n; be the least positive integer such that U, € A; let ny be the least positive

integer such that =y, > n; and anQGA; etc. Then A = {anl,anz, ...}. If the set of integers
{n;; My, ...} is bounded, then A is finite. Otherwise A is denumerable,

9. Prove Theorem 38.3: Every subset of a countable set is countable.

Solution:
If X is countable, then X is either finite or denumerable. In either case, its subsets are countable,

10. Prove Lemma 3.4: Let {4 Az, ...} be a denumerable disjoint class of denumerable
sets. Then UL, A; is denumerable.

Solution:
Since the sets A; are denumerable, we can write
Ay = o049 Uz, - - -}
Ay = {ag, Gg, 03, .0}

......................

----------------------

Then Uj=;4; = {a;: (i,j) € NXN}. The function f:Uj=; A;> N X N defined by f(a;) = (7
is clearly one-one and onto. Hence U;—; A; is denumerable since N X N is denumerable,

11. Prove: Let A be an infinite set, let B = {by, bs, ...} be denumerable, and let A and B
be disjoint. Then AUB ~ A.

Solution:
Since A is infinite, A contains a denumerable subset D = {d;,dy, ...}. Let f:AUB = A be
defined by the following diagram:

AUB = (A\D)u(@DuB) = u{dl,dz,d3,...,b1,b2,b3,..
\__\ \//j/
N

N U A

A = (A\D)UD = @ U{dbd2’d3’d4’d5’d6’---
In other words,
x if x€ A\ D
fley = dop,—y if x=d,

d2n if X = bn

Observe that f is one-one and onto; hence AUB ~ A.
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CONTINUUM, CARDINALITY
12. Prove that the intervals (0, 1), [0,1) and (0, 1] have cardinality ¢, i.e. is equivalent to [0,1].

Solution:
(i) Note that [0, 1]

{0,1,1/2,1/3, ...} U 4, (0,1) = {1/2,1/3,1/4, ...} U A
where A = [0,1]1\{0,1,1/2,1/3, ...} = (0,1)\{1/2,1/3,1/4, ...}

Consider the function £:]0,1] = (0,1) defined by the following diagram

{0,1,1/2,1/3, ...} U A

14
{1/2,1/3,1/4,1/5, ...} U A
In other words,
1/2 if x=20
fle) = 1/n+2) if x=1/m, nEN
x if %0, 1/n, n€EN, Le,if xrEA

The function f is one-one and onto. Accordingly, [0,1] ~ (0,1).
(ii) The function f:[0,1] = [0,1) defined by
e = {ll(n-i-l) i‘f x=1/n, nEN
x if x+#*<1/n, nEN
is one-one and onto. (It is similar to the function in Part (i)). Hence [0,1] ~ [0,1).

(iii) Let f:[0,1) >(0,1] be defined by f(®) = 1—%. Then f is one-one and onto. Hence
{0,1) ~ (0,1} and, by transitivity, [0,1] ~ (0,1].

In other words, (0,1), {0,1) and (0,1] have cardinality e.

13. Prove: Each of the following intervals has the power of the continuum, i.e. has
cardinality ¢: la, b}, (a,b), |a,b) and (a,b]. Here a <b.
Solution:
Let each of the following functions be defined by f(x) = a + (b —a)ax:
0.1 L @] o) @y 0n L@y 01D @

Each function is one-one and onto. Hence by the preceding problem and Proposition 3.1, each interval
is equivalent to [0, 1], i.e. has cardinality e.

14. Prove Theorem 3.6: The unit interval A = [0,1] is non-denumerable.

Solution:
Method 1. Assume the contrary; then

A = {ap xy, %3, ..}
i.e. the elements of A can be written in a sequence.

Each element in A can be written in the form of an infinite decimal as follows:

Xy = 0. Q11 O Q13 oo Ay o0
Xy = 0. Aoy Qoo A3 o oe Aoy oo
23 = 0.03 @33 033 ... O3y ...

.............................

.............................
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15.

where a; € {0,1,...,9} and where each decimal contains an infinite number of non-zero elements,
i.e. for those numbers which can be written in the form of a decimal in two ways, e.g.,
1/2 = .5000... = .4999...

we write the infinite decimal in which all except a finite set of digits are nines.

Now construct the real number
y = 0.bbgbs... 05, ..

which will belong to A, in the following way: choose b, so b, a;; and b, %0, choose by 50 by agy
and by 0, ete.

Observe that y %, since b, # 4y, Yo7 ®p since by ¥ @y, ete,, that is, y~ z,, for n EN. Henece
y & A, which is impossible. Thus the assumption that A is denumerable has led to a contradiction.
Consequently, A is non-denumerable.
Method 2. Assume the contrary. Then, as above,
A = {xy, 2,25 ...}
Now construct a sequence of closed intervals as follows: Consider the following three closed
sub-intervals of A = [0,1}, )
0. 8, %3 [E 1 &)

each having length 1. Now x; cannot belong to all three intervals. Let I, = [a;,b;] be one of the
intervals in (1) such that x, €1,
Now consider the following three closed sub-intervals of I, = [ay,b,],
[a1, a; + 31 [an+ 3, 0+ 2, (@) + 3, b} (2)
each having length f. Similarly, let I, be one of the intervals in (2) such that xz, & I,.

By continuing in this manner, we obtain a sequence of closed intervals

L,oI,0I3D - (3)
such that =z, &1, for all n € N. By the Nested Interval Property (see Appendix A) of the real
numbers, there exists a real number y€A = [0,1] such that y belongs to every interval in (3). But

YyE€EA = {x,%3, ...} 1mplies y = Pm, for some my EN

Then by our construction y = L & I'"o’ which contradicts the fact that y belongs to every interval

in (3). Thus our assumption that A is denumerable has led to a contradiction. In other words, A is
non-denumerable.

Prove Theorem (Schroeder-Bernstein) 3.8: Let X DY D X, and let X ~ X;; then X~ Y.

Solution:
Since X ~ X,, there exists a function f:X — X, which is one-one and onto. But XDY; hence
the restriction of f to Y, which we shall also denote by f, is also one-one. So Y is equivalent to a
subset of X, i.e. Y ~Y, where
! ! XDOYDX, 0V,

and f:Y > Y, is one-one and onto. But now YDX;; hence, for similar reasons, X ~ X, where
XDoYDOX, DY, 01X,

and f:X; > X, is one-one and onto. Consequently, there exist equivalent sets X;, X, X3,... and
equivalent sets Y,,Y,, Y5, ... such that

XDOYDOX DYy DX;,D0Yy;D -

Let B = XnYnXx;n¥Yy,nX,n¥yn---
Then X = X\Yud\X)uX;\Y)u---uUB
Y = \X)uEX\Y)u T \Xy)u---UB

Note further that (XN\Y) ~ (X;\Y) ~ (Xo\Yy) ~ -

Specifically, the function 7:(X,\Y,) = (X,+1\ ¥Yp+)) is one-one and onto.
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Consider the function g:X = Y defined by the following diagram:

QD D ®
@..’b NG

In other words,  [H®) if x€X\Y,or x€EX\Y
o(z) = x if x€Y,\X;,or x€B

Then g is one-one and onto. Therefore X ~ Y.

16. Prove Theorem (Cantor) 3.10: The power set P(A) of any arbitrary set A has
cardinality greater than A, i.e. A <P(A) and hence #(A4) < #(P(A4)).
Solution: .
The function g: A — P(A) which sends each element a€A into the singleton set {a}, i.e.
g(a) = {a}, is one-one; hence A < P(4).

If we show that A is not equivalent to P(A), then the theorem will follow. Suppose the contrary,
i.e. let there exist a function f: A — P(A) which is one-one and onto. Call ¢ €A a “bad” element
if @ is not a member of the set which is its image, i.e. if a & f(a). Let B be the set of “bad”

elements, i.e.,
B = {x:2x€A, €& f(x)}

Observe that B is a subset of A, that is, B € P(4). Since f: A > P(A) is onto, there exists
an element b €A with the property that f(b) = B. Question: Is & “bad” or “good”? If b€ B then,
by definition of B, b & f(b) = B which is a contradiction. Likewise, if b€ B, then b€ f(b) = B
which is also a contradiction. Thus the original assumption, that 4 ~ ?P(A), has led to a contra-
diction. Accordingly A ~ P(A) is false, and so the theorem is true,

ORDERED SETS AND SUBSETS

17. Let N, the positive integers, be ordered as follows: each pair of elements a,a’ € N can

be written uniquely in the form

=2"2s+1), a = a"(as’+1)
where 7,7/,8,8" € {0,1,2,3,...}. Let
a<a if r<v orif r=17 but s<s’
Insert the correct symbol, < or >, between each of the following pairs of numbers.
(Here « >y iff y <ux.)
(i) 514, (ii) 6—9, (iii) 3—_20, (iv) 14__21
Solution:
The elements in N can be written as follows:

N 0 1 5 6 7
0 1 3 11 | 13 | 16
1 2 6110 |14 |18 | 22 | 26 | 30
2 4112 | 20| 28 | 36 | 44 | 52 | 60

Then a number in a higher row precedes a number in a lower row and, if two numbers are in the
same row, the number to the left precedes the number to the right. Accordingly,

i) 5<14, (i) 6>9, (iii) 8<20, (iv) 14> 21
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18. Let A = {a,b,c} be ordered as in the diagram on the right. a
Let o4 be the collection of all non-empty totally ordered subsets / \
of A, and let ¢4 be partially ordered by set inclusion. Construct b ¢
a diagram of the order of 4.

Solution:
The totally ordered subsets of A are: {a}, {b}, {¢}, {a,b}, {a,¢}. Since o4 is ordered by set
inclusion, the order of o4 is the following:

la, b} la, c}

{b}/ \{a}/ \{c}

19. Let A = {2,8,4,...}) = N\ {1}, and let A be ordered by “z divides y”. (i) Determine
the minimal elements of A. (ii) Determine the maximal elements of A.

Solution:

(1) If p€EA is a prime number, then only p divides p (since 1& A); hence all prime numbers are
minimal elements. Furthermore, if a €A is not prime, then there is a number b€ A such that
b divides a, i.e. b<a; hence a is not minimal. In other words, the minimal elements are
precisely the prime numbers.

(i) There are no maximal elements since, for every a € A, a divides 2a, for example.

20. Let B ={2,3,4,5,6,8,9,10} be ordered by “x is a multiple of ”. (i) Find all maximal
elements of B. (ii) Find all minimal elements of B.

Solution:
Construct a diagram of the order of B as follows:

/NI
1

(i) The maximal elements are 2, 3 and 5. (ii) The minimal elements are 6, 8, 9 and 10.

21. Let W = {1,2,...,7,8} be ordered as follows:
1 2
N,
7N
!\\ \6/ ‘:}\7
~. ’//
N

Consider the subset V = {4,5,6) of W. (i) Find the set of upper bounds of V.
(ii) Find the set of lower bounds of V. (iii) Does sup (V) exist? (iv) Does inf (V) exist?
Solution:

(1) Each of the elements in {1, 2, 3}, and only these elements, follows every element in ¥V and hence
is an upper bound.

(ii) Only 6 and 8 precede every element in V; hence {6, 8} is the set of lower bounds.
(ili) Since 3 is a first element in the set of upper bounds of V, sup (V) = 3. Note that 3& V.
(iv) Since 6 is a last element in the set of lower bounds of V, inf (V) = 6. Note that 6€V.
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22, Let o4 be a collection of sets partially ordered by set inclusion, and let ‘B be a sub-
collection of c4. (i) Prove that if A € o4 is an upper bound of B, then J{B: B € B} C A.
(i1y Is U{B: B € B} an upper bound of B?
Solution:

(i) let x€ U{B: B &€ B}; then 3B, € B st. x € B,. But A is an upper bound of B; so BycA
and hence *x&€ A. Accordingly, U{B: B& B} C A.

(ii) Even though B is a subcollection of 4, it need not be true that the union of members of B, i.e.
U{B: B& B}, is a member of c4. In other words, U{B:B &€ B} is an upper bound of B
if and only if it belongs to eA.

APPLICATIONS OF ZORN'S LEMMA

23. Prove: Let X be a partially ordered set. Then there exists a totally ordered subset
of X which is not a proper subset of any other totally ordered subset of X,

Solution:

Let 4 be the class of all totally ordered subsets of X. Let ¢4 be partially ordered by set inclusion.
We want to show, by Zorn’s LLemma, that ¢4 possesses a maximal element. So suppose B = {B;:1i €& I}
is a totally ordered subclass of 4. Let A = U{B;:i€I}.

Observe that B;cX forall B;€3B implies ACX

We next show that A is totally ordered. Let a,b € A; then
iB;, B, €B suchthat a€ B, b€ B,

But B is totally ordered by set inclusion; hence one of them, say B;, is a subset of the other. Conse-
quently, @,b € B;. Recall that B, € B is a totally ordered subset of X; so either a <b or b <a.
Then A is a totally ordered subset of X, and so A € 4.

But B;,CcA for all B;E B; hence A is an upper bound of B. Since every totally ordered subset
of ¢4 has an upper bound in o4, by Zorn’s Lemma, ¢4 has a maximal element, i.e. a totally ordered
subset of X which is not a proper subset of any other totally ordered subset of X.

24, Prove: Let R be a relation from A to B, i.e. R C A X B, and suppose the domain of
R is A. Then there exists a subset f* of R such that f* is a function from A into B.

Solution:

Let 4 be the class of subsets of R such that each f€ 4 is a function from a subset of A into B.
Partially order e4 by set inclusion. Observe that if f:A, > B 1is a subset of g:A;—> B then
A, CA,

Now suppose B = {fi:Ai"B},-ef is a totally ordered subset of c4. Then (see Problem 44)

f = U;f; is a function from U;A; into B. Furthermore, fCR. Hence f is an upper bound of <.
By Zorn’s Lemma, o4 possesses a maximal element f*: A% - B, If we show that A* = A, then the
theorem is proven.

Suppose A* # A, Then Fa €A st. a& A*. By hypothesis, the domain of R is A; hence
there exists an ordered pair (a,b) € R. Then f* U {(a,b)} is a function from A* U {a} into B.
But this contradicts the fact that f* is a maximal element in 4. So A* = A, and the theorem is
proven.

Supplementary Problems

EQUIVALENT SETS, CARDINALITY

25. Prove: Every infinite set is equivalent to a proper subset of itself.
26. Prove: If A and B are denumerable, then A X B is denumerable.

27. Prove: The set of points in the plane R2 with rational coordinates is denumerable,
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28,

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

A real number x is called transcendental if x is not algebraic, i.e. if x is not a solution to a polynomial
equation
@) = ag+ @@+ 0 + apem = 0

with integral coefficients (see Problem 5). For example, 7 and e are transcendental numbers.
(1) Prove that the set T of transcendental numbers is non-denumerable.

(i) Prove that T has the power of the continuum, i.e. has cardinality e.

An operation of multiplication is defined for cardinal numbers as follows:
#(A) #(B) = #(A X B)
(i) Show that the operation is well-defined, i.e.,
#(A) = #(A') and #(B) = #(B’) implies #(A) #(B) = #(A’) #(B’)
or, equivalently, A~A" and B~B' implies (A X B)~ (4" X B

(i) Prove: (@) NgRog =8y, (b) Rge=¢, (¢) cc=c.

An operation of addition is defined for cardinal numbers as follows:
#A) + #(B) = #(A X {1} U B X {2})
(i) Show that if ANB = ), then #(4) + #(B) = #(AUB).
(i) Show that the operation is well-defined, i.e.,
#(A) = #(A’) and #(B) = #(B') implies #(A) + #(B) = #(4') + #(B’)

An operation of powers is defined for cardinal numbers as follows:
#A)FB® = #({f : [:B—A))
(i) Show that if #(A) =m and #(B) = n are finite cardinals, then
#HA)#B) = mn

i.e. the operation of powers for cardinals corresponds, in the case of finite cardinals, to the usual
operation of powers of positive integers.

(i1) Show that the operation is well-defined, i.e,
#(A) = #(A’) and #(B) = #(B’) implies #(A)#B = #(A")#(B)
(iii) Prove: For any set 4, #(P(4)) = 2#(4),

Let ~ be the equivalence relation in R defined by « ~ y iff x —y is rational. Determine the cardinality
of the quotient set R/~.

Prove: The cardinal number of the class of all functions from [0, 1] into R is 2°

Prove that the following two statements of the Schroeder-Bernstein Theorem 3.8 are equivalent:
(i) If A<B and B<A, then A ~B.
() If X DY DX, and X ~ X, then X ~ Y.

Prove Theorem 3.9: Given any pair of sets A and B, either A<B, A~ B or B<A.
(Hint. Use Zorn’s Lemma.)

ORDERED SETS AND SUBSETS

36.

Let A = (N, =), the positive integers with the natural order; and let B = (N,=), the positive
integers with the inverse order. Furthermore, let A X B denote the lexicographical ordering of NX N
according to the order of A and then B. Insert the correct symbol, < or >, between each pair of
elements of N X N.

(i) 3,8)—(1,1), (i) 2,1)_(2,8), (i) 3,3)—@3,1), (iv) 4,9_(7,15)
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37,

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.
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1
Let X ={1,2,3,4,5,6}) be ordered as in the adjacent diagram. Consider f
the subset A = {2,3,4} of X. (i) Find the maximal elements of X. 2

(ii) Find the minimal elements of X. (iii) Does X have a first element? / \

(iv) Does X have a last element? (v) Find the set of upper bounds of A. 3 4
(vi) Find the set of lower bounds of A. (vil) Does sup (4) exist? (viii) Does w

inf (A) exist? 5 g

Consider @, the set of rational numbers, with the natural order, and its subset A = {x: x € Q, »3 < 3}.
(i) Is A bounded above? (ii) Is A bounded below? (iii) Does sup (4) exist? (iv) Does inf (4) exist?

Let N, the positive integers, be ordered by “x divides y”, and let ACN. (i) Does inf (4) exist?
(ii) Does sup (A) exist?

Prove: Every finite partially ordered set has a maximal element.

Give an example of an ordered set which has exactly one maximal element but does not have a last
element.

Prove: If R is a partial order on A, then R—! is also a partial order on A.

ZORN’S LEMMA

43.

44.

45.

46.

32,
36.
37.
38.
39.

41,

Consider the proof of the following statement: There exists a finite set of positive integers which is
not a proper subset of any other finite set of positive integers.

Proof. Let c4 be the class of all finite sets of positive integers. Partially order o4 by set inclusion.
Now let B = {B;: i €I} be a totally ordered subclass of c4. Consider the set A = U;B;. Observe
that B, C A for every B; € B; hence A is an upper bound of B.

Since every totally ordered subset of ¢4 has an upper bound, by Zorn’s Lemma, ¢4 has a maximal
element, a finite set which is not a proper subset of another finite set.

Question: Since the statement is clearly false, which step in the proof is incorrect?

Prove the following fact which was assumed in the proof in Problem 24: Let {f;: A;—> B} be a class
of functions which is totally ordered by set inclusion. Then U,f; is a function from U;A; into B.

Prove that the following two statements are equivalent:

(i) (Axiom of Choice.) The product [][{A,:2€ I} of a non-empty class of non-empty sets is
non-empty.

(ii) If e4 is a non-empty class of non-empty disjoint sets, then there exists a subset B C U{4:A4A €4}
such that the intersection of B and each set A € ¢4 consists of exactly one element.

Prove: If every totally ordered subset of an ordered set X has a lower bound in X, then X has a
minimal element,

Answers to Supplementary Problems
e
(1) >, (i) >, (i) <, (iv) <
(i) {1}; (i) {5,6); (iii) No; (iv) Yes, 1; (v) {1,2}; (vi) {5,6); (vii) Yes, 2; (viii) No
(1) Yes, (ii) No, (iii) No, (iv) No
(i) inf (4) exists iff A=@. (ii) sup(A) exists iff A is finite.

aQ

t

1 2 3 4

Here a is maximal but a is not a last element,



Chapter 4

Topology of the Line and Plane

REAL LINE

The set of real numbers, denoted by R, plays a dominant role in mathematics and, in
particular, in analysis. In fact, many concepts in topology are abstractions of properties
of sets of real numbers. The set R can be characterized by the statement that R is a
complete, Archimedean ordered field. These notions are explained in the Appendix. Here
we use the order relation in R to define the “usual topology” for R.

We assume the reader is familiar with the geometric representation of R by means of
the points on a straight line. As in Fig. 4-1, a point, called the origin, is chosen to repre-
sent 0 and another point, usually to the right of 0, to represent 1. Then there is a natural
way to pair off the points on the line and the real numbers, i.e. each point will represent a
unique real number and each real number will be represented by a unique point. For
this reason we refer to the line as the real line or real axis. Furthermore, we will use
the words point and number interchangeably.

Il Il -t 1 i
T Ll I T U

-2 —1 0 1 2

Fig. 4-1

OPEN SETS IN R

Let A be a set of real numbers. A point p €A is an interior point of A iff p belongs
to some open interval S; which is contained in A:

peES, CA

The set A is open (or U-open) iff each of its points is an interior point. (The significance
of U in U-open will appear in the next chapter.)

Example 1.1:  An open interval A = (a, b) is an open set, for we may choose S;, = A for each p€ A.
Example 1.2:  The real line R, itself, is open since any open interval S, must be a subset of R, i.e.
p €S, CR.

Observe that a set is not open iff there exists a point in the set that is not an interior
point,

Example 1.3:  The closed interval B = [a,b] is not an open set, for any open interval containing
a or b must contain points outside of B. Hence the end points ¢ and b are not
interior points of B.

Example 1.4: The empty set () is open since there is no point in (» which is not an interior point.

Example 1.5: The infinite open intervals, i.e. the subsets of R defined and denoted by
{x:2€R, x>0} = (a,2), {2:2€ER, x <a} = (—=,q),
{xr:x€R} = R = (—», =)
are open sets. On the other hand, the infinite closed intervals, i.e. the subsets of R
defined and denoted by

{x:x€R, x=a} = [a,%), {x:2x€R, x=a} = (—=,aq]

are not open sets, since a € R is not an interior point of either [a, ®) or (—=,al.

47
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We state two fundamental theorems about open sets.
Theorem 4.1: The union of any number of open sets in R is open.
Theorem 4.2: The intersection of any finite number of open sets in R is open.

The next example shows that the finiteness condition in the preceding theorem cannot
be removed.

Example 1.6: Consider the class of open intervals and, hence, open sets

{A, = (—Un,1/n) :n €N}, ie. {(-1,1), (-4, 1), (—L,4), ...}

Observe that the intersection
ﬂ,'f:lAn = {0}

of the open intervals consists of the single point 0 which is not an open set. In
other words, an arbitrary intersection of open sets need not be open.

ACCUMULATION POINTS

Let A be a subset of R, i.e. a set of real numbers. A point p €R is an accumulation
point or limit point of A iff every open set G containing p contains a point of A different
from p; Le., G open, p € G implies AN G\ {p})# D
The set of accumulation points of A, denoted by A’, is called the derived set of A.

Example 21: Let A = {1,-%, %,%, ...}. The point 0 is an accumulation point of A since any

open set G with 0 € G contains an open interval (—a,,a,) C G with —a; < 0 < a,
which contains points of A.

¥ T 1 ] I

T T Y 1 ? i
-1 -3 —3 3 7% 0 % § 3 i 1

Observe that the limit point 0 of A does not belong to A. Observe also that A does
not contain any other limit points; hence the derived set of A is the singleton set
{0}, ie. A’ = {0}.

Example 2.2: Consider the set Q of rational numbers. Every real number p € R is a limit point
of Q since every open set contains rational numbers, i.e. points of Q.

Example 2.3: The set of integers Z = {...,-2,-1,0,1,2,...} does not have any points of
accumulation. In other words, the derived set of Z is the empty set (.

Remark: The reader should not confuse the concept “limit point of a set” with the
different, though related, concept “limit of a sequence’”. Some of the solved
and supplementary problems will show the relationship between these two
concepts.

BOLZANO-WEIERSTRASS THEOREM

The existence or non-existence of accumulation points for various sets is an important
question in topology. Not every set, even if it is infinite as in Example 2.8, has a limit
point. There does exist, however, an important general case which gives a positive answer.

Theorem (Bolzano-Weierstrass) 4.3: Let A be a bounded, infinite set of real numbers.
Then A has at least one accumulation point.

CLOSED SETS

A subset A of R, i.e. a set of real numbers, is a closed set iff its complement Ac¢ is an
open set. A closed set can also be described in terms of its accumulation points.

Theorem 4.4: A subset A of R is closed if and only if A contains each of its points of
accumulation.
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Example 3.1: The closed interval [a,b] is a closed set since its complement (—=,a) U (b, »), the
union of two open infinite intervals, 1S open.

Example 3.2: The set 4 = {1,1,4,%,...} is not closed since, as seen in Example 2.1, 0 is a
limit point of A but does not belong to A.

Example 33: The empty set ) and the entire line R are closed sets since their complements R
and ¢, respectively, are open sets,

Sets may be neither open nor closed as seen in the next example.

Example 3.4: Consider the open-closed interval A = (a,b]. Note that A is not open since b €A
is not an interior point of A, and is not closed since ¢ € A but is a 1imit point of A,

HEINE-BOREL THEOREM

One of the most important properties of a closed and bounded interval is given in the
next theorem. Here a class of sets, ¢4 = {4;}, is said to cover a set A if A is contained
in the union of the members of o4, i.e. A C U; 4.

Theorem (Heine-Borel) 45: Let A = [c,d] be a closed and bounded interval, and let
G = {Gi: 1 €1} Dbe a class of open intervals which covers 4,.
ie. ACUiG;. Then G contains a finite subclass, say
{Gi,, - -+, Gy, }, which also covers 4, i.e,

ACG@IUG@ZU UGim
Both conditions, closed and bounded, must be satisfied by A or else the theorem is not
true. We show this by the next two examples.
Example 41: Consider the open, bounded unit interval A = (0,1). Observe that the class

_ (1 1y,
¢ = {G""<n+2’n>'nEN}

of open intervals covers A4, i.e,,

A C (%‘rl) U ('},’7%) U (%’%’) U -

Gy
A
A 1G,
o JF A -
~ ) 4
' 0 1 ) : 1
-1 0 1 3 i 1
But the union of no finite subclass of § contains A.
Example 4.2: Consider the closed infinite interval A = [1,«). The class
¢ = {(0,2),1,3),(2,4), ...}
of open intervals covers A, but no finite subclass does.
e @ 9
(3,5 = 0—
(24 = o : o
[ |
1.3 = © 1 Q |
0,2) = ¢ '. 6 ; |
- |
| l i 0 + T —
-2 -1 0 1 2 3 4

SEQUENCES

A sequence, denoted by
(81,82, ...), ($n:M EN) or (s
is a function whose domain is N = {1,2,3,...}, i.e. a sequence assigns a point s, to each
positive integer » € N. The image s» or $(n) of » €N is called the nth ferm of the sequence.
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Example 5.1: The sequences
(sn> = (1) 3) 5) s () = (—%,%:“%)ﬁ)---): (Up) = (1:0)1)0) ves)

can be defined, respectively, by the formulas

g(n) = 2n—1, tn) = (—1)V2", wn) = F1+ (-1rtY) = {1 if 7 is odd

0 if nis even
A sequence (S.: n € N) is said to be bounded if its range {s.:n € N} is a bounded set.

Example 5.2: Consider the three sequences in Example 5.1. The range of (s,) is {1,3,5,...}; so
(s,) is not a bounded sequence. The range of () is {—4,1,—%,...} which is
bounded; hence (t,) is a bounded sequence. The range of (u,) is the finite set {0, 1};
so (#,) is also a bounded sequence.
Observe that (s,:n € N) denotes a sequence and is a function. On the other hand,
{sa:m € N} denotes the range of the sequence and is a set.

CONVERGENT SEQUENCES
The usual definition of a convergent sequence is stated as follows:

Definition:] The sequence (a1, as, ...) of real numbers converges to b €R or, equivalently,

the real number b is the limit of the sequence (a»:n € N), denoted by

lima, = b lima,. = b or a,—>b

7N - 0

if for every ¢ > 0 there exists a positive integer np such that
n>ny implies |a,—b| <e

Observe that |a, —b| < ¢ means that b—¢ < a, < b +¢, or, equivalently, that a, belongs
to the open interval (b—¢ b+¢) containing b. Furthermore, since each term after the
noth lies inside the interval (b—e¢ b +¢), only the terms before a,, and there are only a
finite number of them, can lie outside the interval (b —¢ b+¢). Hence we can restate the
preceding definition as follows.

Definition:] The sequence (a.:n € N) converges to b if every open set containing b con-

tains almost all, i.e. all but a finite number, of the terms of the sequence.

Example 6.1: A constant sequence (@, @y, @y ...}, such as (1,1,1,...) or (—=3,—3,—3,...), con-
verges to a, since each open set containing a, contains every term of the sequence,

Example 6.2: Each of the sequences
(1,%,%,%,...), (1>0>“«%y0’%303i’0’“->) <19"_%‘:?13‘a*'i')--->
converges to 0 since any open interval containing 0 contains almost all of the terms
of each of the sequences.

Example 63: Consider the sequence (4,1, %, % & % 1% ...), Le. the sequence

1
PRE) if n is even
e, = 1
1-—- CICESWE) if » is odd
The points are displayed below:
a‘ az al a3 a5
Ay 1; P ru,
0 i 3 i 1

Observe that any open interval containing either 0 or 1 contains an infinite number
of the terms of the sequence. Neither 0 nor 1, however, is a limit of the sequence.
Observe, though, that 0 and 1 are accumulation points of the range of the sequence,

that is, of the set {,1,3,%4,% ...}.
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SUBSEQUENCES

Consider a sequence (ai, @z, as, ...)% If (in) is a sequence of positive integers such that
iy <% < -+, then
<ai1) aiz, aia) .- ‘)

is called a subsequence of (a.: n € N).

Example 7.1:  Consider the sequence (a,) = (1,4,4,1,...). Observe that (1,4,1,4,...) is a
subsequence of (a,), but that (1,1,1,4,%,1,...) is not a subsequence of (a,) since

1 appears before 1 in the original sequence.

Example 7.2:  Although the sequence (1,1,3,4,%,...) of Example 6.3 does not converge, it does

have convergent subsequences such as (3, 1. 4 % ---) and (%, 4,448, ...). On
the other hand, the sequence (1,3,5,...) does not have any convergent sub-
sequences.

As seen in the preceding example, sequences may or may not have convergent subse-
quences. There does exist a very important general case which gives a positive answer.

Theorem 4.6: Every bounded sequence of real numbers contains a convergent subsequence.

CAUCHY SEQUENCES

A sequence (a.:7m € N) of real numbers is a Cauchy sequence iftf for every «> 0 there
exists a positive integer n, such that
n,m > ny implies |@n—am| <e
In other words, a sequence is a Cauchy sequence iff the terms of the sequence become
arbitrarily close to each other as n gets large.
Example 81: Let (a,:n € N) be a Cauchy sequence of integers, i.e. each term of the sequence
belongs to Z = {...,—1,0,1,...}. Then the sequence must be of the form
(@q, gy v vy Uy b,b,b,...)
Le. the sequence is constant after some ngth term. For if we choose ¢ = {, then
U@y €Z and [a, —ay,| <4 implies a, = a,
Example 8.2: We show that every convergent sequence is a Cauchy sequence. Let a, = b and let
e > 0. Then there exists 7, € N sufficiently large such that
n > ny implies |a, —b| <de and m > n, implies |a, —b| < L
Consequently, #n,m > n; implies
lay —am| = |a,—b+b—a, = |aa—b] + [b—a, < Fe + %e = €

Hence (a,) is a Cauchy sequence.

COMPLETENESS

A set A of real numbers is said to be complete if every Cauchy sequence (a. €A : n €N)
of points in A converges to a point in A.

Example 9.1: The set Z = {...,—2,-1,0,1,2,...} of integers is complete. For, as seen in
Example 8.1, a Cauchy sequence {a,: n € N) of points in Z is of the form
(@, @, - -y Gy b,b,b,...)
which converges to the point b € Z.
Example 9.2: The set Q of rational numbers is not complete. For we can choose a sequence of

rational numbers, such as (1,1.4,1.41,1.412, ...) which converges to the real num-
ber /2, which is not rational, i.e. which does not belong to Q.
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A fundamental property of the entire set R of real numbers is that R is complete.
Namely,

Theorem (Cauchy) 4.7: Every Cauchy sequence of real numbers converges to a real
number. '

CONTINUOUS FUNCTIONS

The usual ¢ — § definition of a continuous function is stated as follows:

Definition: | A function f: R—> R is continuous at a point z, if for every «> 0 there exists

a 8 >0 such that
|z —xo| <8 implies |f(z) — f(zo)| < e

The function f is a continuous function if it is continuous at every point.

Observe that |r— x| < 8 means that z,—8 < z < zo+3§, or equivalently that x
belongs to the open interval (zo—38, xo+8). Similarly, |f(z)—f(zo)] < ¢ means that f(x)
belongs to the open interval (f(xo) —e, f(%o) +¢). Accordingly, the statement

|z — 2ol <8  implies [f(x) —F(zo)| < e
is equivalent to the statement 7
x € (xo—38, xo+8) implies  f(x) € (f(xo) — ¢ f(x0) +¢)
which is equivalent to the statement
fl(xo— 8, 2o+ 8)] iscontained in  (f(Zo) — ¢, f(20) +¢)

Hence we can restate the previous definition as follows.

Definition:| A function f: R— R is continuous at a point p €ER if for any open set Vi,

containing f(p) there exists an open set U, containing p such that f[U,) C V.
The function f is a continuous function if it is continuous at every point.

The Venn diagram below may be helpful in visualizing this definition.

A continuous function can be completely characterized in terms of open sets as follows:

Theorem 4.8: A function is continuous if and only if the inverse image of every open set
is open.

Observe that Theorem 4.8 also states that a function is not continuous iff there exists
an open set whose inverse image is not open.

Example 10.1: Consider the function f:R - R defined by

oy = [Tt it e=3
@ = 4@+s5 if >3

and illustrated in the adjacent diagram.
Note that the inverse of the open interval
(1,8) is the open-closed interval (2,3} which
is not an open set. Hence the function f is
not continuous.
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We now state one important property of continuous functions which we will refer to
later in the text.

Theorem 4.9: Let f: R— R be continuous on a closed interval [a,b]. Then the function
assumes every value between f(a) and f(b).

In other words, if yo is a real number for which f(a) = yo= f(b) or f(b)=y,= f(a),
then 320 €ER suchthat a=2zo=05b and f(xy) = yo
This theorem is known as the Weierstrass Intermediate Value Theorem.

Remark: A function f:R~—> R is said to be continuous on a subset D of R if it is con-
tinuous at each point in D.

TOPOLOGY OF THE PLANE

An open disc D in the plane R? is the set of points inside a circle, say, with center
P = (a1, az2) and radius §>0, i.e,,

D = {zy:@-a)P+H—a)<s® = {¢g€R :dpyg <3}

l

P = (o, ay)

Here d(p, q) denotes the usual distance between two points
p = (a, @) and q = (by, bs) in R

dp,q) = V(G—b)*+ (a2—ba)?

The open disc plays a role in the topology of the plane R?
that is analogous to the role of the open interval in the
topology of the line R.

Let A be a subset of R2. A point p € A is an interior point of A i{f p belongs to some

open disc D, which is contained in A:
pED, C A

The set A is open (or U-open) iff each of its points is an interior point.

Example 11.1: Clearly an open disc, the entire plane R2 and the empty set @ are open subsets
of R2, We now show that the intersection of any two open discs, say

Dy = {g€R2: d(p;,q) <8} and D, = {g€R?2: d(pyq) <3y}
is also an open set. For let p, €Dy N D, so

d(p;, po) < 81 and  d(pg, py) < I3

Set r = min{8; —d(py, py)y S2— d(pg, pp)} > 0
and let D = {q€R?: dpyq) < ¥}
Then p,€D c D, n D, or, p, is an interior point of D; N D,.

A point p €R? is an accumulation point or limit point of a subset A of R? iff every open
set G containing p contains a point of A different from p, i.e,,

G CR? open, pEG implies AN G\ {p))+®D
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Example 11.2: Consider the following subset of R2%:

A = {(x,y): =sin—912,x>0}

The set A is illustrated in the adjacent
diagram. Observe that the curve, go-
ing from right to left, fluctuates faster
and faster, i.e. that the points where
the curve crosses the xz-axis become
closer and closer. The point p = (0,3)
‘is a limit point of A since A will
eventually pass through any open disc
containing p. In fact, each point on B
the y-axis between —1 and 1, i.e. each

point in the set

B = {(xy :2=0,—-1=y=1}
is a limit point of A.

A subset A of R? is closed iff its complement Ac is an open subset of R?.

_1_ u

A sequence (p1, P2, ...) of points in R? converges to the point ¢ € R? iff every open set
containing ¢ contains almost all of the terms of the sequence. Convergence in the plane
R? can be characterized in terms of convergence in R as follows.

Proposition 4.10: Consider the sequence (p;=(a1,b1), p2= (a2, b2), ...) of point in R? and
the point ¢ = (a,b) € R%. Then

prn>q ifandonlyif a.—~>a and b.—b

A function f:R?-> R? is continuous at a point p € R? iff for any open set V) contain-
ing f(p) there exists an open set U, containing p such that f[U,] C View:.

We list theorems for the plane R? which are analagous to theorems for the line R
stated earlier in this chapter.
Theorem 4.1*: The union of any number of open subsets of R? is open.

Theorem 4.2*: The intersection of any finite number of open subsets of R? is open.

Theorem 4.4*: A subset A of R? is closed if and only if A contains each of its accumula-
tion points.

Theorem 4.8*: A function f:R?—> R? is continuous if and only if the inverse image of
every open set is open.

Solved Problems

OPEN SETS, ACCUMULATION POINTS
1. Determine the accumulation points of each set of real numbers:
(i) N; (ii) (a, b]; (iii) Q°, the set of irrational points.

Solution:
(i) N, the set of positive integers, does not have any limit points. For if a is any real number, we
can find a 8 >0 so small that the open set (¢ —§, a + §) contains no point of N other than a.

(i) Every point p in the closed interval [a, b] is a limit point of the open-closed interval (a, b}, since
every open interval containing p € [a, b} will contain points of (a,d] other than p.

(iii) Every real number pER is a limit point of Q¢ since every open interval containing p€R will
contain points of Q¢, i.e. irrational numbers, other than p.
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2.

Recall that A’ denotes the derived set, i.e. set of limit points, of a set A. Find sets 4

such that (i) A and A’ are disjoint, (ii) A is a proper subset of A’, (iii) A’ is a proper

subset of 4, (iv) A=A4".

Solution:

(1) The set A = {1,1,%,...} has 0 as its only point of accumulation. Hence A’= {0} and
A and A’ are disjoint.

(i) Let A = (a,b], an open-closed interval. As seen in the preceding problem A’ = [a,b], the
closed interval, and so A C A’.

(iii) Let A = {0,1,4,%,...}. Then 0, which belongs to A, is the only limit point of A. Hence

A'={0} and A’ C A.

(iv) Let A = [a,b], a closed interval. Then each point in A is a limit point of A and they are the
only limit points. So A = A’ = [a, b].

Prove Theorem 4.1*: The union of any number of open subsets of R? is open.

Solution:

Let o4 be a class of open subsets of R2, let H = U{G: G E A4}, and let p€H. The theorem is
proved if we show that p is an interior point of H, i.e. there exists an open disc D, containing p such
that D, is contained in H.

Since pe€H = U{G: GE A4},
3Gy €4 such that p€ Gy
But Gy is an open set; hence there exists an open disc D, containing p such that
PpED, C Gy
Since Gy is a subset of H = U{G: G € 4}, D, is also a subset of H. Thus H is open.

Prove: Every open subset G of the plane R? is the union of open discs.

Solution:
Since G is open, for each point p&€ G there is an open disc D, such that p&€D, CG. Then
G = U{D,:p€G}.

Prove Theorem 4.2*: The intersection of any finite number of open subsets of R?
is open.
Solution:

We prove the theorem in the case of two open subsets of R2. The theorem will then follow by
induction.

Let G and H be open subsets of R%2 and let p€EG N H; so p€G and pE€ H. Hence there exist

open discs D; and D, such that
pED  CG and peD,CH

Then p&€D;nNn Dy CGN H. By Example 11.1, the intersection of any two open dises is open; so
there exists an open disc D such that

Hence p is an interior point of G N H and, so, GN H is open.

Prove: Let p € @G, an open subset of R2. Then there exists an open disc D with center p
such that peD C G.

Solution:

By definition of an interior point, there exists an open disc
D, = {¢g €R2: d(p, q) <38}, with center p; and radius §, such
that p€ Dy CG. So d(p,p) <98. Set

r = 8—d(p,p) >0

and let D = {qeR?:d(pq) <ir}

Then, as indicated in the diagram, p&€D C D; C G where D is
an open disc with center p.
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Prove: Let p be an accumulation point of a subset A of the plane R?. Then every
open set containing p contains an infinite number of points of A. :

Solution:

Suppose G is an open set containing p and containing only
a finite number of points, say a4, ..., a,,, of A different from p.
By the preceding problem, there exists an open disc D, with
center p and, say, radius § such that p € D, C G. Choose
r >0 to be less than § and less than the distance from p to

any of the points a4, ..., a,; and let
D = {g€R?:d(pq) <4r}
Then the open disc D containing p does not contain a4, ..., a,,

and, since D C D, C G, does not contain any other points of
A different from p.

The last statement contradicts the fact that p.is a limit point of A. Hence every open set
containing p contains an infinite number of points of A.

Remark: A similar statement is true for the real line R, ie. if ¢ €ER is a limit point of ACR,
then every open subset of R containing a contains an infinite number of points of A.

Prove: Consider any open disc D, with center p € R? and radius §. Then there exists
an open disc D such that (i) the center of D has rational coordinates, (ii) the radius
of D is rational, and (iii) p €D C D,.

Solution:
Suppose p = {(a,b). Then there exist rational numbers
¢ and d such that

a <c¢<at+i}sd and b <d<b+}s

Let ¢ = (¢,d). Note that d(p,q) < L5. Now choose a ra-
tional number r such that 16 <r < %8; and let D be the

open disc with center ¢, which has rational coordinates, and
radius » which is rational, Then, as indicated in the diagram,
pED CD,.

Prove: Every open subset G of the plane R? is the union of a countable number of
open discs.

Solution;

Since G is open, for each point pEG there exists an open disc D, with center p such that
pED, C G. But, by the preceding problem, for each disc D, there exists an open disc E, such that
(i) the center of £, has rational coordinates, (ii) the radius of ¥, is rational, and (ili) p€E, C D,. So

pEE,CD,CQ@

Accordingly, G = WE,: peEG}

The theorem now follows from the fact that there are only a countable number of open discs whose
center has rational coordinates and whose radius is rational.

Prove Theorem (Bolzano-Weierstrass) 4.3: Let A be a bounded infinite set of real
numbers. Then A contains at least one accumulation point.

Solution:

Since A is bounded, A is a subset of a closed interval I; = [a, b;]. Bisect I; at i(a; +b,). Note
that both of the closed subintervals of I, .

[a1, $(a; + b))}  and  [L(ay + by), by] (1)

cannot contain a finite number of points of A since A is infinite. Let I, = [ay, by} be one of the
intervals in (1) which contains an infinite number of points of A.



CHAP. 4] TOPOLOGY OF THE LINE AND PLANE 57

Now bisect I,. As before, one of the two closed intervals
[a, $(az +b2)] and  [axt by), by)
must contain an infinite number of points of A. Call that interval I
Continuing this procedure we obtain a sequence of nested closed intervals
I,>I, I3 D ---
such that each interval I, contains an infinite number of points of A and
limiI,f = 0
where |I,] denotes the length of the interval I,.

By the Nested Interval Property of the real numbers (see Appendix A), there exists a point p
in each interval I,. We show that p is a limit point of A and then the theorem will follow.

Let S, = (a,b) be an open interval containing p. Since lim |I,| = 0,
3n, € N such that II,10| < min(p—a, b p)

Then the interval I"o is a subset of the open interval S, = (a,b) as indicated in the diagram below.

— I110

TIIIIIFIIIIIIIIIIIIIS
- FTITTF7TFIFFTTFIFT7TF7IFIITI77.

a P b

Since I”o contains an infinite number of points of A, so does the open interval S,. Thus each open
interval containing p contains points of A other than p, i.e. p is a limit point of A.

CLOSED SETS

11.

12.

13.

14,

Prove: A set F is closed if and only if its complement F* is open.

Solution:
Note that (F¢)¢ = F; so F is the complement of F¢. Thus, by definition, F is closed iff F¢ is open.

Prove: The union of a finite number of closed sets is closed.

Solution:
Let Fy, ..., F,, be closed sets and let F = F,U---UF,,. By DeMorgan’s Law,

Feo = (F,Uu---UF,) = FiNnFyn - N Fyp

So F¢ is the intersection of a finite number of open sets F';, and thus Fc¢ is also open. Hence its
complement Fe¢c = F s closed.

Prove: The intersection of any number of closed sets is closed.

Solution:
Let {F;} be a class of closed sets and let F = N, F,, By DeMorgan’s Law,

Fc = (ﬁiF'i)C = UzF«E

So F'c is the union of open sets and, hence, is open itself. Consequently, F¢c = F is closed.

Prove Theorem 4.4%: A subset of R? is closed if and only if it contains each of its
accumulation points.

Solution:

Suppose p is a limit point of a closed set F'. Then every open disc containing p contains points
of F' other than p. Hence there cannot be an open disc D, containing p which is completely contained
in the complement of F. In other words, p is not an interior point of F¢. But F¢ is open since F is
closed; so p does not belong to F¢, ie. pE F.

On the other hand, suppose a set A contains each of its limit points. We claim that A is closed
or, equivalently, that its complement A¢ is open. Let p € A¢. Since A contains each of its limit points,
p is not a limit point of A. Hence there exists at least one open disc D, containing p such that D,
does not contain any points of A. So D, C A¢, and hence p is an interior point of Ac. Since each
point p& Ac¢ is an interior point, A¢ is open and so A is closed.
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Prove: The derived set A’, i.e. set of accumulation points, of an arbitrary subset A
of R? is closed.

Solution:

Let p be a limit point of A’. By Theorem 4.4% 6 the theorem is proved if we show that p& A’
that is, that p is also a limit point of A.

Let G, be an open set containing p. Since p is a limit point of A’, G, contains at least one point

g€ A’ different from p. But G, is an open set containing q € A’; hence G, contains (infinitely many)
points of A. So,
Ja€ A suchthat a+#p, a+#q, and a € G,

That is, each open set containing p contains points of A other than p; so p€ A'.

Prove: Let A be a closed and bounded set of real numbers and let sup (4) = ». Then
pEA.

Selution:
Suppose p& A. Let G be an open set containing p. Then G contains an open interval (b,¢) con-
taining p, ie. such that » < p<e. Since sup(4) =p and p & A4,

3a&c A suchthat b<eae<p<e

for otherwise b would be an upper bound for A. So a&(b,¢) C G. Thus each open set containing p
contains a point of A different from p; hence p is a limit point of A. But A is closed; hence, by
Theorem 4.4%, p & A.

Prove Theorem (Heine-Borel) 4.5:

Let I = [ei,di] be covered by a class G = {(a,bi)):? €I} of open intervals. Then
G contains a finite subclass which also covers I,.
Solution:

Assume that no finite subclass of ¢ covers I;. We bisect I; = [¢;,d,] at L(e;+ d;) and consider

the two closed intervals
[e1, 3(ey+dy)}  and  [Le; +dy), dy} (1)

At least one of these two intervals cannot be covered by a finite subclass of G or else the whole interval
I, will be covered by a finite subclass of ¢. Let I, = [ep,dy] be one of the two intervals in (1) which
cannot be covered by a finite subclass of §. We now bisect I,. As before, one of the two closed intervals

[ea, L(ea+dg)]  and  [§(ep+ dy), dy]
cannot be covered by a finite subclass of ¢. Call that interval I5.

We continue this procedure and obtain a sequence of nested closed intervals f; D {2 {3 D«
such that each interval I, cannot be covered by a finite subclass of ¢ and lim|I,| = 0 where |I,|
denotes the length of the interval I,.

By the Nested Interval Property of the real numbers (see Appendix), there exists a point p
in each interval I,. In particular, p&1I,. Since ¢ is a cover of I, there exists an open interval
(@, b3y) in ¢ which contains p. Hence a; <p <¥b;,. Since lim || = 0,

Inyg & N such that |I,,D] < min(p— ¢, by, — p)

Then, as indicated in the diagram below, the interval I, is a subset of the one interval (a;,b;) in ¢.

I
o
L e
L L

-
aio P b

o

But this contradicts our choice of I"o‘ Thus the original assumption that no finite subclass of ¢
covers I, is false and the theorem is true,
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SEQUENCES
18. Write the first six terms of each of the following sequences:
n—1 if nisodd ! ifn=1
@) s = o, . (i) tm) = 12 if n=2
thn1s even tn—1)+ t(n—2) if n>2
Solution:

(1) Two formulas are used to define this function. Substitute 1, 3 and 5 into s(n) = n—1 to get
81 =0, s3=2 and s;=4. Then substitute 2, 4 and 6 into s(n) = n? to get s, =4, 3, =16 and
8¢ =36. Thus we have (0,4,2,16,4,36,...).

(ii) Here the function is defined recursively. Each term after the second is found by adding the
two previous terms. Thus:
t, = 1 ty = tzg+ty = 3+2 =5
t, = 2 ts = ty+t; = 5+3 = 8
ty = ty+t = 2+1 = 3 te = ts;+t, = 8+5 = 13

Il

Hence we have (1,2,3,5,8,13,...).

19. Consider the sequence {(an, = (—1)*"!(2n—1)):
a1,-38,5,-7,9,—-11,13, -15, . ..)
Determine whether or not each of the following sequences is a subsequence of (a.).
(i) (bny = (1,5,-8,-7,9, 13,11, —-15, ...)
(i) (e = (1,8,5,7,9,11,13, ...)
(iii) (dny = (-8, -7, —11, —15, —19,-23, ...)

Solution:
(i) Note that 5 appears before —3 in (b,), but —3 appears before 5 in (a,). Hence (b,) is not a
subsequence of (a,).

(ii) The terms 3, 7 and 11 do not even appear in (a,); hence (¢,) is not a subsequence of (a,).

(ifi) The sequence (d,) is a subsequence of (a,), for (i, =2n) = (2,4,6,...) is a sequence of positive
integers such that ¢, <7, <i3<--:; so

G, o) = (Gg, 04, 86, ..y = (—3,~T,—11, ...)

<ai1’ ty

is a subsequence of (a,).

20. Determine the range of each sequence:
i 441,515,414 .00 (iii) ¢2,4,6,8,10, ...)
(i) ¢,0,-1,0,1,0,-1,0,1,0,-1,0, ...)

Solution:
The range of a sequence is the set of image points. Hence the ranges of the sequences are

() {1, *é‘, §1, ’if: N 2 (ll) {1: 0, —1}, (lii) {2; 4,6,8, .. 9

21. Prove: If the range of a sequence (a.) is finite, then the sequence has a convergent
subsequence.
Solution:

If the range {a,} of (a,) is finite, then one of the image points, say b, appears an infinite number
of times in the sequence. Hence (b,b,b,b,...) is a subsequence of (a,) and it converges.
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Prove: If lima, =0 and limea, = ¢, then b = ¢.

Solution:

Suppose that b and ¢ are distinct. Let § = |6 —¢| > 0. Then the open intervals B = (b — 18,
b+18) and C = (c— %8, ¢+ 18), containing b and c respectively, are disjoint. Since (a,) converges
to b, B must contain all except a finite number of the terms of the sequence. Hence C can only
contain a finite number of the terms of the sequence. But this contradicts the fact that (a,) converges
to ¢. Accordingly, & and ¢ are not distinct.

Prove: If the range {a.} of a sequence (a.) contains an accumulation point b, then the
sequence (a.) contains a subsequence (a; ) which converges to b.

Solution:
Since b is a limit point of {,}, each of the open intervals

S; = b-1Lb+1), S = b= b+, S = (G- fbtY),

contains an infinite number of elements of the set {a,} and, hence, an infinite number of the terms
of the sequence {(a,). We choose a sequence (ain) as follows:

Choose a; to be a point in S,.

Choose a;, to be a point in S, such that i, > 17;, i.e. such that a;, appears after a;,
in the sequence {(a,).

Choose @, to be a point in Sy such that i3 > 4.

We continue in the same manner.

Observe that we are always able to choose the next term in the sequence <ain) since there are an
infinite number of the terms of the original sequence (a,) in each interval S,.

We claim that (@) satisfies the conditions of the theorem. Recall that we choose the terms of
the sequence <ain) so that 1, <1y <izg< ---; hence (aiﬂ) is a subsequence of {(a,). We need to show
that lim @, = b. Let G be an open set containing . Then G contains an open interval (d,, ds) con-
taining b; so dy < b <dy. Let § = min(b—d,, ds—b) > 0; then

Ana € N suchthat 1/n,<3$
Hence S"o C (d,,dy) C G, and so

n>mny, implies a; €5, C S"o C (dy,dy) C G

Thus G contains almost all the terms of the sequence (ain); that is, lim a;, = b.

Prove Theorem 4.6: Every bounded sequence {(a¢.) of real numbers contains a con-
vergent subsequence.
Solution:

Consider the range {a,} of the sequence (a,). If the range is finite, then by Problem 21 the
sequence containg a convergent subsequence. On the other hand, if the range is infinite, then, by the
Bolzano-Weierstrass Theorem, the bounded infinite set {a,} contains a limit point. But then, by the
previous problem, the sequence in this case also contains a convergent subsequence.

Prove: Every Cauchy sequence (a,) of real numbers is bounded.

Solution:
Let ¢ = 1. Then, by definition of a Cauchy sequence,

Sn, € N such that #m =n; implies [a,—a,[ <1

In particular, m = 1n, implies iano—— an <1, or, Wy~ 1 < @y < agy T 1
Let a = max(aq, A3, ..., ngs Oy + 1)
B = min (e, as, ..., Qg Uny — 1)

Then a is an upper bound for the range {a,} of the sequence (z,) and g is a lower bound. Accordingly,
(a,) is a bounded sequence.
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26. Prove: Let (a.) be a Cauchy sequence. If a subsequence (a;) of (a,) converges to a
point b, then the Cauchy sequence itself converges to b.
Solution:
Let ¢ > 0. We need to find a positive integer n, such that
n>mn, implies la,—b]<e
Since {(a,) is a Cauchy sequence,
Ing EN  such that n,m>mn, implies [a, — @, < Je
Also, since the subsequence (ai") converges to b,
3/, EN suchthat lo; — bl < e
Observe that we can choose i, so that i, > n,. Accordingly,
n>mn, implies [a,—b] = la,— e +a; — b
= |an—aim| + |aim_ b|
< %e -+ ‘-56 = €
Hence (a,) converges to b.

Observe that we need i, > 1, in order to state that: = > n, implies |a,— aim{ < le.

27. Prove Theorem (Cauchy) 4.7: Every Cauchy sequence mof real numbers converges
to a real number.
Solution:

By Problem 25, the Cauchy sequence (a,) is bounded. Hence, by Theorem 4.6, the bounded
sequence {a,) contains a convergent subsequence (a; ) But, by the preceding problem, the Cauchy
sequence {a,) converges to the same limit as its subsequence (afn). In other words, the Cauchy
sequence {@,) converges to a real number,

28. Determine whether or not each of the following subsets of R is complete:
(i) N, the set of positive integers; (ii} Q¢, the set of irrational numbers.
Solution:
(i) Let (a,) be a Cauchy sequence of positive integers. If e = »é—, then
la, —apl <e=1 implies a,=a,
Therefore, the Cauchy sequence (a,) is of the form (a;,a,,..., g b,b,b,...) which converges
to the positive integer b. Hence N is complete.
(ii) Observe that each of the open intervals
('_1: 1)’ (—'«‘12) ’%)’ (—%, %),
containg irrational points. Hence there exists a sequence (a,) of irrational numbers such that
a, belongs to the open interval (—1/n, 1/n). The sequence (a,) will be a Cauchy sequence of
points in Q¢ and it will converge to the rational number 0. Hence Q¢ is not complete.
CONTINUITY
29. Prove: If the function f:R- R is constant, say f(x)=a for every x € R, then

f is continuous.

Solution:
Method 1. The function f is continuous iff the inverse f~1[G] of any open set G is also open. Since
= f ry x €R,
f(x) = a for every 1ia) = P if a&G
R if a €@

for any open set G. In either case, f~1[G] is open since both R and () are open sets.
Method 2. We show that f is continuous at any point z;, using the ¢ — § definition of continuity. Let
e> 0. Then for any 6§ >0, say § =1,
lx—xol <1 implies |f(®) —f(xg)) = jla—a| = 0 < ¢
Hence f is continuous.



62

30.

31.

32.

33.

TOPOLOGY OF THE LINE AND PLANE [CHAP. 4

Prove: The identity function f:R—> R, that is, the function defined by f(x)=2x, is
continuous.

Solution:
Method 1. Let G be any open set. Then f~1[G] = G is also an open set. Accordingly, f is continuous.

Method 2. We show that f is continuous at any point xz, using the ¢ — § definition of continuity. Let
€ > 0. Then choosing ¢ = 3,

|z — 2l < § implies [f(x) — flxg)] = [¢—ap) < 6 = e

Accordingly, f is continuous.

Prove: Let the functions f: R~ R and g: R—= R be continuous. Then the composition
function gof: R—> R is also continuous.

Solution:
We show that the inverse (gof)~1[G] of any open set G is also open. Since g is continuous, the
inverse g —1[G]| is an open set. But since f is continuous, the inverse f~1[g~1[G]] of g~ ![G] is also

open. Recall that
(gof)=1 = f-tog

Hence (geNH)~1[G] = (Ff~log—[G] = f~1[g~1[G]]

is an open set. Thus the composition function gof: R— R is continuous.

Prove: Let f:R - R be continuous and let f(q) = 0 for every rational number q € Q.
Then f(x) =0 for every real number x €R.

Solution:
Suppose f(p) is not zero for some real number p € R, i.e. suppose

I3p€R suchthat f(p) =1y, [y| >0

Choose ¢ = %lﬂ Since f is continuous,
35 >0 such that e —p| <8 implies [f(x) — f(p)l < e = [
Now there are rational points in every open interval. In particular,

3g€Q suchthat g€{x:lx—p <8

which implies flg—Fi@| = [f)] = |y] < ¢ = L[4l

an impossibility. Hence f(x) = 0 for every x € R.

Prove Theorem 4.8: A function f:R?*-> R? is continuous if and only if the inverse
image of every open set is open.

Solution:

Let f:R2 - R? be continuous and let V be an open subset of R2. We want to show that f—1[V]
is also an open set. Let p&; '[V]. Then f(p) € V. By definition of continuity, there exists an
open set U, containing p such that f[U,] C V. Hence (as indicated in the diagram below)

U, C f1fIU,]] c f~1[V]
We have shown that, for every point p € f~1[V], there exists an open set U, such that
p€EU, C f1[V]
Accordingly, 7V = U{U,: pef [V}

So f~1{V] is the union of open sets and is, therefore, open itself.
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3.

35.

36.

On the other hand, suppose the inverse of every open set is open. We want to show that f is
continuous at any point p € R. Let V be an open set containing f(p), i.e. f(p) € V. Then f~1([V] is
an open set containing p with the property that f[f=1[V]] C V. Hence f is continuous at p.

Give an example of two functions f: R-> R and ¢: R- R such that f and ¢ are each
discontinuous (not continuous) at every point and such that the sum f + g is continuous
at every point in K.
Solution:
Consider the functions f and g defined by
fo) = {(1) if x is rational oz = {1 if =z is rational

. - . - b . . - 0
if « is irrational 0 if z is irrational

The functions f and ¢ are discontinuous at every point in R, but the sum f + ¢ is the constant function
(f +9)x) = 1 which is continuous.

Prove: Let the function f: R—-> R be continuous at a point p €R.

(i) If f(p) is positive, i.e. f(p) > 0, then there exists an open interval S containing p
such that f is positive at every point in S.

(iiy If f(p) is negative, i.e. f(») <0, then there exists an open interval S containing p
such that f is negative at every point in S.

Solution:

We prove (i). The proof of (ii) is similar and will be omitted. Suppose f(p) =€ > 0. Since f is
continuous at p,
35 >0 such that | —p| <8 implies |f(®) — f(p)| <e

or, equivalently,
x€(p—8,p+s) implies flx) €E(f(p)—e f(p)+e) = (0, 2e)

Thus for every point x in the open interval (p — §, p +8), f(x) is positive.

Prove: Let f:R - R becontinuous at every point
in a closed interval [a, b], and let f(a) < 0 < f(b).
Then there exists a point » € [a,b] such that
f(») = 0. (In other words, the graph of a contin-
uous function defined on a closed interval which
lies both below and above the x-axis must cross
the z-axis at at least one point, as indicated in
the diagram.)

Solution:

Let A be the set of points in [a, b] at which f is negative, i.e.,

A = {x: x€Jaqb], f(x) <0}

_—R‘E‘m___-__
k-

I S
O

Observe that A is not empty since, for example, ¢ €A. Let p = sup{A4) be the least upper bound
for A. Since ¢ €4, a = p; and since b is an upper bound for A4, p=5b. So p belongs to the interval
[a, B].
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We claim that f(p) =0. If f(p) < 0, then, by the preceding problem, there is an open interval
(p—38, p+38) in which f is negative, i.e,
(p—8,p+d Cc A

So p cannot be an upper bound for A. On the other hand, if f(p) > 0, then there exists an interval
{(p — 8, p+8) in which f is positive; so

p—8&ptoHnd = 9
which implies that p cannot be a least upper bound for A. Thus f(p) can only be zero, ie. f(p) = 0.

Remark. The theorem is also true and proved similarly in the case f(b) < 0 < f(a).

37. Prove Theorem (Weierstrass) 4.9: Let f:R—->R be continuous on a closed interval

la,b]. Then the function assumes every value between f(a) and f(b).

Solution:

Suppose f(a) < f(b) and let y, be a real number such that f(a) < y, < f(b). We want to prove
that there is a point p such that f(p) =y, Consider the function g(x) = f(x) —y, which is also
continuous. Observe that g(a) < 0 < g(b).

By the preceding problem, there exists a point p such that g(p) = f(p) —y, = 0. Hence f(p) = y,.

The case when f(&) < f(a) is proved similarly.

Supplementary Problems

OPEN SETS, CLOSED SETS, ACCUMULATION POINTS

38. Prove: If A is a finite subset of R, then the derived set A’ of A is empty, i.e. 4’ = @.

39. Prove: Every finite subset of R is closed.

40. Prove: If ACB, then A'CB’".

41. Prove: A subset B of R? is closed if and only if d(p,B) = 0 implies p €B, where d(p,B) =
inf {d(p,q) : ¢ € B}.

42, Prove: AUA’ is closed for any set A.

43. Prove: AUA’ is the smallest closed set containing A, ie. if F is closed and A c F C A U A’ then
F=A4uUA4d’.

44, Prove: The set of interior points of any set A, written int(A), is an open set.

45. Prove: The set of interior points of A is the largest open set contained in A, i.e. if G is open and
int(A) Cc G c A, then int(4) =G.

46. Prove: The only subsets of R which are both open and closed are @ and R.

SEQUENCES

47. Prove: If the sequence (a,) converges to & €R, then the sequence (|a,~— b|) converges to 0.

48. Prove: If the sequence (a,) converges to 0, and the sequence (b,) is bounded, then the sequence
{a,b, also converges to 0.

49, Prove: If a,— a and b, > b, then the sequence (a,+ b,) converges to a+ b.

50. Prove: If a,—=a and &,— b, then the sequence (a,b,) converges to ab.
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51. Prove: If a,—a and b,—> b where b, 0 and b+ 0, then the sequence {(a,/b,) converges to a/b.
52. Prove: If the sequence {(a,) converges to b, then every subsequence (ain) of (a,) also converges to b.
53. Prove: If the sequence (a,) converges to b, then either the range {a,} of the sequence (a,) is finite,
or b is an accumulation point of the range {a,}.
54. Prove: If the sequence {(a,) of distinct elements is bounded and the range {a,} of (a,) has exactly one
limit point b, then the sequence (a,) converges to b.
(Remark: The sequence 1,4,2,%,3,1,4,...) shows that the condition of boundedness cannot be
removed from this theorem.)
CONTINUITY
55. Prove: A function f: R —> R is continuous at a € R if and only if for every sequence (a,) converging
to a, the sequence (f(a,)) converges to f(a).
56. Prove: Let the function f:R —>R be continuous at »p € R. Then there exists an open interval S
containing p such that f is bounded on the open interval S.
57. Give an example of a function f:R — R which is continuous at every point in the open interval
S = (0,1) but which is not bounded on the open interval S.
58. Prove: Let f:R — R be continuous at every point in a closed interval A = [a,b|. Then f is bounded
on A. (Remark: By the preceding problem, this theorem is not true if A is not closed.)
59. Prove: Let f:R—R and g:R—>R be continuous. Then the sum (f+g): R—> R is continuous,
where f + g is defined by (f+ g)(x) = flx) + g(x).
60. Prove: Let f:R—R be continuous, and let £ be any real number. Then the function (kf): R~ R
is continuous, where kf is defined by (kf)(x) = k(f(x)).
61. Prove: Let f:R—->R and g:R—-R be continuous. Then {x €R: f(x) = g(x)} is a closed set.
62. Prove: The projection =, R2—>R is continuous where 7, is defined by =, ((a, b)) = a.
63. Consider the functions f:R—>R and g:R—>R defined by
sin(1/x) if %0 xsin(l/x) if %0
foy = {omO L e = £
1o if x=0 Lo if ©=0
Prove g is continuous at 0 but f is not continuous at 0.
64. Recall that every rational number ¢ €Q can be written uniquely in the form ¢ = a/b where ¢ E€Z,
bEN, and a and b are relatively prime. Consider the function f:R — R defined by
fa) [0 if xis irrational
X —
11/b if x is rational and x = a/b as above
Prove that f is continuous at every irrational point, but f is discontinuous at every rational point.
Answers to Supplementary Problems
57. Consider the function Y
() f—x if =
|1z if >0
The function f is continuous at every point in R except at 0 as
indicated in the adjacent graph of f. Hence f is continuous at
every point in the open interval (0,1). But f is not bounded on .
(0,1).
58. Hint. Use the result stated in Problem 56 and the Heine-Borel

Theorem.



Chapter 5

Topological Spaces: Definitions

TOPOLOGICAL SPACES

Let X be a non-empty set. A class T of subsets of X is a fopology on X iff T satisfies
the following axioms.

[0:] X and @ belong to T.
[0:] The union of any number of sets in T belongs to 7.

[0s] The intersection of any two sets in T belongs to T.

The members of T are then called T-open sets, or simply open sets, and X together with T,
i.e. the pair (X, T) is called a topological space.

Example 1.1:

Example 1.2:

Example 1.3:

Example 1.4:

Example 1.5:

Let U denote the class of all open sets of real numbers discussed in Chapter 4.
Then U is a topology on R; it is called the usual topology on R. Similarly, the
class U of all open sets in the plane R2 is a topology, and also called the usual
topology, on R2. We shall always assume the usual topology on R and R? unless
otherwise specified.

Consider the following classes of subsets of X = {a,b,¢,d, ¢}.

‘Tl - {X) @’ {a}’ {cy d}, {(l, G, d}’ {b’ C, d’ e}}
‘T2 = {X) @»‘ {a}’ {C, d}v {(l, c, d}» {b) c, d}}
‘T3 - {X’ @, {a}) {C, d}: {(l, ¢, d}» {(l, byd! e}}

Observe that T, is a topology on X since it satisfies the necessary three axioms
[04], [0,] and [03]. But T, is not a topology on X since the union

{e,e,d} U {b,e,d} = {a,b,¢d}
of two members of T, does not belong to T, i.e. T, does not satisfy the axiom [0,].

Also, T3 is not a topology on X since the intersection
{a’ c! d} m {a’ b? d’ e} = {a’ d}
of two sets in T3 does not belong to T,, i.e. T3 does not satisfy the axiom [03].

Let © denote the class of all subsets of X. Observe that ./ satisfies the axioms
for a topology on X. This topology is called the discrete topology; and X together
with its discrete topology, i.e. the pair (X, ), is called a discrete topological space
or simply a discrete space.

As seen by axiom [0,], a topology on X must contain the sets X and (). The class
((] = {X, D}, consisting of X and @ alone, is itself a topology on X. It is called
the indiscrete topology; and X together with its indiscrete topology, i.e. (X, ﬂ), is
called an indiserete topological space or simply an indiscrete space.

Let T denote the class of all subsets of X whose complements are finite together
with the empty set . This class T is also a topology on X. It is called the
cofinite topology or the T -topology on X. (The significance of the T’y will appear
in a later chapter.)

66
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Example 16: The intersection Ty N T, of any two topologies T, and T, on X is also a topology
on X. For, by [04], X and @ each belongs to both T, and T,; hence X and 9 each
belongs to the intersection T, N Ty, i.e. Ty N T, satisfies [0y]. Furthermore, if
G,H<E T,N T, then, in particular, G,H€ T, and G,H € T,. But since T, and
T, are topologies, GNH E€ Ty and GNHE T,. Accordingly,

GNH €T, NnT,
In other words T, N T, satisfies [03]. Similarly, Ty N T, satisfies [O,].

The statement in the preceding example can, in fact, be generalized to any collection
of topologies. Namely,

Theorem 5.1: Let {T::1 €I} be any collection of topologies on a set X. Then the inter-
section N;T; is also a topology on X.
In our last example, we show that the union of topologies need not be a topology.

Example 1.7: Each of the classes
T, = {X,0,{a}} and T, = {X, 9, {b}}
is a topology on X = {a,b,¢}. But the union
T, VT, = {X, 9, {a}, {b}}
is not a topology on X since it violates [0,]. That is, {a} € T, UT,, {b} €ET{UT,
but {a} U {b} = {a,b} does not belong to T;U T,

If ¢ is an open set containing a point p € X, then G is called an open neighborhood of p.
Also, G without p, i.e. G\ {p}, is called a deleted open neighborhood of p.

Remark: The axioms [04], [0:] and [0:] are equivalent to the following two axioms:

{071 The union of any number of sets in T belongs to T.

{05] The intersection of any finite number of sets in T belongs to T.

For [0}] implies that ¢ belongs to T since
UGET:GEP) = @

i.e. the empty union of sets is the empty set. Furthermore, [05] implies that X belongs to
T since
N{GET : Gep}y = X

i.e. the empty intersection of subsets of X is X itself.

ACCUMULATION POINTS

Let X be a topological space. A point p € X is an accumulation point or limit point
(also called cluster point or derived point) of a subset A of X iff every open set G containing
p contains a point of ‘4 different from p, i.e.,

Gopen, p €G implies (G {p})NA#=Q
The set of accumulation points of 4, denoted by A’, is called the derived set of A.

Example 2.1: The class T = {X, 9, {a}, {¢,d}, {a,¢,d}, {b,e,de}}

defines a topology on X = {a,b,¢,d,e}. Consider the subset A = {a,b,c} of X.
Observe that b€ X is a limit point of A since the open sets containing b are
{b,¢,d, e} and X, and each contains a point of A different from b, i.e. ¢. On the
other hand, the point ¢ € X is not a limit point of A since the open set {a}, which
contains @, does not contain a point of A different from a. Similarly, the points
d and ¢ are limit points of A and the point ¢ is not a limit point of A.
So A’ = {b,d, e} is the derived set of A.



68 TOPOLOGICAL SPACES: DEFINITIONS [CHAP. 5

Example 2.2: Let X be an indiscrete topological space, i.e. X and () are the only open subsets
of X. Then X is the only open set containing any point p € X. Hence p is an
accumulation point of every subset of X except the empty set ) and the set con-
sisting of p alone, i.e. the singleton set {p}. Accordingly, the derived set A’ of any
subset A of X is as follows:

o if A=0
A = {p}e = X\ {p} if 4 = {p}
X if A contains two or more points

Observe that, for the usual topology on the line R and the plane R? the above definition
of an accumulation point is the same as that given in Chapter 4.

CLOSED SETS
Let X be a topological space. A subset A of X is a closed set iff its complement Ac° is
an open set.
Example 3.1: The class T = {X, 9, {a}, {c,d}, {a,c,d}, {b,c,d, e}}
defines a topology on X = {a,b,¢,d,e}. The closed subsets of X are
0, X, {b,c,d,e}, {a,b,e}, {b,e}, {a}

that is, the complements of the open subsets of X. Note that there are subsets
of X, such as {b, ¢,d, ¢}, which are both open and closed, and there are subsets of X,
such as {a, b}, which are neither open nor closed.

Example 3.2: Let X be a discrete topological space, i.e. every subset of X is open. Then every
subset of X is also closed since its complement is always open. In other words,
all subsets of X are both open and closed.

Recall that A<= A, for any subset A of a space X. Hence

Proposition 5.2: In a topological space X, a subset A of X is open if and only if its com-
plement is closed.

The axioms [0,], [0:] and [0;] of a topological space and DeMorgan’s Laws give

Theorem 5.3: Let X be a topological space. Then the class of closed subsets of X
possesses the following properties:

(i) X and () are closed sets.
(ii) The intersection of any number of closed sets is closed.
(iii) The union of any two closed sets is closed.

Closed sets can also be characterized in terms of their limit points as follows:

Theorem 5.4: A subset A of a topological space X is closed if and only if 4 contains
each of its accumulation points.

In other words, a set A is closed if and only if the derived set A” of A is a subset of A4,
ie. A7CA.

CLOSURE OF A SET
Let A be a subset of a topological space X. The closure of A, denoted by
A or A-
is the intersection of all closed supersets of A. In other words, if (Fi:7 €I} is the class
of all closed subsets of X containing A4, then

A = ﬂiFi
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Obs_erve first that A is a closed set since it is the intersection of closed sets. Further-
more, A is the smallest closed superset of A, that is, if F' is a closed set containing 4, then

ACACF

Accordingly, a set A is closed if and only if A=A. We state these results formally:

Proposition 5.5: Let A be the closure of a set A. Then: (i) A is closed; (ii) if F is a closed
superset of A, then A C A CF; and (iii) A is closed iff 4 =A4.

Example 4.1: Consider the topology T on X = {a,b,¢,d,e¢} of Example 3.1 where the closed
subsets of X are
?, X, {bye,d, e}, {a,b,e}, {b,e}, {a}

Accordingly, (b} = {b,e}, {a,¢} = X, {b,d} = {b,e,d, e}

Example 4.2: Let X be a cofinite topological space, i.e. the complements of finite sets and @ are
the open sets. Then the closed sets are precise!y the finite subsets of X together
with X. Hence if A C X is finite, its closure A is A itself since A is closed. Or_1
the other hand, if A C X is infinite then X is the only closed superset of 4; so 4
is X. More concisely, for any subset A of a cofinite space X,

- [A  if A is finite
A = e A e e s
IX if A is infinite

The closure of a set can be completely described in terms of its limit points as follows:
Theorem 5.6: Let A be a subset of a topological space X. Then the closure of A is the
union of 4 and its set of accumulation points, i.e.,
A= Auv4A

A point p € X is called a closure point or adherent point of ACX iff p belongs to the
closure of A, i.e. p€A. In view of the preceding theorem, »p € X is a closure point of
ACX Iff p €A or p is a limit point of 4.

Example 4.3: Consider the set Q of rational numbers. As seen previously, in the usual topology
for R, every real number a € R is a limit point of Q. Hence the closure of Q is
the entire set R of real numbers, i.e. Q = R.

A subset A of a topological space X is said to be dense in BCX if B is contained in
the _closure of A, i.e. BCA. In particular, A is dense in X or is a dense subset of X
iff 4A=2X.

Example 44: Observe in Example 4.1 that
{a,e} = X and {b,d} = {b,e,d,e}
where X = {a, b, ¢,d, ¢}. Hence the set {a, ¢} is a dense subset of X but the set {b,d}
is not.

Example 45: As noted in Example 4.3, @ = R. In other words, in the usual topology, the set Q
of rational numbers is dense in R,

The operator “closure”, assigning to each subset 4 of X its closure A CX satisfies the
‘four properties appearing in the proposition below, called the Kuratowski Closure Axioms.
In fact, these axioms may be used to define a topology on X, as we shall prove subsequently.

Proposition 5.7: (i) @ =@, (i) Ac4, (iii) AUB = AUB; and (iv) (47) = 4.

INTERIOR, EXTERIOR, BOUNDARY

Let A be a subset of a topological space X. A point p € A4 is called an interior point
of A if p belongs to an open set ¢ contained in A:

p e GCA where G is open
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The set of interior points of A, denoted by
int(4), 4 or A°
is called the interior of A. The interior of 4 can also be characterized as follows:

Proposition 5.8: The interior of a set A is the union of all open subsets of A. Further-
more: (i) A° is open; (ii) A° is the largest open subset of A4, ie. if G
is an open subset of A then G C A° C A; and (iii) A is open iff A =A4°.

The exterior of A, written ext(A4), is the interior of the complement of A, i.e. int(Ac).
The boundary of A, written b(A), is the set of points which do not belong to the interior
or the exterior of A. Next follows an important relationship between interior, exterior
and closure.

Theorem 5.9: Let A be any subset of a topological space X. Then the closure of A is the
union of the interior and boundary of A, i.e. 4 = A°Ub(A4).

Example 5.1: Consider the four intervals [e,b], (a,b), (a,b] and [a,b) whose endpoints are «
and b. The interior of each is the open interval (a,b) and the boundary of each
is the set of endpoints, i.e, {a, b}.

Example 5.2: Consider the topology
T = {X, @, {a}, {c,d}, {a,¢c,d}, {b,c,d,e}}
on X = {a,b,c,d,e}, and the subset A = {b,c,d} of X. The points ¢ and d are
each interior points of A since
¢c,d € {c,d} C A

where {c¢,d} is an open set. The point b€ A is not an interior point of 4;
so int(A) = {¢,d}. Only the point a € X is exterior to A4, i.e. interior to the
complement A¢ = {a,e¢} of A; hence int(4c) = {a}. Accordingly the boundary
of A consists of the points b and e, i.e. b(4) = {b,¢e}.

Example 5.3: Consider the set Q of rational numbers. Since every open subset of R contains
both rational and irrational points, there are no interior or exterior points of Q;
so int(Q) = ©® and int(Q°¢) = . Hence the boundary of Q is the entire set of
real numbers, i.e. b(Q) = R.

A subset A of a topological space X is said to be nowhere dense in X if the interior

of the closure of A is empty, i.e. int(4) = @.

Example 54:  Consider the subset 4 = {1,},1,1,...} of R. As noted previously, A has exactly
one limit point, 0. Hence A= {0,1,1, %4, .. .}. Observe that A has no interior

points; so A is nowhere dense in R.

Example 55: Let A consist of the rational points between 0 and 1,i.e. 4 = {x: 2€Q, 0 <z <1},
Observe that the interior of A is empty, i.e. int(4) = . But A is not nowhere
dense in R; for the closure of 4 is [0,1], and so

int (4) = int([0,1]) = (0,1)
is not empty.

NEIGHBORHOODS AND NEIGHBORHOOD SYSTEMS

Let p be a point in a topological space X. A subset N of X is a nmeighborhood of ¢
iff N is a superset of an open set G containing p:

p E€EGCN where G is an open set

In other words, the relation “NV is a neighborhood of a point p” is the inverse of the relation
“p is an interior point of N”’. The class of all neighborhoods of p € X, denoted by N, is
called the neighborhood system of p.

Example 6.1: Let a be any real number, i.e. a € R. Then each closed interval [a—38, a+ 5],
with center a, is a neighborhood of a since it contains the open interval (a— 8§, a+8)
containing «. Similarly, if p is a point in the plane R2, then every closed disc
{¢ €ER2: d(p,q) < & 5«0}, with center p, is a neighborhood of p since it contains
the open disc with center p.
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The central facts about the neighborhood system N, of any point p € X are the four
properties appearing in the proposition below, called the Neighborhood Axioms. In fact,
these axioms may be used to define a topology on X, as we shall note subsequently.

Proposition 5.10: (i) 9N, is not empty and p belongs to each member of N o

(i) The intersection of any two members of N, belongs to N.
(iii) Every superset of a member of N, belongs to N,
(

iv) Each member N € N, is a superset of a member G € N, where G
is a neighborhood of each of its points, i.e. G € N, for every g € G.

CONVERGENT SEQUENCES
A sequence (ai, @, ...) of points in a topological space X converges to a point b € X,
or b is the limit of the sequence (a.), denoted by
lima, = b, lima. = b or a.—=>b

n=—x

iff for each open set G containing b there exists a positive integer no € N such that
n>mne implies a, € G
that is, if G contains almost all, i.e. all except a finite number, of the terms of the sequence.

Example 7.1:  Let (a,,@5,...) be a sequence of points in an indiscrete topological space (X, 9).
Note that: (i) X is the only open set containing any point b € X; and (ii) X con-
taing every term of the sequence (a,). Accordingly, the sequence (a,, a5, ...) con-
verges to every point b € X.

Example 7.2: Let (a;,as, ...) be a sequence of points in a discrete topological space (X, D). Now
for every point b € X, the singleton set {b} is an open set containing b. So, if
a, > b, then the set {b} must contain almost all of the terms of the sequence.
In other words, the sequence (a,) converges to a point b € X iff the sequence is of
the form (ay, as, ..., Gy b, b, b, ...).

Example 7.3: Let T be the topology on an infinite set X which consists of @ and the complements
of countable sets (see Problem 56). We claim that a sequence (¢y,as, ...) in X
converges to b€ X iff the sequence is also of the form (aq,a,, .. “r Qg b,b,b,...)

i.e. the set A consisting of the terms of (a,) different from b is finite. Now A is
countable and so A¢ is an open set containing b. Hence if @, > b then Ac¢ contains
all except a finite number of the terms of the sequence, and so 4 is finite.

COARSER AND FINER TOPOLOGIES

Let 71 and T: be topologies on a non-empty set X. Suppose that each Ti-open subset
of X is also a T:-open subset of X. That is, suppose that 7, is a subclass of T, i.e.
Ty C T2. Then we say that Ty is coarser or smaller (sometimes called weaker) than T
or that T, is finer or larger than T,. Observe that the collection T = {T:} of all topologies
on X is partially ordered by class inclusion; so we shall also write

T1<T: for T:CT:

and we shall say that two topologies on X are not comparable if neither is coarser than
the other.

Example 8.1:  Consider the discrete topology /), the indiscrete topology 4 and any other topology
T on any set X. Then T is coarser than . and T is finer than 4. That is,
J<T<L<D.

Example 8.2: Consider the cofinite topology T and the usual topology U on the plane R2, Recall
that every finite subset of R? is a U-closed set; hence the complement of any finite
subset of R2, i.e. any member of T, is also a U-open set. In other words, T is
coarser than U, ie. T < U.
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SUBSPACES, RELATIVE TOPOLOGIES

Let A be a non-empty subset of a topological space (X, T). The class T, of all inter-
sections of 4 with T-open subsets of X is a topology on A4; it is called the relative topology
on A or the relativization of T to A, and the topological space (A,T,) is called a subspace
of (X, T). In other words, a subset H of A is a T,-open set, i.e. open relative to A4, if and
only if there exists a T-open subset G of X such that

H=GnA

Example 91: Consider the topology
T = {X, 9, {a}, {¢,d}, {a,¢,d}, {b,¢c,d,e}}
on X = {a,b,¢,d, e}, and the subset A = {a,d,e¢} of X. Observe that
XNnA = A, {a}n A = {a}, {a,e,d} N A = {a,d}
PDNA = @, {e,dyn A = {d}, {b,e,d,e} N A = {d, e}

Hence the relativization of T to 4 is
‘TA = {A7 @, {a}x {d}x {a) d}: {d’e}}

Example 9.2: Consider the usual topology U on R and the relative topology T, on the closed
interval A = [3,8]. Note that the closed-open interval [3,5) is open in the relative
topology on A, i.e. is a T 4-open set, since

[3,5) = (2,5) N A

where (2,5) is a T-open subset of R. Thus we see that a set may be open relative
to a subspace but be neither open nor closed in the entire space.

EQUIVALENT DEFINITIONS OF TOPOLOGIES

Our definition of a topological space gave axioms for the open sets in the topological
space, that is, we used the open set as the primitive notion for the topology. We now
state two theorems which exhibit alternate methods of defining a topology on a set, using
as primitives the notions of “neighborhood of a point” and ‘‘closure of a set”.

Theorem 5.11: Let X be a non-empty set and let there be assigned to each point p€ X a
class ¢4, of subsets of X satisfying the following axioms:
[Ai] <4, is not empty and p belongs to each member of <4,.
[A:] The intersection of any two members of <4, belongs to <4,.
[As] Every superset of a member of <4, belongs to cA4,.
[A:] Each member N € <4, is a superset of a member G € <4, such that
G € A, for every g € G.

Then there exists one and only one topology T on X such that <4, is the
T-neighborhood system of the point p € X.

Theorem 5.12: Let X be a non-empty set and let k¥ be an operation which assigns to each
subset A of X the subset A4 of X, satisfying the following axioms, called
the Kuratowski Closure Axioms:

[Kil =0

[K:] A C AF

[Ki] (AUB) = A*UB*
[Ki] (AR = AF

Then there exists one and only one topology T on X such that A* will be
the T-closure of the subset 4 of X.
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Solved Problems

TOPOLOGIES, OPEN SETS

1.

Let X = {a,b,c,d,e}. Determine whether or not each of the following classes of
subsets of X is a topology on X.

(i) T = {X,0,{a}, {a,b}, {a,c}}
i) T» = {X,9,{a,b,c), {a,b,d), {a,b,c,d}}
(iii) T = {X, @, {a}, {a,b}, {a,c,d}, {a,b,c,d}}

Solution;
(1) T4 is not a topology on X since

{a’) b}) {a’) C} € Tl but {a: b} U {a" C} = {a': b,C} & Tl
(ii) T, is not a topology on X since

{a,b,¢c},{a,b,d} € Ty but {a,b,e}n{a,bd = {a,b & T,

(11i) T3 is a topology on X since it satisfies the necessary axioms.

Let T be the class consisting of R, () and all infinite open intervals 4, = (q, ) with
g € Q, the rationals. Show that T is not a topology on R.
Solution:

Observe that A = U{4,:9€Q, 9> \/’2_} = (\[2_, )

is the union of members of T, but A & T since V/2 is irrational. Hence T violates [0,] and is therefore
not a topology on R.

Let T be a topology on a set X consisting of four sets, i.e.
T = {X; Q; A, B}

where A and B are non-empty distinct proper subsets of X. What conditions must
A and B satisfy?

Solution:
Since 4 N B must also belong to 7T, there are two possibilities:
Case I. ANB =@
Then AU B cannot be A or B; hence AUB = X. Thus the class {4, B} is a partition of X,

Case [I. ANB =4 or AnB =28

In either case, one of the sets is a subset of the other, and the members of T are totally ordered
by inclusion: QcAcCcBcX or pCcBCACX.

List all topologies on X = {a,b,c} which consist of exactly four members.
Solution:
Each topology T on X with four members is of the form T = {X,(,A,B} where A and B
correspond to Case I or Case Il of the preceding problem.
Case I. {A,B} is a partition of X.
The topologies in this case are the following:
T) = {X, 9, {a}, (b,¢}}, Ty = {X, 0,8} {e, 8}, Tz = {X,0,{c} {a,b}}
Case II. The members of T are totally ordered by inclusion.
The topologies in this case are the following:
Ty = {X, 0, {a}, {a, b}} T7 = {X, 9, {b}, {a b}}
75 = {X, 9, {a}, {a,c}} Ty = {X, 0, {c}, {a,c}}
Te = {X, 0, {b}, {b,c}} Ty {X, 9, {c}, {b,c}}
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Let f: X—=Y be a function from a non-empty set X into a topological space (Y,U).
Furthermore, let T be the class of inverses of open subsets of Y:

T = {f'[G]: Geu}
Show that T is a topology on X.

Solution:

Since U is a topology, Y, €U. But X = f~1[Y] and @ = f71[Q], so X, €T and T
satisfies [O4].

Let {A4;} be a class of sets in 7. By definition, there exist G; €U for which A; = f"1[G;]. But
Uid; = Ui HG] = 771{u; Gy
Since U is a topology, U;G; €U, so U;A; €T, and T satisfies [0,].
Lastly, let A,A, € T. Then
3G;,G, € U suchthat A; = f"1[G], Ay, = Ff"1[Gy

But Al n A2 = f_l [Gl] n f_l [Gg] = f_l [Gl n G2]
and G,NGs €U, Thus A;NAs €T and [04] is also satisfied.

Consider the second axiom for a topology T on a set X:
[{0:] The union of any number of sets in T belongs to T.

Show that [0:] can be replaced by the following weaker axiom:
[03] The union of any number of sets in T\ {X, @} belongs to T.

In other words, show that the axioms [0:], [0%] and [0s] are equivalent to the axioms
[04], [0:] and [0:].

Solution:
Let T be a class of subsets of X satisfying [0,1, [Oé] and [04], and let ¢4 be a subclass of T.

We want to show that T also satisfies [0.], i.e. that U{E:EF €4} € T.

Case I. X € cA.
Then WU{E :E €4} = X and therefore belongs to T by [04].

Case II. X & cA.

Then UE:E€cd) = WU{E:E A\ {X}}
But the empty set @ does not contribute any elements to a union of sets; hence
UE:E€A, = U{E:Ec€cA{X}} = WU{E:EcAN{X, 0}} (1)

Since o4 is a subelass of T, AN\ {X, 0} is a subclass of T\ {X,®}, so by [0'2] the union in (1)
belongs to T.

Prove: Let A be a subset of a topological space X with the property that each point
» € A belongs to an open set G, contained in A. Then A4 is open.
Solution:

For each point p€ A4, p€G,C A. Hence U{G,:pE€ A} = A and so A is a union of open sets
and, by [0.], is open.

Let T be a class of subsets of X totally ordered by set inclusion. Show that T satisfies
[0:], i.e. the intersection of any two members of T belongs to T.
Solution:
Let A,B€ T. Since T is totally ordered by set inclusion,
either ANB =A4A or AnB =B

In either case A NB € T, and so T satisfies [Os].
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9. Let T be the class of subsets of R consisting of R, (» and all open infinite intervals
E, = (a,©) with a € R. Show that T is a topology on R.

Solution:

Since R and © belong to T, T satisfies [0;]. Observe that T is totally ordered by set inclusion;
hence T satisfies [0;].

Now let o4 be a subclass of T\ {X, ()}, that is o4 = {F;:i €I} where I is some set of real
numbers. We want to show that U; E; belongs to 7. If I is not bounded from below, i.e. if
inf (I) = —=, then U;E;, = R. If I is bounded from below, say inf (I) = i;, then U;E; = (ij, ») = F

i
In either case, U;E, € T, and T satisfies [O;].

10. Let T be the class of subsets of N consisting of ¢ and all subsets of N of the form
E,={nn+1 n+2 ...} with n€N.
(1) Show that T is a topology on N.
(if) List the open sets containing the positive integer 6.
Solution:

1) Since » and E; = {1,2,3,...} = N belong to 7, T satisfies [0,]. Furthermore, since T is
totally ordered by set inclusion, T also satisfies [0;].

Now let ¢4 be a subclass of TN\ {N, @}, that is, 4 = {E,: n € I} where I is some set of
positive integers. Note that I contains a smallest positive integer n; and
U{En:'nel} = {no,n0+1,n0+2, ...} = E"O

which belongs to 7. Hence T satisfies [O;], and so T is a topology on N.

(il)  Since the non-empty open sets are of the form

E, = {nn+1,n+4+2 ...}
with n € N, the open sets containing the positive integer 6 are the following:
E, =N = {1,2,3,...} E, = {4,5,6,...}
E, = {2,3,4,...} E; = {56,7,...}
E; = {3,4,5,...} E; = {6,7,8,...}

ACCUMULATION POINTS, DERIVED SETS

11. Let T be the topology on N which consists of @ and all subsets of N of the form
E,={nn+1,n+2, ...} where n €N as in Problem 10.

(i) Find the accumulation points of the set 4 = {4,13,28,37}.
(ii) Determine those subsets ' of N for which E’=N.

Solution:

(1) Observe that the open sets containing any point p €N are the sets E; where {=p. If n;=36,
then every open set containing n, also contains 37€ A which is different from n,; hence ny = 36
is a limit point of A. On the other hand, if ny, > 36 then the open set E"o = {ngnyt1l,m+2,...}
contains no point of A different from n,. So ny,>36 is not a limit point of A. Accordingly,
the derived set of 4 is A4’ = {1,2,3,...,34,35,36}.

(iiy If E is an infinite subset of N then E is not bounded from above. So every open set containing
any point p€ N will contain points of E other than p. Hence E’' =N,
On the other hand, if F is finite then E is bounded from above, say, by 1y €N. Then the
open set Enoﬂ contains no point of E. Hence n;+1€ N 1is not a limit point of E, and so
E’#* N.
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12. Let A be a subset of a topological space (X,T). When will a point p € X not be a
limit point of A?

Solution:
The point p € X is a limit point of A iff every open neighborhood of p contains a point of 4 other

than p, i.e.,
PEG and GET implies (G\{pHNn4d = ¥
So p is not a limit point of A if there exists an open set G such that
PEG and (GN\{pHNA =0
or, equivalently, pEG and GNA =0 or GNA = {;)

or, equivalently, pEG and GNAC{p}

13. Let A be any subset of a discrete topological space X. Show that the derived set A’
of A is empty.

Solution:
Let p be any point in X. Reecall that every subset of a discrete space is open. Hence, in particular,
the singleton set G = {p} is an open subset of X. But

pEG and GnA = ({pind)c{p}

Hence, by the above problem, p & 4’ for every p€ X, ie. 4’ = ().

14. Consider the topology
T = {X,0,{a}, {a,b}, {a,cd}, {a,cd)}, {a,b,e}}
on X = {a,b,¢,d, e}. Determine the derived sets of (i) A = {c,d, e} and (ii) B = {b}.

Solution :
(1) Note that {a, b} and {a, b,e} are open subsets of X and that

e, b€ {a,b} and {a,b}N A =
e€{a,b,e} and {a,b,e}N A = {e}

Hence a,b and e are not limit points of A. On the other hand, every other point in X is a limit
point of A since every open set containing it also contains a point of A different from it.
Accordingly, A’ = {¢,d}.

(if)  Note that {a}, {a, b} and {a,c,d} are open subsets of X and that

a€{a} and {a}NB = O
b€ {a,b} and {a,b} N B = {b}
¢,d €{a,c,d} and {a,c,dyNB = @

Hence a, b, ¢ and d are not limit points of B = {b}. But ¢ is a limit point of B since the open sets
containing e are {a, b, e} and X and each contains the point b € B different from e¢. Thus B’ = {e}.

15. Prove: If A is a subset of B, then every limit point of A is also a limit point of B, i.e.,
A CB implies A’CPF.

Solution
Recall that p€ A" if (G\ {p})NA * ) for every open set G containing p. But B D A; hence

(GN{pH)NB DO (GN\{pHNA * 0

So p€ A’ implies pE€ B, i.e. A'C B,
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16. Let 71 and T be topologies on X such that T:1 C T., i.e. every Ti:-open subset of X is
also a T2-open subset of X. Furthermore, let A be any subset of X.
‘i) Show that every T»-limit point of A is also a T,-limit point of A.

(i) Construct a space in which a T,-limit point is not a T.-limit point.

Solution:

(1) Let p be a To-limit point of 4; ie. (G\{p}) N 4 #* @ for every GE T, such that p€ G. But
T,C T,y so, in particular, (G\{p})) N 4 % @ for every GE T, such that p€G, ie. p is a
T -limit point of A.

(ii) Consider the usual topology U and the discrete topology .2 on R. Note that U C ./ since

contains every subset of R. By Problem 13, 0 is not a .»-limit point of the set A ={1,1,4, ...}

since A’ is empty. But 0 is a limit point of A with respect to the usual topology on R.

17. Prove: Let A and B be subsets of a topological space (X,T). Then (AUB) = A" UB".
Solution:
Utilizing Problem 15, ACAUB implies A’ C (AUB)Y

BCc AUB implies B’ C (AUBY
So A'UB' C (AUB), and we need only show that
(AUBY Cc A" UB’
Assume p € A’ U B’; thus 3G,H € T such that
pEG and GN A C {p} and pEH and Hn B c {p}
But GnHE T, p€GNH and
(GNHYNn (AUB) = (GNHNA)U(GNHNB) C (GNA)U (HnNnB) C {p}ui{p} = {p}

Thus p & (AUB), and so (AUB) C (A"UB").

CLOSED SETS, CLOSURE OPERATION, DENSE SETS
18. Consider the following topology on X = {a,b,¢,d, e}:
T = {X, @, {a},{a,b}, {a,cd}, {a,b,cd}, {a b,e}}
(i)  List the closed subsets of X.
(ii) Determine the closure of the sets {a}, {b} and {c, e}.
(iiif) Which sets in (ii) are dense in X?

Solution:
(i) A set is closed iff its complement is open. Hence write the complement of each set in T:

0, X, {b,¢c,d,e}, {c,d,e}, {b,e}, {e}, {c,d}
(ii) The closure A of any set A is the intersection of all closed supersets of A. The only closed

superset of {a} is X; the closed supersets of {b} are {b,e}, {b,c,d,e} and X; and the closed
supersets of {c,e} are {¢,d,e}, {b,¢,d,e} and X. Thus,

{a} =X, () =10}, (g0} =led e}
(iii) A set A is dense in X iff A = X; so {a} is the only dense set.

19. Let T be the topology on N which consists of ¢» and all subsets of N of the form
E, = {n,n+1,n+2, ...} where n €N as in Problem 10.
(i) Determine the closed subsets of (N, T).
(i) Determine the closure of the sets {7,24,47,85} and {3,6,9,12, ...}.
(ili) Determine those subsets of N which are dense in N.

Solution:
) A set is closed iff its complement is open. Hence the closed subsets of N are as follows:

N, Q): {1}; {1,2}’ {1,2,3}, Ve ey {1,2,.-.,m}, “en
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(11) The closure of a set is the smallest closed superset. So
{7,24,47,85} = {1,2,...,84,85}, {3,6,9,12, ...} = {1,2,3,...} = N

(iii) If a subset A of N is infinite, or equivalently unbounded, then A = N, i.e. A is dense in N, If
A is finite then its closure is not N, i.e. A is not dense in N.

Let T be the topology on R consisting of R, () and all open infinite intervals E. = (a, ©)
where a € R. )

(i) Determine the closed subsets of (R, T).

(ii) Determine the closure of the sets {3,7), {7,24,47,85} and {3,6,9,12, ...}.

Solution:

(1) A set is closed iff its complement is open. Hence the closed subsets of (R, T) are », R and all
closed infinite intervals E, = (—«,a].

(i1) The closure of a set is the smallest closed superset. Hence
3,7) = (—=,7], {7,24,47,85} = (—=,85], {3,6,9,12,...} = (—=,=) = R

Let X be a discrete topological space. (i) Determine the closure of any subset 4 of X.
(ii) Determine the dense subsets of X.
Solution:

(i)  Recall that in a discrete space X any A C X is closed; hence 4 = A.
(i1) A is dense in X iff A=X. But A=A, soX is the only dense subset of X.

Let X be an indiscrete space. (i) Determine the closed subsets of X. (ii) Determine
the closure of any subset A of X. (iii) Determine the dense subsets of X.
Solution:

(1) Recall that the only open subsets of an indiscrete space X are X and (; hence the closed subsets
of X are also X and Q.

() If A=, then A=Q. If A (@, then X is the only closed superset of A; so A =X. That is,
for any AcCX,
i = O fA=0Q
- X ifA+0Q
(111) ACX is dense in X iff A = X; hence every non-empty subset of X is dense in X.

Prove Theorem 5.4: A subset A of a topological space X is closed if and only if 4
contains each of its accumulation points, i.e. 4’ C 4.

Solution:
Suppose A is closed, and let p € A4, i.e. p€ Ac. But A¢, the complement of a closed set, is open;
hence p& A’ for A¢ is an open set such that

pEAc and A NAdA =0
Thus A’ Cc A if A 1s closed.

Now assume A'CA; we show that A¢ is open. Let p€ Ac; then p&€A’, so 3 an open set G
h th

such that pEG and (GN\{PHnd =

But p & A; hence GNnA = (GN{pPHNA =0

So G c Ac, Thus p is an interior point of A¢, and so A¢ is open.

Prove: If F is a closed superset of any set A, then A’ C F'.

Solution:
By Problem 15, A C F' implies A’ Cc F'. But F’' C F, by Theorem 5.4, since F' is closed. Thus
A' c F' ¢ F, which implies A’ C F'.
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25. Prove: A U A’ is a closed set.

Solution:
Let pe(AUA’)x. Since p & A’, 3 an open set G such that

PEG and GnA = @ or {p}
However, p € A; hence, in particular, GN A = Q.

We also claim that GN A’ = @. For if g €G, then
9€G and GNA = @
where G is an open set., So g € A’ and thus Gn A’ = Q. Accordingly,
Gn(Aud) = (GnNA)u(Gn4d) = QU = @

and so GC (AUA:., Thus p is an interior point of (AuA’) which is therefore an open set.
Hence AUA’ is closed.

26. Prove Theorem 5.6: A = A U A’.

Solution:

Since A C A and fi_is closed, A’ c (A C A and hence AU A’ c A. But AUA’ is a closed set
containing A, so AcAcAuUA’. Thus A = AuAd’.

27. Prove: If ACRB then A C B.

Solution:
If ACB, then by Problem 15, A’cB’. So AU A’ C BU B’ or, by the preceding problem, A c B.

28. Prove: AUB = A UB.
Solution:
Utilizing the preceding problem, A CAUB and BCAUB; hence (AuB)cAUB. But
(AuB)c (AuB), a closed set since it is the union of two closed sets. Then (Proposition 5.5)
(AuBYyc AUBc(AuB) and therefore A UB = A U B.

29. Prove Proposition 5.7: (i) @ =@; (ii) A CA4; (iil) AUB=AUB; and (iv) (A7) = 4",
Solution:

d) and (iv): @ and A are closed; hence they are equal to their closures. (il) AcAUAd = A
(Problem 26). (iii) Preceding problem.

INTERIOR, EXTERIOR, BOUNDARY
30. Consider the following topology on X = {a, b,c,d, e}:

T = {X, 0 {a}, {a,b}, {a,c,d}, {a,],¢c,d}, {a,],e}}

(i) Find the interior points of the subset 4 = {a,b,c} of X. (ii) Find the exterior
points of A. (iii) Find the boundary points of A.
Solution:
(1)  The points @ and b are interior points of A since
a,bef{a,by c A = {a/b,e}

where {a, b} is an open set, i.e. since each belongs to an open set contained in A. Note that ¢
is not an interior point of A since ¢ does not belong to any open set contained in 4. Hence
int (4) = {a,b} is the interior of 4.

(i) The complement of A is Ac¢ = {d,e}. Neither d nor e are interior points of A¢ since neither
belongs to any open subset of A¢ = {d,e}. Hence int(4¢) = @, i.e. there are no exterior
points of A.

(iii) The boundary b (4) of A consists of those points which are neither interior nor exterior to A.
So bfA) = {¢d,e}.
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Prove Proposition 5.8: The interior of a set A is the union of all open subsets of 4.
Furthermore: (i) A° is open; (ii) A° is the largest open subset of A4, i.e. if G is an open
subset of A then G C A° C A; and (iii) A is open iff 4 = A",

Solution:
Let {G;} be the class of all open subsets of A. If x € A°, then « belongs to an open subset of 4, i.e.,

3i, suchthat «€ G;,

Henece # € U, & and s¢ 4° C U;&G;. On the other hand, if y €U;G;,, then y & Gl-0 for some 4,
Thus y € A°, and U;G; C A°. Accordingly, 4° = U;G,.

(1) A° = U;G; is open since it is the union of open sets.
(if)y If G is an open subset of A then G €{G}; so G C U;G, = A° C A.
(j1iy If A isopenthen A CTA°CA or A =A° If A = A° then A is open since A° is open.

Let A be a non-empty proper subset of an indiscrete space X. Find the interior,
exterior and boundary of A.
Solution:

X and @ are the only open subsets of X. Since X'# A4, ¢ is the only open subset of A4; hence
int (A) = . Similarly, int(A4¢) = @, i.e. the exterior of A is empty. Thus b(4) = X.

Let T be the topology on R consisting of R, ¢ and all open infinite intervals E, = (a, )
where ¢ € R. Find the interior, exterior and boundary of the closed infinite interval

A = [T7,).
Solution:
Since the interior of A is the largest open subset of A, int(A4) = (7, »). Note that Ac = (—=,7)

contains no open set except @; so int(Ac) = ext(4) = (. The boundary consists of those points
which do not belong to int (A) or ext (A); hence b(A4) = (—«,7].

Prove Theorem 5.9: A = int(4) U b(4)

Solution:

Since X = int(4)Ub(A4)Uext(4), (int(A)uUub(A)c = ext(A) and it suffices to show
(A)e = ext (A).

Let p € ext(A4); then 3 an open G such that

pEG C A¢ whichimplies GnAdA = @

So p is not a limit point of A, ie. p& A’, and p€A. Hence p € A'UA= A. In other words,
ext (4) C (A)e,

Now assume p € (A)c = (AUA). Thus p€ A’, so 3 an open set & such that

pEG and (GN\{pHNn4A =0

But also p@A4, so GNA =@ and pEGC Ac. Thus p €ext(4), and (4)° = ext(A4).

Show by a counterexample that the function f which assigns to each set its interior, i.e.
f(A) = int(4), does not commute with the function g which assigns to each set its
closure, i.e. g(4) = A.

Solution:
Consider Q, the set of rational numbers, as a subset of R with the usual topology. Recall
(Example 5.3) that the interior of Q is empty; hence

(@oHQ) = 9(fQ) = g(int(Q)) = g(P) = P = D
On the other hand, @ = R and the interior of R is R itself. So
(feg)Q) = fle@) = f@Q = f(R) = R
Thus gof < fog, or f and g do not commute.
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NEIGHBORHOODS, NEIGHBORHOOD SYSTEMS

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Consider the following topology on X = {a,b,¢,d, e}:
T = {X’ D, {a}, {a, b}, la, ¢, dy, {a,b,¢,d}, {a,D, e}}
List the neighborhoods (i) of the point ¢, (ii) of the point ¢.

Solution:

(1) A neighborhood of ¢ is any superset of an open set containing e. The open sets containing e are
{a,b,e} and X. The supersets of {a,b,e} are {a,b,e}, {a,b,c,¢}, {a,b,d, e} and X; the only
superset of X is X. Accordingly, the class of neighborhoods of e, i.e. the neighborhood system
of ¢, is

Ne = {{a,b,e}, {a,b,e,¢}, {a,b,d, e}, X}
(ii) The open sets containing ¢ are {a,e,d}, {a,b,c,d} and X. Hence the neighborhood system of ¢ is

N, = Ha,e,d}, {a,b,¢6,d}, {a,¢,d,¢}, X}

Determine the neighborhood system of a point p in an indiscrete space X.

Solution:
X and @ are the only open subsets of X; hence X is the only open set containing p. In addition,
X is the only superset of X. Hence N, = {X}.

Prove: The intersection N N M of any two neighborhoods N and M of a point p is
also a neighborhood of p.

Solution:
N and M are neighborhoods of p, so 3 open sets G, H such that

PEGCN and peEHCM
Hence p € GNHC NNM, and GnH is open, or NNM is a neighborhood of p.

Prove: Any superset M of a neighborhood N of a point p is also a neighborhood of p.

Solution:
N is a neighborhood of p, so 3 an open set G such that p € G C N. By hypothesis, N C M, so

pPEGCNCM which implies pEGC M
and hence M is a neighborhood of p.

Determine whether or not each of the following intervals is a neighborhood of 0 under
the usual topology for the real line R. (i) (—4, %], (ii) (-1,0], (iii) [0,%), (iv) (0,1].

Solution:

(1) Note that 0 € (—1,4) C (4, 4] and (=4, %) is open; so (—4,}] is a neighborhood of 0.

(il) and (iii) Any U-open set G containing 0 contains an open interval (a,b) containing 0, ie.
a <0 < b; hence G contains points both greater and less than 0. So neither (—1,0] nor [0, )
is a neighborhood of 0.

(iv) The interval (0,1] does not even contain 0 and hence is not a neighborhood of 0.

Prove: A set G is open if and only if it is a neighborhood of each of its points.

Solution:
Suppose G is open; then each point p €G belongs to the open set G contained in G. Hence G is a
neighborhood of each of its points.

Conversely, suppose G is a neighborhood of each of its points. So, for each point p€G, 3 an
open set G, such that p€ G, cG. Hence G = U {G,: p € G} and is open since it is a union of
open sets.
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Prove Proposition 5.10: Let N be the neighborhood system of a point p in a topological
space X. Then:

(i) N, is not empty and p belongs to each member of N,

(ii) The intersection of any two members of N, belongs to N,
(iii) Every superset of a member of N belongs to N,
(

iv) Each member N € N, is a superset of a member < € ‘Np where (¢ is a neighbor-
hood of each of its points.

Solution:

(1) If NN, then 3 an open set G such that p € G C N; hence pEN. Note X €N, since X is
an open set containing p; so N, # 9.

(ify  Proven in Problem 38. (ii1) Proven i Problem 39.

(iv) If NEN,, then N is a neighborhood of p, so 3 an open set G such that p € G C N. But by
the preceding problem G € N, and G is a neighborhood of each of its points.

SUBSPACES, RELATIVE TOPOLOGIES

43.

44.

45.

46.

Consider the following topology on X = {a,b,c,d,e}:
T = {X’ @’ {a}’ {a’ b}) {a) C} d}) {a: b: C;d}y {a; b; e}}

List the members of the relative topology T, on 4 = {a,c,e}.

Solution:
To = {ANG: GET}, sothe members of T, are:
AnX = A An{a} = {a} An{ae,ed} = {a,c} An{ab,e} = {a,¢}
AN =0 An{ab} = {a} Aniebed = {a,rc}

In other words, T, = {A, @, {a}, {a,c}, {a,e}}. Observe that {e,c} is not open in X, but is
relatively open in A4, ie. is T 4-open.

Consider the usual topology U on the real line R. Describe the relative topology U,
on the set N of positive integers.

Solution:
Observe that, for each positive integer n; € N,
{ng} = NN mg—4 ne+d)

and (ny— %, ng + %) is a U-open set; so every singleton subset {n,} of N is open relative to N. Hence
every subset of N is open relative to N since it is a union of singleton sets. In other words, Uy is
the discrete topology on N,

Let A be a T-open subset of (X,T) and let A C Y CX. Show that A is also open
relative to the relative topology on Y, i.e. A is a T ,-open subset of Y.

Solution:
Ty = {YNnG : GET), But ACY and AET; so A = YNAETy.

Consider the usual topology U on the real line R. Determine whether or not each of

the following subsets of I = [0,1] are open relative to I, i.e. T,-open: (i) (4,1],

(i) (4 %), (iii) (0, §J.

Solution;

(i)  Note that (,1] = In (§,3) and (},3) is open in R; hence (},1] is open relative to I

(ii) Since (, 2) is open in R, ie. (4, %) €U, it is open relative I by the preceding problem. In fact,
L3 =Int3).

(iiiy Since (0, §] is not the intersection of I with any TU-open subset of R, it is not U;-open.
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47.

48.

Let A be a subset of a topological space (X, T). Show that the relative topology T, is
well-defined. In other words, show that T, = {ANG : GET} is a topology on A.

Solution:
Since T is a topology, X and () belong to 7. Hence AnX = A4 and An @ = @ both belong
to T,, which then satisfies [0,].

Now let {H;:1€ 1} be a subclass of T,. By definition of T4, for each 1€l 3 a T-open set
G, such that H, = A n G;. By the distributive law of intersection over union,

U;H; = U (ANG) = An(Y;Gy
But U;G; €T as it is the union of T-open sets; hence U; H; € T,. Thus T, satisfies [0,].
Now suppose H,H, € T,. Then 3 G,,G, €T such that H = AnG, and Hy = AN G,
But G, NG, € T since T is a topology. Hence ’
H nHy, = (AnG) n(AnGy) = AN (G NGy)
belongs to T,. Accordingly, T4 satisfies [0y] and is a topology on A.

Let (X,T) be a subspace of (Y,T*) and let (Y, T*) be a subspace of (Z, T**). Show
that (X, T) is also a subspace of (Z, T**).

Solution:
Since X CY CZ, (X,T) is a subspace of (Z, T%%) if and only if T4"=T. Let G € T; now
= 7, so 3G* €Ty for which G = X nG* But T* = T;% so 3IG** € T** such that
G* = Y n G¥*. Thus
since XCVY; so GET" Accordingly, T C T3

Now assume G € Ty", ie. 3HET#* suchthat G = XNH. But YNHET* = T¢ so

X Y eET% = T, i
nYnH) €Ty Since v G (WnH) = XnH = G

we have G € T. Accordingly, ‘T; C T and the theorem is proved.

MISCELLANEOUS PROBLEMS

49.

50.

51.

Let P(X) be the power set, i.e. class of subsets, of a non-empty set X. Furthermore,

let &:P(X)—> P(X) be the identity mapping, i.e. for each A C X, k(4) = A.

(iy Verify that % satisfies the Kuratowski Closure Axioms of Theorem 5.12.

(ii) Determine the topology on X induced by k.

Solution:

(i) k(D) = @, so [K,] is satisfied. k(AuB) = AU B = k(A) U k(B), so [K;] is satisfied.
k(A) = A DA, so [K;] is satisfied. k(k(A)) = k(A), so [K,] is satisfied.

(il) A subset FCX is closed in the topology induced by k if and only if k(F)=F. But k(A) = A
for every ACX, so every set is closed and k induces the discrete topology.

Let T be the cofinite topology on the real line R, and let (@i, a», ...) be a sequence in R
with distinct terms. Show that (a.) converges to every real number p € R.

Solution:

Let G be any open set containing p€R. By definition of the cofinite topology, G¢ is a finite set
and hence can contain only a finite number of the terms of the sequence (a,) since the terms are
distinct. Thus G contains almost all of the terms of («,), and so (@,) converges to p.

Let T be the collection of all topologies on a non-empty set X, partially ordered by class
inclusion. Show that T is a complete lattice, i.e. if § is a non-empty subcollection of T
then sup ($) and inf (S) exist.
Solution:

Let T, = n{T:T €8} By Theorem 5.1, T, is a topology; so T; €T and Ty = inf (§).

Now let B be the collection of all upper bounds of §. Observe that B is non-empty since, for
example, the discrete topology .0 on X belongs to B. Let T, = n {T: T € B}. Again by Theorem 5.1,
T, is a topology on X and, furthermore, Ty = sup ($).



84

52.

TOPOLOGICAL SPACES: DEFINITIONS [CHAP. 5

Let X be a non-empty set and, for each point p € X, let ¢4, denote the class of subsets
of X containing p.
(i) Verify that c4, satisfies the Neighborhood Axioms of Theorem 5.11.
(i) Determine the induced topology on X.
Solution:
(i) Since p€ X, X €o4, and, so, o4, ?. By hypothesis, p belongs to each member of cq,. Hence
[A,] is satisfied.
If M,N€Ec4, then pEM and pEN, and so pEM N N. Hence M N N €c4, and so
[A;] is satisfied.
If NEcd, and NC M, ie. if pENCM, then pEM. Hence ME€cq, and so [A;z] is
satisfied.
By definition of ¢4, every ACX has the property that A €c4, for every p €A. Hence [A4]
is satisfied.

(ii) A subset A C X is open in the induced topology if and only if A €A, for every p€ A. Since
every subset of X has this property, the induced topology on X is the discrete topology.

Supplementary Problems

TOPOLOGICAL SPACES

53.

54,

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

List all possible topologies on the set X = {a,b}.

Prove Theorem 5.1: Let {T,:i€ I} be any collection of topologies on a set X. Then the intersection
N; T; is also a topology on X.

Let X be an infinite set and let T be a topology on X in which all infinite subsets of X are open. Show
that T is the discrete topology on X.

Let X be an infinite set and let T consist of ) and all subsets of X whose complements are countable.
(i) Prove that (X, T) is a topological space.
(i) If X is countable, describe the topology determined by T.

Let T = {R%,Q} U {G,.:k E€R} be the class of subsets of the plane R2 where
G, = {, ) 2,y ER, x>y+k}

(i) Prove that T is a topology on R2.

(i) Is T a topology on R2 if “k € R” is replaced by “k EN"? by “kcQ”?

Prove that (R2, T) is a topological space where the elements of T are () and the complements of finite
sets of lines and points.

Let {p} be an arbitrary singleton set such that p €R; e.g. {R}. Furthermore, let R* = Ru {p} and
let T be the class of subsets of R* consisting of all U-open subsets of R and the complements (relative
to R") of all bounded U-closed subsets of R. Prove that T is a topology on R*,

Let {p} be an arbitrary singleton set such that p&R; and let R* = RU {p}. Furthermore, let T
be the class of subsets of R* consisting of all subsets of R and the complements (relative to R*) of all
finite subsets of R. Prove that T is a topology on R*.

ACCUMULATION POINTS, DERIVED SETS

61.

62.

63.

64.

Prove: A'uU B = (AuBYy.
Prove:; If p is a limit point of the set A, then p is also a limit point of A \ {p}.
Prove: Let X be a cofinite topological space. Then A’ is closed for any subset A of X.

Consider the topological space (R,T) where T consists of R, » and all open infinite intervals
E, = (a,»), a €R. Find the derived set of: (i) the interval [4,10); (ii) Z, the set of integers.

a
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65.

66.

Let T be the topology on R* = R U {p} defined in Problem 59.
(1) Determine the accumulation points of the following sets:
(1) open interval (a,b), a,b €ER (2) infinite open interval (a, ), a € R (3) R.

(ii) Determine those subsets of R* which have p as a limit point.
Let T1 and T, be topologies on a set X with T, coarser than T, ie. T;C T,.

(i) Show that every T,-accumulation point of a subset A of X is also a Ti-accumulation point.
{ii)  Construct an example in which the converse of (i) does not hold.

CLOSED SETS, CLOSURE OF A SET, DENSE SUBSETS

67.
68.
69.

70.
71.

72.

73.
74.

Construct a non-discrete topological space in which the closed sets are identical to the open sets.
Prove: AN BC An B. Construct an example in which equality does not hold.
Prove: AN\ BcC (A B). Construct an example in which equality does not hold.

Prove: If A is open, then AN Bc 4 n B.

Prove; Let A4 be a dense subset of (X,T), and let B be a non-empty open subset of X. Then
AN B # Q.

Let T, and T, be topologies on X with T, coarser than T,. Show that the T,-closure of any subset
A of X is contained in the Ty -closure of A.

Show that every non-finite subset of an infinite cofinite space X is dense in X.

Show that every non-empty open subset of an indiscrete space X is dense in X.

INTERIOR, EXTERIOR, BOUNDARY

7.

76.

7.

78.

9.
80.

81.

Let X be a discrete space and let ACX. Find (i) int(4), (ii) ext(A4), and (ii1) b (4).

Prove: (i) b(A) Cc A if and only if A is closed.

(i) b(A)Nn A = @ if and only if A 1s open.

(iii) b(A4) = @ if and only if A is both open and closed.
Prove: If AN B = (, then b(AUB) = b(4) U b(B).

Prove: (i) A° N B° = (ANnB)°®, (ii) A° U B°C (AUB)°. Construct an example in which equality
in (ii) does not hold.

Prove: b(A°) C b(A). Construct an example in which equality does not hold.
Show that int (4) U ext (A) need not be dense in a space X. (It is true if X =R.)

Prove: Let T, and T, be topologies on X with T, coarser than T,, i.e. T C Ty, and let A C X, Them
(i)  The T,-interior of A is a subset of the Ty-interior of A.
(i) The T,-boundary of A is a subset of the T -boundary of A.

NEIGHBORHOODS, NEIGHBORHOOD SYSTEMS

82.
83.
84.

Let X be a cofinite topological space. Show that every neighborhood of a point p € X is an open set.
Let X be an indiscrete space. Determine the neighborhood system N, of any point pE X.

Show that if N, is finite, then M{N: N € N,} belongs to N,,.

SUBSPACES, RELATIVE TOPOLOGIES

85.
86.

Show that every subspace of a discrete space is also discrete.

Show that every subspace of an indiscrete space is indiscrete.
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81.

38.

89.

90.

TOPOLOGICAL SPACES: DEFINITIONS [CHAP. 5

Let (Y, Ty) be a subspace of (X, T). Show that ECY is Ty-closed if and only if ¥ = Y N F, where
F is a T-closed subset of X.

Let (A, T,) be a subspace of (X, T). Prove that T, consists of the members of T contained in A, ie.
Ty = {G:GCA,GE T}, if and only if A i1s a T-open subset of X.

Let (Y, Ty) be a subspace of (X, 7). For any subset 4 of ¥, let A and A° be the closure and interior
of A with respect to T and let (A)y and (A°)y be the closure and interior of A with respect to Ty.
Prove (i) (A)y = AnY, (i) A° = (A°yn Y°.

Let A, B and C be subsets of a topological space X with CCc Au B, If A, B and AUB are given

the relative topologies, prove that C is open with respect to AUB if and only if CN A is open with
respect to A and Cn B is open with respect to B.

EQUIVALENT DEFINITIONS OF TOPOLOGIES

91.

92,

93.

94,

9.

53.
56.
64.
65.
67.
7.
80.

Prove Theorem 5.11: Let X be a non-empty set and let there be assigned to each point p€X a class
oA, of subsets of X satisfying the following axioms:

[A;]1 o4, is not empty and p belongs to each member of o4,,.

[A;] The intersection of any two members of o4, belongs to o4,

[A;] Every superset of a member of o4, belongs to o4, :
[A;] Each member NEc-Ap is a superset of a member GE€c4, such that GE€c4, for every g €G6.

Then there exists one and only one topology T on X such that o4, is the T-neighborhood system of
the point p€X.

Prove Theorem 5.12: Let X be a non-empty set and let k:P(X)—> P(X) satisfy the following
Kuratowski Closure Axioms: r

[Ki]l (@) =90, I[K;] ACk(A), [K;3l M(AUB) = k(A) U k(B), [K4]l k(k(A)) = k(A)
Then there exists one and only one topology T on X such that k(A) will be the T-closure of ACX.
Prove: Let X be a non-empty set and let 7:P(X)—> P(X) satisfy the following properties:

(1) (X)=2X, (i) (A)cC A, (i) (AUB) = 1(A) U i(B), (iv) (i(4)) = 1(4)
Then there exists one and only one topology T on X such that i#(A4) will be the T-interior of ACX.
Prove: Let X be a non-empty set and let ¥ be a class of subsets of X satisfying the following
properties:
(i) X and @ belong to .

(i1) The intersection of any number of members of ¥ belongs to F.
(1i1) The union of any two members of F belongs to ¥.

Then there exists one and only one topology T on X such that the members of ¥ are precisely the
T-closed subsets of X.

Let a neighborhood of a real number p€R be any set containing p and containing all the rational

numbers of some open interval (a,b) where a < p < b.

(i) Show that these neighborhoods actually satisfy the neighborhood axioms and hence define a
topology on the real line R.

(i) Show that any set of irrational numbers does not contain any accumulation points.

(iii) Show that any sequence of irrational numbers, such as ( #/2,#/3,7/4,... ), does not converge.

Answers to Supplementary Problems
(X, 0}, {X,{a}, 9}, {X,{b},9} and {X,{a},{}}, D}
(11) Discrete topology.
(i) (—,10] (i1) R
G): (1) [a,b], (@) [@ =) U {p}, (3) R*. (ii) Unbounded subsets of R.
X = {a,b,e)}, T ={X, D, {a,b},{e}}
(i) 4, (ii) Ac, (i) @
Let X = {a,b} be an indiscrete space and let A = {a}.



Chapter 6

Bases and Subbases

BASE FOR A TOPOLOGY

Let (X, T) be a topological space. A class B of open subsets of X, i.e. BC T, is a base
for the topology T iff

(1) every open set G € T is the union of members of 3.

Equivalently, 8 C T is a base for T iff
(ii) for any point p belonging to an open set G, there exists BEB withpE€B CG.

Example 1.1:

Example 1.2:

Example 1.3:

The open intervals form a base for the usual topology on the line R. For if G C R"
is open and p € G, then by definition, 3 an open interval (a, b) with p € (a, b) C G.
Similarly, the open dises form a base for the usual topology on the plane R2.

The open rectangles in the plane R2,
bounded by sides parallel to the z-axis
and y-axis, also form a base B for the
usual topology on R2. For, let G C R?
be open and p € G. Hence there exists
an open disc D, centered at p with
pE€D, C G. Then any rectangle BEB
whose vertices lie on the boundary of
D, satisfies

pEBCD,CG or pEBCG

as indicated in the diagram. In other
words, B satisfies (ii) above.

Consider any discrete space (X,.7). Then the class B = {{p}:p € X} of all
singleton subsets of X is a base for the discrete topology 2 on X. "For each single-
ton set {p} is JJ-open, since every A C X is D-open; furthermore, every set is the
union of singleton sets. In fact any other class B* of subsets of X is a base for
2 if and only if it is a superclass of B, i.e. B* D B.

We now ask the following question: Given a class B of subsets of a set X, when will
the class B be a base for some topology on X? Clearly X = WU{B:B € B} is necessary
since X is open in every topology on X. The next example shows that other conditions

are also needed.

Example 1.4:

Let X = {a,b,¢}. We show that the class B consisting of {a,b} and {b,c}, i.e..
B = {{a, b}, {b,c}}, cannot be a base for any topology on X. For-then {a,b} and
{b,¢} would themselves be open and therefore their intersection {@,b} n {b,c} = {b}
would also be open; but {b} is not the union of members of B.

The next theorem gives both necessary and sufficient conditions for a class of sets to
be a base for some topology.

Theorem 6.1: Let B be a class of subsets of a non-empty set X. Then B is a base for some
topology on X if and only if it possesses the following two properties:

(1)

X = Y{B:BE€3B).

(il) For any B,B* €8, BN B* is the union of members of B, or, equiva-

lently, if » € BN B* then 3B, € B such that p € B, C Bn B*.

87
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Example 15:

SUBBASES

BASES AND SUBBASES (CHAP. 8

Let B be the class of open-closed intervals in the real line R:
B = {(a,b]: a,bER, a <bh)
Clearly R is the union of members of B since every real number belongs to some
open-closed intervals. In addition, the intersection (@, b] N (¢,d] of any two open-
closed intervals is either empty or another open-closed interval. For example,
f a<e<b<d then (a,b] N (e, d] = (¢, b
as indicated in the diagram below.

a ¢ b d

Thus the class T consisting of unions of open-closed intervals is a topology on R, i.e.
B is a base for a topology T on R. This topology T is called the upper limit
topology on R. Observe that T #= U.

Similarly, the class of closed-open intervals,
B* = {[a,b): a,b ER, a < b}
is a base for a topology T* on R called the lower limit topology on R.

Let (X, T) be a topological space. A class of of open subsets of X, i.e. o C T, is a
subbase for the topology T on X iff finite intersections of members of of form a base for T,

Example 2.1:

Example 2.2;

Observe that every open interval (@, b) in the line R is the intersection of two
infinite open intervals (@, ) and (~«,b): (a,b) = (@, )N (—=,b). But the open
intervals form a base for the usual topology on R; hence the class of of all infinite
open intérvals is a subbase for R.

The intersection of a vertical and a horizontal infinite open strip in the plane R2
is an open rectangle as indicated in the diagram below.

Yy

But, as noted previously, the open rectangles form a base for the usual topology
on R2  Accordingly, the class of of all infinite open strips is a subbase for R2

TOPOLOGIES GENERATED BY CLASSES OF SETS

Let o4 be any class of subsets of a non-empty set X. As seen previously, ¢4 may not
be a base for a topology on X. However, ¢4 always generotes a topology on X in the

following sense:
Theorem 6.2:

Any class ¢4 of subsets of a non-empty set X is the subbase for a unique

topology T on X. That is, finite intersections of members of ¢4 form a
base for the topology T on X.

Example 3.1:

Consider the following class of subsets of X = {a, b, ¢, d}:
ed = {{a,b}, {b,¢}, {d}}
Finite intersections of members of ¢4 gives the class

B = {{a, b}, {b,¢}, {d}, {b}, O, X}
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(Note X € B since, by definition, it is the empty intersection of members of <4.)
Taking unions of members of B gives the class
T = {{al b}’ {bl C}J {d}l {b}’ Q, X) {af b? d}) {b) c’ d}) {b, d}, {a, b’ c}}
which is the topology on X generated by the class 4.
Example 3.2: Let (X, <) be any non-empty totally ordered set. The topology on X generated by
the subsets of X of the form
{x€X :2<p, p€EX} or {x€X :p<zx pEX)

is called the order topology on X. Observe, by Example 2.1, that the usual topology
on R is, in fact, identical to the (natural) order topology on R.

The topology generated by a class of sets can also be characterized as follows:

Proposition 6.3: Let ¢4 be a class of subsets of a non-empty set X. Then the topology T
on X generated by 4 is the intersection of all topologies on X which
contain o4.

LOCAL BASES

Let p be any arbitrary point in a topological space X. A class ‘B, of open sets con-
taining p is called a local base at p iff for each open set G containing p, 3G, €B, with the
property p € G, C G.

Example 41:  Consider the usual topology on the plane R? and any point p € R%. Then the class

B, of all open discs centered at p is a local base at p. For, as proven previously,
any open set G containing p also contains an open dise D, whose center is p.

Similarly, the class of all open intervals (& — §, @ + §) in the line R with center
@ € R is a local base at the point a.

The following relationship between a base (“in the large”) for a topology and a local
base (“in the small”’) at a point clearly holds:

Proposition 6.4: Let B be a base for a topology T on X and let p € X. Then the members
of the base B which contain p form a local base at the point p.

Some concepts previously defined in terms of the open sets containing a point p can
also be defined merely in terms of the members of a local base at p. For example,

Proposition 6.5: A point p in a topological space X is an accumulation point of A CX iff
each member of some local base B, at p contains a point of 4 different
from p.

Proposition 6.6: A sequence (@), @, ...) of points in a topological space X converges to
p € X iff each member of some local base B, at p contains almost all of
the terms of the sequence.

The previous three propositions imply the following useful corollary.

Corollary 6.7: Let ‘B be a base for a topology T on X. Then:

(iy p€X is an accumulation point of A CX iff each open base set B € B
containing p contains a point of A different from p;

(ii) a sequence (ai, as, . ..) of points in X converges to p € X iff each open
base set B € B containing p contains almost all of the terms of the
sequence.
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Example 4.2: Consider the lower limit topology T on the real line R which has as a base the class
of closed-open intervals [a, b), and let A = (0,1). Note that ¢ = {1,2) is a T-open
set containing 1 € R for which GNA = ¢; hence 1 is not a limit point of A.
On the other hand, 0 € R is a limit point of A since any open base set [, b) con-
taining 0, i.e. for which « = 0 < b, contains points of A other than 0.
Solved Problems

BASES

1. Show the equivalence of both definitions of a base for a topology, that is, if B is a sub-
class of T then the following statements are equivalent:

(i) Each G € T is the union of members of 3.
(ii) For any point p belonging to an open set G, 3B, €B such that p € B, CG.
Solution:
If G = U;B; where B; € B, then each point p €& = U;B; belongs to at least one member
B; in the union; so
0 pEBlOC UiBi:G
On the other hand, if for each p € G, 3B, € B such that p € B,C G, then
G = W{B,: pEG)
and G is the union of members of B.

2. Determine whether or not each of the following classes of subsets of the plane R? is a
base for the usual topology on R?: (i) the class of open equilateral triangles; (ii) the
class of open squares with horizontal and vertical sides.

Solution:

Both of the above classes are a base for the usual topology on R2, For let G be an open subset
of R? and let p€G. Then 3 an open disc D, centered at p such that p € D, C G. Observe that either
an equilateral triangle or a square can be inscribed in D), as indicated in the diagrams below.

Hence each class satisfies the second definition of a base for a topology.
3. Let B be a base for a topology T on X and let B* be a class of open sets containing ‘B,

ie. BC B*C T. Show that B* is also a base for T.

Solution:

Let G be an open subset of X. Since B is a base for (X, T), G is the union of members of B, i.e.
G = U; B; where B;€ 8. But B C B*, hence each B; € B also belongs to B*. So G is the union
of members of B*, and therefore B* is also a base for (X, 7).
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4.

Let X be a discrete space and let B be the class of all singleton subsets of X, l.e.
B = {{p): p € X}. Show that any class B* of subsets of X is a base for X if and
only if it is a superclass of B.
Solution:

Suppose B* is a base for X, Since any singleton set {p} is open in a discrete space, {p} must be

a union of members of B*. But a singleton set can only be the union of itself or itself with the
empty set ). Hence {p} must be a member of B*, so B C B*,

On the other hand, since B is a base for the discrete space X (see Example 1.3), any superset of B
is also a base for X.

Prove Theorem 6.1: Let B be a class of subsets of a non-empty set X. Then B is a
base for some topology on X if and only if it satisfies the following two properties:

i) X = U{B: B €&3B)].

(ii) For any B,B* € B, Bn B* is the union of members of B, or, equivalently, if
p € BN B* then 3B, € B such that p € B, C BN B*.

Solution:

Suppose B is a base for a topology T on X. Since X is open, X is the union of members of B.
Hence X is the union of all the members of B, i.ee. X = U{B:B &€ B}. Furthermore, if B, B*€ B
then, in particular, B and B* are open. Hence the intersection B N B* is also open and, since B is
a base for T, it is the union of members of B. Thus (i) and (ii) are satisfied.

Conversely, suppose B is a class of subsets of X which satisfy (i) and (ii) above. Let T be the
class of all subsets of X which are unions of members of B. We claim that T is a topology on X.
Observe that B < T will be a base for this topology.

By (i), X = U{B: B€ B}; so X € T. Note that @ is the union of the empty subclass of B, i.e.
O = WU{B: BEQ®CB};, hence PE T, and so T satisfies [0,].

Now let {G;} be a class of members of 7. By definition of T, each G, is the union of members
of B, hence the union U;&; is also the union of members of ¥ and so belongs to 7. Thus 7T
satisfies [Os].

Lastly, suppose G,H € T. We need to show that G n H also belongs to 7. By definition
of T, there exist two subclasses {B;:i{€I} and {B;:j€J} of B such that G = U;B; and
H = u;B;. Then, by the distributive laws,

GnH = (UB)n(U;B) = U{BNB i€l jEJ]}

But by (ii), B; N B; is the union of members of B; hence GNH = W{B,nB;:i€l,j€J} is also
the union of members of B and so belongs to T which therefore satisfies [0;]. Hence T is a topology
on X with base B.

Let B and B* be bases, respectively, for topologies T and T* on a set X. Suppose
that each B €38 is the union of members of B*. Show that T is coarser than T*, i.e.
T CT*.
Solution:

Let G be a T-open set. Then & is the union of members of B, iie. G = U;B; where B, € B,
But, by hypothesis, each B; € B is the union of members of B*, and so G = U; B; is also the union
of members of B* which are T#-open sets. Hence G is also a T*-open set, and so T C T*,

Show that the usual topology U on the real line R is coarser than the upper limit
topology T on R which has as a base the class of open-closed intervals (a,b].
Solution:
Note first that any open interval iS the union of open-closed intervals. For example,
(¢, ) = U{(a, b—1/n] : n € N}

Since the class of open intervals is a base for U, by the preceding problem, U € T, ie any U-open
set is also T-open.
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Consider the upper limit topology T on the real line R which has as a base the class of
open-closed intervals (a, b]. (i) Show that the open infinite interval (4, ) and the closed
infinite interval (—«,2] are T-open sets. (ii) Show that any open infinite interval
(@, =) and any closed infinite interval (—«,b] are T-open sets. (iii) Show that any
open-closed interval (e, b] is both T-open and T-closed.

Solution:
1) Observe that (4,») = (4,5] U (4,6] U (4,7] U (4,8 U .-

(—00,2] = (0,2] U (—1,2] @] (—2,2] U +-e
Hence each is T-open since each is the union of members of the base for T,
(i)  Similarly, (¢,») = (@,a+1] U (a,a+2] U (a,a+3] U --
(—o,b] = (b-=1,b) U (b—2,b] U (b—3,b] U (b—4,b] U ---
Hence each is T-open.

(iii) (e, b]c = (—»,a] U (b, »), and the two intervals on the right are open, so their union is open
and therefore (a, b] is closed. But (g, b] belongs to the base for T and so is also open.

SUBBASES, TOPOLOGIES GENERATED BY CLASSES OF SETS

9.

10.

11.

Let X = {a,b,¢,d,e} and let <4 = {{a,b,c}, {c,d}, {d,¢}}. Find the topology on X
generated by 4.

Solution:
First compute the class B of all finite intersections of sets in A4:

B = {X, {ab,c}, {c,d}, {d e}, {c}, {d}, O}

(Note that X € B, since by definition X is the empty intersection of members of <4.) Taking unions
of members of B kgives the class -

T = {X,{ab, e}, {c,d}, {d, e}, {c}, {d}, @, {a,b,¢,d}, {¢c,d,e}}
which is the topology on X generated by 4.

Determine the topology T on the real line R generated by the class o4 of all closed
intervals [a, @+ 1] with length one.

Solution:
Let p be any point in R. Note that the closed intervals [p—1,p] and [p,p+ 1] belong to cd
as they have length one. Hence
[p—1,p] n[p,p+1] = {p}

belongs to the topology T, i.e. all singleton sets {»} are T-open, and so T is the discrete topology on X.

Let o4 be the class of all open half-planes H in the plane R? of the form
H = {&x,9:x<a orz>a ory<a, ory>a}

(See diagrams below.)

r<a r>a

Find the topology on R? generated by <4,
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12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

Solution:
Observe that every open rectangle B = {(x,y):a<z<b, c<y<d} is the intersection of the

four half-planes
Hy = {z,y e <2z} Hy = {(z,9) : ¢ <y}

Hy = {@,y) : = < b} Hy = {z,y) : y< d}
Since each H € ¢4 is U-open, and since the class of all open rectangles B is a base for the usual

topology U on R?, the class ¢4 is a subbase for 1. That is, ¢4 generates the usual topology on the
plane R2.

Consider the discrete topology -2 on X = {a,b,c,d,e}. Find a subbase of for .2 which
does not contain any singleton sets.
Solution:

Recall that any class B of subsets of X is a base for the discrete topology ./ on X iff it contains

all singleton subsets of X. Hence ~f is a subbase for /D iff finite intersections of members of ~f gives
{a}, {b}, {c}, {d} and {e}. So of = {{a,b},{b, ¢}, {c,d}, {d, e}, {¢,a}} is a subbase for ..

Let =/ be a subbase for a topology T on X and let A be a subset of X. Show that the
class f, = {ANS : S €S} isa subbase for the relative topology T, on A.
Solation:

Let H be a T 4-open subset of A. Then H = AN G where G is a T-open subset of X. By
hypothesis, ~f is a subbase for T; so

G = LJl-(Si1 ﬂSizﬂ ﬂSiﬂvi) where Sikeoj

Hence H = AnG = Am[ui(Silm~-mSin()]

= ui[V(AmSl-l) n-—+N(A ﬂSini)]

Thus H is the union of finite intersections of members of ~f, and therefore f, is a subbase for T,.

Show that all intervals (a,1] and [0,b), where 0<a,b <1, form a subbase for the
relative usual topology on the unit interval I = [0,1].

Solution:
Recall that the infinite open intervals (a, ) and (—«, b) form a subbase for the usual topology
on the real line R, The intersection of these infinite open intervals with I = [0, 1] are the sets

0,1, (a,1] and [0,b) which, by the preceding problem, form a subbase for I = [0,1]. But we can
exclude the empty set @ and the whole space I from any subbase; so the intervals (a,1] and [0, b)
form a subbase for I.

Show that if o/ is a subbase for topologies T and T* on X, then T = T*.

Solution:

Suppose G € T. Since ~f is a subbase for T, G = Ui(Sil NN Szni) where Sik € f.

But ~f is also a subbase for 7% and so ~f C T%; hence each Sy € T*. Since T* is a topology,
Sy N+~ NS, €T* and hence GE€ T* Thus T C T* Similarly T# C T, and so T = T*,

Prove Theorem 6.2: Any class ¢4 of subsets of a non-empty set X is the subbase for
a unique topology on X. That is, finite intersections of members of <4 form a base
for a topology T on X.
Solugion:
We show that the class B of finite intersections of members of ¢4 satisfies the two conditions in

Theorem 6.1 for it to be a base for a topology on X:

) X = U{B: BE B,

(ii) For any G,H& B, Gn H is the union of members of B,
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Note X € B, since X by definition is the empty intersection of members of <4; so
X = U{B:Be®B}
Furthermore, if G,H € B, then G and H are finite intersections of members of <4. Hence

G n H is also a finite intersection of members of ¢4 and therefore belongs to B. Accordingly, B is a
base for a topology T on X for which ¢4 is a subbase. The preceding problem shows that T is unique.

Prove Proposition 6.3: Let <4 be a class of subsets of a non-empty set X. Then the
topology T on X generated by <4 is the intersection of all topologies on X which
contain cA.

Solution:

Let {T;} be the collection of topologies on X containing ¢4, and let T% = n,;T,. Note that
ed C T*. We want to prove that T = T* Since T is a topology containing <4, and T* is the
intersection of all such topologies, we have T c T.

On the other hand, suppose G € T. Then by the definition of T,
G = Ui(S;nS,n - nSiy) where Sy, € A
But <4 C T% hence each Sik € T* Accordingly, S',»1 NN Sini € T* and so
G = Ui (S noeee ﬂSini) e T*

We have shown that G € T implies G € T*; hence T < T*%  Consequently T = T*,

LOCAL BASES

18.

19.

20.

Prove Proposition 6.5: A point p in a topological space (X, T) is an accumulation point
of A C X iff each member of some local base B, at p contains a point of A different
from p.

Solution:
Recall p € X is an accumulation point of 4 if (GN\{p}))NA+#=® for all GE T such that
p€G. But B, C T, so in particular (B\{p})) N4 # @ for all B € B,

Conversely, suppose (BN {p})nN A # @ for all B € B, and let G be any open subset of X
containing p. Then 3B, € ‘B, for which p € ByC G. But then

(GN{PH N A D (BpN\N{ph)NA #= O
So (GN\ {p})NA #* @, or p is an accumulation point of A.

Prove Proposition 6.6: A sequence (a;, as, ...) of points in a topological space (X, T)
converges to p € X iff each member of some local base B, at » contains almost all of
the terms of the sequence.

Solution:
Recall that a, —~ p iff every open set G € T containing p contains almost all the terms of the
sequence. But B, c T, so in particular each B € B, contains almost all the terms of the sequence.

On the other hand, suppose every B € B, contains almost all the terms of the sequence, and
let G be any open set containing p. Then IB, € B, for which p € By c G. Hence G also contains
almost all the terms of the sequence, and so (a,) converges to p.

Show that every point p in a discrete space X has a finite local base.

Solution:

Note that the singleton set {p} is open since every subset of a discrete space is open. Accordingly
the class B, = {{p}}, ie. the class consisting of the singleton set {p}, is a local base at p since
every open set G containing p must be a superset of {p}.
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21. Consider the upper limit topology T on the real line R which has as a base the class of

open-closed intervals (a, b]. Determine whether or not each of the following sequences
converges to 0:

(i) 1,4 4 .. (ii) (—1, —3%, % ...)
Solution:
(i) No. For the T-open set (—2,0] containing 0 does not contain any term of the sequence.

(i) Yes. For any open basic set (@, b] containing 0, i.e. for which ¢ <0 =15, 3In; €N such that
a < —1/ny < 0. Hence »>mn, implies —~1/n € (q,b].

Supplementary Problems

BASES FOR TOPOLOGIES

22. Show that the class of closed intervals [g, b], where a and b are rational and a < b, is not a base for
a topology on the real line R.
23. Show that the class of closed intervals [a, b], where a is rational and b is irrational and a<b, is a
base for a topology on the real line R.
24. Let B be a base for a topology T on X and let A ¢ X. Show that the class By, = {ANG: GEB}
is a base for the relative topology T4 on A.
25. Let B be the class of half-open rectangles in the plane R2 indi-
cated in the diagram on the right, i.e. of the form
{o,y :a=2<b, c=y<d}
(1) Show that B is a base for a topology T on R2.
(ii) Show that the relative topology T, on the line
A = {(’(x,y) rxty =0}
is the discrete topology on A. A B
(1ii) Show that the relative topology Ty on the line
B = {&y: 2=y}
is not the discrete topology on B.
26. Let B be a class of subsets of a non-empty set X totally ordered by set inclusion. Show that B is a
base for a topology on X provided that X = U{B: B € B}.
27. Show that a topology T on X is finite if and only if T has a finite base.
SUBBASES
28, Let X = {a,b,c,d,e}. Find the topology T on X generated by 4 = {{a}, {a, b, c}, {¢,d}}.
29. Determine the smallest subbase of for the discrete topology T on any non-empty set X.
30. Let of be the class of all closed intervals [a,b] where @ and b are rational, i.e. ¢,b €Q, and a <b.
Show that of U {{p} : p€ Q) is a base for the topology T on the real line R generated by f.
31. Show that if of is a subbase for a topology T on X, then of \ {X, @} is also a subbase for T.
32. Let T and T* be the topologies on X generated respectively by ¢4 and e4*.

Show that: (i) o4 Ced* implies T C T* and (i) A CeA* C T implies T = T*,
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Let -f be a subbase for a topological space X and let G C X be an open set containing a point p € X,
Show that there exists a finite number of members of ~f, say S,,S,, ...,S,, Wwith the property that
peES;NSnN----nS,CqG.

LOCAL BASES

34.

36.

37.

38.

39.

28,

37.

38.

39.

Let (X, T) be a topological space and let <4 be a T-local base at p € X. Consider any subset A of X
such that p € A C X, and consider the relative topology T, on A. Show that the following class of
subsets of A is a T4-local base at p€ A: 4, = {ANG: GE A

Let X be a topological space, let p € X, let N, be the neighborhood system at p and let B, be a local
base at p. Show that every neighborhood of p contains a member of the local base at p; i.e. for every
Ne&eN, 3G€ 3B, for which GCN,

Show that if a point p has a finite local base B, then it also has a local base consisting of exactly
one set,

Consider the upper limit topology 7 on the real line R which has as a base the class ¢f open-closed
intervals (a,b]. Determine whether or not each of the following sequences converges:

i) 43k o0 G L =3 =% .., Gi) L3 =31 o

Let T be the topology on the real line R generated by the class of of all closed intervals [a, b] where
@ and b are rational (see Problem 30).

(1) Determine whether or not each of the following sequences converges:
(@ @+ 2+5 2+ .0 B W2ZHLVEZHE, V2L, L0

(if)  Determine the closure of each of the following subsets of R:
(@ (2,4), () (V2,5], (© (=3,m), () A= {1,114 ...}

(iii) Show that any finite subset of R is T-closed.

Let of be a subbase for a topological space X and let p € X.
(i)  Show by a counterexample that the class of, = {SE€f : p <€ S} need not be a local base at p.
(if)  Show that finite intersections of members of »f, do form a local base at p.

(iii) Show that a sequence (a,) in X converges to p if and only if every S € of, contains all except a
finite number of the terms of the sequence.

Answers to Supplementary Problems

T = {X, 9, {a}, {e}, {a,¢}, {e,d}, {a, ], ¢}, {a,c,d}, {a,b,c,d}}
(i) No (i) Yes (iii) No.
(i); (@) No, (b) Yes. G): (@) (2,4), (b) [V2,5], (¢) (—3,7], (d) A.

(i) Hint. Use Problem 33.



Chapter 7

Continuity and Topological Equivalence

CONTINUOUS FUNCTIONS

Let (X, T) and (Y, T*) be topological spaces. A function f from X into Y is continuous
relative to T and T*, or T-T* contitnuous, or simply continuous, iff the inverse image
f~1[H] of every T*-open subset H of Y is a T-open subset of X, that is, iff

HeT* implies f'H|E€T

We shall write f:(X,T)—> (Y, T*) for a function from X into Y when it is convenient to
indicate the topologies involved.

Example 1.1:

Example 1.2:

Example 1.3:

Consider the following topologies on X = {a,b,¢,d} and Y = {«,y,z, w} respee-
tively:

T = {X, 0, {a}, {a,b}, {a,b,¢}}, T* = (¥, D, {«}, ), {&, 9}, {y, 2, w}}
Algo consider the functions f: X ~>Y and g:X Y defined by the diagrams
below:

f g

The function f is continuous since the inverse of each member of the topology T*
on Y is a member of the topology T on X. The function g is not continuous since
{y,2,w} € T* ie.is an open subset of Y, but its inverse image g~ ![{y,z,w}] =
{e,d} is not an open subset of X, i.e. does not belong to T,

Consider any discrete space (X, ) and any topological space (Y, T). Then every
function f: X = Y is -T continuous. For if H is any open subset of Y, its inverse
f~1[H] is an open subset of X since every subset of a discrete space is open.

Let f:X—Y where X and Y are topological spaces, and let B be a base for the
topology on Y. Suppose for each member B € B, f~1[B] is an open subset of X;
then f is a continuous function. For let H be an open subset of Y; then H = U;B;,
a union of members of 3. But

f-UH] = f71[u;B)] = U;f1[B]

and each f~1[B;] is open by hypothesis; hence f~! [H] is the union of open sets and
is therefore open. Accordingly, f is continuous,

We formally state the result of the preceding example.

Proposition 7.1:

A function f: X > Y is continuous iff the inverse of each member of a
base B for Y is an open subset of X.

This proposition can in fact be strengthened as follows:

Theorem 7.2: Let of be a subbase for a topological space Y. Then a function f: XY
is continuous iff the inverse of each member of of is an open subset of X.

97
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Example 1.4: The projection mappings from the plane R2 into the line R are both continuous
relative to the usual topologies. Consider, for example, the projection 7: RZ—> R
defined by #{{x,¥)) = y. Then the inverse of any open interval (e, b) is an infinite
open strip as illustrated below:

771 [(a, b)] is shaded

Hence by Proposition 7.1, the inverse of every open subset of R is open in R? i.e.
7 is continuous.

Example 15: The absolute value function f on R, ie. f(x) = |x| for « &R, is continuous.
For if A = (a,b) is an open interval in R, then
%] if a<b=9
f7rja] = (—b, b) if a<0<d

(—b,—a)V (a,b) if 0=a<d

as illustrated below. In each case f~![A] is open; hence f is continuous.

f7rjAl = 9 f71A] = (=b,b) f71[A] = (=b,~a) VU (a, ])

Continuous functions can be characterized by their behavior with respect to closed sets,
as follows:

Theorem 7.3: A function f:X—>Y is continuous if and only if the inverse image of
every closed subset of Y is a closed subset of X.

CONTINUOUS FUNCTIONS AND ARBITRARY CLOSENESS

Let X be a topological space. A point p € X is said to be arbitrarily close to a set
AcCX if |
either (i) p €A or (ii) p is an accumulation point of 4

Recall that A = A U A’; so the closure of A_consists precisely of those points in X which
are arbitrarily close to A. Recall also that 4 = A4° U b (4); hence p is arbitrarily close to
A if p is either an interior or a boundary point of A.

Continuous functions can also be characterized as those functions which preserve
arbitrary closeness, namely,

Theorem 7.4: A function f: X —> Y is continuous if and only if, for any »p € X and any

A CX, )
p arbitrarily close to A >  f(p) arbitrarily close to f[A]

or pEA > fp) €flA]

or flA] < fl4]
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CONTINUITY AT A POINT

Continuity as we have defined it is a global property, that is, it restricts the way in
which a function behaves on the entire set X. There also exists a corresponding local
concept of continuity at a point.

A function f: X~ Y is continuous at p € X iff the inverse image f~'[H] of every
open set H C Y containing f(p) is a superset of an open set G C X containing p or,
equivalently, iff the inverse image of every neighborhood of f(p) is a neighborhood of p, i.e.,

NewnN,, > [MNEN,

Notice that, with respect to the usual topology on the real line R, this definition coin-
cides with the «— 8 definition of continuity at a point for functions f: R —> R. In fact, the
relationship between local and global continuity for functions f: R—> R holds true in
general; namely,

Theorem 7.5: Let X and Y be topological spaces. Then a function f: X > Y is continuous
if and only if it is continuous at every point of X.

SEQUENTIAL CONTINUITY AT A POINT

A function f: X - Y is sequentially continuous at a point p € X iff for every sequence
(@) in X converging to p, the sequence (f(a.)) in Y converges to f(p), i.e.,

ar>p implies  f(a.) = f(p)

Sequential continuity and continuity at a point are related as follows:

Proposition 7.6: If a function f: X 2> Y is continuous at p € X, then it is sequentially
continuous at p.

Remark: The converse of the previous proposition is not true. Consider, for example,
the topology T on the real line R consisting of ¢ and the complements of
countable sets. Recall (see Example 7.3 of Chapter 5) that a sequence (a.)
converges to » if and only if it has the form

(A1, @2, ooy Anpy D, P, D, -2 0)

Then for any function f: (R, T) > (X, T%),
flan)) = (f(ar), ..., flany), f(p), F(B), (D), ...}

converges to f(p). In other words, every function on (R, T) is sequentially con-
tinuous. On the other hand, the function f(R,T)~ (R,U) defined by f(x)= =,
ie. the identity function, is not T-U continuous since f7'[(0,1)] = (0,1) is
not a T-open subset of R.

OPEN AND CLOSED FUNCTIONS

A continuous function has the property that the inverse image of every open set is
open and the tnverse image of every closed set is closed. It is natural then to ask about
the following types of functions:

(1) A function f: XY is called an open (or interior) function if the image of every
open set is open.

(2) A function ¢g: XY is called a closed function if the image of every closed set
is closed.

In general, functions which are open need not be closed and vice versa. In fact, the
function in our first example is open and continuous but not closed.
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Example 2.1: Consider the projection mapping 7:R2—> R of the plane R? into the x-axis, ie.
7((z,¥)) = z. Observe that the projection 7z[D] of any open disc D C R is an
open interval. Hence any point #(p) in the image #[G] of an open set G C R2?
belongs to an open interval contained in #[G], or #[G] is open. Accordingly, 7 is
an open function. On the other hand, = is not a closed function, for the set
A = {{x,y): 2y =1, x > 0} 1is closed, but its projection #[A] = (0, ») 1is not
closed. (See diagrams below.)

7[A]

HOMEOMORPHIC SPACES

A topological space (X, T) is, as we have seen, a set X t9gether with a distinguished
class T of subsets of X, satisfying certain axioms. Between any two such spaces (X, T)
and (Y, T*) there are many functions f: X > Y. We choose to discuss continuous, or open,
or closed functions rather than arbitrary functions since it is these functions which preserve
some aspect of the structure of the spaces (X, T) and (Y, T%).

Now suppose there is some bijective (i.e. one-one and onto) mapping f: X~>Y. Then
f induces a bijective function f:P(X)->P(Y) from the power set of X, i.e. the class of
subsets of X, into the power set of Y. If this induced function also takes T onto T*, i.e.
defines a one-to-one correspondence between the open sets in X and the open sets in Y,
then the spaces (X,T) and (Y,T*) are identical from the topological point of view.
Specifically:

Definition:| Two topological spaces X and Y are called homeomorphic or topologically

equivalent if there exists a bijective (i.e. one-one, onto) function f:X->Y
such that f and f~! are continuous. The function f is called a homeomorphism.

A function f is called bicontinuous or topological if f is open and continuous. Thus
f: XY is a homeomorphism iff f is bicontinuous and bijective.

Example 8.1: Let X = (—1,1). The function f:X — R defined by f(x) = tan 372 is one-one,
onto and continuous. Furthermore, the inverse function f~1! is also continuous.
Hence the real line R and the open interval (—1,1) are homeomorphic.

Example 3.2: Let X and Y be discrete spaces. Then, as seen in Example 1.2, all functions from
one to the other are continuous. Hence X and Y are homeomorphic iff there exists
a ene-one, onto function from one to the other, ie. iff they are cardinally equivalent.

Proposition 7.7: The relation in any collection of topological spaces defined by “X is
homeomorphic to Y’ is an equivalence relation.

Thus, by the Fundamental Theorem on Equivalence Relations, any collection of topo-
logical spaces can be partitioned into classes of topologically equivalent spaces.

TOPOLOGICAL PROPERTIES

A property P of sets is called topological or a topological invariant if whenever a
topological space (X, T) has P then every space homeomorphic to (X, T) also has P.
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Example 41: As seen in Example 3.1, the real line R is homeomorphic to the open interval
X = (—1,1). Hence length is not a topological property since X and R have different
[engths, and boundedness is not a topological property since X is bounded but R
is not.

Example 4.2: Let X be the set of positive real numbers, ie. X = (0, ). The function f: X > X
defined by f(x) =1/¢ is a homeomorphism from X onto X. Observe that the

sequence
(an> = (1) ‘12'y ;177 .. -)

corresponds, under the homeomorphism, to the sequence
fla)y = 1,2,3,...)
The sequence (a,) is a Cauchy sequence; the sequence (f(a,)) i85 not. Hence the

property of being a Cauchy sequence is not topological.

Most of topology is an investigation of the consequences of certain topological properties
as compactness and connectedness. In fact, formally topology is the study of topological
invariants. In the next example, connectedness is defined and is shown to be a topological
property.

Example 4.3: A topological space (X, T) is disconnected iff X is the unijon of two open, non-empty,
disjoint subsets, i.e.

=~ GUH where GHET, GNH=0 but GH=={

If f: X > Y is a homeomorphism then X = G U H if and only if Y = f{G) U f[H)
and so Y is disconnected if and only if X is.

The space (X, T) is connected iff it is not disconnected.

TOPOLOGIES INDUCED BY FUNCTIONS

Let {{Y, T)} be any collection of topological spaces and for each Y, let there be given
a function f,: X - Y, defined on some arbitrary non-empty set X. We want to investigate
those topologies on X with respect to which all the functions f, are continuous. Recall that
f; is continuous relative to some topology on X provided the inverse image of each open
subset of Y, is an open subset of X. Thus we consider the following class of subsets of X:

o = U, {f;] H]: HeE T}

That is, -J consists of the inverse image of each open subset of every space Y. The
topology T on X generated by -/ is called the topology induced (or generated) by the func-
tions f. The main properties of T are listed in the next theorem.

Theorem 7.8: (i) All the functions f, are continuous relative to T.

(iiy T is the intersection of all the topologies on X with respect to which
the functions f, are continuous.

(iiiy T is the smallest, i.e. coarsest, topology on X with respect to which
the functions f, are continuous.

(iv) of is a subbase for the topology T.
We shall call -f the defining subbase for the topology induced by the functions f, i.e.
the coarsest topology on X with respect to which the functions f, are continuous.

Example 5.1: Let #; and 7, be the projections of the plane R2 into R, i.e.,
e, y) = v and  wll, ) = ¥

Observe, as illustrated below, that the inverse image of an open interval (¢, ) in R
is an infinite open strip in R2
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7y ! [(a, b)) 751 [(a, b)]
Recall that these infinite open strips form a subbase for the usual topology on R2.

Accordingly, the usual topology on R2 is the smallest topology on R2 with respect
to which the projections 7, and 7, are continuous,

Solved Problems

CONTINUOUS FUNCTIONS

1.

Prove: Let f:X~—>Y be a constant function, say f(x)=p €Y, for every x € X.
Then f is continuous relative to any topology T on X and any topology T* on Y.
Solution:

We need to show that the inverse image of any T*-open subset of Y is a T-open subset of X.
Let H € T*. Now f(x) = p for all x € X, so

- _ X if pEH
oA = {Q) if pgH

In either case f~1[H] is an open subset of X since X and @ belong to every topology T on X.

Prove: Let f:X~—>Y be any function. If (Y, ) is an indiscrete space, then
f+ (X, T)=> (Y, 4) is continuous for any T.
Solution:
We want to show that the inverse image of every open subset of Y is an open subset of X.
Since (Y, 4) is an indiscrete space, Y and @ are the only open subsets of Y. But
FY] = X, P = 9
and X and @ belong to any topology T on X. Hence f is continuous for any T.

Let U be the usual topology on the real line R and
let T be the upper limit topology on R which is gen-
erated by the open-closed intervals (a,b]. Further- 4
more, let f:R—> R be defined by

{x if x=1

@ = a2 a>1

(See diagram on the right.)

(i) Show that f is not U-U continuous.
(ii) Show that f is T-T continuous.

Solution:
(i) Let A = (—8,2). Then f1[A] = (-3,1]. Now AE€U but f!'[A]€ U, so f is not U-U
continuous.
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4.

(i1} Let A = (a,b]. Then:

(a, b] if a<b=1
(a,1] if a<1<b=3
=1 (4] _ (a, b — 2] if a<1<3<b
’ ] if 1=a<b=3
(1, 5—2] if 1=a<3<b
(a—2,6—2] if 3=a<d

In each case, /"1 [A} is a T-open set. Hence f is T-T continuous.

Suppose a function f:(X,T,)~ (¥, Ts) is not T,-T» continuous. Show that if T{ is
a topology on X coarser than T, and if T, is a topology on Y finer than 7., i.e. T§ C T,
and T» C TF, then f is also not T}-TF continuous.

Solution:
Since f:(X,T;) > (Y,T,) 1is not continuous,

3GE€ T, forwhich f1[G]|& T,

Now, T;CT, and T,C ‘1'; Hence GE T, implies GET,, and f-1[G]& T, implies
711Gl & ‘1', Thus f is not continuous with respect to ‘1’;‘ and T;.

Show that the identity function ¢: (X, T)— (X, T*) is continuous if and only if T is
finer than T%*, ie. T* CT.

Solution:
By definition, ¢ is T-T* continuous if and only if

GeT* > i 1GET

But ¢71[G] = G, so ¢ is T-T* continuous, if and only if

GET* = GET
that is, T* C T,

Prove Theorem 7.2: Let f: (X, T)- (Y,T*#), and let of be a subbase for the topology
T* on Y. Then f is continuous if and only if the inverse of every member of the sub-
base </ is an open subset of X, i.e. f1[S] €T for every S € .

Solution:
Suppose f~1[S]E€T for every S € f. We want to show that f is continuous, i.e. GET*

implies f~![G] € T. Let G € T*. By definition of subbase,
G = Ui (Si] NN Sini) where Sik (= d

Hence, 1G] 1 [ui(Si] NN Sini)] = u;f? [Six Nn-+nN Si,,i]

= WS N n T [Sy)

i
But S; € implies f? [Sik] €T. Hence f~1[G] €T since it is the union of finite intersections
of open sets. Accordingly, f is continuous.

On the other hand, if f is continuous then the inverse of all open sets, including the members
of ~[ are open.

Let f be a function from a topological space X into the unit interval [0,1]. Show
that if f~![(a,1]] and f '[[0,b)] are open subsets of X for all 0<a,b <1, then
f is continuous.

Solution:
Recall that the intervals (a,1] and [0, b) form a subbase for the unit interval I = [0,1]. Hence

f is continuous by the preceding problem, i.e. by Theorem 7.2.
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8. Prove: Let the functions f: XY and ¢g:Y—>Z be continuous. Then the compo-
sition function gof: X > Z is also continuous.
Solution:

Let G be an open subset of Z, Then g 1[G] is open in Y since g is continuous. But f is aiso
continuous, so f~1[¢~1[G]]| is open in X. Now

(@eH=G] = [ 1g71[G]]

Thus (g ©f)~![G] is open in X for every open subset G of Z, or, g ©f is continuous.

9. Prove: Let {T:} be a collection of topologies on a set X. If a function f: X~>Y is
continuous with respect to each T, then f is continuous with respect to the intersection
topology T = N T.

Solution:

Let G be an open subset of Y. Then, by hypothesis, f~![G] belongs to each T;. Hence f~1[G]
belongs to the intersection, i.e. f~1[{G] € N; T; = T, and so f is continuous with respect to 7.

10. Prove Theorem 7.3: A function f: X —>Y is continuous if and only if the inverse
image of every closed subset of Y is a closed subset of X.
Solution:

Suppose f: X — Y is continuous, and let F be a closed subset of Y. Then Fc¢ is open, and so
fT1[F¢] is open in X. But f-1[F¢] = (f~1[F])¢; therefore f~1[F] is closed.

Conversely, assume F closed in Y implies f~![F| closed in X. Let G be an open subset of Y.
Then Ge¢ is closed in Y, and so f~1[G¢] = (f~1[G])® is closed in X. Accordingly, f~![G] is open and
therefore f is continuous.

11. Prove Theorem 7.4: A function f: X ~—=>Y is continuous if and only if, for every

subset 4 C X, f[A] C f[A].

Solution:
Suppose f: X =Y is continuous. Now [f[A] C f[A], so

A c Al © FFA]]

But f[A] is closed, and so f~1[f[A]] is also closed; hence
A c A c f1[f[A]]
and therefore f[A] < flA] = flf [flA]]

Conversely, assume f[A] C ffA] for any A CX, and let F be a closed subset of Y. Set
A = f71[F|; we wish to show that A is also closed or, equivalently, that A =A4. Now

fIA] = fif71F) c f[FFiF]] = F = F

Hence A c fUfl[A]] c fI[F] = A

But AC A, so A=A and f is continuous.

12. Prove: Let f:(X,T)-»(Y,T*) be continuous. Then f,:(4,7,)~> (Y, T*) is con-
tinuous, where A C X and f, is the restriction of f to 4.
Solution:
Observe that f,'[G] = Anf~1[G] for any GCY.

Let G € T#. Then f~1[G] €T, and so AN f~1[G] €T, by definition of the induced topology.
Thus AN f-1[G] = f,'[G] € T4, so f4 is continuous.
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CONTINUITY AT A POINT

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Under what conditions will a function f: X =Y not be continuous at a point p € X?

Solution:

A function f:X->Y is continuous at p € X iff, for every open set HC Y containing f(p),
f71[H} is a superset of an open set containing p. Hence f is not continuous at p € X if there exists
at least one open set H C Y containing f(p) such that f—! [H] does not contain an open set containing p.

Equivalently, f: X =Y 15 not continuous at p € X iff 3 a neighborhood N of f(p) such that
f~1[N] is not a neighborhood of p.

Consider the following topology defined on X =
{a,b,c,d}:

T = {X, 0, {a}, (b}, {a,]}, {b,c,d}}
Let the function f: X=X be defined by the adjoin-
ing diagram.
(i) Show that f is not continuous at c.
(ii) Show that f is continuous at d.

Solution:
(i)  Observe that {a,b} is an open set containing f(¢) = b and that f~[{e,b}] = {a,¢}. Hence f is
not continuous at ¢ since there exists no open set containing ¢ which is contained in {a,¢}.

(ify The only open sets containing f(d) = ¢ are {b,c,d} and X. Note that f~1[{b,¢,d}] = X and
f1[X] = X. Hence f is continuous at d since the inverse of each open set containing f(d) is an
open set containing d.

Suppose a singleton set {p} is an open subset of a topological space X. Show that for
any topological space Y and any function f: X =Y, f is continuous at p € X.

Solution:
Let HCY Dbe an open set contamning f(p). But

fme€H > pefl[H > {p}cf!H

Hence f is continuous at p.

Prove: If f: XY is continuous at p € X, then the restriction of f to a subset con-
taining p is also continuous at p. More precisely, let A be a subset of a topological
space (X,T) such that p€ A CX, and let f,: A—>Y denote the restriction of
f:X->Y toA. Then if fis T-continuous at p, f, will be T,-continuous at p where
T, is the relative topology on A.

Solution:
Let HCY be an open set containing f(p). Since f is continuous at p,

3GET suchthat p€ GCf1[H|
and so pEANGCANfI[H = f[H]

But, by definition of the induced topology, 4 N G € T,: hence f, is T 4-continuous at p.

Prove Theorem 7.5: Let X and Y be topological spaces. Then a function f: X->Y
is continuous if and only if it is continuous at every point p € X,
Solution:

Assume f is continuous, and let H C Y be an open set containing f(p). But then p € f-1[H],
and f—1[H) is open. Hence f is continuous at p.

Now suppose f is continuous at every point p € X, and let H C Y be open. For every p € f~1[H],
there exists an open set G, C X such that p€ G, C f~1[H]. Hence f~1[H] = U{G,:p€f1[H]}
a union of open sets. Accordingly, f~![H] is open and so f is continuous.
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18. Prove Proposition 7.6: If a function f: X - Y 1is continuous at p € X, then it is
sequentially continuous at p, ie. a.>p > f(a.) > f(p).
Solution:
We need to show that any neighborhood N of f(p) contains almost all the terms of the sequence
(f(a’])y f(a’2)7 ‘. '>'

Let N be a neighborhood of f(p). By hypothesis, f is continuous at p; hence M = f~1[N] is a
neighborhood of p. If the sequence (a,) converges to p, then M contains almost all the terms of the
sequence (aq, @y, ...}, 1e. ¢, €M for almost all n € N. But

@, €M > fla,) € fI[M] = f[f1[N]] = N

Hence f(a,) € N for almost all » € N, and so the sequence (f(a,)) converges to f(p). Accordingly, f is
sequentially continuous at p.

OPEN AND CLOSED FUNCTIONS, HOMEOMORPHISMS
19. Give an example of a real function f: R - R such that f is continuous and closed, but
not open.

Solution:
Let f be a constant function, say f(x) = 1 for all x € R. Then f[A] = {1} for any A C R. Hence
f is a closed function and is not an open function, Furthermore, f is continuous.

20. Let the real function f: R—> R be defined by f(x)= 22 Show that f is not open.

Solution:
Let A = (—1,1), an open set. Note that f[A] = [0,1), which is not open; hence f 1s not an open
function.

21. Let B be a base for a topological space X. Show that if f: X—> Y has the property
that f[B] is open for every B € B, then f is an open function.

Solution:
We want to show that the image of every open subset of X is open in Y. Let G C X be open. By
definition of a base, G = U;B; where B,€B. Now f[G] = f[u;B;] = u;f[B]. By hypothesis,

each f [B;] is open in Y and so f[G], a union of open sets, is also open in Y; hence f is an open function,

22, Show that the closed interval A = [a,b] is homeomorphic to the closed unit interval
1 =1[0,1].
Solution:

The linear function f:I > A defined by f(x) = (b —a)x + @ 13 one-one, onto and bicontinuous.
Hence f is a homeomorphism,

23. Show that area is not a topological property.

Solution:

The open disc D = {(r,8):r < 1} with radius 1 is homeomorphic to the open disc
D* = {(r,8): r < 2} with radius 2. In fact, the function f: D — D* defined by f((r,8) = (2r,8)
is a homeomorphism. Here (r, ) denotes the polar coordinates of a point in the plane R2

24, Let f:(X,T)~ (Y,T*) be one-one and open, let A C X, and let f[A] = B. Show that
the function f,:(A,T,) > (B,T}) is also one-one and open. Here f, denotes the
restriction of f to 4, and T, and T ¥ are the relative topologies.

Solution:
If f 15 one-one, then every restriction of f i1s also one-one; hence we need only show that f, 1s open.
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25.

26.

27.

Let HC A be T ,-open. Then by definition of the relative topology, H = AnG where G€T.
Since f is one-one, f[A N G] = f[A] N f[G], and so

falH] = flH] = flAnG] = flA|nf[G] = Bn f(G]

Since f is open and G € T, f[G] € T*. Thus BN f[G] € T;”; and so f4:(A,T,) > (B,Ty;) is open.

Let f:(X,T)~ (Y,T*) be a homeomorphism and let (A, T,) be any subspace of (X,T).
Show that f,:(4,T,)~ (B,T}) is also a homeomorphism where f, is the restriction
of f to A, f[A] = B, and T} is the relative topology on B.
Solution:

Since f is one-one and onto, f,:A > B, where B = f[A], is also one-one and onto. Hence we
need only show that f, is bicontinuous, i.e. open and continuous. By the preceding problem f, is open.

Furthermore, the restriction of any continuous function is also continuous; hence f,: (4, T,) ~ (B,T})
is a homeomorphism.

Show that any interval A = (e,b) is connected as a subspace of the real line R. (See
Example 4.3 for the definition of connectedness.)
Solution:

Suppose A is not connected. Then 3 open sets G,H C R such that AN G and A N H are non-
empty, disjoint and satisfy (AN G)u (A n H) = A. Define the function f:A->R by

i) = 1 if x€AnNnG
T o i x€AnH

Then f 18 continuous, for the inverse of any open set i1s either AN G, AN H, @ or A and so is open.
But then the imtermediate value theorem applies, so 3xy €A for which flxgy) = 1. But this is
impossible, so A is connected.

Show that the following subsets of the plane R? are not homeomorphic, where the
topologies are the relativized usual topologies:

X = {x : d(ﬂ',',p()) =1 or d(x, pl} = 1; Do = (01 —]-)9 b= <0’ 1>}
Y = {x:d{x,p)=1, p=1(0,5)}
1
Dy
R R
X Y

Solution:
Suppose there exists a homeomorphism f: X > Y; let ¢ = f(0), X* = X\ {0}, and Y* = Y\ {q}.
Then f:X* - Y* is also a homeomorphism with respect to the relative topologies (see Problem 25).

We show that Y* is connected. For if ¢ = (b 4 cos 6, sin §,), then the function
9:(0,27) > Y* defined by g(8) = (5 -+ cos(g,+ 6), sin (g, + 6))
is a homeomorphism. But the interval (0, 27) is connected, so Y* is also connected.
On the other hand, X* is not connected; for the sets
G = {(x,y): x> 0} and H = {(z,y): <0}

are both open in R2, so G* = X*NG and H* = X*NH are open subsets of X*. Furthermore,
G* and H* are non-empty, disjoint and satisfy G*UH* = X*, Since connectedness is a topological
property, X* is not homeomorphic to Y* and therefore there can exist no such function f.
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TOPOLOGIES INDUCED BY FUNCTIONS

28. Let {fi:X - (Y:;, T:)} be a collection of constant functions from an arbitrary set X
into the topological spaces (Y;, T:). Determine the coarsest topology on X with respect
to which the functions f; are continuous.

Solution:

Recall (see Problem 1) that a constant function f: X —> Y is continuous with respect to every
topology on X. Hence all the constant functions f, are continuous with respect to the indiscrete
topology {X,®} on X. Since the indiscrete topology {X, ®} on X is the coarsest topology on X, it is
also the coarsest topology on X with respect to which the constant functions are continuous.

29. Consider the following topology- on Y = {a,b,c,d}:

T = {Y,9, {¢}, {a,b,¢}, {c,d}}
Let X = {1,2,3,4} and let the functions f: X~ (Y,T) and g: X~ (Y, T) be defined by

g9

Find the defining subbase o for the topology T* on X induced by f and g, i.e. the
coarsest topology with respect to which f and g are continuous.
Solution:

Recall that o = {fV[H:HETyV{yg [H:HET)

that is, of consists of the inverses under f and g of the open subsets of Y. Hence

J = {X,0,{1,24), {3}, {2,3}, {1,2,3}, {2,3,4}}

30. Let T be the topology on the real line R generated by the closed-open intervals [a, b), and
let 7*. be the topology on R induced by the collection of all linear functions

f:R->(R,T) defined by f(x} =ax+b, ab€eR
Show that T* is the discrete topology on R.

Solution:
We want to show that, for every p € R, the singleton set {p} is a T*-open set. Consider the
T-open set A = [1,2) and the functions f: R—>(R,T) and g:R->(R,T) defined by
fley = 2—p+1 and gl®) = —e—p+1
and illustrated below.

N
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31.

Now A € T implies

f[A] = [pp+1) and  gTU[A] = (-1,
belong to the defining subbase ~f for the topology T%. Hence the intersection
(p—1Lp/npp+l) = {p}

belongs to T%, and so T# is the discrete topology on R.

Prove Theorem 7.9: Let {f,:X - (Y,T)} be a collection of functions defined on an
arbitrary non-empty set X, let

5 = U '[H : HET)
and let T be the topology on X generated by «/. Then:

(i)  All the functions f, are continuous relative to 7.

(i) If T% is the intersection of all topologies on X with respect to which the functions
f, are continuous, then T = T*,

(ili) T is the coarsest topology on X with respect to which the functions f, are continuous.

(iv) of is a subbase for T.

Solution:
(i)  For any function f;:(X,T)~>(Y,T), if HET; then f '[H] € - CT. Hence all the f,
are continuous with respect to 7.

(ii) By Problem 9, all the functions f; are also continuous with respect to T%; hence of C T# and,
since T is the topology generated by of, T C T* On the other hand, T is one of the topologies
with respect to which the f; are continuous; hence 7% C T and so T = T*.

(ili) Follows from (ii).

(iv) Follows from the fact that any class of sets is a subbase of the topology it generates.

Supplementary Problems

CONTINUOUS FUNCTIONS

32,

33.

34.

35.

36.

Prove that f: X —>Y is continuous if and only if f~![A°] C (f~1[A])° for every A C X.

Let X and Y be topological spaces with X = FUF. Let f:E—-Y and ¢g:F—->Y, with f=g¢ on
EnNF, be continuous with respect to the relative topologies. Note that A = fug is a function from
X into Y. (i) Show, by an example, that & need not be continuous. (ii) Prove: If K and F are both
open, then & is continuous. (iii) Prove: If E and F are both closed, then k is continuous.

Let f: X > Y Dbe continuous. Show that f:X — f[X] is also continuous where f[X] has the relative
topology.

Let X be a topological space and let X, X > R be the characteristic function for some subset A
of X. Show that X, is continuous at p € X, if and only if p is not an element of the boundary of A.
(Recall xA(x) =1 if x€ A, and XA(x) =0 if z € A-)

Consider the real line R with the usual topology. Show that if every function f: X — R is continuous,
then X is a discrete space.

OPEN AND CLOSED FUNCTIONS

37.

Let 7. (X,T)—~>(Y,T*). Prove the following:
(i)  f is closed if and only if f[A] C f[A] for every A C X;
(ii) f is open if and only if f[A°] C (f[A])° for every A C X.
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38. Show that the function f: (0, %) » [—1,1] defined by f(x) = sin (1/x) is continuous, but neither open
nor closed, where (0, =) and [~1,1] have the relativized usual topologies.

39. Prove: Let f:(X,T)->(Y,T*) be open and onto, and let B be a base for T. Then {f[B]: B € B)
is a base for T*,

40. Give an example of a function f:X —>Y and a subset A C X such that f is open but f,, the
restriction of f to A, is not open.

HOMEOMORPHISMS, TOPOLOGICAL PROPERTIES

41, Let f: X =Y and ¢:Y - Z be continuous. Show that if gof: X — Z is a homeomorphism, then
g one-one {(or f onto) implies that f and ¢ are homeomorphisms.

42, Prove that each of the following is a topological property: (i) accumulation point, (ii) interior,
(iii) boundary, (iv) density, and (v) neighborhood.

43. Prove: Let f:X —Y be a homeomorphism and let A C X have the property that An A4’ = Q.
Then f[A] N (flA])) = ©@. (A subset A C X having the property A N A’ = @ is called isolated. The
property of being isolated is thus a topological property.)

TOPOLOGIES INDUCED BY FUNCTIONS

44. Consider the following topology on Y = {a, b,¢,d}: T
and let f:X—->Y and g:X—>Y be as follows:

f= {1 a, 2, 3b),4b),H,d}), g = {dc)20b),3,d), 4 a), 50}
Find the defining subbase for the topology on X induced by f and g.

{Y, 9, {a,b}, {c,d}}. Let X ={1,2,8,4,5}

45. Let f:X—>(Y,T%. Show that if -f is the defining subbase for the topology T induced by the one
function f, then - = T.

46. Prove: Let {f;: X = (Y, Ty} be a collection of functions defined on an arbitrary set X, and let of; be
a subbase for the topology T; on Y. Then the class f* = U, {f; '[S]: S € of;} has the following
properties: (i) ~/* is a subclass of the defining subbase -f of the topology T on X induced by the
functions f;; (ii) ~[* is also a subbase for T.

47. Show that the coarsest topology on the real line R with respect to which the linear functions
f:R-=>R,U) defined by  f(®) = ax+b, a,bER

are continuous is also the usual topology U.

Answers to Supplementary Problems

33 (i) Let X = (0,2) and let E = (0,1) and F = [1,2). Then f(x)=1 and g(x) =2 are each con-
tinuous, but h = fUg 1is not continuous.

4. {X, 0, 1{1,2,3,4}, {5}, {2,4}, {1, 8,5}}

45. Hint. Show that .f is a topology.



Chapter 8

Metric and Normed Spaces

METRICS

Let X be a non-empty set. A real-valued function d defined on X X X, i.e. ordered pairs
of elements in X, is called a metric or distance function on X iff it satisfies, for every
a,b,c € X, the following axioms:

[Mi] d(a,b)=0 and d(a,a)=0.

[M:] (Symmetry) d(a,b) = d(b,a).

[Ms;] (Triangle Inequality) d(a,¢) = d(a,b) + d(b,c).
[Mi] If a+ b, then d(a,b) > 0.

The real number d(a, b) is called the distance from a to b.

Observe that [M,] states that the distance from any point to another is never negative,
and that the distance from a point to itself is zero. The axiom [M:] states that the
distance from a point a to a point b is the same as the distance from b to a; hence we speak
of the distance between a and b.

[M;] is called the Triangle Inequality because if a, b b
and ¢ are points in the plane R? as illustrated on the right,
then [M;] states that the length d(a, ¢) of one side of the > .
triangle is less than or equal to the sum d(a,b) + d(b, ¢) )
of the lengths of the other two sides of the triangle. The
last axiom [M.] states that the distance between two dis- ad
tinct points is positive.

Q

d(, ) e
We now give some examples of metrics. That they actually satisfy the required axioms
will be verified later.
Example 1.1: The function d defined by d(a,b) = o —b|, where a and b are real numbers, is

a metric and called the usual metric on the real line R. Furthermore, the function
d defined by

dip,q) = Vieg—b)? + (ay— by)2

where p = (ay,a,) and g = (by, by} are points in the plane R2, is a metric and
called the usual metric on R2, We shall assume these metrics on R and R?, respec-
tively, unless otherwise specified.

Example 1.2: Let X be any non-empty set and let d be the function defined by

0 ifa=5b
e, b) = {1 if @b

Then d is a metric on X. This distance function d is usually called the trivial
metric on X.

Example 1.3:  Let ([0, 1} denote the class of continuous functions on the closed unit interval [0,1].
A metric is defined on the class C[0,1] as follows:

1
o) = [ @) - o)l
0

111
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Here d(f,g) is precisely the area of the region which lies between the functions
as illustrated below.

d*(f,9)
0 1 0 1
d(f, g) is shaded
Example 14:  Again let ([0,1] denote the collection of continuous functions on [0,1]. Another
metric is defined on ([0,1] as follows:
d*(f,g) = sup{[f(z) —g(®)|: x€[0,1]}

Here d*(f, g) is precisely the greatest vertical gap between the functions as illus-
trated above.

Example 1.5: Let » = (ay,@,) and ¢ = (b,, by) be arbitrary points in the plane R2, i.e. ordered
pairs of real numbers., The functions d, and d, defined by

dy(p,q) = max (lay — by, lag — bsl), dy(p,q) = lag— by| + lag — byl
are distinct metrics on R2.

A function p satisfying [Mi], [M:] and [M:], i.e. not necessarily [M.], is called a
pseudometric. Many of the results for metrics are also true for pseudometrics.

DISTANCE BETWEEN SETS, DIAMETERS
Let d be a metric on a set X. The distance between a point p € X and a non-empty
subset 4 of X is denoted and defined by
dip,A) = inf{d(p,a): a€ A}
i.e. the greatest lower bound of the distances from p to points of A. The distance between
two non-empty subsets A and B of X is denoted and defined by
d(A,B) = inf{d(a,b): @ €A, b€EB)
i.e. the greatest lower bound of the distances from -points in A to points in B.
The diameter of a non-empty subset A of X is denoted and defined by
d(A) = sup{d(a,a’): d, a €A}

i.e. the least upper bound of the distances between points in A. If the diameter of A4 is
finite, i.e. d(4) < «, then A is said to be bounded; if not, i.e. d(A) =, then A is said to
be unbounded.

Example 2.1: Let d be the trivial metric on a non-empty set X. Then for p € X and A4,B C X,

1 if g A 1 if AnB = .
d(p,A) = { b { 9

d(A, B
0 if ped’ (4, B) 0 if AnB# 9@

Example 2.2: Consider the following intervals on the real line R: A = [0,1), B = (1, 2].

If d denotes the usual metric on R, then d(A4,B) = 0. On the other hand,
if d* denotes the trivial metric on R, then d*(A,B) =1 since A and B are disjoint.

The next proposition clearly follows from the above definitions:

Proposition 8.1: Let A and B be non-empty subsets of X and let p € X. Then:
(i) d{p,A), d(A, B) and d(A) are non-negative real numbers.

Ve

(iiy If p €A, then d(p,4) = 0.
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(iii) If AN B is non-empty, then d{4,B) = 0.
(iv) If A is finite, then d(4) < «, i.e. A is bounded.

Observe that the converses of (ii), (iii) and (iv) are not true.

For the empty set (), the following conventions are adopted:

OPEN SPHERES

Ap,0) = =, dAQ) = dP,4) ==, @) =~

Let d be a metric on a set X. For any point » € X and any real number § >0, we shall
let Sa(p, 8) or simply S(p, §) denote the set' of points within a distance of § from p:

S(p,8) = {x:d(px) <8}

We call S(p, 8) the open sphere, or simply sphere, with center p and radius §. It is also
called a spherical neighborhood or ball.

Example 3.1:

Example 3.2:

Example 3.3:

Example 34:

Consider the point p = (0,0) in the plane R2,
and the real number § =1. If d is the usual
metric on R2, then S;(p, §) is the open unit
dise illustrated on the right. On the other
hand, if d; and d; are the metrics on R?
which are defined in Example 1.5, then
Sdl(p, 8) and Sdz(p, 8) are the subsets of R2?

which are illustrated below.

Sd1(p’ 8) is shaded Sdz(p, 3) is shaded

Let d denote the trivial metric on some set X, and let p € X. Recall that the
distance between p and every other point in X is exactly 1. Hence

X if §>1

{p} if 6=1

Let d be the usual metric on the real line R, i.e. d(a,b) = |a —b|. Then the open
sphere S(p, §) is the open interval (p — §, p + 9).

S(p,8) = {

Let d be the metric on the collection C[0,1] of all continuous functions on [0,1]

defined b
et dfyg) = sup{f@) —g(@)|: = € [0,1]}

(sée Example 1.4), Given 8§ >0 and a function fo € ([0,1], then the open
sphere S(fy, 8) consists of all continuous functions g which lie in the area bounded
by fo— & and fy+ 8, as indicated in the diagram below:
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One important property of open spheres in metric
spaces is given in the next lemma.

Lemma 82: Let S be an open sphere with center p and
radius §. Then for every point ¢ €S there
exists an open sphere 7 centered at ¢ such
that T is contained in S. (See the adjacent
Venn diagram.)

METRIC TOPOLOGIES, METRIC SPACES

In general, the intersection of two open spheres need not be an open sphere. However,
we will show that every point in the intersection of two open spheres does belong to an
open sphere contained in the intersection. Namely,

Lemma 8.3: Let S; and S: be open spheres and let p € S; N S,. Then there exists an
open sphere S, with center p such that p € S, C S; N S..
Hence by virtue of Theorem 6.1 we have

Theorem 8.4: The class of open spheres in a set X with metric d is a base for a topology
on X.

Definition: | Let d be a metric on a non-empty set X. The topology T on X generated by

the class of open spheres in X is called the metric topology (or, the topology
mduced by the metric d). Furthermore, the set X together with the topology
T induced by the metric d is called a metric space and is denoted by (X, d).

Thus a metric space is a topological space in which the topology is induced by 2 metric.
Accordingly, all concepts defined for topological spaces are also defined for metric spaces.
For example, we can speak about open sets, closed sets, neighborhoods, accumulation
points, closure, etc., for metric spaces.

Example 4.1: If d is the usual metric on the real line R, ie. d(a,b) = |a —b|, then the open
spheres in R are precisely the finite open intervals. Hence the usual metric on R
induces the usual topology on R. Similarly, the usual metric on the plane R2?
induces the usual topology on R2,

Example 42:  Let d be the trivial metric on some set X. Note that for any p € X, S(p,}) = {p}.
Hence every singleton set is open and so every set is open, In other words, the
trivial metric on X induces the discrete topology on X.

Example 4.3: Let (X, d) be a metric space and let Y be a non-empty subset of X. The restriction
of the function d to the points in the subset Y, also denoted by d, is a metric on Y.
We call (Y, d) a metric subspace of (X,d). In fact, (Y¥,d) is a subspace of (X, d),
i.e, has the relative topology.

Frequently the same symbol, say X, is used to denote both a metric space and the
underlying set on which the metric is defined.

PROPERTIES OF METRIC TOPOLOGIES

Since the topology of a metric space X is derived from a metric, one would correctly
expect that the topological properties of X are related to the distance properties of X.
For example,

Theorem 8.5: Let p be a point in a metric space X. Then the countable class of open
spheres, {S(p,1), S(p,4), S(p,%), ...} is a local base at p.

Theorem 8.6: The closure A of a subset A of a metric space X is the set of points whose
distance from A is zero, i.e. 4 = {x:d(x,A)=0}.
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Observe that axiom [M.] implies that the only point with zero distance from a singleton
set {p)} is the point p itself, ie.,
d(z, (p}) = 0 implies z = p
Hence by the preceding theorem, singleton sets {p} in a metric space are closed. Accord-

ingly, finite unions of singleton sets, i.e. finite sets, are also closed. We state this result
formally:

Corollary 8.7: In a metric space X all finite sets are closed.

Thus we see that a metric space X possesses certain topological properties which do
not hold for topological spaces in general.

Next follows an important ‘“‘separation” property of metric spaces.

Theorem 8.8 (Separation Axiom): Let A and B be closed disjoint subsets of a metric
space X. Then there exist disjoint open sets G and H
such that A CG and B CH. (See Venn diagram

below.) e

- -.\\ // \\

/ N\, \

( | I \

G I I

\ 2 H

AN 7 \\ /
\.,.__// \\_//

One might suspect from the above theorem that the distance between two disjoint
closed sets is greater than zero. The next example shows that this is not true.

Example 51: Consider the following sets in the plane R2 which are illustrated below:
A = {(myp:rey=-L 2<0}, B = {(x,y):2y>=12>0}

4

~1 1

Observe that A and B are both closed and disjoint. However, d(A4,B) = 0.

EQUIVALENT METRICS

Two metrics d and d* on a set X are said to be equivalent iff they induce the same
topology on X, i.e. iff the d-open spheres and the d*-open spheres in X are bases for the
same topology on X.

Example 6.1: The usual metric d and the metrics d; and d,, defined in Example 1.5, all induce
the usual topology on the plane R2, since the class of open spheres of each metric
(illustrated below) is a base for the usual topology on R2

™

Sd(pr 8) Sdl(p; 8) Sd2(p! 8)

Hence the metrics are equivalent.
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Example 6.2: Consider the metric d on a non-empty set X defined by
2 if a*b
dla,b) =
(@, b) {0 if a=0b
Observe that s,(p,1) = {p}; so singleton sets are open and d induces the discrete

topology on X. Accordingly, d is equivalent to the trivial metric on X which also
induces the discrete topology.

The next proposition clearly follows from the above definition.

Proposition 8.9: The relation “d is equivalent to d*”’ is an equivalence relation in any
collection of metrics on a set X.

METRIZATION PROBLEM

Given any topological space (X, T), it is natural to ask whether or not there exists a
metric d on X which induces the topology T. The topological space (X, T) is said to be
metrizable if such a metric exists.

Example 7.1:  Every discrete space (X, D) is metrizable since the trivial metric on X induces
the discrete topology .0.

Example 7.2: Consider the topological space (R, U), the real line R with the usual topology U.
Observe that (R, U) is metrizable since the usual metric on R induces the usual
topology on R. Similarly, the plane R? with the usual topology is metrizable.

Example 7.3:  An indiscrete space (X, §) where X consists of more than one point is not metriz-
able. For X and ( are the only closed sets in an indiscrete space (X, §). But by
Corollary 8.7 all finite sets in a metric space are closed. Hence X and (J cannot
be the only closed sets in a topology on X induced by a metric. Accordingly,
X, 9 is not metrizable,

The metrization problem in topology consists of finding necessary and sufficient topo-
logical conditions for a topological space to be metrizable. An important partial solution
to this problem was given in 1924 by Urysohn as a result of his celebrated Urysohn’s
Lemma. It was not until 1950 that a complete solution to this problem was given
independently by a number of mathematicians. We will prove Urysohn’s results later.
The complete solution to the metrization problem is beyond the scope of this text and the
reader is referred to the classical text of Kelley, General Topology.

ISOMETRIC METRIC SPACES

A metric space (X,d) is tsometric to a metric space (Y, e) iff there exists a one-one,
onto function f: X =Y which preserves distances, i.e. for all p,q € X,

dip,q) = e(f(p), f(a)

Observe that the relation “(X,d) is isometric to (¥,e)” is an equivalence relation in any
collection of metric spaces. Furthermore,

Theorem 8.10: If the metric space (X, d) is isometric to (¥, e), then (X, d) is also homeo-
morphic to (Y, e).

The next example shows that the converse of the above theorem is not true, ie. two
metric spaces can be homeomorphic but not isometric.

Example 8.1: Let d be the trivial metric on a set X and let ¢ be the metric on a set Y defined by
if a#b
if a=b
Assume that X and Y have the same cardinality greater than one. Then (X,d)
and (Y, e) are not isometric since distances between points in each space are differ-

ent. But both d and e induce the discrete topology, and two discrete spaces with
the same cardinality are homeomorphic; so (X,d) and (Y,e) are homeomorphic.

e(a,b) = {i
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EUCLIDEAN m-SPACE
Recall that R™ denotes the product set of m copies of the set R of real numbers, i.e.

consists of all m-tuples (@1, @s, ...,a») of real numbers. The function d defined by
dp,0) = Vier—b)> + - + (@n—bn)® = ,ZE(ai—b;)Z = 1/2 & — byf?
i=1 i=1
where p = (ay, ...,an) and q = (by,...,bn), 18 a metric, called the Euclidean metric on

R™. We assume this metric on R™ unless otherwise specified. The metric space R™ with
the Euclidean metric is called Euclidean m-space and will also be denoted by E™.

Theorem 8.11: Euclidean m-space is a metric space.

Observe that Euclidean 1-space is precisely the real line R with the usual metric, and
Euclidean 2-space is the plane R? with the usual metric.

HILBERT SPACE
The class of all infinite real sequences "
(@, @, ...) such that D a) < =
n=1

i.e. such that the series ai +ai + .-+ converges, is denoted by R™.

Example 91: Consider the sequences
p = (1,1,1, ...) and q:(l,%,i,%,...)

Since 12+ 124 .-+ does not converge, p is not a point in R, On the other
hand, the series 12+ (4)2 + ({)> + -+ does converge; hence ¢ is a point in R™,

Now let p = (a.) and q = (b») belong to R*. The function d defined by

dp,q) = 1f§; |an — bal?

is a metric and called the l-metric on R”. We assume this metric on R” unless otherwise
specified. The metric space consisting of R with the ls-metric is called Hilbert space or
l>-space and will also be denoted by H. We formally state:

Theorem 8.12: Hilbert space (or l:-space) is a metric space.

Example 9.2: Let H, denote the subspace of Hilbert space H consisting of all sequences of

the form (a,,ag, ceny Oy gy Aoy 0, 0,0, <)

Observe that H,, is isometric and hence homeomorphic to Euclidean m-space by

the natural identification
(@gy « oy Q) € gy o0y @), 0,0, .00

Hilbert space exhibits two phenomena (not occurring in Euclidean m-space) described
in the examples below:
Example 9.3: Consider the sequence (p,) of points in Hilbert space where p, = (@ Qo .. .) 18
defined by a; = &5 e ay =1 if i =k, and a3 = 0 if i > k, Observe, as illus-
trated below, that the projection (=y(p,)) of (p,) into each coordinate space con-

verges to zero:
p = (1,0,0,0, ...

)
py = (0,1,0,0,...)
Ps = (0,0,1,0,...)
Py = (0’0’0;13"')

R
0 = (0,0,0,0,...)

But the sequence (p,) does not converge to 0, since d(p,0) =1 for every k € N;
in fact, (p,) has no convergent subsequence.
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Example 9.4: Let H* denote the proper subspace of H which consists of all points in H
whose first coordinate is zero, Observe that the function f: H — H*¥ defined by
flay, ay, . .)) = (0,a,,ay ...) is one-one, onto and preserves distances. Hence
Hilbert space is isometric to a proper subspace of itself.

CONVERGENCE AND CONTINUITY IN METRIC SPACES
The following definitions of convergence and continuity in metric spaces are frequently
used. Observe their similarity to the usual « — § definitions.
Definition: The sequence (@i, @, ...) of points in a metric space (X,d) converges to
b € X if for every ¢ > 0 there exists a positive integer n, such that
n>n, implies d(a.,b) <e
Definition: Let (X,d) and (Y, d*) be metric spaces. A function f from X into Y is con-
tinuous at p € X if for every ¢ > 0 there exists a § > 0 such that
d(p,x) <& implies d*(f(p), [(x)) <e

The above definitions are equivalent to the definitions of convergence and continuity
(in the metric topology) which were given for topological spaces in general.

NORMED SPACES

Let V be a real linear vector space, that is, V under an operation of vector addition
and of scalar multiplication by real numbers satisfies the axioms [V.], [V:] and |Vs] of
Chapter 2, Page 22. A function which assigns to each vector v €V the real number ||v||
is a norm on V iff it satisfies, for all v, w €V and k € R, the following axioms:

(N.] [[v||=0 and |jv||=0 iff v=0.
[Na] - [o + ] = |ll] + [wi],
IN:] - [[koll = [k flo]l.

A linear space V together with a norm is called a normed linear vector space or 31mply
a normed space. The real number ||v| is called the norm of the vector v.

Theorem 8.13: Let V be a normed space. The function d defined by
dv,w) = |lo—wl|
where v,w €V, is a metrie, called the induced metric on V.

Thus every normed space with the induced metric is a metric space and hence is also
a topological space.
Example 10.1; The product set R™ is a linear vector space with addition defined by
@y, ooy ) + by, .o byy = (e + by, ..., ant by
and scalar multiplication defined by

kiay, ...,ayn) = <(kay ..., kay)

The function on R™ defined by

ey ooam ]l = Alal+ - tan = Sl = Z|aP

is a norm and called the Euclidean norm on R™. Note that the Euclidean norm
on R" induces the Euclidean metric on R™, If p = (a;,as a3 is a point in RS,
then ||p|| corresponds precisely to the “length” of the arrow (or vector) from the
origin to the point p as illustrated below.
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Example 10.2: The following two functions are also norms on the linear space R™:
ey, - e |l = max(la, ey, ..., |an])
H(a'ly---ram)ll = Iall + IaZI + o+ !am!

Let F(X,R) be the collection of all real-valued functions on a non-empty set X. Recall
(see Theorem 2.9) that #(X, R) is a linear space with vector addition and scalar multipli-
cation defined as follows:

(F+ @) = f(x) +9(x) and (kf)(x) = Ef(x)
We shall frequently want to study classes of functions with certain other properties such
as boundedness, continuity, etec. We shall use the following result from linear algebra:
Proposition 8.14: Let 4(X,R) be a non-empty subcollection of #(X,R) satisfying the fol-
lowing two properties:
(i) If f,9 € c4(X,R), then the sum f+g € 4(X,R).
(iify If f€c4(X,R) and k €R, then the scalar multiple
kf € c4(X, R).

Then <4 (X, R) is, itself, a linear vector space.

Example 10.3: The class ([0,1] of all continuous real functions on the interval I =[0,1] is a
linear space since the sum and scalar multiples of continuous functions are con-
tinuous. The function on ([0,1] defined by

1
sl = fo Fa)| de

is a norm which induces the metric on ([0,1] defined in Example 1.3.

Example 10.4: The function on the linear space ([0,1] defined by
lfll = sup{lf®)]: x€[0,1]}

is also a norm. This norm induces the metric on ([0,1] defined in Example 1.4.

Example 105: Let ‘B(X, R) denote the subcollection of F(X, R) consisting of all bounded functions
f: X—>R. Then B(X,R) is a linear space since the sum and scalar multiples of
bounded functions are also bounded. The function on B(X, R) defined by

| Il = swp @)z X)
18 a norm,

Example 10.6: We show later that the class R” of all real sequences (a,) such that 3 |a,l2 < «
is a linear space. The function on R™ defined by

Hall = \/2 la, /2

is a norm and called the l;-norm on R™. Observe that this norm induces the
ly-metric in Hilbert space.



120

METRIC AND NORMED SPACES (CHAP. 8

Solved Problems

METRICS

1.

Show that in the definition of a metric the axiom |Ms] can be replaced by the following
(weaker) axiom:
[M;] If a,b,c €X are distinct then d(a,c) = d(a,b) + d(b, ¢).
Solution:
Suppose a = b. Then
d(a,e) = db,¢) = d(b,b) + d(b,¢) = d(a,b) + d(b, ¢)
If b = ¢, the arguinent is similar. Lastly, suppose a = ¢; then
dla,¢) = 0 = d(a,b) + d(b, ¢)
Thus the Triangle Inequality follows from [M;] if the points a, b and ¢ are not all distinct.

Show that the trivial metric on a set X is a metric, i.e. that the function d defined by

1 ifa+bd
d(a,b [
_ (@) 10 ifa=0
satisfies [M,], [M:], [M3] and [M.].

Solution:
Let a,b€ X. Then d(a,b)=1 or d(e,b)=0. In either case, d(a,b) =0, Also, if a=5b
then, by definition of d, d(a,b) = 0. Hence d satisfies [M,].

Let a,b € X. If a#b, then bsa. Hence d(a,b) =1 and d(b,a) = 1. Accordingly, d(a,b) =
d(b,a). On the other hand, if ¢ = b then b = a and therefore d(a,b) = 0 = d(b, a). Hence d satisfies
[M,].

Now let a,b,¢ € X be distinct points. Then d(a,¢) =1, d(a,b) =1 and d(b,¢) =1. Hence

and d satisfies [M;]. d(a,e) = 1 = 141 = d(a,b) + d(b,¢)

Lastly, let a,b€ X and a #b. Then d(a,b)=1. Hence d(a,b) 0, and d satisfies [M,].

Let d be a metric on a non-empty set X. Show that the function e defined by
e(a,b) = min(1, d(a,b))
where a,b € X, is also a metric on X.

Solution:
Let a,b€ X. Since d is a metric, d(a,b) is non-negative. Hence e¢(a,b), which is either 1 or
d(a,b), is also non-negative. Furthermore, if « = b then

e(a,b) = min(1,d(a,b)) = min(1,0) = 0
Hence e satisfies [M;].

Now let a,b € X. By definition e(a,b) = d(a,b) or e(a,b) = 1. Suppose e(a,b) = d(a,bd);
then d(a,b) < 1. Since d is a metric, d(b,a) = d(a,b) < 1. Consequently,

e(b,a) = d(b,a) = d(a,b) = e(a,b)
On the other hand, suppose e(a,d) =1; then d(a,b) = 1. Hence d(b,a) = d(a,b) = 1. Consequently,

e(b,a) = 1 = e(a,b)
In either case e satisfies [M,].

Now let a,b,e € X. We want to prove the Triangle Inequality
e{a,c) = e{a,b) + e(db,¢)
Observe that e¢(a,¢) = min(1,d(a,¢)) = 1. Hence if e{a,b) = 1 or e(d,¢) = 1, the Triangle
Inequality holds. But if both e(a,b) <1 and e(b,c) < 1, then e(a,b) = d(a,b) and e(b,¢) = d(b,¢).
Accordingly, ' ) = min(L,d(a,e) = d(a,c) = d(a,b) + d(b,c) = e(a,b) + e(b, )
Thus in all cases the Triangle Inequality holds. Hance e satisfies [M;].

Finally, let ¢, b€ X and a=b. Then d{a,b) = 0. Hence e(a,b) = min(l, d{(a, b)) is also
not zero. Thus e satisfies [My].
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4.

Let d be a metric on a non-empty set X. Show that the function ¢ defined by

_ _de))
60 = 1 4@, D)

where a,b € X, is also a metric on X.

Solution:
Since d is a metric, ¢ clearly satisfies [M;], [My] and [M,]. Hence we only need to show that
e satisfies [M,], the Triangle Inequality. Let a,b,c € X; then

d{a, b) _ d(a, b)
T da,b) +dbe — 1+ dab e(a, b)
b, o) A0
and T T d@b) + dbo ~ 1+ dbo e(b, €)
Since d is a metric, .d(a, ¢) = d(a, b) + d(b,c). Hence
- d(a, c) _ d(a, b) + d(b,¢)
0 = Thdae ~ 1+ dabd + dbo
= d(2,5) d(d, ¢) = e(a,b) + e(b,c)

1 ¥ da,b) +db,e) T 1+ dab) + db,o

Thus ¢ is a metric.

OPEN SPHERES

5.

Prove Lemma 8.2: Let S be an open sphere with center p and radius 3§, i.e. S = S(p, §).
Then for every point ¢ € S there exists an open sphere T centered at ¢ such that T is
contained in S.
Solution:
Now d(q,p) <8 since ¢ €S = S(p,8). Hence
e = 8§ —d(g,p) > 0
We claim that the open sphere T = S(q,¢), with center ¢

and radius e, is a subset of S.

Let x €T = S(q,¢). Then d(x,q) <e=8§—d(g,p). So, by
the Triangle Inequality,
d(x,p) = d(x,q) + d(g,p) < [8 —d(g,p)] +d(g,p) = 38

Thus z € S = S(p, 8) since its distance from p is less than §.
So x €T implies z €S, i.e. T is a subset of S (as indicated in
the adjacent Venn diagram).

Let 8, and 8, be real numbers such that 0 < 8, = 8,. Show that the open sphere S(p, §))
is a subset of the open sphere S(p, §2).

Solution:
Let x € 8(p,8,). Then d(x,p) < &, = 8;. Hence x € S(p,s,) and thus S(p, ;) C S(p, 89).

Show that if S and T are open spheres with the same center, then one of them is a
subset of the other.
Solution:

Say S = S(p,8) and T = S(p,8,), i.e. S and T have the same center p with radii s, and 8o
respectively. But either 8§, £ 8, or 8, = §,. Hence by the preceding problem either SC T or T C S.
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Prove Lemma 8.3: Let S, and S: be open spheres and let p €S, N S.. Then there
exists an open sphere S, with center » such that p € S, C S, N S..

Solution:

Since p €S, and S, is an open sphere, there exists by
Lemma 8.2 an open sphere Sl with center p such that pEST cS;.
Similarly there exists an open sphere 82 with center p such that
pE€S;CS,. Now S, and S, each has center p: so by Problem 7
one of them, say Sf:, is contained in the other. Thus we have

pES;CS, and pESTCSics,

Aeccordingly, p € Sf CSy{NS,. Hence we may take S, = S;’
{See adjacent diagram.)

METRIC TOPOLOGIES

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Prove: Let X be a metric space, and let .2, denote the class of open spheres with center
p € X. Then 79, is a local base at ».

Solution:

Let G be an open subset of X containing p. Since the open spheres in X form a base for the
metric topology, 3 an open sphere S such that p €S CG. But by Lemma 82 3 an open sphere
S, € »,, i.e. with center p, such that p €S, C SC G. Hence D, is a local base at p.

Prove Theorem 8.5: Let X be a metric space. Then the countable class of open spheres
Z = {S»1), S, 3%), S, %), ...}
with center p € X, is a local base at p.

Solution:
Let G be an open subset of X containing p. By the preceding problem, 3 an open sphere S(p, §)
with center p such that p € S(p,5) C G. Since 8§ >0,

Iny €N  suchthat 1/n5<$

Accordingly, p € S(p,1/ny) C S(p,8) C G where S(p,1/ny) € Z. Hence &7 is a local base at p.

Prove Theorem 8.6: The closure A of a subset A of a metric space X is the set of
points whose distance from A is zero: 4 = {x:d(x, A) = 0}.
Solution:

Suppose d(p, A) = 0. Then every open sphere with center p, and therefore every open set &
containing p, also contains at least one point of A. Hence p € A or p is a limit point of A, and so

p € A.
On the other hand, suppose d(p, A) = e > 0. Then the open sphere S(p, ¢) with center p contains
no point of A. Hence p belongs to the exterior of A, and so p € A. Accordingly, A = {x:d(x,4) = 0}.

Show that a subset F' of a metric space X is closed if and only if {x:d(x, F) =0} C F.

Solution:
This follows directly from Problem 11 and the fact that a set is closed iff it is equal to its closure.

If F is a closed subset of a metric space X and p € X does not belong to F, ie. »p & F,
then d(p, F') + 0.

Solution:
If d(p,F) =0 and F is closed, then by Problem 12, p € F. But by hypothesis p & F; so

d(p, F') # 0.
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14. Prove Theorem 8.8: Let A and B be closed disjoint subsets of a metric space X. Then
there exist disjoint open sets G and H such that A C G and B C H.

Solution:
If either A or B is empty, say A == (3, then @ and X are open disjoint sets such that A C @
and B C X. Hence we may assume A and B are non-empty.

Let @ € A. Since A and B are disjoint, a & B.
But B is closed; hence by the preceding problem,
d{a,B) = 8, > 0. Similarly, if b € B, then d(b,A) =
81) > 0. Set

Se = S(a, 18,) and Sy = S(b,48p)

so ¢ €8S, and b€ S, (See the adjacent Venn dia-
gram.)

We claim that the sets

G = U{S,:a€A} and H = U{S,:bEB)

satisfy the required conditions ofﬁthe theorem. Now G and H are open since they are each the union
of open spheres. Furthermore, @ € S, implies 4 C G, and b €S, implies B c H. We must show that
GNnH = 0,

Suppose GnNnH = @, say pE€ Gn H. Then
3a)€A,0,EB  suchthat pES,, PES,

Let d(ag, by) = e > 0. Then d(ay, B) = 8a, = ¢ and d(by, 4) = LI =e But p€ S(10 and p € Sbo’ so
d(ag, p) < $3q, and d(p, bg) < %3y,

Therefore by the Triangle Inequality,
d(ag, by) = ¢ = d(ag,p) + d(p, by < %8% + %8% = Let le = 2

an impossibility. Hence G and H are disjoint and the theorem is true.

EQUIVALENT METRICS

15. Let d and e be metrics on a set X such that for each
d-open sphere S¢ with center p € X there exists an
e-open sphere S. with center p such that S.C Sa.
Show that the topology T. induced by d is coarser
(smaller) than the topology T. induced by e, ie.
Ta C Te.

Solution:

Let G& T;. We want to show that G is also an e-open
set, Let p <€ G. Since G is d-open there exists a d-open
sphere Sy with center p such that p € S; C G. By hypothesis,
there exists an e-open sphere S.(p) with center p such that
PESAp) CSy3C G. Accordingly, G = U{S,(p):p € G).
Thus G is the union of e-open spheres, and so it is e-open.
Hence T,C T,.

16. Let d and e be metrics on a set X such that for each d-open sphere S; with center
p € X there exists an e-open sphere S. with center p such that S, C S4, and for each
e-open sphere S¥ with center p € X there exists a d-open sphere Si such that Sj C S¥.
Show that d and e are equivalent metrics, i.e. that they induce the same topology on X.
Solution:

By Problem 15, the topology T4 induced by d is coarser than the topology T, induced by e, i.e.
T4C T, Also by Problem 15, T,C T4 Therefore T4= T,.



124

17.

18.

19.

METRIC AND NORMED SPACES [CHAP. 8

Show that the usual metric d on the plane R? is equivalent to the metrics d; and d: on
R? defined in Example 1.5.

Solution:

Observe that we can inscribe a square in any circle as shown in Fig. (a) below, and we can
inscribe a circle in a square as shown in Fig. (b). Now the points inside a circle form a d-open sphere
and the points inside a square form a d;-open sphere, so the metrics d and d; are equivalent by
Problem 16.

Furthermore, we can inscribe a “diamond” in any circle as shown in Fig. (¢), and we can inscribe
a circle in any diamond as shown in Fig. (d). Since the points inside a “diamond” form a d;-open
sphere, the metrics d and dy are equivalent by Problem 16.

Fig. (a) Fig. (b) Fig. (c) Fig. (d)

Let ([0, 1] denote the collection of all real continuous functions defined on I = |0,1].
Consider the metrics d and e on ([0, 1] defined by .
d(f,9) = sup{if(x) —g@)|:z €},  elfg) = f f(z) — g(x)| dz

0
(see Example 1.3 and Example 1.4). Show that the topology T, induced by d is not
coarser than the topology T, induced by e, ie. T,¢ T,.
Solution:

Let p be the constant function p(x) =2 and let ¢ =1. Then the sphere S,(p,¢) consists of all

functions g for which g lies between the functions p —1 and p +1, i.e. such that 1 < g(x) <3 for
all x €1,

l4
|
!

I
0 1 o[ 1 l!l
-1 |
It is sufficient to show that S;(p, ) contains no e-open sphere with center p; ie. for every § > 0,

S(p,8) ¢ Sg(p,e). Let § > 0. Consider the function ¢ consisting of the line segments between the
points (0,4) and (48, 2) and between (43,2) and (1,2), i.e. defined by

{(—4a/5) + 4 if 0=u0<4s
12 if 3=2=1
(see diagram above). Observe that the “‘area” between p and ¢ is 13, ie. e(p,¢) = L3. Then

qES,(p,8). But dp,9) =2; so g&Syp,e). Thus S,(p,38) ¢ Sa(p,e) for any & >0. Hence
Tad Teo

glx) =

Let ([a,b] denote the collection of all continuous functions on a closed interval
X = [a,b]. Consider the metrics d and e on ([a, D] defined by
b
d(f,9) = sup{if(x) —g@):z€ X}, elf,g) = f flx) — g(2)) dx
Show that the topology T, induced by e is coarser than the topology T, induced by 4, i.e.
T,CT,
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Solution:

Let S.(p,¢) be any e-open sphere in ([a, b] with center p € ([, b]. Let § = ¢/(b—a). In view
of Problem 15 it is sufficient to show that S;(p, 8}, the d-open sphere with center p and radius 5, is a
subset of S.(p,¢), ie. Sglp, 8§) T S,ip, ).

Let f € Sy(p,8); then sup {[p(x) — f(z)[} < 8 = ¢/(b—a)
Hence " . b
ewn = | w0 -s@idr = [ suplp@ - i@ < | Jo-ad =

So f € S.p,¢) and therefore Sy(p,8) C S.(p,e).

NORMED SPACES
20. Prove Theorem 8.13: The function d defined by d(v,w) = |[v —w||, where v and w

21,

are vectors in a normed space V, is a metric on V.

Selution:
Note that by [N,],

dlv,w) = lv—wj =0 and d(v,v) = [[v—v[] = [|0]] =0
Hence d satisfies [M;]. Also, by [N3],
dw,w) = v-wl = [(-Dw—v)| = =1 lw=v]] = lw—2v] = dw,v)

Hence d satisfies [M;]. By [N,], |lv+w!| = ||v|| + ljw]| for all v,w € V. Accordingly if «,b,c €V,
then substituting » — a—b and w = b—c¢ we have

la—ell = jlla=b +®B—0ll = [v+wl] = |]+ jlw] = le-bl + ||b—cl
that is, d(a,¢) = d(a,t) + d(b,c). Hence d satisfies [M3].

Finally, if v # w then v —w # 0; hence by [N,], d(v,w) = [iv —w|| > 0. Thus d satisfies [M,].

Prove the Cauchy-Schwarz Inequality: For any pair of points p = (ai,...,an) and
q - <b], e ey bm> fll’l Rm,

i

Sl = ol = y 3k 3

i=1
where !Ipl| is the Euclidean norm.
Solution:
If p=0 or g=0, then the inequality reduces to 0 =0 and is therefore true. So we need only
consider the case in which p+# 0 and ¢+ 0, i.e. in which ||p||# 0 and iq|! # 0.
Now for any real numbers =,y € R, 0 = (x—y)2 = 22— 2xy+ y2 or, equivalently,
20y = %2 4 y2 (1)
Since x and y are arbitrary real numbers, we can let 2z = lg;|/['p|l and y = bl/llq|'! in (I). So,
for any i,
tag byl _ ;]2 |b;]2

[ipl! llgl] Ipl[2  Tql?

(2)

But by definition of the Euclidean norm, a2 = ||pl|2 and 2 1b2 = ||¢}[2. So summing (2) with
respect to i and using |a;b; = la; [b], we have

n ™ ne

ab'[ a;|2 b.l2 o .
27“—‘—2'11 e i§1] | 1§1\ ! o ellE el 9
I'pl} gl pl[? lql[2 oIz~ ilqli2
m v 1
|@; by
i=1
that is, TRTRTINTHE
- ol 1ld]

Multiplying both sides by |[|p|| [|¢i| gives us the required inequality.
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22. Prove Minkowski’s Inequality: For any pair of points p = (a1, ...,an) and g =
(bl, ey bm> il’l Rm,

lp+all = [l + g te. NZlau+bP = X |af + VX P

Solution:

If |Ip+qll = 0, the inequality clearly holds. Hence we need only consider the case in which
{lp+qll # 0.

Observe that, for real numbers «; b, € R, we have la;+ &) = |o;] + |8/, Hence

lp+qll? = Zle+bfz = la; + bl la; + by
= Do+ b (o] + b))
= Zlai+bllal + Zla+ b by
But by the Cauchy-Schwarz Inequality,
2l +bf el = lp+gil ol and  Zle;+ bl bl = llp+qll llg!]
Then 'p+q¢'2 = dlp+dqllllpl] + llp+4qllllgll = llp+all(lpll +1lgl)

Since we are considering the case {[p+g|l # 0, we can divide by |lp+ qll; this yields the required
inequality.

23. Prove that the Euclidean norm,

]| = Y2 la®  where p =(ay,...,a.) € R”

satisfies the required axioms [Ni}, [Nz} and [Ns].

Solution:

Now [N,] follows from properties of the real numbers, and [N,] is Minkowski’s Inequality which
was proven in the preceding problem. Hence we only need to show that [N;] holds. But for any
vector p = {(ay,...,a,) and any real number k € R,

lkpll = (lkay, «oyall = ltkay, -, kay)]

= N2 lka2 = D kPEe = K12 2 fayf?

VIR \[Slalz = K ASla? = 1K ipl

it

Hence [N3] also holds.

24. Prove Theorem 8.11: Euclidean m-space is a metric space, i.e. the Euclidean metric
on R™ satisfies the axioms JM;] to [Mu].

Solution:
Use Problem 23 and the fact that the Euclidean metric on R™ is induced by the Euclidean norm
on R™.

25. Let (a,, as ...) be a convergent sequence of real numbers with the property that
a, = b for all n € N. Show that lima. = b.

Solution:
Suppose lima, = ¢ >b and set e = a—b > 0. Since ¢, — «,

Ing €N such that a—a, = Ia—~a,,0] <e=a—b

Thus Aty < —b and therefore b < . which contradiets the hypothesis. Accordingly, lim a, = b.

26. Prove Minkowski’s inequality for infinite sums: If (a.),(bx) € R, then

e + bl = [ + [[Bu)l]  Le. \/i jn + baf? = i anl® \/2 LR

Solution:
By Minkowski’s inequality for finite sums,
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,/él - bf2 = él an2 + é} a2 = \{él anl2 + ‘,é (a2

Since the above is true for every m € N, by the preceding problem it is also true in the limit.

27. Show that the l-norm on R%, ie. |[(a.)|| = \/2 |ax?, satisfies the required axioms
[Nl], lNQ] and [N3]

Solution:
This is similar to the proof in Problem 23 that the Euclidean norm satisfies the axioms [N;], [N,]
and [N;].

28. Prove Theorem 8.12: Hilbert space (or l:-space) is a metric space.

Solution:
Use Problem 27 and the fact that the l,-metric on R is induced by the l,-norm.

29. Let a and b be real numbers with the property that a = b +¢ for every «> 0. Show
that a = b. ;

Solution:
Suppose a >b. Then a = b+§ where 8§ >0. Set ¢=1s. Now a > b+15 = b+e where
e > 0. But this contradicts the hypothesis; so a = b.

30. Let I = [0,1]. Show that the following is a norm on C[0,1]: |Ifl| = sup {|f(z)]}.

Solution:

Recall that a real continuous function on a closed interval is bounded; so ||f|| is well-defined.
Since |f(x)] =0 for every x €1, [|f]| =0; also |[f|]l =0 iff |f(x)] =0 for every x &I, ie. iff
f=10. Thus [N,] is satisfied.

Let ¢ > 0. Then 3z, €I such that
f +9ll = sup{{f®+o@} = [flwg)+ g(xy)| + ¢
[f(xg)] + lg(mg)| + ¢
sup {|f(x)[} + sup {{g(=)]} + e
AL+ Holl + e
Hence by Problem 29, ||f+g|] = lIfll + |lg{l and [N,] is satisfied.
Now let k€ R. Then

kAl

i

I

I

sup {|(kN)(®)|} = sup{lkf(@)|} = sup {k| |f(2)}
k| sup {f(=)} = & [If]]

I

I

and [N,;] is satisfied.

Supplementary Problems

METRICS

31. Let B(X,Y) be the collection of all bounded functions from an arbitrary set X into a metric space
(Y,d). Show that the funetion ¢ is a metric on B(X,Y):

e(f,9) = sup{d(f(x),9(x)) : ® € X}
32. Let dy,...,d, be metries on X,,...,X,, respectively. Show that the following functions are
metrics on the product set X =[IX;
d(p! Q) = max {dl(a’ly bl)) “aey dm(a’m’ bm)}) e(py Q) = dl(a'l; b[) '+‘ R + dm(a/m! bm)

Here, p=(ay, ..., an) q=(by, ..., by € X = [];X.
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33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

METRIC AND NORMED SPACES (CHAP. 8

Let R* = RU {»,—=} be the extended real line and let f:R*—>|-1, 1| be defined by flx) =
#/(1+'x)) if x€R, flx) =1 and f(—=) = —1. Show that the following function is a metric on
R* dlx,y) = {f(x) — f(y)l.

Let Rt denote the non-negative real numbers, and let f: R+ > R+ be a continuous funection such
that (i) f(0) =0, (i) flx+y) = flx) + fly), and (ill) x < y implies f(x) < f(y). Show that if d is
a metric on any set X then the composition function fod is also a metric on X.

Let p be a pseudometric on some set X. Let ~ be the relation in X defined by
a~b iff pla,b) =0
(1) Show that ~ is an equivalence relation in X.

(ify  Show that the following function is a metric on the quotient set X/~ = {[a]:a € X):
d([a],[b]) = pla,b). Here [a| denotes the equivalence class of a € X.

Let R[0,1] denote the collection of (Riemann) integrable functions on [0,1|. Show that the following
function is a pseudometric on R0, 1]:

St
o) = L@ - o)l de
¢

Y

Also show by a counterexample that p is not a metric.

Show that a funection d is a metric on a set X iff it satisfies the following two conditions:
(i) d(e,b) =0 iff = b; (ii) d(a,c) = d(a, b) + d(c, b).

DISTANCES BETWEEN SETS, DIAMETERS

38.

39.

40.

41,

42,

Give an example of two closed subsets A and B of the real line R such that
d(A,B) =0 but AnB =0

Let d be a metric on X. Show that for any subsets A,B C X:
(i) d(AUB) = d(A) + d(B) + d(A,B) and (ii) d(4d) = d(A).

Let d be a metric on X and let A be any arbitrary subset of X. Show that the function f:X->R
defined by f(x) = d(x, A) is continuous.

Consider the function d:R2-— R defined by d((a,b)) = la— b} (i.e. the usual metric on R). Show
that d is continuous with respect to the usual topologies on the line R and the plane R2

Let A be any subset of a metric space X. Show that d(4) = d(4).

METRIC TOPOLOGIES

43.

44.

45.

46.

41.

Let (A, d) be a metric subspace of (X,d). Show that (A4, d) is also a topological subspace of (X, d), i.e.
the restriction of d to A induces the relative topology on A.

Prove: If the topological space (X,T) is homeomorphic to a metric space (Y,d), then (X,T) is
metrizable.

Prove Theorem 8.10: If (X, d) is isometric to (Y, e), then (X, d) is also homeomorphic to (Y, ¢).

Give an example to show that the closure of an open sphere
S(p,8) = {x:dp,x) <3}
need not be the “closed sphere”

S(p, 8) {x: d(p,x) = 8}

il

Show that a closed sphere S(p,s) = {x:d(p,x) = 8} is closed.
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48. Prove: The sequence (a ¢, ...) converges to the point p in a metric space X if and only if the
sequence of real numbers (d(a,, p), d(az, p}, ...) converges to 0 € R, i.e. lim a, = p iff lim d(a,, p) = 0.

49. Prove: If lima, = p and limb, = ¢ in a metric space X, then the sequence of real numbers
(d(ay, by), d(ag, ba), ...) converges to d(p,q) €ER, ie. lim d(ay, b,) = d(lima,, limb,).

EQUIVALENT METRICS
50. Let d be a metric on X. Show that the following metric is equivalent to d: e(a, b) = min {1, d(a, b)}.

51, Let d be a metric on X. Show that the following metric is equivalent to d: e(a,b) = #‘l(?{(‘?—b).
52, Let d and ¢ be metrics on X. Suppose 3Fk,k’ € R such that, for every a,b € X,
d(a,b) = ke(a,b) and e(a, b) = kK d(a,b)
Show that d and ¢ are equivalent metries.
EUCLIDEAN m-SPACE, HILBERT SPACE
53. Let p; = (ayy, g, ..o, Ay, Do = (Q31, 80y -2 ., Uay), ... be points in Euclidean m-space. Show that
Pn= g = (by, by, ..., by if and only if, for k=1,...,m, (@ Go, ts, ...) converges to by; ie. the

projection (m(p,)) converges to m.(q) in each coordinate space.
54, Show that if G is an open subset of Hilbert Space H, then Ip = (a¢,) € G such that «a; +* 0.

55, Let H* denote the proper subspace of Hilbert Space H which consists of all points in H whose first
coordinate is zero, (i) Show that H* is closed. (ii) Show that H* is nowhere dense in H, i.e.

int (H*) = Q.

56, Let py = (tyq, g .. .Y, Py = (Uyy, Uopy -« .Y, ... Dbe points in R” and suppose that the sequence of reat
numbers (m(P,)) = (Gp> Gops X3, -..) converge to b € R for every k&€ N.

(i)  Show that ¢q = (b, b,,...) belongs to R”,

(ii) Show that the sequence (py, Py, ...) converges to q.

HILBERT CUBE

57. The set I of all real sequences (@, ¢y, ...) such that = a, 5;1;, for every n &€ N, is called the
Hilbert cube.

(i)  Show that I is a subset of R™.
(i) Show that I is a closed and bounded subset of R”.

NORMED SPACES

58. Let B(X,R) denote the class of all real bounded functions f:X - R defined on some non-empty
set X, Show that the following is a norm on B(X,R): ||f|| = sup {|f(x) : z € X}.

59. Two norms, ||+-+||; and ||+« || on a linear space X are equivalent iff they induce equivalent metries
on X, i.e. iff they determine the same topology on X. Show that [|---[|; is equivalent to ||---[|, if and
only if 3a,, ag, by, by € R such that, for all x € X,

a2l < |lxlls < byllxll,  and  agllx]ls < @[]} < bafl@liz
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60. Let ||---|| be the Euclidean norm and let d be the induced Euclidean metric on the plane R2, Consider
the function ¢ defined by

el gt i il # gl
“na = {d(p, 9 i [[p] = o]
(i) Show that ¢ is a metric on RZ2,

(if) Describe an open sphere in the metric space (RZ, ¢).
1
61. Show that the following is a norm on ([0,1]: |ifl] = I ()} da.
0

62. Let X be a normed space. Show that the function f: X — R defined by f(z) = ||z|| is continuous.

Answers to Supplementary Problems

36. The funetion f:[0,11 > R defined by

1 if x=0
fo) = {0 f0<w=1

is (Riemann) integrable, i.e. belongs to R[0,1]. The zero function g:[0,1] > R, ie. g(x) =0 for all
xz € [0,1], also belongs to ®[0,1]. But po(f,g) =0 and f+#*g. Hence p is not a metric as it does
not satisfy [M,].

3. Let A ={2345 ...} and B = {2},3L,4], ...}

46. Let d be the trivial metric on a set X containing more than one point. Then, for any p € X,

S(p,1) = {z:dpx)<1} = {p}
Sp,1) = {x:dp,x)=1} = X

But d induces the discrete topology on X, and so every subset of X is both open and closed. Thus
S0 = {» = = S

58. Hint. Proof is similar to that of Problem 30,

60. (i) If |ip|| = 8, then S(p,s) is an arc of the circle {wx: {{z|| = ||pl{}. If |lpl} <&, then S(p,s) consists
of the points interior to the circle {x:||zj{| = §—]|ip||} and the points on an arc of the circle

{2 flalt = {lpl]}.

[|pl] =& ol <8

1 1
oL ftal = [ e +e@ide = [ (@) + e do
0 0

1 1
‘)| de + x) de = fll +
jo ()] j ()] WAL+ 1l



Chapter 9

Countability

FIRST COUNTABLE SPACES

A topological space X is called a first countable space if it satisfies the following axiom,
called the first axiom of countability.

[Ci] For each point p € X there exists a countable class ‘B, of open sets containing p
such that every open set G containing p also contains a member of B,.

In other words, a topological space X is a first countable space iff there exists a
countable local base at every point p € X. Observe that [C:] is a local property of a
topological space X, i.e. it depends only upon the properties of arbitrary neighborhoods
of the point p € X.

Example 1.1: Let X be a metric space and let p € X. Recall that the countable class of open
spheres {S(p, 1), S(», }), S(», %), ...} with center p is a local base at p. Hence
every metric space satisfies the first axiom of countability.

Example 1.2: Let X be any discrete space. Now the singleton set {p} is open and is contained
in every open set G containing p € X. Hence every discrete space satisfies [C,].

First countable spaces possess the following property which was proven for the special
case of the real line R.

Theorem 9.1: A function defined on a first countable space X is continuous at p € X if
and only if it is sequentially continuous at p.

In other words, if X satisfies [C:], then f: XY is continuous at p € X iff for every
sequence (a,) converging to p in X, the sequence (f(a.)) converges to f(p) in Y, le,

a,~>p implies  f(ax) > f(p)

Remark: Let B, be a countable local base at the point p € X. Then we can index the
members of B, by N, i.e. we can write B, = {B1, B, ...}. (We permit repeti-
tions in the case that B, is finite.) If, in addition, By D BD BsD ..., then
we call B, a nested local base at p. We show, as a solved problem, that we
can always construct a nested local base from a countable local base.

SECOND COUNTABLE SPACES

A topological space (X, T) is called a second countable space if it satisfies the following
axiom, called the second axiom of countability.

[C:] There exists a countable base B for the topology T.
Observe that second countability is a global rather than a local property of a topological

space.

Example 21: The class B of open intervals (a, b) with rational endpoints, i.e. a,b € Q, is count-
able and is a base for the usual topology on the real line R. Thus R is a second
countable space, i.e. R satisfies [C,].

131
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Example 2.2: Consider the discrete topology . on the real line R. Recall that a class B is a
base for a discrete topology if and only if it contains all singleton sets. But R,
and hence the class of singleton subsets {p} of R, are non-countable. Accordingly,
(R, D) does not satisfy the second axiom of countability.

Now if B is a countable base for a space X, and if B, consists of the members of B
which contain the point p € X, then B, is a countable local base at p. In other words,

Proposition 9.2: A second countable space is also first countable.
On the other hand, the real line R with the discrete topology does not satisfy [C:] by

Example 2.2 but does satisfy [C,] by Example 1.2. Thus we see that the converse of
Proposition 9.2 is not true.

LINDELOF’S THEOREMS

It is convenient to introduce some terminology. Let A C X and let ¢4 be a class of

subsets of X such that
A C UE: Fea

Then <4 is called a cover (or, covering) of A, or ¢4 is said to cover A. If each member
of ¢4 is an open subset of X, then ¢4 is called an open cover of A. Furthermore, if 4
contains a countable (finite) subclass which also is a cover of A, then <4 is said to be
reducible to a countable (finite) cover, or o4 is said to contain a countable (finite) subcover.

The central facts about second countable spaces are contained in the next two theorems,
due to Lindelof.

Theorem 9.3: Let A be any subset of a second countable space X. Then every open
cover of A is reducible to a countable cover.

Theorem 9.4: Let X be a second countable space. Then every base B for X is reducible
to a countable base for X.

The preceding theorem motivates the definition of a Lindelof space. A topological
space X is called a Lindeldof space if every open cover of X is reducible to a countable
cover. Hence every second countable space is a Lindelof space.

SEPARABLE SPACES
A topological space X is said to be separable if it satisfies the following axiom.

[S}] X contains a countable dense subset.
In other words, X is separable iff there exists a finite or a denumerable subset A of X
such that the closure of A is the entire space, i.e. A = X.

Example 3.1: The real line R with the usual topology is a separable space since the set Q of
rational numbers is denumerable and is dense in R, i.e. Q = R.

Example 3.2: Consider the real line R with the discrete topology 2. Recall that every subset
of R is both 2-open and -closed; so the only Z)-dense subset of R is R itself.
But R is not a countable set; hence (R, 2) is not a separable space.

We will show that every second countable space is also separable. Namely,

Proposition 9.5: If X satisfies the second axiom of countability, then X is separable.
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The real line R with the topology generated by the closed-open intervals [a,b) is a
classical example of a separable space which does not satisfy the second axiom of count
ability. So the converse of the previous proposition is not true in general. We do, though,
have the following special case.

Theorem 9.6: Every separable metric space is second countable.

Example 33: Let C[0, 1] denote the linear space of all continuous functions on the closed interval
[0, 1] with the norm defined by
fll = sup{if(): 0 == =1}

By the Welerstrass Approximation Theorem, for any function f &€ C[0,1] and any
e > 0, there exists a polynomial p with rational coefficients such that

If=pll <e ie [f(x) —pl) <e forall z€0,1]

Hence the collection P of all such polynomials is dense in C[0,1]. But P is a count-
able set; so C[0, 1] is separable and, by Theorem 9.6, second countable,

In our last example we show that a metric space need not be separable.

Example 3.4: Consider the metric ¢ on the plane R? defined by

[lpll + llall it [p) # (o]l
d(p, q) if |[p[| = |lal|

where |[*++|| is the Euclidean norm on R?
and d is the induced usual metric (see Prob-

lem 60, Chapter 8). /j
Recall that if p+(0,0) and & <||p|}, P L
S(pr 3)

e(p,q) =

then the e-open sphere S(p,$8) consists only //
of points on the circle / \
[ \
P o= {o: |l =2l \ /
and so p cannot be an accumulation point of \\ /
any A C R? unless A contains points of the N _ALp

circle P. But there are an uncountable num-
ber of circles with center (0,0), so A C R?
cannot be dense in R? unless A is uncount-
able. Thus the metric space (R2e) is not
separable.

HEREDITARY PROPERTIES

A property P of a topological space X is said to be hereditary iff every subspace of X
also possesses property P. We will show that every subspace of a second countable space
is second countable and every subspace of a first countable space is first countable. In
other words, the properties [C;] and [C:] are both hereditary. On the other hand, we
will show by a counterexample that a subspace of a separable space need not be separable,
i.e. separability is not hereditary.

We conclude with the following diagram which gives the only relationship between
the three axioms in this chapter:

separable <— second countable — first countable

Here an arrow denotes implication as stated in Propositions 9.2 and 9.5.
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Solved Problems

FIRST COUNTABLE SPACES

1.

Show that any subspace (Y, T,) of a first countable space (X, T) is also first countable.
Solution:

Let p€ Y. Since Y CX, p€ X. By hypothesis, (X,T) is a first countable space, so 3 a
countable T-local base B, = {B,:n €N} at p. By a previous problem, ‘Bp ={YnB,: n€N}
is a Ty-local base at p. Since B is countable, (¥, T,) satisfies [C,].

Let B, = [G1,Gy, ...} be a countable local base at p € X. Show that:

(1) There exists a nested local base at p.

(i) If X satisfies |C.] then there exists a nested local base at every p € X.
Solution:

i) Set B,=G, By=G Gy ... B,=0Gn-nG,

Then B; D B,D --- and each Bj is open and contains p. Furthermore, if G is an open set

containing p, then
Iny €N such that B, C G”o cG

Accordingly, {B, By, ...} is a nested local base at p.

(i) If X satisfies [C,]| and p € X, then 3 a countable local base at p by [C,] and, by (i), there exists
a nested local base at p.

Let B, = {B1, B, ...} be anested local base at p € X and let (a;,as, ...) be a sequence
such that a: € By, a: € By, ... . Show that (a,) converges to p.
Solution:

Let G be an open set containing p. Since B, is a local base at p,

An, € N such that B"o cG

But B, is nested; hence = > n, implies a, € B"o C G, and so a, — p.

Let T be the cofinite topology on the real line R, i.e. T contains () and the complements
of finite sets. Show that (R, T) does not satisfy the first axiom of countability.
Solution:

Suppose that (R,T) does satisfy [C;]. Then 1 € R possesses a countable open local base
By = {B,:n € N}. Since each B, is T-open, its complement B’ is T-closed and hence finite. Accord-
ingly, A = U{B{:n €N} is the countable union of finite sets and is therefore countable. But R
is not countable; hence there exists a point p € R different from 1 which does not belong to 4, ie.
pE Ac,

Now, by DeMorgan’s Law we have

pEAc = (U{B :nreN) = M{B,:neN} = N{B,:n€EN}

Hence p € B, for every n € N. On the other hand, {p}c is a T-open set since it is the complement of
a finite set, and {p}¢ contains 1 since p is different from 1. Since B, is a local base, there exists a
member B, € B, such that B,lﬂ C {p}e. Hence p€&B,. But this contradicts the statement that
p € B, for every n & N, Consequently, the original assumption that (R, T) satisfies the first axiom
of countability is false.

Prove Theorem 9.1: Let X satisfy the first axiom of countability. Then f:X->7Y Iis
continuous at p € X if and only if it is sequentially continuous at p.
Solution:

It suffices to show that if f is sequentially continuous at p then f is continuous at p, since the
converse has been proven for an arbitrary topological space. We shall in fact prove the contrapositive
statement: if f is not continuous at p then f is not sequentially continuous at p.
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Let B, = {By, By, ...} be a nested local base at p and suppose f is not continuous at p. Then
there exists an open subset H of Y such that

f®)€H but B,¢ f 1[H| for every n €N
Hence, for every n € N,

dq, € B, such that a, &/ ! [H| which implies  fla,) € H

Now by a previous problem the sequence («,) converges to p; but the sequence (f(«,)) does not converge
to f(p), since the open set H containing f(p) does not contain any of the terms of the sequence.
Accordingly, f is not sequentially continuous at p.

SECOND COUNTABLE SPACES

6.

Show that the plane R? with the usual topology satisfies the second axiom of countability.

Solution:

Let B be the class of open discs in R? with rational radii and centers whose coordinates are
rational. Then ‘B is a countable set and, furthermore, is a base for the usual topology on R2. Hence
R? is a second countable space.

Show that every subspace of a second countable space is second countable.

Solution:
Let B8 = {B,:» & N} be a countable base for the second countable space X, and let Y be a
subspace of X. By a previous problem, B, = {Y nB,: n €N} is a base for Y. Since By is

countable, Y satisfies [C,].

Prove Theorem (Lindelof) 9.3: Let A be any subset of a second countable space X. If
¢; is an open cover of A, then ¢ is reducible to a countable cover.

Solution:
Let ‘B be a countable base for X. Since A C U{G:G€E€ G}, for every p€ A, 3G, € ¢ such
that p € G,. Since B is a base for X, for every p € 4,

dB,€ B such that peEB,CG,

Hence A C U{B,:p€A}. But {B,: p € A} C ‘B, so it is countable; hence
{B,: p€A} = ({B,:n€N}
where N is a countable index set. For each n € N choose one set G, € ¢ such that B, € G,. Then
A c U{B,:neEN} ¢ U{G,: nE€ N}

and so {G,:n € N} is a countable subcover of §.

Prove Theorem (Lindelof) 9.4: Let G be a base for a second countable space X. Then
G is reducible to a countable base for X.

Solution:
Since X is second countable, X has a countable base B = {B,:n € N}. Since ¢ is also a base

for X, for each n € N,

B, = U{G:GeEgG,) with G, C @G
So ¢, is an open cover of 7, and, by the preceding theorem, is reducible to a countable cover g:‘, Le.,
for each m €N, B, = U{G:Ge g';f} with gn C G and g: countable
But g = {G:GEgG, neN}

is a base for X since B is. Furthermore, G* C G and G* is countable,.
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SEPARABILITY

10. Let T be the cofinite topology on any set X. Show that (X, T) is separable, i.e. contains
a countable dense subset.

Solution:

If X is itself countable, then clearly X is a countable dense subset of (X, T). On the other hand,
suppose X is not countable. Then X contains a denumerable, i.e. non-finite countable, subset A.
Recall that the only T-closed sets are the finite sets and X; hence the closure of the non-finite set 4 is
the entire space X, i.e. A=2X. But A is countable; hence (X, T) is separable.

11. Show that a discrete space X is separable if and only if X is countable.

Solution:

Recall that every subset of a discrete space X is both open and closed. Hence the only dense
subset of X is X itself. Hence X contains a countable dense subset iff X is countable, i.e. X is separable
iff X is countable,

12. Prove Proposition 9.5: If X satisfies the second axiom of countability, then X is
separable.

Solution:

Since X satisfies [Cy], X has a countable base B = {B,:n €N}. For each n € N, choose a
point a, € B,. Then the set A = {a,: n € N} is also countable. We show that A = X or, equivalently,
that each point p € A¢, the complement of A, is an accumulation point of A.

Let G be an open set containing p. Then G contains at least one set B"o € B. Hence O € B"o c G.
Now U,y is different from p since p € A¢ but U € A. Accordingly, p is an accumulation point of A
since every ofpen‘:setgG containing p also contains a point of A different from p.

13. Let T be the topology on the plane R? generated by the half-open rectangles.
[a,b) X [e,d) = {z,p:a=x<b c=y<d)
Show that (R*-T) is separable.

Solution:

Now there are always rational numbers z, and ¥, such that « < 2y < b and ¢ <yy<d, so the
above open rectangle contains the point p = (%5 y,> with rational coordinates. Hence the set
A = QX @ consisting of all points in R? with rational coordinates is dense in R% But A is a
¢ountable set; thus (R2, T) is separable.

14. Show by a counterexample that a subspace of a separable space need not be separable,
i.e. separability is not a hereditary property.

Solution: R

Consider the separable topological-space (R2, T) of the pre- P
ceding problem. Recall (see Problem 25 of Chapter 6) that the
relative topology T, on the line Y = {(zx,y): x+y = 0} is the
discrete topology since each singleton subset {p} of Y is
T,open. But an uncountable discrete space is not separable.
Thus the separability of (R2,T) is not inherited by the sub-
space (Y, T,).

15. Let S(p, ¢) be an open sphere in a metric space X, and
let d(p,a) < ie. Show that if 4e <8 < e then

p € S(a,8) C S(p, ¢

Solution:
Now d(p,a) < 4e< 38, so p€S(a,8). Accordingly, we
need only show that S(a, 8) C S(p,e).
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16.

Let € S(e,8). Then d(a,x) < § and, by the Triangle Inequality,
d(p,x) = d(p,a) +dla,x) < fe+ 8 < Jet+ Ze = ¢
Hence =z € S(p,¢), or S(a, §) < S(p,e).

Prove Theorem 9.6: Let X be a separable metric space. Then X satisfies [C:], i.e.
X contains a countable base.

Solution:
Since X is separable, X contains a countable dense subset A. Let B be the class of all open
spheres with centers in A and with rational radii, i.e.,

B = S(a,d):0c€A, 3€Q}

Note that B is a countable set. We claim that B is a base for the topology on X, i.e. for every open
set G C X and every p€ G,
3 S(e, 8) €B such that p&€ S(e,8) G
Since p € G, 3 an open sphere S(p,e) with center p such that p € S(p,e¢) C G. Since A is dense
in X,
oA such that d(p, ag) < e

Let 8y be a rational number such that %e < 8, < %e. Then, by the preceding problem,
p € S(ag, 8g) € S(p,e) C G

But S(ay, 85) € B, and so B is a countable base for the topology on X.

Supplementary Problems

FIRST COUNTABLE SPACES

17,

18,

19,

20,

21,

Show that the property of being a first countable space is a topological property.

Let B, = {By, By, ...} be a nested local base at p € X. Show that any subsequence {Bil’BiZ’ coa}

of B, is also a nested local base at p.

Let T be the topology on the real line R generated by the closed-open intervals [g,b). Show that
(R, T) satisfies [C,] by exhibiting a countable local base at any point p € R.

Let T be the topology on the plane R? generated by the half-open rectangles
[a,b) X [e,d) = {@w,y):a=z<b, c=y<d}

Show that (R2, T) satisfies [C;] by exhibiting a countable local base at any point p &€ R2.
Let T and T* be topologies on X with T coarser than T%, ie. T C T*.

(i) Show that if (X, T*) can be first countable, but (X, T) not.
(ii) Show that (X, T) can be first countable, but (X, T¥) not.

SECOND COUNTABLE SPACES

22,

23.

24,

25.

Show that the property of being a second countable space is a topological property.
Show that if X has a countable subbase then X satisfies [C,].
Exhibit a countable base for Euclidean m-space.

Let ¢4 be any collection of disjoint open subsets of a second countable space X. Show that c4 is a
countable collection,
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26. Let A be an uncountable subset of a second countable space X. Show that A has at least one point
of accumulation.

27, Let T be the topology on the real line R generated by the closed-open intervals [a,b). Show that
(R, T) does not satisfy [Cs].

28. Show that ly-space (Hilbert Space) is second countable.

SEPARABLE SPACES
29, Show that the property of being a separable space is a topological property.

30. Show that Euclidean m-space is separable.
31. Show that l,-space (Hilbert Space) is separable,

32. Let T be the topology on the real line R generated by the closed-open intervals [a,bd). Show that
(R, T) is separable.

33. Let T and T* be topologies on X with T coarser than T%, ie. T C T*,
(i) Show that if (X,T™*) is separable, then (X,T) is also separable.
(i) Show by a counterexample that the converse of (i) is not true.

34. Let C[0,1] denote the class of continuous functions on [0,1] with norm

i = S e ds

Show that C[0,1] is separable and therefore second countable,

LINDELOF SPACES

35. Show that a continuous image of a Lindeldf space is also a Lindeléf space.

36. Let A be a closed subset of a Lindelof space X. Show that A, with the relative topology, is also a
Lindelof space.

37. Show that a discrete space X is Lindeldf if and only if X is a countable set.

38, Let T be the topology on the plane R2 generated by the half-open rectangles
[a, ) X [e,d) = {@m:a=w<b c=y<d
Recall (see Problem 14) that T induces the discrete topology on the line Y = {(x,y):«+y= 1}

Show that (R?, T) is not Lindeléf and thus (R2,T) is a separable first countable space which does not
satisfy the second axiom of countability.



Chapter 10

Separation Axioms

INTRODUCTION

Many properties of a topological space X depend upon the distribution of the open sets
in the space. Roughly speaking, a space is more likely to be separable, or first or second
countable, if there are ‘“few” open sets; on the other hand, an arbitrary function on X to
some topological space is more likely to be continuous, or a sequence to have a unique limit,
if the space has “many” open sets.

The separation axioms of Alexandroff and Hopf, discussed in this chapter, postulate
the existence of ‘“‘enough” open sets.

T,-SPACES

A topological space X is a Ti-space iff it satisfies the following axiom:

[T:] Given any pair of distinct points a,b € X, each belongs to an open set which does
not contain the other.

In other words, there exist open sets G and H such that
eeG b G and beH, a&€H

The open sets G and H are not necessarily disjoint.

Our next theorem gives a very simple characterization of T:-spaces.

Theorem 10.1: A topological space X is a T:-space if and only if every singleton subset
{p} of X is closed.

Since finite unions of closed sets are closed, the above theorem implies:
Corollary 10.2: (X,T) is a T)-space if and only if T contains the cofinite topology on X.

Example 1.1: Every metric space X is a T,-space, since we proved that finite subsets of X are
closed.

Example 1.2:  Consider the topology T = {X,®,{a}} on the set X = {a,b}. Observe that X is the
only open set containing b, but it also contains a. Hence (X, T) does not' satisfy
[T,], ie. (X,T) is not a T,-space. Note that the singleton set {a} is not closed
since its complement {a}¢ = {b} is not open.

Example 13: The cofinite topology on X is the coarsest topology on X for which (X, T) is a
T,-space (Corollary 10.2). Hence the cofinite topology is also called the T',-topology.

HAUSDORFF SPACES

A topological space X is a Hausdorff space or Ts-space iff it satisfies the following
axiom:

[T:] Each pair of distinct points a,b € X belong respectively to disjoint open sets.

139
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In other words, there exist open sets G and H such that

e€G beH and GNH =

Observe that a Hausdorff space is always a T.-space.

Example 2.1:

We show that every metric space X is Hausdorft.

Let a,b € X be distinct points; hence by [M,] d(a,b) = ¢> 0. Consider
the open spheres G = S(a, le) and H = S(b, le), centered at a and b respec-
tively. We claim that G and H are disjoint. For if p € G n H, then d(a,p) < ¢
and d(p, b) < Le¢; hence by the Triangle Inequality,

d(a,b) = dla,p) +d(p,b) < Lo+ 4e =

€

®ho

But this contradicts the fact that d(e,b) = e Hence G and H are disjoint, i.e.
o and b belong respectively to the disjoint open spheres G and H. Accordingly,
X is Hausdorff.

We formally state the result in the preceding example, namely:

Theorem 10.3: Every metric space is a Hausdorff space.

Example 2.2:

Let T be the cofinite topology, i.e. T;-topology, on the real line R. We show that
(R, T) is not Hausdorff. Let G and H be any non-empty T-open sets. Now
G and H are infinite since they are complements of finite sets. If GNH — @,
then G, an infinite set, would be contained in the finite complement of H; hence
G and H are not disjoint. Accordingly, no pair of distinct points in R belongs,
respectively, to disjoint T-open sets. Thus 7T ,-spaces need not be Hausdorff.

As noted previously, a sequence (ai,as, ...) of points in a topological space X could,
in general, converge to more than one point in X. This cannot happen if X is Hausdorft:

Theorem 10.4: If X is a Hausdorff space, then every convergent sequence in X has a
unique limit.

The converse of the above theorem is not true unless we add additional conditions.

Theorem 10.5: Let X be first countable. Then X is Hausdorff if and only if every con-
vergent sequence has a unique limit.

Remark: The notion of a sequence has been generalized to that of a net (Moore-Smith
sequence) and to that of a filter with the following results:

Theorem 10.4A: X is a Hausdorff space if and only if every convergent net in

X has a unique limit.

Theorem 10.4B: X is a Hausdorff space if and only if every convergent filter

in X has a unique limit.

The definitions of net and filter and the proofs of the above theorems lie
beyond the scope of this text.

REGULAR SPACES
A topological space X is regular iff it satisfies the following axiom:

[R] If Fis a closed subset of X and p € X does not belong to F, then there exist disjoint
open sets G and H such that F C G and p € H.

A regular space need not be a Ti-space, as seen by the next example.

Example 3.1:

Consider the topology T = {X, @, {a}, {b,c}} on the set X = {a,b,e¢}. Observe
that the closed subsets of X are also X, ¢, {¢} and {b,¢} and that (X,T) does
satisfy [R]. On the other hand, (X,T) is not a T,-space since there are finite sets,
e.g. {b}, which are not closed.
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A regular space X which also satisfies the separation axiom [T:], i.e. a regular
T,-space, is called a Ts-space.

Example 3.2: Let X be a T3-space, Then X is also a Hausdorff space, i.e. 2 Ts-space. For let
a,b € X be distinet peints. Since X is a T';-space, {¢} is a closed set; and since
a and b are distinct, b & {a}. Accordingly, by [R], there exist disjoint open sets
G and H such that {a} € G and b& H. Hence ¢ and b belong respectively to
disjoint open sets G and H.

NORMAL SPACES

A topological space X is normal iff X satisfies the following axiom:

[N] If F; and F'; are disjoint closed subsets of X, then there exist disjoint open sets
G and H such that F; C G and F., C H.

A normal space can also be characterized as follows:

Theorem 10.6: A topological space X is normal if and only if for every closed set F
and open set H containing F there exists an open set G such that
FCcGCGCH.

Example 41: Every metric space is normal by virtue of the Separation Theorem 8.8.

Example 4.2: Consider the topology T = {X, O, {a}, {b}, {a,b}} on the set X = {a,b,c}.
Observe that the closed sets are X, @, {b, ¢}, {a,c} and {¢}. If F; and F, are dis-
joint closed subsets of (X, T), then one of them, say F';, must be the empty set (.
Hence @ and X are disjoint open sets and F; C @ and F, C X. In other words,
(X,T) is a normal space. On the other hand, (X,T) is not a T -space since the
singleton set {a} is not closed. Furthermore, (X,T) is not a regular space since
a & {c}, and the only open superset of the closed set {¢} is X which also contains a.

A normal space X which also satisfies the separation axiom [T:], i.e. a normal T:-space,
is called a Ti-space.

Example 4.3: Let X be a Ty-space. Then X is also a regular T',-space, i.e. T;3-space. For sup-
pose F' is a closed subset of X and p € X does not belong to F. By [T,], {p} is
closed; and since F' and {p} are disjoint, by [N], there exist disjoint open sets
G and H such that Fc G and p € {p} C H.

Now a metric space is both a normal space and a Ti-space, i.e. a Ti-space. The follow-
ing diagram illustrates the relationship between the spaces discussed in this chapter.

Topological spaces

T,-spaces

T';-spaces (Hausdorff)

T;-spaces (regular T -spaces)

T,-spaces (normal T,-spaces)

Metric spaces
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URYSOHN’S LEMMA AND METRIZATION THEOREM

Next comes the classical result of Urysohn.

Theorem (Urysohn’s Lemma) 10.7: Let F; and F- be disjoint closed subsets of a normal
space X. Then there exists a continuous function
f:X—[0,1] such that

fIFy] = (0} and f[F.] = {1}

One important consequence of Urysohn’s Lemma gives a partial solution to the metri-
zation problem as discussed in Chapter 8. Namely,

Urysohn’s Metrization Theorem 10.8: Every second countable normal Ti-space is metriz-
able.

In fact, we will prove that every second countable normal T:-space is homeomorphic
to a subset of the Hilbert cube in R™.

FUNCTIONS THAT SEPARATE POINTS

Let ¢4 = {fi:i € 1) be a class of functions from a set X into a set Y. The class <4 of
functions is said to separate points iff for any pair of distinct points a,b € X there exists
a function f in 4 such that f(a) = 7(b).

Example 5.1: Consider the class of real-valued functions
ed = {fi(x) = sinw, fo(x) = sin 22, fa(x) = sin 3z, ...}
defined on R. Observe that for every function f, € c4, £,(0) = f,(z) = 0. Hence
the class ¢4 does not separate points.

Example 5.2: Let ((X,R) denote the class of all real-valued continuous functions on a topological
space X. We show that if ({X, R) separates points, then X is a Hausdorff space.
Let a,b € X Dbe distinet points. By hypothesis, there exists a continuous function
f: X > R such that f(a) # f(b). But R is a Hausdorff space; hence there exist
disjoint open subsets G and H of R containing f(a) and f(b) respectively. Accord-
ingly, the inverses f~![G] and f~![H] are disjoint, open and contain ¢ and b
respectively. In other words, X is a Hausdorff space.

We formally state the result in the preceding example.

Proposition 10.9: If the class ((X,R) of all real-valued continuous functions on a topo-
logical space X separates points, then X is a Hausdorff space.

COMPLETELY REGULAR SPACES
A topological space X is completely regular iff it satisfies the following axiom:
[CR] If F is a closed subset of X and p € X does not belong to F, then there exists a
continuous function f: X - [0,1] such that f(p) =0 and f[F] = {1}.
We show later that
Proposition 10.10: A completely regular space is also regular.

A completely regular space X which also satisfies [T:], i.e. a completely regular
T.-space, is called a Tychonoff space. By virtue of Urysohn’s Lemma, a Ts-space is a
Tychonoff space and, by Proposition 10.10, a Tychonoff space is a Tsspace. Hence a
Tychonoff space, i.e. a completely regular T.-space, is sometimes called a Tsa,-space.

One important property of Tychonoff spaces is the following:

Theorem 10.11: The class (X, R) of all real-valued continuous functions on a completely
regular T:-space X separates points.



CHAP. 10] SEPARATION AXIOMS 143

Solved Problems

T,-SPACES

1.

Prove Theorem 10.1: A topological space X is a T-space if and only if every singleton
subset of X is closed.
Solution:

Suppose X is a T,-space and p &€ X. We show that {p}¢ is open. Let z € {p}c. Then x = p,

and so by [T{] -
3 an open set G, such that *E G, but p€& G,

Hence xz€ G, C {p}°, and hence {p}c = U{G,: v € {p}<}. Accordingly {p}¢, a union of open sets,
is open and {p} is closed.

Conversely, suppose {p} is closed for every p&€ X. Let ¢ b€X with a+#b. Now
a7#b = b€ {a}°; hence {a}¢ is an open set containing b but not containing a. Similarly {b}¢ is an
open set containing ¢ but not containing b. Accordingly, X is a T,-space.

Show that the property of being a T.-space is hereditary, i.e. every subspace of a
T:-space is also a T.-space.
Solution:

Let (X, T) be a T,-space and let (Y, Ty) be a subspace of (X,T). We show that every singleton
subset {p} of Y is a Ty-closed set or, equivalently, that ¥ \ {p} is Ty-open. Since (X,T) is a
T,-space, X \ {p} is T-open. But

PEYCX = YnX\{p) = Y\ A{p

Hence by definition of subspace, ¥ \ {p} is a Ty-open set. Thus (Y, Ty) is also a T';-space.

Show that a finite subset of a T)-space X has no accumulation points.

Solution:

Suppose A C X has n elements, say 4 = {a,,...,a,}. Since A is finite it is closed and therefore
contains all of its accumulation points. But {a,, ...,a,} is also finite and hence closed. Accordingly,
the complement {ag, ...,a,}° of {as ...,a,} is open, contains @,, and contains no points of A
different from «,. Hence «; is not an accumulation point of A. Similarly, no other point of A is an
accumulation point of A and so A has no accumulation points.

Show that every finite T:-space X is a discrete space.

Solution:
Every subset of X is finite and therefore closed. Hence every subset of X is also open, ie. X is a

discrete space.

Prove: Let X be a T,-space. Then the following are equivalent:
() » € X is an accumulation point of A.
(ii) Every open set containing p contains an infinite number of points of A.

Solution:
By definition of an accumulation point of a set, (ii) = (i); hence we only need to prove that

(1) = (i).

Suppose G is an open set containing p and only containing a finite number of points of A
different from p; say
B = (G\ {p}) n A = {a’l) a2’ D] a’n}

Now B, a finite subset of a T',-space, is closed and so B¢ is open. Set H = G N Bce. Then H is open,
p € H and H contains no points of A different from p. Hence p is not an accumulation point of A

and so (i) = (ii).
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Let X be a Ti-space and let B, be a local base at p € X. Show that if ¢ € X is distinet
from p, then some member of B, does not contain ¢.

Solution:
Sinece p7* ¢ and X satisfies [T;], 3 an open set G C X containing p but not containing g. Now

B, s a local base at p, so G is a superset of some B € B, and B also does not contain g.

p

Let X be a Ti-space which satisfies the first axiom of countability. Show that if
p € X is an accumulation point of A C X, then there-exists a sequence of distinct
terms in A converging to p.

Solution:
Let B = {B,} be a nested local base at p. Set Bil = B;. Since p is a limit point of A, Bi1

contains a point a; € A different from p. By the preceding problem,

3 Biz EB such that a, & Biz

Similarly B, contains a point a, € A different from p and, since a; & Biz, different from a;. Again

by th ceding problem,
y the preceding p 3 B,€B suchthat a&B;

Furthermore, a € By, 0, € By, = By, DBy
Continuing in this manner we obtain a subsequence {Bfl’Biz’ ...} of B and a sequence
{ty, s, .,.) of distinet terms in A with o, €B;, as € B;, .... But {B;} is also a nested local
1) %2 1 2 n

base at p; hence (a,) converges to p.

HAUSDORFF SPACES

8.

Show that the property of being a Hausdorff space is hereditary, i.e. every subspace
of a Hausdorftf space is ‘also Hausdorff.

Solution:
Let (X,T) be a Hausdorff space and let (Y,T{) be a subspace of (X,T). Furthermore, let
a,b&Y Cc X with a+# b. By hypothesis, (X, T) is Hausdorff; hence

3GHET such that a€G, be€H and GnH =0

By definition of a subspace, ¥ N G and Y N H are T, -open-sets. Furthermore,
aeEG acY > a€YNG

beH, bEY > bEYNH
GAnH=0¢ = (Ya®)a(XnH =YaGrH =Yn0 =0

(as indicated in the diagram below). Accordingly (Y, T,) is also a Hausdorff space.

Let T be the topology on the real line R generated by the open-closed intervals (g, b].
Show that (R, T) is Hausdorft.

Solution:
Let a,b€R with a b, say a<b. Choose G=(¢—1,al and H = (a,b]. Then

GHET, a€G, bE€H and GnH =0
Hence (X, T) is Hausdorff.
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10.

11.

Prove Theorem 10.4: Let X be a Hausdorff space. Then every convergent sequence
in X has a unique limit.

Solution:
Suppose (@, as ...) converges to « and b, and suppose a7 b. Since X is Hausdorff, 3 open sets

G and H such that
a€ G, b€H and GnH =0

By hypothesis, (a¢,) converges to a; hence
InyEN such that n > n, implies a, € G

ie. G contains all except a finite number of the terms of the sequence. But G and H are disjoint;
hence H can only contain those terms of the sequence which do not belong to G and there are only a
finite number of these. Accordingly, («,) cannot converge to b. But this violates the hypothesis;
hence a = b.

Prove Theorem 10.5: Let X be a first countable space. Then the following are
equivalent: (i) X is Hausdorff. (ii) Every convergent sequence has a unique limit.

Solution:

By the preceding problem, (i) = (ii); hence we need only show that (ii) = (i). Suppose X is
not Hausdorff. Then 3 a,b&€ X, a b, with the property that every open set containing « has
a non-empty intersection with every open set containing b.

Now let {G,} and {H,} be nested local bases at « and b respectively. Then G, N H, #* ¢ for
every n& N, and so

3 (Cbl, Az, . . ) such that ay & Gl N le ag & Gz N Hz,

Accordingly, (a,) converges to both @ and b. In other words, (i) = (i).

NORMAL SPACES AND URYSOHN’S LEMMA

12.

13.

Prove Theorem 10.6: Let X be a topological space. Then the following conditions are
equivalent: (i) X is normal. (ii) If H is an open superset of a closed set F', then there

exists an open set G such that FCG C G C H.

Solution:
(i) = (i}). Let F ¢ H, with F closed and H open. Then Hc¢ is closed, and Fn H: = ¢. But

X is normal; heuce

3 open sets G, G* such that FcG, HHcG* and GNG* = @
But GNnGy =P => GCG* and HecG* => G*CcH
Furthermore, G*¢ is closed; hence F ¢ G c G ¢ G*< C H.
(if) = (i), Let F; and F, be disjoint closed sets. Then F, C F;, and F; is open. By (i),
3 an open set G such that F,cGcGcCF;
But GCcF, > F,cGe and GcG > GnG =9

Furthermore, G¢ is open. Thus F; C G and F, ¢ G¢ with G, G¢ disjoint open sets; hence X is normal.

Let B be a base for a normal Ti-space X. Show that for each Gi € B and any point
p € Gi, there exists a member G; € B such that p € G; C G..

Solution:
Since X is a T, -space, {p} is closed; hence G; is an open superset of the closed set {p}. By

Theorem 10.6,
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3 an open set G such that {p)cGcGcC G;

Since p € G, there is a member G; of the base B such that p€ G,cG;, so pEG
Gc G; hence pe€ GJ C G,

Let D be the set of dyadic fractions (fractions whose denominators are powers of 2) in
the unit interval [0, 1], i.e,
D = {%:%:E':%:%)%’%’T%"--’%’---}
Show that D is dense in [0, 1].
Solution:
To show that D = [0,1], it is sufficient to show that any open interval (e¢—§, &+ ) centered

at any point & € [0,1] contains a point of D. Observe that lim % = 0; hence there exists a
power ¢ = 2% such that 0 < 1/¢ < §. Consider the intervals e

il ) ) 2] 1]
iq, qiq: qaq 3 Tt q 3 q 2 q ’

[m m + l:l . .
—_, — contains a, ie.
q q

But —1—<8; hence
q m
a8 < -Efa,< o+ 8

In other words, the open interval («— 3, «+ 8) contains the point m/q which belongs to D. Thus
D is dense in [0,1].

Prove Theorem (Urysohn’s Lemma) 10.7: Let F; and F» be disjoint closed subsets of
a normal space X. Then there exists a continuous function f:X - [0,1] such that
f[F1] = {0} and f[F2] = {1}.

Solution:

By hypothesis, F; 0 Fs = (); hence F, C F;. In particular, since F', is a closed set, F'5 is an
open superset of the closed set F';,. By Theorem 10.4, there exists an open set G, such that

F, ¢ G ¢ Gy C F;

Observe that Gy, is an open superset of the closed set F', and F; is an open superset of the closed
set @1,2. Hence, by Theorem 10.4, there exist open sets G,,4 and Gg,4 such that

F, ¢ Gy ¢ Gy € Gy € Gy © Gy C 53/4 c Fy
We continue in this manner and obtain for each ¢ € D, where D is the set of dyadic fractions in
[0,1], an open set G, with the property that if ¢,#, €D and ¢ <t, then G, C Gtﬁ.
Define the function f on X as follows:

f@) {inf{t: c€G) if x@F,

1 if x€F,
Observe that, for every v € X, 0 = f(x) =1, ie. f maps X into [0,1]. Observe also that F;, C G,

for all t € D; hence f[F,] = {0}. Moreover, by definition, f[F,] = {1}. Consequently, the only thing
left for us to prove is that f is continuous.

Now f is continuous if the inverses of the sets [0,a) and (b,1] are open subsets of X (see
Problem 7, Chapter 7). We claim that

f=1{[o, o)}

F-1b,1]] = WU{G[{:t>b} (2)

i

U{Gt: t < a} (1

Then each is the union of open sets and is therefore open.
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16.

We first prove (1). Let « & f-1[[0,a)]. Then f(z)€ [0,a), i.e. 0= f(x) < a. Since D is dense
in [0,1], there exists ¢, € D such that f(x) < f, < a. In other words,

fley = inf{t:2€G} < t, < a
Accordingly x € G‘.r where ¢, <a. Hence € U{G;:t<a}. We have just shown that every
element in f~1[[0,a)| also belongs to WU{G,:t < a}, ie.,
e © UG t<a}

On the other hand, suppose y &€ U{G,:¢ < a}. Then 13 t,& D such that t, < e and y & th.

Therefore -
fyy = inf{t:yeG) = t, < a

Hence y also belongs to f~![[0,a)|. In other words,

UG : t<a} < [ 1{0,0)]
The above two results imply (1).

We now prove (2). Let we& f~1[(b,1|]. Then fx)e& (b,1], Le. b < f(w) =1. Since D is dense
in |0,1|, there exist t,f;& D such that b <t, <t,< f(x). In other words,

fltey = inf{t:oec G} > t
Hence « € G, . Observe that t; < t, implies étl C Gy,- Hence x does not belong to G% either. Accord-
ingly, = € G, where t, > b; hence = € U{G{:t > b). Consequently,

FHd, 1] < U{GY: t > b}

On the other hand, let y &€ U{G{: t >b}. Then there exists t, € D such that ¢, > b and
A= éi‘y; hence y does not belong to G,y. But t < t, implies G, C th cC éty; hence y € G, for every ¢t

less than t,. Consequently,
Y fly) = mf{t:yeG) =1t, > b

Hence y € f~1((b,1}). In other words,
U{G/: t>b} < [ 1[(b1]]

The above two results imply (2). Hence f is continuous and Urysohn’s Lemma is proven.

Prove Urysohn’s Metrization Theorem 10.8; Every second countable normal T:-space
X 1s metrizable. (In fact, X is homeomorphic to a subset of the Hilbert cube I of R™)

Solution;
If X is finite, then X is a discrete space and hence X is homeomorphic to any subset of H with an

equivalent number of points. If X is infinite, then X contains a denumerable base B = {G,,G;, G4, ...}
where none of the members of B is X itself.

By a previous problem, for each G; in B there exists some G; in B such that Gj C G; The class
of all such pairs (G;, G;), where G; C G;, is denumerable; hence we can denote them by P, P, ...
where P, = (G,-n, G[n). Observe that Gjn C Gin implies that an and an are disjoint closed subsets
of X. Hence by Urysohn’s Lemma there exists a function f,:X - {0,1] such that fn[G,-uE = {0}
and f,[G;] = {1}.

Now define a function f: X -1 as follows:
£ - <f1(9€) fa(@)  f3(@) >
x) - 2 ’ 22 P 23 s e

fl®)
on

=1
n

3

Observe that, for all n&€ N, 0 = f,(x) =1 implies hence f(x) is a point in the Hilbert

cube I. (Recall that T = {(a,) : 6, ER, R €N, 0 = a, = 1/n}, see Page 129.)

We now show that f is one-to-one. Let x and y be distinet points in X. Since X is a T,-space,
there exists a member G, of the base B such that x € G; but ¥ € G, By a previous problem, there
exists a pair P, = (G;,G) such that wEGjC G;. By definition, f,(x) =0 since x & C?,—, and
fuly) =1 since y € Gy, ie. ¥ € GS. Hence f(x)+# f(y) since they differ in the mth coordinate. Thus

f is one-to-one.
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We now prove that f is continuous. Let ¢ > 0. Observe that f is continuous at p € X if there
exists an open neighborhood G of p such that x € G implies ||f(x)— f(p)l| < e or, equivalently,
[f(x) — /()2 < €. Recall that

& |fa(x) — fn(p)]?
lIf(x) — f@)|2 = ngll__w_zz_n_lljl

Furthermore, since the values of f, lie in [0,1], (|f,{(2)— f,(p)|2)/22n = 1/22n. Note that 3, 1/2n
converges; hence there exists an n, = nyle), which is independent of x and p, such that

Q fale) = fulp)l? 2
x) — 2 = ol ‘»7 0 4 €
f(@) = f(p)]] 2 oo 5
Now each function f,: X - [0,1| is continuous; hence there exists an open neighborhood G, of p
such that « € G, implies 'f (x)—f.(p)2< e/2np. Let G = G, n--- N G”o' Since G is a finite

intersection of open neighborhoods of p, G is also an open neighborhood of p. Furthermore, if x € G
then

[If(x) — Hp)I[?
Hence f is continuous.

Now let Y denote the range of f, i.e. Y = f[X] CI. We want to prove that f~!:Y - X is also
continuous. Observe that continuity in Y is equivalent to sequential continuity; hence f~! is con-
tinuous at f(p) € ¥ if for every sequence (f(y,)) converging to f(p), the sequence (y,) converges to p.

22n _2—_ €

n=1

0 x) — 2
ful) ~ Fu)2 n0<€2>+€2 ;

Ty

Suppose f~! is not continuous, i.e. suppose (¥,) does not converge to p. Then there exists an open
neighborhood G of p such that G does not contain an infinite number of the terms of (y,). Hence we
can choose a subsequence (x,) of {y,) such that all the terms of (x,) lie outside of G. Since p € G,
there exists a member G; in the base B such that p € G; C G. Furthermore, by a previous problem,
there exists a pair P, = (G;, G,) such that p € Gj C G; C G. Observe that, for all n €N, x, € G;
hence x, € G{. Accordingly, f,(p) =0 and fu(x,) =1. Then |fu(2,)~ fu(p)|2 = 1 and

2 el — @B
1fwn) — fw)lr = 2 YD = o

In other words, for every # € N, || f(x,)— f(p)]|| > 1/2m. Therefore the sequence (f(x,)) does not
converge to f(p). But this contradicts the fact that every subsequence of (f(y,)) should also converge
to f(p). Hence f~1! is continuous. Hence f is a homeomorphism and X is homeomorphic to a subset
of the Hilbert cube. Accordingly, X is metrizable.

REGULAR AND COMPLETELY REGULAR SPACES

17.

18.

19.

Prove Proposition 10.10: A completely regular space X is also regular.

Solution:

Let F be a closed subset of X and suppose p € X does not belong to F. By hypothesis, X is
completely regular; hence there exists a continuous function f:X - [0,1] such that f(p} =0 and
fIF] = {1}. But R and its subspace [0,1] are Hausdorff spaces; hence there are disjoint open sets
G and H containing 0 and 1 respectively. Accordingly, their inverses f~! [G] and f~! [H] are disjoint,
open and contain p and F respectively. In other words, X is also regular.

Prove Theorem 10.11: The class ((X,R) of all real-valued continuous functions on a
completely regular T,-space X separates points.

Solution:

Let ¢ and b be distinct points in X. Since X is a T,-space, {b} is a closed set. Also, since ¢ and b
are distinct, @ & {b}. By hypothesis, X is completely regular; hence there exists a real-valued con-
tinuous function f on X such that f(a) =0 and f[{&}] == {1}. Accordingly, f(a) = f().

Let (Y,T,) be a subspace of (X,T) and let p€ Y and ACYCX. Show that if p
does not belong to the T -closure of A, then p € A, the T-closure of A.

Solution:
Now, by a property of subspaces (see Problem 89, Chapter 5),
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Ty-closure of A = Y n A

But p€ Y and p & Ty-closure of A; hence p & A. (Observe that, in particular, if F is a Ty-closed
subset of Y and p € F, then p &€ F))

20. Show that the property of being a regular space is hereditary, i.e. every subspace of a
regular space is regular.

Selution:

Let (X,T) be a regular space and let (Y,Ty) be a subspace of (X,T). Furthermore, let p& Y
and let F' be a Ty-closed subset of ¥ such that p € F. Now by Problem 19, p € F, the T-closure
of F. By hypothesis, (X, T) is regular; hence

3 GGHET suchthat FCG, p€EH and GnH =

But YA G and Y n H are Ty-open subsets of Y, and
FcY FcFcG > FcYngG

pEY, pEH > peEYNH
GAH =0 > (Y6 0 (YnH) = ¢

Accordingly, (Y.L Ty) is also regular.

Supplementary Problems

T,-SPACES
21. Show that the property of being a T';-space is topological.

22. Show, by a counterexample, that the image of a T,-space under a continuous map need not be T.
23. Let (X,T) be a T|-space and let T < T* Show that (X,T*) is also a T'-space.

24. Prove: X is a T|-space if and only if every p € X is the intersection of all open sets containing it,
ie. {p} = MN{G: G open, p € G}.

25, A topological space X is called a Ty-space if it satisfies the following axiom:

[To] For any pair of distinct points in X, there exists an open set containing one of the points
but not the other.

i Give an example of a Ty-space which is not a T -space.
0 1

(ii) Show that every T';-space is also a Tj-space.

26. Let X be a T';-space containing at least two points. Show that if B is a base for X then B\ {X} is
also a base for X.

HAUSDORFF SPACES
27. Show that the property of being a Hausdorff space is topologiecal,

28. Let (X, T) be a Hausdorff space and let T < T* Show that (X, T*) is also a Hausdorff space.

29. Show that if «,, ..., a, are distinct points in a Hausdorff space X, then there exists a disjoint class
{G4, ...,G,} of open subsets of X such that ¢, €G,, ..., ¢, € G,.

30. Prove: Let X be an infinite Hausdorff space. Then there exists an infinite disjoint class of open
subsets of X.
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Prove: Let f: X —>Y and g:X —->Y be continuous functions from a topological space X into a
Hausdorff space Y. Then A = {x: f(x) = g{x)} is a closed subset of X.

NORMAL SPACES

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Show that the property of being a normal space is topological.

Let T be the topology on the real line R generated by the closed-open intervals [a, b). Show that
(R, T) is a normal space.

Let T be the topology on the plane R2 generated by the half-open rectangles,
[a,) X [e,d) = {x,):ae=x<b, e¢=y<d}
Furthermore, let A consist of the points on the line ¥ = {(x,y): 2+ y =1} C R2 whose coordinates
are rational and let B = Y \ _A.
(1) Show that A and B are closed subsets of (R2, T).

(if) Show that there exist no disjoint T-open subsets G and H of R2 such that A C G and B C H;
and so (R2,T) is not normal.

Let A be a closed subset of a normal T,-space. Show that A with the relative topology is also a
normal T4-space.

Let X be an ordered set and let T be the order topology on X, i.e. T is generated by the subsets of X
of the form {x:x <a} and {x:x > a}. Show that (X,T) is a normal space.

Prove: Let X be a normal space. Then X is regular if and only if X is completely regular.

URYSOHN’S LEMMA

38.

39.

40.

41.

Prove: If for every two disjoint closed subsets F; and F', of a topological space X, there exists a
continuous function f:X — [0,1] such that /[#] = {0} and f{F,] = {1}, then X is a normal space.
(Note that this is the converse of Urysohn’s Lemma.)

Prove the following generalization of Urysohn’s Lemma: Let F';, and F, be disjoint closed subsets of
a normal space X. Then there exists a continuous function f:X - [e,b] such that f[F,| = {«} and

fIFy) = {b}.

Prove the Tietze Extension Theorem: Let F be a closed subset of a normal space X and let
f:F > {a,b] be a real continuous function. Then f has a continuous extension f*: X - [a,b].

Prove Urysohn’s Lemma using the Tietze Extension Theorem.

REGULAR AND COMPLETELY REGULAR SPACES

42.

43.

44.

45.

Show that the property of being a regular space is topological.
Show that the property of being completely regular is topological.

Show that the property of being a completely regular space is hereditary, that is, every subspace of
a completely regular space is also completely regular.

Prove: Let X be a regular Lindeléf space. Then X is normal.

Answers to Supplementary Problems

(i) Let X = {¢,b} and T = {X, {a}, @}.



Chapter 11

Compactness

COVERS

Let o4 = {G;} be a class of subsets of X such that A C U;G; for some A C X. Recall
that o4 is then called a cover of A, and an open cover if each G, is open. Furthermore, if
a finite subclass of o4 is also a cover of A, ie. if

BGil,...,GiMEM such that ACGilU“'UGim
then o4 is said to be reducible to a finite cover, or contains a finite subcover.

Example 11: Consider the class o4 = {D,: p€EZ XZ},
where D, is the open disc in the plane R2
with radius 1 and center p = (m,n), m and
n integers. Then <4 is a cover of R?, i.e.
every point in R? belongs to at least one
member of ¢4. On the other hand, the class
of open discs B = {D;: p € ZX1Z}, where
D, has center p and radius -%—, is not a cover
of R2. For example, the point (%,%)E R2
does not belong to any member of B, as
shown in the figure. B is displayed

Example 1.2: Consider the classical

Heine-Borel Theorem: Let A = [a,b] be a closed and bounded interval
and let {G;} be a class of open sets such that A C U;G;. Then one
can select a finite number of the open sets, say G;,...,G; , so that

1 m
A C Gilu RNV Gim.

By virtue of the above terminology, the Heine-Borel Theorem can be restated as
follows:

Heine-Borel Theorem: Every open cover of a closed and bounded interval
A = la,b] is reducible to a finite cover.

COMPACT SETS

The-concept of compactness is no doubt motivated by the property of a closed and
bounded interval as stated in the classical Heine-Borel Theorem. Namely,

A subset A of a topological space X is compact if every open cover of A is
reducible to a finite cover.

In other words, if A is compact and A C U;Gi, where the G; are open sets, then one
can select a finite number of the open sets, say Gi,...,Gi,, sothat A C G, U - - UG,

Example 21: By the Heine-Borel Theorem, every closed and bounded interval [a,b] on the real
line R is compact.

lm H

Example 2.2: Let A be any finite subset of a topological space X, say A = {a¢(,...,a,}. Then
A is necessarily compact. For if ¢ ={G;} is an open cover of A, then each point
in A belongs to one of the members of G, say ¢, € Gf[, ey U € Gim‘ Accord-

ingly, A C G,-l U Giz U u Gim‘

151
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Since a set A is compact iff every open cover of A contains a finite subcover, we only
have to exhibit one open cover of A with no finite subcover to prove that A is not compact.

Example 2.3: The open interval A = (0,1) on the real line R with the usual topology is not
compact. Consider, for example, the class of open intervals

g = G0 &HH,GEH GDH -2
Observe that 4 = u?_; G,, where G, = 1 ,l ; hence ¢ is an open cover
n nt+2’'n
of A.
G
LI} 0—60 Gs
b -
e :0&50 O;O
e T I
i1l |G4|' | | Gl
SO O . ?
R i |
T TTT T T T T T
0 %/;‘ PR 3 1
7
But ¢ contains no finite subcover. TFor let
(1‘* = {(a']y b])y (a'Z! b?); ey, ((I/m, bm)}
be any finite subclass of g, If ¢ = min(aq, ...,a,) then e>0 and
(@, b)) U -+ U (an, by) C (¢ 1)
But (0,¢] and (¢, 1) are disjoint; hence G* is not a cover of A, and so A is not
compact.
Example 2.4: We show that a continuous image of a compact set is also compact, i.e. if the func-

tion f:X —Y is continuous and A is a compact subset of X, then its image f[4]
is a compact subset of ¥. For suppose ¢ = {G} 1is an open cover of f[A], i.e.
flA] C U;G;. Then

A c f[fIA]] c fUUG] = Ui flIGy
Hence 4 = {f !'[G|} is a cover of A. Now f is continuous and each G, is an

open set, so each f~![G;] is also open. In other words, ¢{ is an open cover of A.
But A is compact, so  § is reducible to a finite cover, say

AcrirGlu-ufta ]
Accordingly,
flAl ¢ ffHG v ufTHG T © G Ut UG,
Thus f[A] is compact.

m

We formally state the result in Example 2.4:
Theorem 11.1: Continuous images of compact sets are compact.

Compactness is an absolute property of a set. Namely,

Theorem 11.2: Let A be a subset of a topological space (X, T). Then A is compact with
respect to T if and only if A is compact with respect to the relative
topology Ta on A.

Accordingly, we can frequently limit our investigation of compactness to those topo-
logical spaces which are themselves compact, i.e. to compact spaces.

SUBSETS OF COMPACT SPACES

A subset of a compact space need not be compact. For example, the closed unit interval
[0, 1] is compact by the Heine-Borel Theorem, but the open interval (0,1) is a subset of [0, 1]
which, by Example 2.3 above, is not compact. We do, however, have the following

Theorem 11.83: Let F be a closed subset of a compact space X. Then F is also compact.
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Proof: Let ¢ = {G;} be an open cover of F, i.e. F C U;G;. Then X = (U;G)) U F¢,
that is, ¢* = {G;} U (F} is a cover of X. But F* is open since F' is closed, so G* is an
open cover of X. By hypothesis, X is compact; hence G* is reducible to a finite cover
of X, say

X = GiU-"UGimUFC, G;ke(j

1
But F and F* are disjoint; hence

FCG,U- - G, € ¢

m?

Gi

U
We have just shown that any open cover G = {G;} of F contains a finite subcover, i.e.

F is compact.

FINITE INTERSECTION PROPERTY

A class {A;} of sets is said to have the finite intersection property if every finite sub-

class {A;,...,A; )} has a non-empty intersection, ie. A, N --- NA;, +* O.
Example 3.1:  Consider the following class of open intervals:
A4 = {(0,1),(0,3),(0,%),(0,1), ...}

Now c4 has the finite intersection property, for

(0: al) n (0) '12) n--n (O,le) = (01 b)
where b = min(a,, ..., ay) > 0. Observe that oA itself has an empty intersection.
Example 3.2: Consider the following class of closed infinite intervals:
B = {’ (—w,—2], (—oo, _1}9 (_°°7 O}J (—oo’ 1}7 (—00,2}, }

Note that ‘B has an empty intersection, i.e. M{B,: vEZ} = @ where B, =(—=, nl.
But any finite subclass of B has a non-empty intersection, In other words, B satis-
fies the finite intersection property.

With the above terminology, we can now state the notion of compactness in terms of
the closed subsets of a topological space.

Theorem 11.4: A topological space X is compact if and only if every class {F;} of closed
subsets of X which satisfies the finite intersection property has, itself, a
non-empty intersection.

COMPACTNESS AND HAUSDORFF SPACES

Here we relate the concept of compactness to the separation property of Hausdorff
spaces.

Theorem 11.5: Every compact subset of a Hausdorff space is closed.

The above theorem is not true in general, for example, finite sets are always compact
and yet there exist topological spaces whose finite subsets are not all closed.

Theorem 11.6: Let A and B be disjoint compact subsets of a Hausdorff space X. Then
there exist disjoint open sets G and H such that A € G and B C H.

In particular, suppose X is both Hausdorff and compact and F, and F. are disjoint
closed subsets of X. By Theorem 11.3, F'; and F» are compact and, by Theorem 11.6,
F, and F. are subsets, respectively, of disjoint open sets. In other words,

Corollary 11.7: Every compact Hausdorff space is normal.
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Thus metric spaces and compact Hausdorff spaces are both contained in the class of
Ts-spaces, ie. normal T-spaces.

compact
Hausdorff
spaces

metric
spaces

T,-spaces (normal T,-spaces)

The following theorem plays a very important role in geometry.

Theorem 11.8: Let f be a one-one continuous function from a compact space X into a
Hausdorff space Y. Then X and f[X]| are homeomorphic.

The next example shows that the above theorem is not true in general.

Example 41: Let f be the function from the half-open interval X = [0,1) into the plane R2
defined by f(t) = (cos 27t, sin 27t). Observe that f maps X onto the unit circle and
that f is one-one and continuous.

f

But the half-open interval [0,1) is not homeomorphic to the circle. For
example, if we delete the point t = 4 from X, X will not be connected; but if we
delete any point from a circle, the circle is still connected. The reason that
Theorem 11.8 does not apply in this case is that X is not compact.

Example 4.2: Let f be a one-one continuous function from the closed unit interval I = [0,1] into
Euclidean n-space R*. Observe that I is compact by the Heine-Borel Theorem and
that R" is a metric space and therefore Hausdorff. By virtue of Theorem 11.8,
I and f[I} are homeomorphic.

SEQUENTIALLY COMPACT SETS

A subset A of a topological space X is sequentially compact iff every sequence in A
contains a subsequence which converges to a point in A.

Example 5.1: Let A be a finite subset of a topological space X. Then 4 is necessarily sequen-
tially compact. For if (s,,85 ...) is a sequence in A, then at least one of the
elements in A, say a,, must appear an infinite number of times in the sequence.
Hence (ay, 0, @, -..) is a subsequence of (s,), it converges, and furthermore it
converges to the point a, belonging to A.

Example 5.2: The open interval A = (0,1) on the real line R with the usual topology is not
sequentially compact. Consider, for example, the sequence <(s,) = <11,-,%-,%,...)
in A. Observe that (s,) converges to 0 and therefore every subsequence also con-
verges to 0. But 0 does not belong to A. In other words, the sequence (s,) in 4
does not contain a subsequence which converges to a point in A, i.e. A is not
sequentially compact.

In general, there exist compact sets which are not sequentially compact and vice versa,
although in metric spaces, as we show later, they are equivalent.

Remark: Historically, the term bicompact was used to denote a compact set, and the
term compact was used to denote a sequentially compact set.
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COUNTABLY COMPACT SETS

A subset A of a topological space X is countably compact iff every infinite subset B
of A has an accumulation point in A. This definition is no doubt motivated by the
classical

Bolzano-Weierstrass Theorem: Every bounded infinite set of real numbers has an ac-
cumulation point.

Example 6.1: Every bounded closed interval A = [a,b] is countably compact. For if B is an
infinite subset of A, then B is also bounded and, by the Bolzano-Weierstrass
Theorem, B has an accumulation point p. Furthermore, since A is closed, the
accumulation point p of B belongs to A, i.e. A is countably compact.

Example 6.2: The open interval A = (0,1) is not countably compact. For consider the-infinite
subset B ={}4,1,...} of A =(0,1). Observe that B has exactly one
limit point which is 0 and that 0 does not belong to A. Hence A is not countably
compact.

The general relationship between compact, sequentially compact and countably compact
sets is given in the following diagram and theorem.

compact — countably compact <«— sequentially compact

Theorem 11.9: Let A be a subset of a topological space X. If A is compact or sequentially
compact, then A is also countably compact.

The next example shows that neither arrow in the above diagram can be reversed.

Example 6.3: Let T be the topology on N, the set of positive integers, generated by the following
sets:
{1’ 2}’ {3, 4}’ {5! 6}! e

Let A be a non-empty subset of N, say no &€ A. If n; is odd, then n3+1 is a
limit point of A; and if ny is even, then 7y —1 is a limit point of A. In either
case, A has an accumulation point. Accordingly, (N,T) is countably compact.

On the other hand, (N, T) is not compact since
A = {{1,2}, {3,4}, {5,6}, ...}

is an open cover of N with no finite subcover. Furthermore, (N, T) is not sequen-
tially compact, since the sequence (1,2, 3, ...) contains no convergent subsequence.

LOCALLY COMPACT SPACES
A topological space X is locally compact iff every point in X has a compact neighborhood.

Example 7.1: Consider the real line R with the usual topology. Observe that each point p € R
is interior to a closed interval, e.g. [p —~§, p + 8|, and that the closed interval is
compact by the Heine-Borel Theorem. Hence R is a locally compact space. On the
other hand, R is not a compact space; for example, the class

M = {. . ey (—3, '_1), (_2, O); (—l) l), (0) 2); (17 3)) L '}

is an open cover of R but contains no finite subcover.

Thus we see, by the above example, that a locally compact space need not be compact.
On the other hand, since a topological space is always a neighborhood of each of its points,
the converse is true. That is,

Proposition 11.10: Every compact space is locally compact.
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COMPACTIFICATION

A topological space X is said to be embedded in a topological space Y if X is homeo-
morphic to a subspace of Y. Furthermore, if Y is a compact space, then Y is called a
compactification of X. Frequently, the compactification of a space X is accomplished by
adjoining one or more points to X and then defining an appropriate topology on the
enlarged set so that the enlarged space is compact and contains X as a subspace.

Example 81: Consider the real line R with the usual topology U. We adjoin two new points,
denoted by « and —«, to R and call the enlarged set R* = RU {-—w,«} the
extended real line. The order relation in R can be extended to R* by defining
—w < g < o for any o € R. The class of subsets of R* of the form

(@,b) = {x:a<x<b}, (¢,2] = {x:ae<x and [~=,0) = {x:2x<a}

is a base for a topology U* on R*. Furthermore, (R* 1{*) is a compact space and
contains (R, ) as a subspace, and so it is a compactification of (R, U).

Recall that the real line R with the usual topology is homeomorphic to any open
interval (a,b) of real numbers. The above space (R*, U*) can, in fact, be showir to be
homeomorphic to any closed interval [a,d] which is compact by the classical Heine-Borel
Theorem.

Example 8.2: Let C denote the (x,y)-plane in Eu-
clidian 3-space R3, and let S denote
the sphere with center (0,0,1) on
the z-axis and radius 1. The line
passing through the “north pole”
© =1(0,0,2y€S and any point pEC
intersects the sphere S in exactly
one point p’ distinct from o, as
shown in the figure.

Let f:C—S Dbe defined by
f(p) =p’. Then f is, in fact, a
homeomorphism from the plane C,
which is not compact, onto the sub-
set S\ {=»} of the sphere S, and S
is compact, Hence S is a compacti-
fication of C.

Now let (X, T) be any topological space. We shall define the Alexandrov or one-point
compactification of (X, T) which we denote by (X.,T,). Here:

(1) X, = XU {=}, where «, called the point at infinity, is distinct from every
other point in X.

(2) T, consists of the following sets:
(i) each member of the topology T on X,
(ii) the complement in X, of any closed and compact subset of X.

We formally state:

Proposition 11.11: The above class T, is a topology on X, and (X, T.,) is a compactifica-
tion of (X, T). ‘

In general, the space (X., T.) may not possess properties similar to those of the original
space. There does exist one important relationship between the two spaces; namely,
Theorem 11.12: If (X, T) is a locally compact Hausdorff space, then (X, T,) is a compact

Hausdorft space.

Using Urysohn’s lemma we obtain an important result used in measure and integration
theory: ’

Corollary 11.13: Let £ be a compact subset of a locally compact HausdorfT space X, and
let £ be a subset of an open set G+ X. Then there exists a continuous
function f: X - [0,1] such that f[E] = {0} and f[G°] = {1).
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COMPACTNESS IN METRIC SPACES

Compactness in metric spaces can be summarized by the following
Theorem 11.14: Let A be a subset of a metric space X. Then the following statements
are equivalent: (i) A is compact, (ii) A is countably compact, and
(iii) A is sequentially compact.
Historically, metric spaces were .investigated before topological spaces; hence the above
theorem gives the main reason that the terms compact and sequentially compact are some-
times used synonymously.

The proof of the above theorem requires the introduction of two auxiliary metric
concepts which are interesting in their own right: that of a totally bounded set and that
of a Lebesgue number for a cover.

TOTALLY BOUNDED SETS

Let A be a subset of a metric space X and let e > 0. A finite set of points N =
{e, e ...,em) is called an enet for A if for every point p € A there exists an e, €N
with d(p, e;) <.

Example 9.1: Let A = {(x,¥): 2«2+ y2 < 4}, i.e. A is the open disc centered at the origin and
of radius 2. If ¢ = 3/2, then the set

N = {(1’ —1)’ (1’0)’ (1; 1>’ (O,_l)’ (O; 0)3 (09 1)’ <_11 _1)1 (_1’0)1 (_1’ 1)}

is an e-net for A. On the other hand, if ¢ = %, then N is not an enet for A.
For example, p = (,1) belongs to A but the distance between p and any point
in N is greater than §.

A is shaded

N is displayed

Recall that the diameter of A, d(A), is defined by d(A) = sup {d(a,a’): a,a’ € A} and
that A is bounded if d(A4) < .

A subset A of a metric space X is totally bounded if A possesses an enet for
every > 0.

A totally bounded set can also be described as follows:

Proposition 11.15: A set A is totally bounded if and only if for every ¢ > 0 there exists a
decomposition of A into a finite number of sets, each with diameter
less than e

We first show that a bounded set need not be totally bounded.

Example 9.2: Let A be the subset of Hilbert Space, i.e. of ly;-space, consisting of the following
points:
e, = (1,0,0, ...)

e = (0,1,0, ...)
e = (0,0,1,...)
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Observe that d(e,e;) = \/5 if i# j. Hence A is bounded; in fact,
d(A) = sup{d(e,e): e, €A} — V2

On the other hand, A is not totally bounded. For if ¢= }, the only non-empty
subsets of A with diameter less than ¢ are the singleton sets, i.e. sets with one
point. Accordingly, the infinite set A cannot be decomposed into a finite number
of disjoint subsets each with diameter less than 3

The converse of the previous statement is true. Namely,

Proposition 11.16: Totally bounded sets are bounded.

One relationship between compactness and total boundedness is as follows:

Lemma 11.17: Sequentially compact sets are totally bounded.

LEBESGUE NUMBERS FOR COVERS

Let ¢4 = {G:} be a cover for a subset A of a metric space X. A real number § >0

is called a Lebesgue number for the cover if for each subset of A with diameter less than §
there is a member of the cover which contains A.

One relationship between compactness and Lebesgue number for a cover is as follows:

Lemma (Lebesgue) 11.18: Every open cover of a sequentially compact subset of a metric

space has a (positive) Lebesgue number.

Solved Problems

COMPACT SPACES

1.

Let T be the cofinite topology on any set X. Show that (X, T) is a compact space.

Solution:
Let ¢ = {G;} be an open cover of X. Choose Gy€ ¢. Since T is the cofinite topology, G, is a
finite set, say Gy = {a,, ..., @,}. Since G is a cover of X,

foreach o, €Gy; 3 G; €G suchthat o € G

Hence G} C Gﬁ U-- UG, and X =G UGy = Gyu G‘i U-+ UG, . Thus X is compact.

Show that any infinite subset A of a discrete topological space X is not compact.

Solution:

Recall that A is not compact if we can exhibit an open cover of A with no finite subcover.
Consider the class o4 = {{a}: ¢« € A} of singleton subsets of A. Observe that: (i) ¢4 is a cover of 4;
in fact A = U{{a}:a € A}. (ii) <4 is an open cover of A since all subsets of a discrete space are
open. (iii) No proper subclass of o4 is a cover of A. (iv) ¢4 is infinite since A is infinite. Accordingly,
the open cover ¢4 of A contains no finite subcover, so A is not compact.

Since finite sets are always compact, we have also proven that a subset of a discrete space is
compact if and only if it is finite.
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3.

Prove Theorem 11.2: Let A be a subset of a topological space (X,T). Then the
following are equivalent:

(i) A is compact with respect to T.
(ii) A is compact with respect to the relative topology T L on A,

Solution:
(i) > (if): Let {G;} be a T -open cover of A. By definition of the relative topology,

3 H;eT suchthat G; = AnH;,cCH;

Hence A c U;G; C U;H;

and therefore {H;} is a T-open cover of A. By (i), A is T-compact, so {H;} contains a finite sub-

cover, say
A CH,u--UH, H; € {H;}

lm'
But then
A C An(HiIu---uHim) = (AnHil)u ---U(AﬂHim) = Gle s U Gy

m

Thus {G;} contains a finite subcover {Gil’ cy G,-m} and (A, T,) is compact.

(i) = (i): Let {H;} be a T-open cover of A. Set G; = A n H;; then
ACUH => A cCcAn(UH) = V(AnH) = U,;G
But G;€ T,, so {G;} is a T 4-open cover of A. By hypothesis, A is T 4-compact; thus {G;} contains
a finite subcover {Gil’ Ce Gim}. Accordingly,
A C Gilu UGim = (AnHiI)u u(AnHim) = An(Hilu-v-uHim) c Hi1 U UH;

Thus {H,} is reducible to a finite cover {H,-I, ..., H;_ } and therefore A is compact with respect to 7.

Let (Y, T*) be a subspace of (X,T) and let A CYC X. Show that A is T-compact
if and only if A is T*-compact.

Solution:
Let T4 and ‘Tj be the relative topologies on A. Then, by the preceding problem, A is 7- or
T*-compact if and only if A is T,- or T 3-compact; but T, = Tj.

Prove that the following statements are equivalent:

(i) X is compact.

(ii) For every class {Fi} of closed subsets of X, N;Fi=( implies {Fi} contains a
finite subclass {Fi,...,Fi,} with F;, 0 - - NF;, = Q.

Solution:
(i) = (ii): Suppose N;F; = (. Then, by DeMorgan’s Law,

X = ¢ = (n;F)e = U, F;
so {F} is an open cover of X, since each F; is closed. But by hypothesis, X is compact; hence
3 Ficl, .. .,Ffm € {F{} suchthat X = Ffl U U Ficm
Thus by DeMorgan’s Law,
O = Xc = (Ft?lu S UR e = Fiin - 0F{ = F; 0 nF;
and we have shown that (i) = (ii).
(i1) = (i): Let {G;} be an open cover of X, i.e, X = U;G;, By DeMorgan’s Law,

O = Xo = (U;G)F = NG
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Since each G; is open, {G{} is a class of closed sets and, by above, has an empty intersection. Hence
by hypothesis,
1 G;,...,G{ € {G}} such that Gn-nG =9
1 m 1 m

Thus by DeMorgan’s Law,
X = ¢° = (Gfln NG = GU s UGE = Gy Ut UG

‘m

Accordingly, X is compact and so (i) = ().

6. Prove Theorem 11.4: A topological space X is compact if and only if every class {F';}
of closed subsets of X which satisfies the finite intersection property has, itself, a
non-empty intersection.

Solution:
Utilizing the preceding problem, it suffices to show that the following statements are equivalent,

where {F} is any class of closed subsets of X:
(i) Foo-nF, #0 Vi, .. .,i, > 0F#0

(i) M= 0 > Biy..,i, st FyncnF, =9

But these statements are contrapositives.

COMPACTNESS AND HAUSDORFF SPACES
7. Prove: Let A be a compact subset of a Hausdorff space X and suppose p € X\ 4.

Then 3 open sets G,H such that p€G, ACH, GNH =@

Solution:
Let a€A. Since p& A, p+# a. By hypothesis, X is Hausdorff; hence

3 open sets Gy, H, such that PEG,, a€H, GonH, =0
Hence A c U{H,:a€ A}, ie. {H,:a€ A} is an open cover of A. But A is compact, so
3 H,,..,H, €{H;} suchthat A4 c H, v--UH,

Now let H = Ha1 U---u H“m and G = Ga] n--- nGam. H and G are open since they are
respectively the union and finite intersection of open sets. Furthermore, A ¢ H and p € G since
p belongs to each G“i individually.

Lastly we claim that G N H = (. Note first that Gai sl H“i = (® implies that G N H“a = Q.
Thus, by the distributive law,

GnH = Gn(Halu~~uHam) = (GnHaI)u~~U(GnHam) = QU UP = O

Thus the proof is complete.

8. Let A be a compact subset of a Hausdorff space X. Show that if p & A, then there
is an open set G such that p € G C Ac-.

Solution:
By Problem 7 there exist open sets G and H such that p€ G, AcH and GNn H = @.

Hence GNA = @, and p€ G C A°.

9. Prove Theorem 11.5: Let A be a compact subset of a Hausdorff space X. Then A4 is
closed.

Solution:
We prove, equivalently, that A¢ is open. Let p € A¢, i.e. p € A. Then by Problem 8 there exists
an open set G, such that p€ G, C Ac. Hence Ac = U{G,: p € A°}.

Thus A¢ is open as it is the union of open sets, or, A is closed.
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10. Prove Theorem 11.6: Let A and B be disjoint compact subsets of a Hausdorff space X.
Then there exist disjoint open sets G and H such that A C G and B C H.

Solution:

Let € A. Then a € B, for A and B are disjoint. By hypothesis, B is compact; hence by
Problem 1 there exist open sets G, and H, such that

¢e€G, BcH, and G,nH, =0

Since ¢ < G,, {G,:a € A} is an open cover of A. Since A is compact, we can select a finite number
of the open sets, say Gal, .. .,Gam, so that A C Ga1 U= U Gam. Furthermore, B C Ha1 ne--nN Ham
since B is a subset of each individually.

Now let G = Ga1 Uy G“m and H = HaI Nn-<-nN H“m' Observe, by the above, that A C G
and B C H. In addition, G and H are open as they are the union and finite intersection respectively
of open sets. The theorem is proven if we show that G and H are disjoint. First observe that, for
each 17, Gai N Hai = (@ implies Ga'_ N H = (. Hence, by the distributive law,

GNH = (Gy,U--UGy )NnH = (GgnH)u---U(G, nH) = @uU-—-Up = P

Thus the theorem is proven.

11. Prove Theorem 11.8: Let f be a one-one continuous function from a compact space X
into a Hausdorff space Y. Then X and f[X] are homeomorphic.

Solution:

Now f:X - f[X] is onto and, by hypothesis, one-one and continuous, so f~!: f[X] > X exists.
We must show that f~! is continuous. Recall that f—! {s continuous if, for every closed subset F
of X, (f"1)-1[F] = f[F] is a closed subset of f[X]. By Theorem 11.3, the closed subset F of the
compact space X is also compact. Since f is continuous, f[Fl is a compact subset of f[X]. But the
subspace f[X]| of the Hausdorff space Y is also Hausdorff; hence by Theorem 11.5, f[F| is closed.
Accordingly, f—! is continuous, so f: X - f[X] is a homeomorphism, and X and f{X] are homeomorphic.

12. Let (X, T) be compact and let (X, T*) be Hausdorff. Show that if T* C T, then T*=1T.

Solution:

Consider the function f:(X,T) > (X,T*) defined by f(x) =, i.e. the identity function on X.
Now f is one-one and onto. Furthermore, f is continuous since T7* C 7. Thus by the preceding
problem, f is a homeomorphism and therefore T%¥ = T.

SEQUENTIALLY AND COUNTABLY COMPACT SETS

13. Show that a continuous image of a sequentially compact set is sequentially compact.

Solution:

Let f: X~ Y be a continuous function and let A be a sequentially compact subset of X. We
want to show that f[A] is a sequentially compact subset of Y. Let (b;,bs, ...) be a sequence in
f{A]. Then

3 a4, ... €A such that f(a,) =b,, YVREN
But A is sequentially compact, so the sequence (aj, @y, ...) contains a subsequence (ail, Q- ..} which
converges to a point ¢y € A. Now f is continuous and hence sequentially continuous, so

(e, flay), ) = (b,by, ...) convergesto flay) € f[A]

Thus f[A] is sequentially compact.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

Let T be the topology on X which consists of () and the complements of countable sub-
sets of X. Show that every infinite subset of X is not sequentially compact.

Solution:
Recall (Example 7.3, Page 71) that a sequence in (X, T) converges iff it is of the form

<a1: Aoy o vy anox P, P, Dy ~~~)

that is, is constant from some term on. Hence if A is an infinite subset of X, there exists a sequence
(b,) in A with distinet terms. Thus (b,) does not contain any convergent subsequence, and A is not
sequentially compact.

Show that: (i) a continuous image of a countably compact set need not be count-
ably compact; (ii) a closed subset of a countably compact space is countably
compact.

Solution:

(i) Let X = (N,T) where T is the topology on the positive integers N generated by the sets
{1,2}, {3,4}, {5,6},.... By Example 6.3, X is countably compact. Let Y = (N, /) where
is the discrete topology on N. Now Y is not countably compact. On the other hand, the function
~f + X » Y which maps 2n and 2n — 1 onto n for n € N is continuous and maps the countably com-
pact set X onto the non-countably compact set Y.

(i) Suppose X is countably compact and suppose F' is a closed subset of X. Let A be an infinite subset
of F. Since FFC X, A is also an infinite subset of X. By hypothesis, X is countably compact; then
A has an accumulation point pE€ X. Since A CF, pis also an accumulation point of F. But F' is
closed and so containg its accumulation points; hence p € F. We have shown that any infinite
subset A of F has an accumulation point p € F, that is, that F' is countably compact.

Prove: Let X be compact. Then X is also countably compact.

Solution:
Let A be a subset of X with no accumulation points in X. Then each point p € X belongs to an
open set G, which contains at most one point of A. Observe that the class {G,:p € X} is an open

cover of the compact set X and, hence, contains a finite subcover, say {Gﬂl, ...,Gpm}.
Hence AcXcG,u: UG,
But each GPi contains at most one point of A; hence A, a subset of Gp1 U-eeu Gnm» can contain at

most m points, i.e. A is finite. Accordingly, every infinite subset of X contains an accumulation point
in X, ie. X is countably compact.

Prove: Let X be sequentially compact. Then X is also countably compact.
Solution:

Let A be any infinite subset of X. Then there exists a sequence (a;,a,,...) in A with distinct
terms. Since X is sequentially compact, the sequence (a,) contains a subsequence (a;,, @, ...y (also
with distinct terms) which converges to a point p € X. Hence every open neighborhood of p contains
an infinite number of the terms of the convergent subsequence (a; ). But the terms are distinct; hence
every open neighborhood of p contains an infinite number of points in A. Accordingly, p € X is an
accumulation point of A. In other words, X is countably compact.

Remark: Note that Problems 16 and 17 imply Theorem 11.9.
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i8.

Prove: Let A C X be sequentially compact. Then every countable open cover of A is
reducible to a finite cover.
Solution:

We may assume A is infinite, for otherwise the proof is trivial. We prove the contrapositive, i.e.
assume 3 a countable open cover {G;:1€ N} with no finite subcover. We define the sequence
(1509, ...} as follows.

Let n; be the smallest positive integer such that A N Gn1 # . Choose a; €A N G"l' Let n,
be the least positive integer larger than =, such that A N an # (). Choose

a4 € (ANG,)\(ANG,)

‘Such a point always exists, for otherwise G,,,l covers A. Continuing in this manner, we obtain the

sequence (@, ds, ...) with the property that, for every i€ N,

GwEANG a; & UIZ) (AN an) and n; > n_,

ni’
We claim that (¢;) has no convergent subsequence in A. Let p € A. Then

3 G €{G} suchthat pEG
Now AN Gio # (), since pE AN Gio; hence

3 jo €N suchthat Gny = Gi,

But by the choice of the sequence (ay,ay, ...)

1> j(} # a; & Gi()
Accordingly, since Gio is an open set containing p, no subsequence of (a;) convergés to p. But p was
arbitrary, so A is not sequentially compact.

COMPACTNESS IN METRIC SPACES

9.

20.

Prove Lemma 11.17: Let A be a sequentially compact subset of a metric space X.
Then A is totally bounded.

Solution:

We prove the contrapositive of the above statement, i.e. if 4 is not totally bounded, then A is not
sequentially compact. If A is not totally bounded then there exists an e > 0 such that A possesses
no (finite) e-net. Let a; € A. Then there exists a point ay € A with d(a,,as) =¢ for otherwise
{a;} would be an enet for A. Similarly, there exists a point a3 &€ A with d(a;,a3) =¢ and
d(as, az) = ¢, for otherwise {a;,as} would be an e-net for A. Continuing in this manner, we arrive at
a sequence (d;,as, ...) with the property that d(e;e;) =¢ for 7+ j. Thus the sequence (a,) cannot
contain any subsequence which converges. In other words, A is not sequentially compact.

Prove Lemma (Lebesgue) 11.18: Let o4 = {Gi} be an open cover of a sequentially
compact set A. Then o4 has a (positive) Lebesgue number.

Solution:
Suppose c4 does not have a Lebesgue number. Then for each positive integer n € N there exists
a subset B, of A with the property that

0<dB, <1/m and B, ¢ G; for every G; in c4
For each n € N, choose a point b, € B,. Since A is sequen-

tially compact, the sequence (b, by, ...) contains a subsequence
(bil’biz’ ...) which converges to a point p € A4,

Since p € A, p belongs to an open set G, in the cover 4.
Hence there exists an open sphere S(p,e¢), with center p and
radius e, such that p € S(p,¢) < G,. Since (bin> converges to p,

there exists a positive integer i, such that

d(p, binﬂ) < %e, b’:no = Biﬂo and d(BinD) < %e

Using the Triangle Inequality we get Bino < S(p,e) € Gp. But
this contradicts the fact that Binagf G; for every G; in the
cover c4, Accordingly c4 does possess a Lebesgue number.

By, is shaded
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21.

22.

23.

24.

COMPACTNESS [CHAP. 11

Prove: Let A be a countably compact subset of a metric space X. Then A is also
sequentially compact.
Solution:

Let (a;,ay, ...) be a sequence in A. If the set B = {a,,a,, ...} is finite, then one of the points,
say a;), satisfies @, = a; for infinitely many 7 € N. Hence (aiﬂ, @, - - .y is a subsequence of (@)
which converges to the point Ty in A.

On the other hand, suppose B = {a,,a,, ...} is infinite. By hypothesis, A is countably compact.
Hence the infinite subset B of A contains an accumulation point p in A. But X is a metric space;
hence we can choose a subsequence @), Qg - - ) of the sequence (a,) which converges to the point p

in A. In other words, A is sequentially compact.

Prove Theorem 11.14: Let A be a subset of a metric space X. Then the following are
equivalent: (i) A is compact, (ii) A is countably compact, and (iii) A is sequentially
compact,

Solution:

Recall (see Theorem 11.8) that (i) implies (ii) in every topological space; hence it is true for a
metric space. In the preceding problem we proved that (ii) implies (iii). Accordingly, the theorem is
proven if we show that (iii) implies (i).

Let A be sequentially compact, and let <4 = {G,} be an open cover of A. We want to show
that A is compact, i.e. that-c4 possesses a finite subcover. By hypothesis, A is sequentially compact;
hence, by Lemma 11.18, the cover c4 possesses a Lebesgue number § > 0. In addition, by Lemma 11.17,
A is totally bounded. Hence there is a decomposition of A into a finite number of subsets, say
By, ...,Bn, with d(B;) <§. But § is a Lebesgue number for c4; hence there are open sets

G,,...,G; €cA such that
1 " BycG, ..., ByCG,

Accordingly, A c BjuUByU -+~ UB, C G51UG"2U e UGy

tm

Thus ¢4 possesses a finite subcover {G,-l, vy Gim}’ i.e. A 1s compact.

Let A be a compact subset of a metric space (X,d). Show that for any B C X there
is a point p € A such that d(p, B) = d(A, B).
Solution:
Let d{A,B) = e. Since d{A,B) = inf{d{a,b):a € A, b € B}, for every positive integer n € N,
4 ¢,€4, b,€ERB such that e = d(a,, b)) < et+1/n
Now A is compact and hence sequentially compact; so the sequence (a,,as, ...) has a subsequence
which converges to a point p € A. We claim that d(p,B) = d(4,B) = e

Suppose d(p,B) > ¢, say d(®,B) = e+ § where 8§ > 0. Since a subsequence of (#,) converges

to p
’ 3 m €N suchthat d(p,a,) <38 and d(ay,by) < et 1/mg < e+ 48

Then d(p, @yy) + Ay, by) < F8+H e+ 38 = e+ 8 = dp,B) = dlp,by)

But this contradicts the Triangle Inequality; hence d(p, B) = d(A4, B).

Let A be a compact subset of a metric space (X,d) and let B be a closed subset of X
such that A N B = @. Show that d(4,B) > 0.

Solution:
Suppose d(4,B) = 0. Then, by the preceding problem,

3 pcd such that d(p,B) = d(A,B) = 0

But B is closed and therefore contains all points whose distance from B is zero. Thus p& B and
so p € A N B. But this contradicts the hypothesis; hence d(4,B) > 0.
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25. Prove: Let f be a continuous function from a compact metric space (X, d) into a metric

space (Y,d*). Then [ is uniformly continuous, i.e. for every ¢« > 0 there exists a § > 0
such that
dlz,y) <8 > d*(f@@),f(¥) <

(Remark: Uniform continuity is a stronger condition than continuity, in that the §
above depends only upon the ¢ and not also on any particular point.)

Solution:
Let € > 0. Since f is continuous, for each point p € X there exists an open sphere S(p,3,} such
that
x € S(8;) > fl@) € S(f(p), §¢)

Observe that the class <4 = {S(p, Sp):p &€ X} is an open cover of X. By hypothesis, X is compact
and hence also sequentially compact. Therefore the cover c4 possesses a Lebesgue number § > 0.

Now let x,y € X with d(x,y) < §. But d(x,y) = d{z,y} < § implies {«,y} is contained in a
member S(py, Spo) of the cover A. Now

x,y € S(pe, 8p)) > f(@h fy) € S(f(po), $¢)

But the sphere S(f(pg), L¢) has diameter . Accordingly,
d(x,y) <8 >  d*(f(®),f(¥) < e

In other words, f is uniformly continuous.

Supplementary Problems

COMPACT SPACES

26.

27,

28,

29,

30.

Prove: If E is compact and F is closed, then ENF is compact.

Let A, ..., A, be compact subsets of a topological space X. Show that A, U .-- UA, is also
compact,

Prove that compactness is a topological property.

L]
Prove Proposition 11.11: The class T, is a topology on X and (X_,T,) is a compactification of
(X,T). (Here (X,,T,) is the Alexandrov one-point compactification of (X, T).)

Prove Theorem 11.12: If (X,T) is a locally compact Hausdorff space, then (X, T,) is a compact
Hausdorff space.

SEQUENTIALLY AND COUNTABLY COMPACT SPACES

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

Show that sequential compactness is a topological property.

Prove: A closed subset of a sequentially compact space is sequentially compact.

Show that countable compactness is a topological property.

Suppose (X, T) is countably compact and T*=T. Show that (X, T*) is also countably compact.

Prove: Let X be a topological space such that every countable open cover of X is reducible to a finite
cover. Then X is countably compact.



166

36.

37.
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Prove: Let X be a T;-space. Then X is countably compact if and only if every countable open cover
of X is reducible to a finite cover.

Prove: Let X be a second countable T;-space. Then X is compact if and only if X is countably
compact.

TOTALLY BOUNDED SETS

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

Prove Proposition 11.15: A set A is totally bounded if and only if for every ¢ > 0 there exists a
decomposition of A into a finite number of sets each with diameter less than e.

Prove Proposition 11.16: Totally bounded sets are bounded.
Show that every subset of a totally bounded set is totally bounded.
Show that if A is totally bounded then A is also totally bounded.

Prove: Every totally bounded metric space is separable.

COMPACTNESS AND METRIC SPACES

43.

44.

45.

46.

47,

48,

Prove: A compact subset of a metric space X is closed and bounded.

Prove: Let f:X —Y be a continuous function from a compact space X into a metric space Y.
Then fIX] is a bounded subset of Y.

Prove: A subset A4 of the real line R is compact if and only if A is closed and bounded.
Prove: Let A be a compact subset of a metric space X. Then the derived set A’ of A is compact.
Prove: The Hilbert cube I = {(a,): 0 = a, = 1/n} is a compact subset of R”.

Prove: Let A and B be compact subsets of a metric space X. Then there exist a€ A and bE B
such that d(a,b) = d(A, B).

LOCALLY COMPACT SPACES

49.

50.

51,

52.

53.

Show that local compactness is a topological property.

Show that every discrete space is locally compact.

Show that every indiscrete space is locally compact.

Show that the plane R? with the usual topology is locally compact.

Prove: Let A be a closed subset of a locally compact space (X,T). Then A with the relative topology
is locally compact.



Chapter 12

Product Spaces

PRODUCT TOPOLOGY

Let {X;:7€1I} be any class of sets and let X denote the Cartesian product of these
sets, ie. X = Hin.. Note that X consists of all points p = (a;:t€I) where a; € X
Recall that, for each jo €I, we defined the projection =;, from the product set X to the
coordinate space X;, ie. =;: X X;, by

mio((Qi rel)) = @5,
These projections are used to define the product topology.

Let {(Xi, T:)} be a collection of topological spaces and let X be the product.
of the sets X;, te. X = H X,;. The coarsest topology T on X with respect to

which all the projections =,: X - X, are continuous is called the (Tychonoff)
product topology. The product set X with the product topology T, i.e. (X, T),
is called the product topological space or, simply, product space.

In other words, the product topology T on the product set X = [], X, is the topology
generated by the projections (see Chapter 7).
Example 1.1:  Consider the Cartesian plane R2 = R X R, Recall that the inverses 771“(0,, b)

and 17-2'1 (a, b) are infinite open strips which form a subbase for the usual topology
on R2,

71 (a, b) 71 (a, b)

Thus the usual topology on R? is the topology generated by the projections from
R? into R.

In view of the above definition, we can state the result in Example 1.1 as follows:
Theorem 12.1: The usual topology on R?> = R X R is the product topology.

Example 1.2: Let {X;: i€ I} be a collection of Hausdorff spaces and let X be the product space,
ie. X = [[;X;. We show that X is also a Hausdorff space. Let p = (a;: { € I)
and q = (b;: 1 € I) be distinct points in X. Then p and ¢ must differ in at least
one coordinate space, say Xf'o’ 1.e. ajoaé bfo‘ "By hypothesis, on is Hausdorft;
hence there exist disjoint open subsets G and H of X such that @, & G and
b & H. By definition of the product space, the pro,]ectlon Tiy X ->X is con-

167
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tinuous. Accordingly 7;-! [G] and 173;1 [H] are open disjoint subsets of X contain-

ing p and g respectively. Hence X is also a Hausdorff space.

W]o

BASE FOR A FINITE PRODUCT TOPOLOGY

The Cartesian product A X B of two open finite intervals A and B is an open rectangle
in R? as illustrated below.

As noted previously, the open rectangles form a base for the usual topology on R?
which is also the product topology on R2. A similar statement is true for every finite
product topology. Namely,

Proposition 12.2: Let X, -+, X,» be a finite number of topological spaces, and let X be
the product space, i.e. X = X; X --- X X;n. Then the following sub-
sets of the product space X,

Gy X G2 X +++ X Gp .
where G; is an open subset of X;, form a base for the product topology
on X.

As we shall see in the next section, the above proposition is not true in the case of an
infinite product space.

DEFINING SUBBASE AND DEFINING BASE FOR THE PRODUCT TOPOLOGY

Let {Xi:i€ 1} be a collection of topological spaces and let X denote the product space,
ie X = Hi X,. If G;, is an open subset of the coordinate space Xj;,, then nj‘ol [Gj,] consists
of all points p = (a:: ¢ €Iy in X such that =;(p) € G;,- In other words,

wj_ol[GjO]‘ = H{X’ i%jo} X G,'O

In particular, if we have a denumerable collection of topological spaces, say {Xi, Xo, ...},
then the product space o
X = [[X = XixXeX XgX -~
consists of all sequences vt

P = (A, Qs A3y . ..) where a, € X,

and, furthermore,
—1 I:GJO] = Xl X a0 X on—l X Gj() X X}'O‘l‘l X -

7Tj0



CHAP. 12] PRODUCT SPACES 169

By definition, the product topology on X is the “smallest”, i.e. coarsest, topology on X
with respect to which all the projections are continuous, i.e. the topology generated by
the projections. Accordingly, the inverse projections of open sets in the coordinate spaces
form a subbase for the product topology (Theorem 7.8). Namely,

Theorem 12.3: The class of subsets of a product space X = [[, X, of the form
‘)'Tjgl[Gjo] = H{Xl 7:7&]'0} X Gjo
where G, is an open subset of the coordinate space X;, is a subbase and
is called the defining subbase for the product topology.

Furthermore, since finite intersections of the subbase elements form a base for the
topology, we also have
Theorem 12.4: The class of subsets of a product space X = [[, X, of the form

”i}l[Gh] n---n Wjj,ll[Gjm] = JIX:i#g,...,7,) X Giy X -0 X Gy,
where G;, is an open subset of the coordinate space X;,, is a base and is
called the defining base for the product topology.

Using the above properties, we can prove the following central facts about produect
spaces.

Theorem 12.5: A function f from a topological space Y into ¥y f -x
a product space X = [], X, is continuous if
and only if, for every projection =, the com- A t
position mapping =of:Y = X, is also con- i
tinuous. i

Theorem 12.6: Every projection «,: X > X, on a product space X = IT. X, is both open
and continuous, i.e. bicontinuous.

Theorem 12.7: A sequence pi, s, ... of points in a product space X = [], X, converges to
the point ¢ in X if and only if, for every projection =,: X > X,, the se-
quence w(p,), m(P,), ... converges to =(q) in the coordinate space X,

In other words, if p: = (ay), p2 =(az), ... and ¢ = (b)) are points in a product space
X = J], X, then
pn>q in X iff  an, - b: in every coordinate space X;

EXAMPLE OF A PRODUCT SPACE

Let R; denote a copy of R, the set of real numbers
with the usual topology, indexed by the closed unit 3]
interval I = [0,1). Consider the product space T
X = H{Ri: t€1). We can represent X graphically 2 -
as in the adjoining figure. Here the horizontal axis

denotes the index set I =[0,1], and each vertical line lﬂ_/
through a point, say j, in I denotes the coordinate
space ;. Consider an element p = (a;: i €I) in the 0 " 1
product space X. Observe that p assigns to each num-
ber ¢ €1 the real number a;, i.e. p is a real-valued -1
function defined on the index set I = [0,1]. In other
words, the product space X is the class of all real- -2-
valued functions defined on I, i.e.,
X = (p:p:I-R) 3] R

Some of the elements of X are also displayed in the o

figure. Members of X
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We now describe one of the members of the defin-

ing subbase </ for the product topology on X. Recall 3 G
that f consists of all the subsets of X of the form 2. ‘o
77;81 [Gj()] = H{Ri ’L?é_’]o} X GJ’O 1

where GJO is an open subset of the coordinate space E;,.

Suppose Gj, is the open interval (1,2). Then 77,-;‘ (G, ’ / 7o \ !
congists of all points » = (@;:7€ ) in X such that -1

aj, € Gj, = (1,2), i.e. all functions p:I-> R such that
1 <p(f)) <2. Graphically, =; *[G;] consists of all those
functions passing through the open interval G;,=(1,2)
on the vertical line representing the coordinate space

R;, as illustrated in the adjacent diagram. Members of 7;1[G,|

ig?

Lastly we describe one of the open sets, say B, of
the defining base ‘B for the product topology on X.
Recall that B is the intersection of a finite number of G, Gj;
the members of the defining subbase o for the product \
topology, say, ip

B = Wj_ll[Gjl] n W]";I[GJ'Q] N 'n'j;l[GjB]
= JI{R :i#7,7,4,) X Gy X G, X Gy

Graphically, then, B consists of all functions passing
through the open sets G;,, G;, and G;, which lie on the
vertical lines denoting the coordinate spaces R;, Rj, R R R
and R;,. Some of the members of B are displayed in ! 2 3
the diagram on the right. Members of B

Consider the following proposition.

Proposition 12.8: Let {(X, T;)} be a collection of topological spaces and let X denote the
product of the sets X;, i.e. X =[], X,. Then the subsets of X of the form

H {Gz 1€ I
where G; is an open subset of the coordinate space X;, form a base for
a topology on the product set X.

Remark:  The topology on the product set X = ], X, appearing in Proposition 12.8 is
not always identical to the product topology on X as defined in this chapter.
On the other hand, Proposition 12.2 shows that the two topologies coincide in
the case of a finite product space. Historically, the topology in Proposition 12.8
appeared and was investigated first. Tychonoff is credited with defining the
(Tychonoff) product topology and proving for it one of the most important
and useful theorems in topology, the Tychonoff Product Theorem. It is because
of this theorem that the product topology is considered the “right” topology
on the product set.

TYCHONOFF'S PRODUCT THEOREM

A property P of a topological space is said to be product invariant if a product space
X = H@ X, possesses P whenever each coordinate space X; possesses P. For example, the
property P of being a Hausdorff space is product invariant since, in view of Example 1.2,
the product of Hausdorff spaces is also Hausdorff. The celebrated Tychonoff Product
Theorem states that compactness is also a product invariant property:
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Theorem (Tychonoff) 12.9: The product of compact spaces is compact.

The proof of Theorem 12.9 which is given in the solved problem section relies on the
set-theoretic lemma which follows; the proof of the lemma requires Zorn’s Lemma. This
is not too surprising since it has been shown that the Tychonoff Product Theorem is, in
fact, equivalent to Zorn’s Lemma.

Lemma 12.10: Let o4 be a class of subsets of a set X with the finite intersection property.
Consider the collection P of all superclasses of ¢4 which have the finite
intersection property. Then P, ordered by class inclusion, contains a
maximal element H7.

Recall (see Chapter 11) that a class ¢4 = {A;:71 €I} possesses the finite intersection
property iff every finite subclass of o4, say {A4,,...,A;, ), has a non-empty intersection,
ie. Ayn---NA + Q.

METRIC PRODUCT SPACES

Let {(Xi di)} be a collection of metric spaces and let X denote the product of the sets
Xi, i.e. X =[], X,. Since the metric spaces (X, di) are also topological spaces, we can speak
of the product topology on X. On the other hand, it is natural to ask whether or not it is
possible to define a metric d on the product set X so that the topology on X induced by
the metric d is identical to this product topology. The next two propositions give a positive
answer to this question in the case of a finite or a denumerable collection of metric spaces.

The metrics given are in no way unique.
Proposition 12.11: Let (X1, d1), ..., (Xm, dn) be metric spaces and let p = (a;, .. .,an) and

q = (b, ...,bn) be arbitrary points in the product set X = [] X..
i=1

Then each of the following functions is a metric on the product set X:

dp,g) = Vdi(ay,b)® + - + daftm, buy’
d(p,q) = max{di(a,bi), ..., dnldm, bn))
d(pvQ) - dl(a]; bl) + -+ dm(anl, bm)

Moreover, the topology on X induced by each of the above metrics is
the product topology.

Proposition 12.12: Let {(Xi,di), (Xs,d2), ...} be a denumerable collection of metric spaces
and let p = (@1, a2, ...) and g = (b1, b2, ...) be arbltrary points in the

product set X = ]_1 X,. Then the function d defined by

_ © an’ bn)
d(p,q) = 2 2n m

n=1

is a metric on the product set X and the topology induced by d is the
product topology.

CANTOR SET
We now construct a set T of real numbers, called the Cantor or ternary set, which has
some remarkable properties. Trisect the closed unit interval I = [0,1] at the points

1 and % and then delete the open interval (4, %), called the “middle third”. Let T denote
the remainder of the points in I, i.e,

T = [0,4] U [31]
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We now trisect each of the two segmenis in 7, at { and 2 and ] and £, and then delete the
“middle third” from each segment, i.e. (},%) and (,%). Let T denote the remainder of the
points in T4, l.e.,
To = [0,4] U [34] U (13 U [
If we continue in this manner we obtain a descending sequence of sets
T, oD T; D T;s D -

where T consists of the points in Tn - excluding the “middle thirds”, as shown.

I o= »
0 1
Ty o— . - .
0 ¥ 2 1
Ty e - ~— . *~— - . -
; i i

o3
<o oe

who

1

Observe that 7. consists of 2™ disjoint closed intervals and, if we number them con-
secutively from left to right, we can speak of the odd or even intervals in T..

The Cantor set T is the intersection of these sets, ie. T = N {Ti:7i € N}.

PROPERTIES OF THE CANTOR SET
We define a function f on the Cantor set 7 as follows:
flx) = (a1, @z ...)
where

IO if x belongs to an odd interval in T
am =
12 if x belongs to an even interval in T

The above sequence corresponds precisely to the “decimal expansion” of x written to the
base 3, i.e. where

_ 1N <l>+ <i>+...+ <L>+..
vo= “‘<§> %9 %\ 27 G\ g

Consider now a discrete space of two elements, say A = {0,2}, and let A, denote a
copy of A indexed by i € N, the positive integers.

Proposition 12,13: The Cantor set T is homeomorphic to the product space
X = H {Aii 1€ N}
In particular, the function f:7 - X defined above is a homeomorphism.

Remark: The Cantor set T possesses the following interesting properties:

(1) T is non-denumerable. For T is equivalent to the set of sequences
(@, @s, ...), where a;=0 or 2, which has cardinality 2% =e.

(2) T has “measure” zero. For the measure of the complement of T relative

to I = [0,1], i.e. the union of the middle thirds, equals
1,2 4 8
stegtamts

But the measure of I = [0,1] is also 1. Hence the measure of T is zero.

= 1
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Solved Problems

PRODUCT SPACES

1.

Consider the topology T = {X, (), {a}, {b,¢}} on X = {a,b,¢} and the topology
T = {Y,®, {u}} on Y = (u,v}.

(1) Determine the defining subbase o of the product topology on X X Y.

(iI) Determine the defining base B for the product topology on X X Y.

Solution:
Note first that X XY = {a,u), (a,v), (b,u), (b,v), (c,u), (¢, v)}

is the product set on which the product topology is defined.

(i) The defining subbase of is the class of inverse sets rr;l[G] and Try_l [H} where G is an open
subset of X and H is an open subset of Y. Computing, we have
7;1 [X] = WJI[Y] = XXY
71 (D] = 7,9 = 0
7! [{a}] = {a,w), (a,v)}
77;1 [{b,e}] = {b,u), b,v), (6, u), (c,v)}
7 1 {u}] = {(a, ), (b,w), (¢, u)}

i
Hence the defining subbase of consists of the subsets of X X Y above.
(if)  The defining base B consists of finite intersections of members of the defining subbase of. Tlat is,
B = {XXY, 0, {(a,w)}, {b,u), c,w)}, {(a,u), (a,v)},
{(Byu), (b, vy, (e, u), (c,v)}, {(a,u), (byw), (¢, u)}}

Prove Theorem 12.5: A function f:Y = X from a topo- y f X
logical space Y into a product space X = Hi X, is con- l,,l_
tinuous if and only if, for every projection =:X->X, Tiop

the composition =, of: Y = X, is continuous.

Solution:
By definition of the product space, all projections are continuous. So if f is continuous, then
7;°f, the composition of two continuous functions, is also continuous.

On the other hand, suppose every composition function 7;°0f:Y - X; is continuous. Let G be
an open subset of X;. Then, by continuity of #;of,
(mief) 1G] = [~'[=7'[G]]
is an open set in Y. But the class of sets of the form
7, 1[Gl where G is an open subset of X;
is the defining subbase for the product topology on X. Since their inverses under f are. open subsets
of Y, f is a continuous function by Theorem 7.2.

Let B be a member of the defining base for a product space X = HL. X. Show that
the projection of B into any coordinate space is open.

Solution:
Since B belongs to the defining base for X,

B = II{X;:i#7y..0im) X G X o0 X G

]m
where ij is an open subset of X»,-k. So, for any projection 7,: X - X,
[Xy f akipy.nin
7o(B) = < . .
¢ lGa if ae{.?l:“-’fm}

In either case, 74(B) is an open set.
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4. Prove Theorem 12.6: Every projection = X > X, on a product space X = Hi X, is
both open and continuous, i.e. bicontinuous.

Solution:
By definition of the product space, all projections are continuous. So we need only show that
they are open.

Let G be an open subset of the product space X = [[;X;. For every point p € G there is a
member B of the defining base of the product topology such that p € B ¢ G. Thus, for any projection
i N X - Xi’

ﬂ'l'(p) =] Fi[B] C FE[G}

By the preceding problem, =;[B] is an open set. In other words, every point =;(p) in =] {G] belongs to
an open set =;[B] which is contained in #;|G]. Thus =;[G] is an open set.

5. Prove Theorem 12.7: A sequence pi, P2 ... of points in a product space X = Hl. X,
converges to the point ¢ € X if and only if, for every projection = :X-> X, the
sequence w{p),~(p,), ... converges to =(¢) in the coordinate space X.

Solution:
Suppose p,— q. Then, since all projections are continuous, =;(p,) = 7;(q).

Conversely, suppose #(p,) = m;(q) for every projection =, In order to prove that p,—q, it is
sufficient to show that if B is a member of the defining base of the product space X = [[;X; that
contains the point ¢ € X, then

3 ng&eN suchthat n>ny > p,€B

By definition of the defining base for the product space X =], X;,
B = wfl[Gj,] N =N 77?'[G~ ]
i Im

J'ﬂl

where ij is an open subset of the coordinate space Xik' Recall that q € B; hence vjl(q) = 771'1[8] =
Gjl, s, ﬂ-jm(q) € n-]-m[B] = G]-m. By hypothesis, vjl(pn) —>7rjl(q). Hence, for each 1 = 1,...,m,

3n, €N suchthat n>n = 7()€G6; = p, €771 G]
t

Let ny = max (ny,...,ny). Then
]m

'ﬂ>'ﬂ0 j pneﬂ'j_l{GJ’l] [ I ﬂvf‘[Gjmj = B
Consequently, p, — q. !

TYCHONOFF THEOREM

6. Prove Lemma 12.10: Let ¢4 be a class of subsets of a set X with the finite intersection
property. Consider the collection P of all superclasses of ¢4 each with the finite inter-
section property. Then P, ordered by class inclusion, contains a maximal element 1.
Solution:

Let T={B;} be a totally ordered subcollection of P, and let B = U;B;. We show that B

belongs to P, i.e. that ‘B is a superclass of ¢4 with the finite intersection property. It will then follow
that B is an upper bound for T and so, by Zorn’s Lemma, P contains a maximal element %7,

Clearly ‘B = U;“B; is a superclass of c4 since each B; is a superclass of ¢4. To show that B
has the finite intersection property, let {4, ...,4,} be any finite subclass of . But B = U;B;

hence
a ‘Bil, “"CBi}n E T Such that AIECBil”"’ AmECBim

Recall that T is totally ordered; hence one of the classes, say ‘Bijo, contains all the sets A4; and, further-
more, since it has the finite intersection property,
A NAsn - N4, # O

We have just shown that each finite subclass {A ...,A4,)} of B has a non-empty intersection, i.e.
B has the finite intersection property. Consequently, B belongs to P.
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1.

Prove: The maximal element 7 in Lemma 12.10 possesses the following properties:
(i) Every superset of a member of &7 also belongs to 7.
(i) The intersection of a finite number of members of &/ also belongs to 7.
(iii) If ANM »# @, for every M € &M, then A belongs to /.
Solution:
We only prove (ii) here. The proofs of (i) and (iii) will be left as supplementary problems.

(ii) We prove that the intersection of any two sets A,B &€ .1 also belongs to «¥. The theorem
will then follow by induction. Let C = A N B. If we show that a7 U {C} has the finite
intersection property, then % U {C} will belong to P and, since %7 is maximal in P,
A = er U {C}. Thus C will belong to <77, as was to be proven.

Let {A4,,A, ...,4,} be a finite subclass of =% U {C}. There are two cases:

Case I. C does not belong to {A4,,...,4,} Cc 217U {C}. Then {4, ...,4,) is a finite subclass
of ¢77 alone. But 77/ has the finite intersection property; hence A, n--- N A4, # @.

Case II. C does belong to {4, ...,4A,},say C = A,;. Then
Ain-—-nA, = CnAy;n---nNnA, = AnNBnNnA,Nn---NA, # @
since A,B,A;, ..., A, € 1.

In either case, {4, ...,4,} has a non-empty intersection. So 17 U {C} € P and, for reasons
stated above, C € /.

Prove Theorem (Tychonoff) 12.9: Let {A;:7 €I} be a collection of compact topological
spaces. Then the product space X = H{Ai: t€ ) is also compact.

Solution:
Let o4 = {F;} be a class of closed subsets of X with the finite intersection property. The

theorem is proven if we show that ¢4 has a non-empty intersection, ie.,

3 p€X suchthat p€F; forevery F; € c4

Let -7 = {M,:k € K} be a maximal superclass of o4 with the finite intersection property
(see Lemma 12.10). Define 17 = {M;:k € K}. Observe that

Fieed > F;=F;, and F,€U > F;€M

So if we prove that :77 has a non-empty intersection, then ¢4 will also have a non-empty intersection.
In other words, the proof is complete if
3 p€EX suchthat p& M, forevery k€K
or, equivalently,
IpeX such that PEB = BNM,#* () forevery kEK (1)

where B is a member of the defining base for the product topology on X =JI,A;, since p is then an
accumulation point of each of the sets M; and so is contained in M,.

Recall that <37 = {M, .k € K} has the finite intersection property; so, for each projection

7+ X > A; the class
{m{My] : k € K}

of subsets of the coordinate space A; also has the finite intersection property. Hence the class of

closures —
Ty« k€ K)

is a class of closed subsets of A; with the finite intersection property. By hypothesis, 4; is compact;
so {m;[M;]:k € K} has a non-empty intersection, i.e.,
3 g, € A; suchthat ;€ m[M,| forevery k€K
or, equivalently,
3 g,€4; suchthat ¢ €G, => GnmM| # @ forevery kEK (2)

where G, is any open subset of the coordinate space A
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Define p = (q;:1€ ). We want to show that p satisfies the condition (7). Let p € B, where
B is a member of the defining base for the product topology on X = [[;4;, ie.,
Bo= r 1G] 0 oG,

where Gi, is an open subset of Ai,.
Observe that p& B implies «; (p) = a, belongs to =; [B] = Gii' So, by (2) above,

1 1
Gil N ﬂ'il [‘MK] < @ fOr every k (= K

which implies that

T;I'I[Gil} nNM, = ([T{A;:i#iy X G) N M, = @  forevery My € o1

3

By the property (iii) of =4/, stated in the preceding problem, m}l{Gil] belongs to <. Similarly,

w1 [Gig], R e [G-m] also belongs to .77, But .77 satisfies the finite intersection property; so

i
i
) w

BnM, = wfl[Gil] n o ﬂn-i"l[Gi 1N M, * O for every k€ K

11 m n

Thus (1) is satisfied and the theorem is proven.

CANTOR SET

9.

10.

11.

Show that the Cantor set T is a closed subset of R.

Solution:
Recall that T, is the union of 2™ closed intervals. So T,,, the union of a finite number of closed
sets, is also closed. But T = n {T;:i&€ N}, hence T is closed, as it is the intersection of closed sets.

Show that T is compact.

Solution:
Since T is a closed and bounded set of real numbers, it is compact.

Let X = []{Ai:i €N} where A:i={0,2) with the discrete topology. Show that
X is compact.

Solution:
Observe that A; is compact since it is finite. So, by the Tychonoff Product Theorem, X = [I;4;
is also compact.

12. Let X = H{Ai: t € N} where A;= (0,2} with the discrete topology.

(i) Prove that the function f: X =T defined by

fllagaz, ... = ad) + ax(l) + as(F) + 0 = D ay
i=1
is continuous.

)i

el

(ii) Prove that X is homeomorphic to 7.

Solution:
(1) Let p = (ag,a, ...Y& X and let ¢ > 0. We need to show that there is an open subset B of X

containing p such that
x € B implies |f(x) —f(p)] <

=]
Note that 3 (3)! converges. Hence
i=1

fee)
3 ng € N such that 2 B)i<e
i=n0+l
Consider the subset
B = {a;} X {as} X -+ X {a"o} X An0+1 X An0+2 X e

of X. Observe that p € B and B is a member of the defining base of the product topology on
X =1II;A;, and so is open. Furthermore,
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x = (ap ..., anoy bn0+1’ bn0+2’ ...) € B
o0 o0
implies [fle) — fo)] = S e = 3 (B < .
i=nytl i=ngt+l

Thus f is eontinuous.

(ii) The funetion f: X - T is a one-one continuous function from the compact space X onto the
metric space T. By Theorem 11.8, f is a homeomorphism.

Supplementary Problems

PRODUCT SPACES

13. Show that the property of being a T,-space is product invariant, i.e. the product of T;-spaces is a
T,-space.

14. Show that the property of being a regular space is product invariant.
15. Show that the property of being a completely regular space is product invariant.

16. Prove: Let p = (@;: i €I) be any point in a product space X = [[{X;:2€ I}. Then, for any j, €1,
X;, X [1{e;: 15+ jo} is homeomorphic to X5,
(In the special case of Euclidean 3-space R3, this theorem states that the line, say
Y = {ay} X {ag} X R = {(a1,09,%): 2 ER}

through p = (ay,as, a3), is homeomorphic to R.) See Fig. (a).

Ry l
Fig. (a) Fig. (b)

17. Prove: Let p = (a;:% € I) be any point in a product space X = []{X;:2€ I}. Then, for any j, € I,
{ajo} X [1{X;:i% jg} is homeomorphic to []{X;: < # jo}
(In the special case of Euclidean”8-space R3, this theorem states that the plane, say
Y = R X Ry X {a5} = {{x,y,a3: 2,y €ER}
through p = (a4, ag, @3), is"homeomorphic to R2 = R X R.) See Fig. (b).

18. Prove the converse of the Tychonoff Product Theorem, i.e. if a product space X = []; X; is compact,
then each coordinate space X; is also compact.

19. Let A be a subset of a product space X = [I{X,;:7€ I} and let Tiyt A - X; denote the restriction
of the projection =;: X > X, to A. Show that the relative topology on A is the ecoarsest topology
with respect to which the functions #; , are continuous.
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20. () TProve that a countable product of first countable spaces is first countable.
(i) Show that an arbitrary product of first countable spaces need not be first countable.

21. Show that an uncountable product space X = [];X; is not metrizable (unless all except a countable
nuinber of coordinate spaces are singleton sets).

22. (i) Prove that a countable product of second countable spaces is second countable.
(ii) Show that an arbitrary product of second countable spaces need not be second countable.

23. Let A; be an arbitrary subset of a topological space X;; thus [], A, is a subset of the product space
X = ILX;. Prove that (i) [L;A, =]1;4, (i) I,47 D> I[;A)°. Give an example to show that
equality does not hold for (ii) in general.

24. Let A; be an arbitrary subspace of X, Show that the product topology on [];A; is equal to the
relative topology on []; A; as a subset of the product space Il x;.

ARBITRARY TOPOLOGIES ON PRODUCT SETS

25. Prove Proposition 12.8: Let {(X;,T;}): 1€ I} be a collection of topological spaces and let X be the

product of the sets X; ie. X = [[;X;. Then the subsets of X of the form [[{G;:i€ I} where
G; is an open subset of the coordinate space X;, form a base for a topology T on the product set X.

26, Show that the product topology on a product set X = J], X; is coarser than the topology T on X
defined in the preceding problem (Proposition 12.8).

27. Give an example of a topology T on a product set X = [[; X, which is coarser than the product
topology on X.

28. Let T be the topology on a product set X = [[; X, defined in Problem 25 (Proposition 12.8). Show
that (X, T) is discrete if each coordinate space X; is discrete.

FINITE PRODUCTS

29. Prove Proposition 12.2: The subsets of a product space X = X, X -+ X X, of the form Gy X -+ X G,
where G, is an open subset of X;, form a base for the product topology on X.

30. Prove: If B is a base for X and B* is a base for Y, then {G X H : G € B, H € ‘B*} is a base for
the product space X X Y.

31. Prove: If B, is a local base at « € X and B, is a local base at b€ Y, then {G X H: G € By, HE By}
is a local base at p = (¢, b) € X X Y.

32. Prove that the product of two first countable spaces is first countable.
33. Prove that the product of two second countable spaces is second countable.
34. Prove that the product of two separable spaces is separable.

35. Prove that the product of two compact spaces is compact (without using Zorn’s Lemma or its
equivalents).

36. Let ‘B* be the topology on the plane R2 generated by the half-open rectangles
[a,b) X [e,d) = {my:ra=aw<b c=y<d}

Furthermore, let T be the topology on the real line R generated by the closed-open intervals [a,b).
Show that (R2, T*) is the product of (R, T) with itself,
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37. Show, by a counter-example, that the product of two normal spaces need not be normal.

38. Let ACX and BCY and hence A X B C X X Y. Prove that
i) AXxB = AXB (ii) A° X B® = (A X B)°

(Recall [see Problem 23] that equality does not hold in general.)

39. Let f: X —>Y andlet F': X > X XY be defined by F(x) = (x, f(x)). Prove that f is continuous if
and only if F' is a homeomorphism of X with F[X]. (Recall that F[X] is called the graph of f.)

40. Let X be a normed vector space over R. Show that the function f:X X X -> X defined by
flip, ) = p+q is continuous.

41. Let X be a normed vector space over R. Show that the function FfiRX X-> X defined by
f{k, py) = kp is continuous.

METRIC PRODUCT SPACES

42, Prove: Every closed and bounded subset of Euclidean m-space R™ is compact.

43, Prove Proposition 12.11: Let (X,,d,), ..., (X,,,d,) be metric spaces and let p = (a,...,,) and

m
g = (b, ..., b,) be arbitrary points in the product set X = 'H X;. Then each of the following
functions is a metric on X: i=1

i) d(p, q) = \/dl(a’l, bl)z + o+ dplap bm)z
(i1) d{p,q) = max{d{a, b)), ..., Dp{lly, by)}
(iii) d{p, q) = dl(al’ bl) + o 4 dplay by)

Moreover, the topology on X induced by each of the above metrics is the product topology.

44. Prove Proposition 12.12: Let {(X,,d,), (Xs,d5), ...} be a denumerable collection of metric spaces

and let p = (a;,a@9,...) and q = (b, by, ...) be arbitrary points in the product set X = 1'[1 X,
ne

Then the function d defined by d(ao b.)
. & 1 niln, Oy
Apa) = 2 % T dyay, by

n

is a metric on X and the topology induced by d is the product topology.



Chapter 13

Connectedness

SEPARATED SETS

Two subsets A and B of a topological space X are said to be separated if (i) A and B

are disjoint, and (ii) neither contains an accumulation point of the other. In other words,
A and B are separated iff

ANB =@ and ANB =9
Example 1.1: Consider the following intervals on the real line R:
A =(0,1), B=(1,2 and C = [2,3)

Now A and B are separated since A = [0, 1] and B = 1,2}, and so A n B -and

AN B are empty. On the other hand, B and C are not separated since 2€ C
is a limit point of B; thus:

BnC = [1,2]n[23) = {2} # O

Example 1.2: Consider the following subsets of the plane R2:

A = {Oy:{=y=1}
B = {(z,y): y=sin{l/x), 0 < x=1}
Wl

1

[l
A i B

—14

Now each point in A is an accumulation point of B; hence A and B are not sepa-
rated sets.

CONNECTED SETS

Definition:] A subset A of a topological space X is disconnected if there exist open sub-
sets G and H of X such that A N G and A N H are disjoint non-empty sets
whose union is A. In this case, G U H is called a disconnection of A. A set is
connected if it is not disconnected.

Observe that A= (ANGUM@NH) if ACGUH
and G = (ANGNM@ANH) if GNHCA

Therefore G U H is a disconnection of A if and only if
ANG#* @, ANH #+ @, ACGUH, and GNHC A

Note that the empty set @ and singleton sets {p} are always connected.

180
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Example 21: The following subset of the plane R? is disconnected: \
A = {xy): 22—y =4)

For the two open half-planes
G = {x,p:2<—1} and H = {(x,y):2>1}

form a disconnection of A as indicated in the diagram above.

Example 2.2: Consider the following topology on X = {a, b,¢,d,e}:
‘T = {X! @! {a’y b) C}, {C, d; g}’ {C}}
Now A = {a,d, e} is disconnected. For let G = {a,b,¢} and H = {¢,d, ¢}; then
ANG = {a}) and A " H = {d,e} are non-empty disjoint sets whose union is A.
{Observe that G and H are not disjoint.)

The basic relationship between connectedness and separation follows:.
Theorem 13.1: A set is connected if and only if it is not the union of two non-empty
separated sets.

The following proposition is very useful.
Proposition 13.2: If A and B are connected sets which are not separated, then 4 U B is
connected.

Example 23: Let A and B be the subsets of the plane R2 defined and illustrated in Example 1.2.
We show later that A and B are each connected. But A and B are not separated;
hence, by the previous proposition, A U B is a connected set.

CONNECTED SPACES
Connectedness, like compactness, is an absolute property of a set; namely,
Theorem 13.3: Let A be a subset of a topological space (X, T). Then A is connected with
respect to T if and only if A is connected with respect to the relative
topology T, on A.

Accordingly, we can frequently limit our investigation of connectedness to those topo-
logical spaces which are themselves connected, i.e. to connected spaces.
Example 31: Let X be a topological space which is disconnected, and let G U H be a disconnec-

tion of X; then
X =Xn@HUEXnH and XnGnXnH) = @

But XnG =G and X n H = H; thus X is disconnected if and only if there
exist non-empty open sets G and H such that
X=GUH and GnH =0

In view of the discussion in the above example, we can give a simple characterization
of connected spaces.
Theorem 13.4: A topological space X is connected if and only if (i) X is not the union
of two non-empty disjoint open sets; or, equivalently, (ii) X and ¢ are
the only subsets of X which are both open and closed.
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Example 3.2: Consider the following topology on X = {a, b, ¢, d, ¢}:
T = {X, 0, {a}, {c,d}, {a,c,d}, {b,c,d,e}}

Now X is disconnected; for {a} and {b,c, d, e} are complements and hence both open
and closed. In other words,
X = {a} U {b,c,d,e)

is a disconnection of X. Observe that the relative topology on the subset
A = {bd, e} is {A, D, {d}}. Accordingly, A is connected since A and @ are the
only subsets of A4 both open and closed in the relative topology.

Example 3.3: The real line R with the usual topology is a connected space since R and ¢ are the
only subsets of R which are both open and closed.

Example 3.4: Let f be a continuous function from a connected space X into a topological space Y.
Thus f: X - f[X] is continuous (where f[X] has the relative topology).

We show that f[X] is connected. Suppose f[X] is disconnected; say G and H
form a disconnection of f[X|. Then

flIX = GUH and GnH = @
and so X = f1[GIUf-1[H] and fl'[GInf"1[H = @
Since f is continuous, f~![G]| and f~![H] are open subsets of X and hence form

a disconnection of X, which is impossible. Thus if X is connected, so is f{X].

We state the result of the preceding example as a theorem.

Theorem 13.5: Continuous images of connected sets are connected.

Example 3.5: Let X be a disconnected space; say, G U H is a disconnection of X. Then the

. 0 if x€G . . . .
function f(x) = 1 # w€H Is a continuous function from X onto the dis-

crete space Y = {0,1}.

On the other hand, by Theorem 13.5, a continuous image of a connected space X cannot
be the disconnected discrete space Y = {0,1}. In other words,

Lemma 13.6: A topological space X is connected if and only if the only continuous func-
tions from X into Y = {0,1} are the constant functions, f(x) = 0 or

flx) = 1.

CONNECTEDNESS ON THE REAL LINE
The connected sets of real numbers can be simply described as follows:

Theorem 13.7: A subset E of the real line R containing at least two points is connected
if and only if E is an interval.

Recall that the intervals on the real line R are of the following form:
(a, b), (a,b], [a,b), [a,b], finite intervals
(—=,a), (—=,a], (a,=), [a, =), (—=, =), infinite intervals
An interval E can be characterized by the following property:
a, beEkK, a<x<b => x€FK

Since the continuous image of a connected set is connected, we have the following generali-
zation of the Weierstrass Intermediate Value Theorem (see Page 53, Theorem 4.9):

Theorem 13.8: Let f: X - R be a real continuous function defined on a connected set X.
Then f assumes as a value each number between any two of its values.
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Example 4.1: An interesting application of the theory of connectedness is the following ‘“fixed-
point theorem™ Let I =[0,1] and let f:I—>1I be continuous; then 3p € I such
that f(p) = p.

This theorem can be interpreted geometrically. Note first that the graph of
f:I— 1 lies in the unit square

R = {z,:0=x=10=y=1}
The theorem then states that the graph of f, which connects a point on the left

edge of the square to a point on the right edge of the square, must intersect the
diagonal line A at, say, (p, p) as indicated in the diagram.

Y
A
1

(p, D)

COMPONENTS

A component E of a topological space X is a maximal connected subset of X; that is
E is connected and E is not a proper subset of any connected subset of X. Clearly F is
non-empty. The central facts about the components of a space are contained in the
following theorem.

Theorem 13.9: The components of a topological space X form a partition of X, i.e. they
are disjoint and their union is X. Every connected subset of X is con-
tained in some component.

Thus each point p € X belongs to a unique component of X, called the component of p.

Example 5.1: If X is connected, then X has only one component: X.-itself.

Example 5.2: Consider the following topology on X = {a,b,c,d,e}:

T = {X, 9, {a}, {c,d}, {a,c,d}, {b,c,d,e}}
The components of X are {a¢} and {b,c,d,e}. Any other connected subset of X,
such as {b,d, e} (see Example 3.2), is a subset of one of the components.

The statement in Example 5.1 is used to prove that connectedness is product invariant;
that is,

Theorem 13.10: The product of connected spaces is connected.

Corollary 13.11: Euclidean m-space R™ is connected.

LOCALLY CONNECTED SPACES

A topological space X is locally connected at p € X iff every open set containing p
contains a connected open set containing p, i.e. if the open connected sets containing p
form a local base at p. X is said to be locally connected if it is locally connected at each
of its points or, equivalently, if the open connected subsets of X form a base for X.

Example 6.1: Every discrete space X is locally connected. For if p € X, then {p} is an open
connected set containing p which is contained in every open set containing p.
Note that X is not connected if X contains more than one point.
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Example 6.2:

PATHS

CONNECTEDNESS [CHAP. 13

Let A and B be the subsets of the plane R2 of Example 1.2. Now A U B is a con-
nected set. But A U B is not locally connected at p = ¢0,1). For example, the
open disc with center p and radius } does not contain any connected neighbor-
hood of p.

Let I = [0,1], the closed unit interval. A path from a point a to a point b in a
topological space X is a continuous function f:7->X with f(0) = a and f(1) = b. Here
a is called the inttial point and b is called the terminal point of the path.

Example 7.1:

Example 7.2:

Example 7.3:

For any p € X, the constant function e,:I—> X defined by e,(s) = p is continu-
ous and hence a path, It is called the constant path at p.
ket f:I- X be a path from « to b. Then the function ?: I—- X defined by
f(s) = f(1—s) is a path from b to a.
Let f:I—->X be a path from « to b and let g: I > X be a path from b to ec.
Then the juxtaposition of the two paths f and g, denoted by f # g, is the function
f*g:I—-> X defined b
ee f(2s) if 0=s=1
(f * 9)(s) _ e 1= =
g(2s—1) “if =5 1
which is a path from « to ¢ obtaine,d‘by following the path f from « to b and then
following g from & to c.

ARCWISE CONNECTED SETS

A subset E of a topological space X is said to be arcwise connected if for any two
points a,b € E thereis a path f:I-> X from a to b which is contained in F, i.e. f[I| C E.
The maximal arcwise connected subsets of X, called arcwise connected components, form

a partition of X.

follows:

The relationship between connectedness and arcwise connectedness

Theorem 13.12: Arcwise connected sets are connected.

The converse of this theorem is not true, as seen in the next example.

Example 8.1:

Example 8.2:

Consider the following subsets of the plane R2:
A = {&z,9: 0=x=1, y=2ax/n, n € N}
B = {x,00: L =x=1}

Here A consists of the points on the line seg- 19
ments joining the origin ¢0,0) to the points
,1/n), n € N; and B consists of the points on
the x-axis between 1 and 1. Now A and B are 14 LA
both arcwise connected, hence also connected.
Furthermore, A and B are not separated since '
each p € B is a limit point of A; and so A UB
is connected. But A U B is not arcwise con- T D
nected; in fact, there exists no path from any
point in A to any point in B.

= Tooe

Let A and B be the subsets of the plane R? defined in Example 1.2. Now A and B
are continuous images of intervals and are therefore connected. Moreover, A and
B are not separated sets and so A U B is connected. But 4 U B is not arcwise
connected; in fact, there exists no path from a point in A to a point in B.
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T\he topology of the plane R? is an essential part of the theory of functions of a complex
variable. In this case, a region is defined as an open connected subset of the plane. The
following theorem plays an important role in this theory.

Theorem 13.13: An open connected subset of the plane R? is arcwise connected.

HOMOTOPIC PATHS

Let f:I-X and g¢g:I-> X be two paths with the same initial point p € X and the
same terminal point ¢ € X. Then f is said to be homotopic to g, written f =g, if there
exists a continuous function

H:I’->X
such that
H(s,0) = f(s) H(0,t) = p
H(s,1) = g(s) H(1,t) = ¢q

as indicated in the adjacent diagram. We
then say that f can be continuously deformed
into g. The function H is called a homotopy
from f to ¢.

Example 9.1: Let X be the set of points between two concentric circles (called an annulus).

Then the paths f and ¢ in the diagram on the left below are homotopic, whereas
the paths f' and ¢’ in the diagram on the right below are not homotopie.

Example 9.2: Let f:I1—> X be any path. Then f~f, ie. f is homotopic to itself. For the
function H:12-> X defined by

. H(s,t) = f(s)
is a homotopy from f to f.

Example 93: Let f~g¢g and, say, H: 12> X is a homotopy from f to 9. Then the function

ﬁ: I2 > X defined by ~
H(s, t) = H(s,1—1¢)

is a homotopy from ¢ to f, and so g = f.

Example 94: Let f~g¢g and g ~hk; say, F:I2—> X is a homotopy from f to g and G: 2> X
is a homotopy from ¢ to k. The function H: 12> X defined by

F(s, 2¢) if 0=¢t=1
Gs,2t—1) if }=¢t=

is a homotopy from f to h, and so f =~ h. The homotopy H can be interpreted
geometrically as compressing the domains of ¥ and G into one square.

k

domain of G = g

______ -« domain of H

g9
domain of F ——a ﬂm r\ffm

H(s, t)
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The previous three relations imply the following proposition:

Proposition 13.14: The homotopy relation is an equivalence relation in the collection of
all paths from a to b.

SIMPLY CONNECTED SPACES

A path f:I- X with the same initial and terminal point, say f(0) = f(1) = p, is called
a closed path at p € X. In particular, the constant path e,:I-> X defined by eu(s) = p
is a closed path at p. A closed path f:I—=> X is said to be contractable to a point if it is
homotopic to the constant path.

A topological space is simply connected iff every closed path in X is contractable to a
point.
Example 101: An open disc in the plane R? is simply connected, whereas an annulus is not simply
connected since there are closed curves, as indicated in the diagram, that are not
contractable to a point.

simply connected not simply connected

Solved Problems

SEPARATED SETS
1. Show that if A and B are non-empty separated sets, then A U B ig disconnected.

Solution:
Since A and B are separated, ANB =0 and ANB =(. Let G= Bc and H = Ac. Then

G d H are o and
an ¢ Open an (AUB)NG = A and (AUB)NH = B

are non-empty disjoint sets whose union is A U B. Thus G and H form a disconnection of A U B,
and so A U B is disconnected.
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2.

Let G U H be a disconnection of A. Show that A N G and A N H are separated sets.

Solution:

Now A N G and A N H are disjoint; hence we need only show that each set contains no accumu-
lation point of the other, Let p be an accumulation point of A N G, and suppose p € A N H. Then
H is an open set containing p and so H contains a point of A N G distinet from p, ie. (ANG) N H # .
But

ANGHNANH) =9 = AnGNH
Accordingly, p&A N H.

Similarly, if p is an accumulation point of A N H, then p €A NG. Thus ANG and AN H
are separated sets.

Prove Theorem 13.1: A set A is connected if and only if A is not the union of two
non-empty separated sets.

Solution:

We show, equivalently, that A is disconnected if and only if A is the union of two non-empty
separated sets. Suppose A is disconnected, and let G U H be a disconnection of A. Then A is the
union of non-empty sets A N G and A N H which are, by the preceding problem, separated. On the
other hand, if A is the union of two non-empty separated sets, then A is disconnected by Problem 1.

CONNECTED SETS

4.

Let G U H be a disconnection of A and let B be a connected subget of A. Show that
either BNH = ¢ or BNG = (), and so either BC G or BC H.

Solution:
Now B C A, and so

ACGUH = BCGUH and GNHCAc = GnNHCB:

Thus if both BN G and B n H are non-empty, then G U H forms a disconnection of B. .But B is
connected; hence the conclusion follows.

Prove Proposition 13.2: If A and B are connected sets which are not separated, then
A U B is connected.
Solution:

Suppose A U B is disconnected and suppose G U H is a disconnection of A U B. Since 4 is a

connected subset of A UB, either A CG or A C H by the preceding problem. Similarly, either
BCGor BCH.

Now if ACG and BC H (or BC G and A C H), then, by Problem 2,
(AUuB)NnG = A and (AUB)NH = B

are separated sets. But this contradicts the hypothesis; hence either A UBc G or AUBCH,
and so G U H is not a disconnection of A U B. In other words, A U B is connected.

Prove: Let c4 = {A;} be a class of connected subsets of X such that no two members
of ¢4 are separated. Then B = U;A; is connected.

Solution:

Suppose B is not connected and G U H is a disconnection of B. Now each A; € ¢4 is connected
and so (Problem 4) is contained in either G or H and disjoint from the other., Furthermore, any two
members AieriQE 4 are not separated and so, by Proposition 13.2, Ai1 U Ai2 is connected; then
A’i U Aiﬁ is contained in G or H and disjoint from the other. Accordingly, all the members of eA,
and hence B = U;A4; must be contained in either G or H and disjoint from the other. But this
contradicts the fact that G U H is a disconnection of B; hence B is connected.
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7. Prove: Let ¢4 = {A:} be a class of connected subsets of X with a non-empty inter-
section. Then B = U;A; is connected.
Solution:

Since N;A; # @, any two members of o4 are not disjoint and so are not separated; hence, by
the preceding problem, B = U;A; is connected.

8. Let A be a connected subset of X and let A ¢ BC A. Show that B is connected and
hence, in particular, A is connected.
Solution:
Suppose B is disconnected and suppose G U H is a disconnection of B. Now A is a connected
subset of B and so, by Problem 4, either ANH =@ or ANG = Q; say, AnH = (. Then
He is a closed superset of A and therefore A C B C A C He. Consequently, BN H = (). But this
contradicts the fact that G U H is a disconnection of B; hence B is connected.

CONNECTED SPACES

9. Let X be a topological space. Show that the following conditions are equivalent:
(1) X is disconnected.
(ii) There exists a non-empty proper subset of X which is both open and closed.

Solution:
(i) = (ii): Suppose X = GU H where G and H are non-empty and open. Then & is a non-empty .
proper subset of X and, since G = H¢, G is both open and closed.

(ii) = (i): Suppose A is a non-empty proper subset of X which is both open and closed. Then Ac¢
is also non-empty and open, and X = A U A¢. Accerdingly, X is disconnected.

10. Prove Theorem 13.3: Let A be a subset of a topological space (X, T) and let T, be the
relative topology on A. Then A is T-connected if and only if A is T ,-connected.

Solution :

Suppose A is disconnected with G U H forming a T-disconnection of A. Now G,HE€ T and so
AnNnG AnNnH € T,., Accordingly, AnG and A N H form a T,-disconnection of A; hence A is
T ,-disconnected.

On the other hand, suppose A is T ,-disconnected, say G* and H* form a T ,-disconnection of A.
Then G*, H*€ T, and so

AGHET such that G¥*=ANG and H* = AnH

But ANG*r=ANANG=ANG and AnNnH* =ANAnNnH=AnNH

Hence G U H is a T-disconnection of A and so A is T-disconnected.

11. Let p,q € X. The subsets A,,...,An of X are said to form a simple (finite) chain
joining p to ¢ if A; (and only A:) contains p, A= (and only Ax) contains ¢, and
ANA; =9 iff i—j > 1.

Prove: Let X be connected and let <4 be an open cover of X. Then any pair of
points in X can be joined by a simple chain consisting of members of coA.
Solution:

Let p be any arbitrary point in X and let H consist of those points in X which can be joined

to p by some simple chain consisting of members of ef. Now H # (), since p € H. We claim that
H is both open and closed and so H = X since X is connected.
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12.

13.

Let h€H. Then 3G,...,G,E€cf which form a simple chain from - to p. But if
z € G\ Gy, then Gy, ...,G,, form a simple chain from « to p; and if y €G, N Gy, then G,,...,G,
form a simple chain from y to p, as indicated in the diagram below.

Thus G, is a subset of H, ie. A C G; C H. Hence H is a neighborhood of each of its points, and
so H is open.

Now let g € He. Since o4 is a cover of X, 3G € c4 such that g€ G, and G is open. If
GNH * @, 3h€GNHCH and so 3Gy,...,G,, €A forming a simple chain from 2 to p.
But then either G,Gy,...,G,, where we consider the maximum %k for which G intersects G,, or
Gy ---, G, form a simple chain from g to p, and so g € H, a contradiction. Hence G N H = @, and
s0 9 € G C He, Thus Hec is an open set, and so H¢ = H is closed.

Prove Theorem 13.7: Let E be a subset of the real line R containing at least two
points. Then F is connected if and only if F is an interval.
Solution:

Suppose E is not an interval; then

19, bEE, pEE such that a<p<b

Set G = (—=,p) and H = (p,*). Then e €G and b€ H, and hence ENG and E N H are
non-empty disjoint sets whose union is E. Thus E is disconnected.

Now suppose E is an interval and, furthermore, assume E is disconnected; say, G and H form a
disconnection of E. Set A = ENG and B =ENH, then E = A UB, Now A and B are non-
empty; say, a €A, be B, a<b and p = sup{A N[a, b]}. Since [a,b] is a closed set, p € [a,b]
and hence p € E.

Suppose pE€A = ENG. Then p <b and p € G. Since G is an open set

36§>0 such that pt+deEG and p+8<b

Hence p+8€ E and so p+ 35 € A. But this contradicts the definition of p, i.e. p = sup {4 N [a, b]}.
Therefore p € A.
On the other hand, suppose p € B = E n H. Then, in particular, p € H. Since H is an open set,

q5*>0 such that [p—6*p]CcH and a<p-— 8%

Hence [p—6%*, p]CE and so [p—8% p] CB. Accordingly, [p— &% pJNnA = (. But then
p— 8% is an upper bound for A N [a,b], which is impossible since p = sup {4 N [a, b]}. Hence
p &€ B. But this contradicts the fact that p € E, and so E is connected.

Prove (see Example 4.1): Let I = [0,1] and let f:I—>1I be continuous. Then Ap €]
such that f(p) = ».

Solution:
If f(0) =0 or f(1) =1, the theorem follows; hence we v

can assume that f(0) > 0 and f(1) < 1. Since f is continu- G ,
ous, the graph of the function -

F:I-R2 definedby F(x) = (x,f(x)) %
is also continuous. Vs

Set G = {(@w,n):x<y}, H = {z,y):y<z}; then //
0,f(0) € G, (1,f(1)y € H. Hence if F[I| does not contain a H
point of the diagonal y
A = {x,y):e=y} = RR\(GUH) / F[I]

then G U H is a disconnection of F[I]. But this contradicts x
the fact that F[I], the continuous image of a connected set, is /
connected; hence F[I| contains a point (p,p) €4, and so 4
f(p) = p.
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COMPONENTS
14. Show that every component E is closed.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Solution:
Now E is connected and so, by Problem 6, E is connected, E C E. But E, a component, is a
maximal connected set; hence E = E’, and so E is closed.

Prove: Let p€ X and let c4, = {A;} be the class of connected subsets of X con-
taining p. Furthermore, let C, = U;Ai. Then: (i) C, is connected. (ii) If B is a
connected subset of X containing p, then B C C,. (iii) C, is a maximal connected
subset of X, i.e. a component.

Solution:
(i) Since each A;Ec4, contains p, pE€ N;A; and so, by Preblem 7, C, = U;A; is connected.

(ii) If B is a connected subset of X containing p, then B € ¢4, and so BCC, = U{A4;: 4; € oA}

(iii) Let C, C D, where D is connected. Then p € D and hence, by (ii), D C C,; that is, C, = D.
Therefore C, is a component.

Prove Theorem 13.9: The components of X form a partition of X. Every connected
subset of X is contained in some component.
Solution:

Consider the class ¢ = {C,: p € X} where C, is defined as in the preceding problem. We claim
that C consists of the components of X. By the preceding problem, each C, €  is a component. On
the other hand, if D is a component, then D contains some point py € X and so D C Cpo' But D is a
component; hence D = Cpo'

We now show that ( is a partition of X. Clearly, X = U {C,: p € X}; hence we need only show
that distinct components are disjoint or, equivalently, if C, N Cy, # @, then C;, = Cy. Let a € C,n C,.
Then C, c C, and C, C C,, since C, and C, are connected sets containing a. But C, and C, are
components; hence C, =C, = C,.

Lastly, if £ is a non-empty connected subset of X, then E contains a point p, € X and so E C CPo
by the preceding problem. If E = @, then E is contained in every component.

Show that if X and Y are connected spaces, then X XY is connected. Hence a finite
product of connected spaces is connected.
Solution: .

Let p = (x,y)) and ¢ = (xy,¥yy) be any pair of points in XX Y. Now {x;} XY is homeo-
morphic to V¥ and is therefore connected. Similarly, X X {y,} is connected.

But {x} XY N X X{yy,} = {{x;,¥2)}; hence {x;} XY U X X{y,} is connected. Accordingly,
p and ¢ belong to the same component. But p and ¢ were arbitrary; hence X X Y has one component
and is therefore connected.

Prove Theorem 13.10: The product of connected spaces is connected, i.e. connectedness
is a product invariant property.
Solution:

Let {X;,:i1€I} be a collection of connected spaces and let X = J[;X; be the product space.
Furthermore, let p = (¢;:¢€I) € X and let E C X Dbe the component of p. We claim that every
point & = (x;,: 1€ I) € X belongs to the closure of E and hence belongs to E since E is closed.

Now let
G = H{Xi:iaéil,...,’im}XGt-IX .. XGlm

be any basic open set containing x € X. Now
H = H{{ai}:i%'l‘l,...,’im}x Xfl X s X.le
is homeomorphic to Xh X e X Xim and hence connected. Furthermore, p € H and so H is a subset

of E, the component of p. But G N H is non-empty; hence G contains a point of E. Accordingly,

x € E = E., Thus X has one component and is therefore connected.
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ARCWISE CONNECTED SETS

19.

20.

21.

22.

24.

Let f:I—- X be any path in X. Show that f|I], the range of f, is connected.

Solution:
I = [0,1] is connected and f is continuous; hence, by Theorem 135, fl1} is connected.

Prove: Continuous images of arcwise connected sets are arcwise connected.

Solution:

Let B C X be arcwise connected and let f: X =Y be continuous. We claim that f[E] is arcwise
connected. For let p,q € f[E], Then 3p* q* €E such that f(p*) =p and f(¢*) =¢q. But E is
arcwise connected and so

q apath 9:1->X such that 9(0) = p*, 9g(1) = ¢* and g[I|CE

Now the composition of continuous functions is continuous and so fog:I-=Y is continuous.
Furthermore, ] ]
foo0) = f(p*) = p, feog(l) =f(¢*)=q and fog|l] = flol]] C f[E]

Thus f[E]| is arcwise connected.

Prove Theorem 13.12: Every arcwise connected set 4 is connected.

Solution:
If A is empty, then 4 is connected. Suppose 4 is not empty; say, p € A. Now A4 is arcwise
connected and so, for each a € 4, there is a path f,: 1> A from p to a. Furthermore,

a € f,I] CA andso A = U{f[Il:a€ A}

But p € f4[I], for every a € A; hence N{f,[I]:a € A} is non-empty. Moreover, each f,[I] is
connected and so, by Problem 7, 4 is connected.

Prove: Let ¢4 be a class of arcwise connected subsets of X with a non-empty inter-
section. Then B = U{A:A4 € 4] is arcwise connected.
Solution:
Let a,b € B. Then
A A,4A, €A such that a€E A, bEA,

Now ¢4 has a non-empty intersection; say, pE€ N{A: A E€c4}. Then pE€ A, and, since 4, is
arcwise connected, there is a path f:I1->A,CB from a to p. Similarly, there is a path
g:I1-A, CB from p to b. The juxtaposition of the two paths (see Example 7.3) is a path from
a to b contained in B. Hence B is arcwise connected.

Show that an open disc D in the plane R? is arcwise connected.

Solution:
Let p = (ay, b)), ¢ = (@, by) € D. The function f:I - R? defined by

f(t) = (a/l + t(a/2 - al), bl + t(bz - bl))

is a path from p to ¢ which is contained in D. (Geometrically, f[I] is the line segment connecting
p and q.) Hence D is arcwise connected.

Prove Theorem 13.13: Let E be a non-empty open connected subset of the plane R2
Then FE is arcwise connected.

Solution:
Method 1.

Let p € E and let G consist of those points in E which can be joined to p by a path in E. We
claim that G is open. For let ¢ € G C E. Now E is open and so 3 an open disc D with center ¢
such that ¢ € D C E. But D is arcwise connected; hence each point « € D can be joined to ¢ which
can be joined to p. Hence each point # € D can be joined to p, and so ¢ € D C G. Accordingly,
G is open.
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Now set H = E\ G, i.e. H consists of those points in E which cannot be joined to E by a path
in E. We claim that H is open. For let ¢*€ HCE. Since E is open, 3 an open disc D* with
center ¢* such that ¢* € D* C E. Since D* is arcwise connected, each z € D* cannot be joined
to p with a path in E, and so ¢* € D* C H. Hence H is open.

But E is connected and therefore E cannot be the union of two non-empty disjoint open sets.
Then H = @, and so E = G is arcwise connected.

Method 2.
Since E is open, E is the union of open discs. But E is connected; hence, by Problem 11, 3 open
dises S;,..., S8, CE which form a simple chain joining any p € E to any q&€ E. Let a; be the

center of S; and let b, € S; N S, ;. Then the polygonal arc joining p to ¢, to b, to a,, etc., is contained
in the union of the dises and hence is contained in E. Thus E is arcwise connected.

TOTALLY DISCONNECTED SPACES

25. A topological space X is said to be totally disconnected if for each pair of points
p,q € X there exists a disconnection G U H of X with p € G and ¢ € H. Show that
the real line R with the topology T generated by the open closed intervals (a,b] is
totally disconnected.

Solution:

Let p,q€R; say, p<q. Then G = (—=,p] and H = (p,©) are open disjoint sets whose
union is R, i.e. G U H is a disconnection of R. But p€ G and g € H; hence (R, T) is totally dis-
connected.

26. Show that the set Q of rational numbers with the relative usual topology is totally
disconnected.

Solution:
Let p,q € Q; say, p < gq. Now there exists an irrational number a such that p <a <gq.

Set G = {r€@Q: 2<a} and H = {xr€Q: x> a}. Then GUH is a disconnection of Q,
and p€ G and ¢ € H. Thus Q is totally disconnected.

27. Prove: The components of a totally disconnected space X are the singleton subsets of X.

Solution:

Let E be a component of X and suppose p,¢q €EE with p * ¢q. Since X is totally disconnected,
there exists a disconnection G U H of X such that p€ G and g € H. Consequently, £ NG and
E N H are non-empty and so G U H is a disconnection of E. But this contradicts the fact that E is
a component and so is connected. Hence E consists of exactly one point.

LOCALLY CONNECTED SPACES
28. Prove: Let E be a component in a locally connected space X. Then E is open.

Solution:
Let p€ E. Since X is locally connected, p belongs to at least one open connected set G, But

E is the component of p; hence
pEG, CE and so E = U{G,: pEE)}

Therefore E is open, as it is the union of open sets.
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29.

30.

Prove: Let X and Y be locally connected. Then X X Y is locally connected.

Solution:
Now X is locally connected iff X possesses a base B consisting of connected sets. Similarly,
Y possesses a base B™ consisting of connected sets. But X X Y is a finite product; hence

(GXH: GE B, HE B+

is a base for the product space X X Y. Now each G X H is connected since G and H are connected.
In other words, X X Y possesses a base consisting of connected sets and so X X Y is locally connected.

Prove: Let {X;} be a collection of connected locally connected spaces. Then the
product space X = [[ X, is locally connected.

Solution:
Let G-be an open subset of X containing p = (¢;: ¢ €I) € X. Then there exists a member of
the defining base
B = G,-IX"' XGimXH{Xi:li#‘ih"'lim}

such that p €EB C G, and so a;, € Gik' Now each coordinate space is locally connected, and so there
exists connected open subsets Hik C Xik such that

a;, € Hi1 C Gil’ ey @, €H C Gim

Set H = H.‘lx M XHimXH{Xi:i#éiI’""im}

Since each X; is connected and each Hik is connected, H is also connected. Furthermore, H is open
and pE€E HC B CG. Accordingly, X is locally connected.

Supplementary Problems

CONNECTED SPACES

3L

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Show that if (X,T) is connected and T* <7, then (X, T%#) is connected.
Show that if (X, T) is disconnected and T < T%, then (X, T*) is disconnected.
Show that every indiscrete space is connected.

Show, by a counterexample, that connectedness is not a hereditary property.

Prove: If A, A,, ... is a sequence of connected sets such that A, and A, are not separated, A, and
A, are not separated, etc., then A, U A, U -+ is connected. :

Prove: Let E be a connected subset of a T';-space containing more than one element. Then E is infinite.

Prove: A topological space X is connected if and only if every non-empty proper subset of X has a
non-empty boundary.

COMPONENTS

38. Determine the components of a discrete space.

39. Determine the components of a cofinite space.

40. Show that any pair of components are separated.
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41. Prove: If X has a finite number of components, then each component is both open and closed.
42. Prove: If E is a non-empty connected subset of X which is both open an#l closed, then E is a component.

43. Prove: Let E be a component of ¥ and let f: X =Y be continuous. Then f~![E] is a union of
components of X. .

44. Prove: Let X be a compact space. If the components of X are open, then there are only a finite
number of them.

ARCWISE CONNECTED SETS

45. Show that an indiscrete space is arcwise connected.
46. Prove: The arcwise connected components of X form a partition of X.

47. Prove: Every component of X is partitioned by arcwise connected components.

MISCELLANEOUS PROBLEMS

48. Show that an indiscrete space is simply connected.
49. Show that a totally disconnected space is Hausdorff.

50. Prove: Let G be an open subset of a locally connected space X. Then G is locally connected.

51. Let A = {a,b} be discrete and let I = [0,1]. Show that the product space X =[] {4;: A, = A, i€ I}
is not locally connected. Hence locally connectedness is not product invariant.

52. Show that “simply connected” is a topological property.

53. Prove: Let X be locally connected. Then'X is connected if and only if there exists a simple chain of
connected sets joining any pair of points in X.



Chapter 14

Complete Metric Spaces

CAUCHY SEQUENCES

Let X be a metric space. A sequence (&, ...) in X is a Cauchy sequence iff for

every > 0,
An EN such that N, M >N > dan, am) < e

Hence, in the case that X is a normed space, (a.) is a Cauchy sequence iff for every ¢ > 0,

In €N suchthat #n,m>n 2 |jan—anl <e

Example 1.1: Let (a,) be a convergent sequence; say a, = p. Then (a,) is necessarily a Cauchy
sequence since, for every e > 0,

A n,EN such that n>ny > da,p) < Le
Hence, by the Triangle Inequality,
n, m > 7y ; d(am a/m) = d(a’nr P) + d(“’mx p) < %5+ 1}5 =€

In other words, (a,) is a Cauchy sequence.

We state the result of Example 1.1 as a proposition.

Proposition 14.1: Every convergent sequence in a metric space is a Cauchy sequence.
The converse of Proposition 14.1 is not true, as seen in the next example.

Example 1.2: Let X = (0,1) with the usual metric. Then (4, 4,1, ...) is a sequence in X which
is Cauchy but which does not converge in X.

Example 1.3: Let d be the trivial metric on any set X and let (a,) be a Cauchy sequence in (X, d).
Recall that d is defined by

dap = [0 ifa=b
©O T 1 if awb

Let e =1 Then, since (a,) is Cauchy, 3 ny € N such that

n,m>n, = d(a’m a’m) < % > ap = O
In other words, (a,) is of the form (a, a,, .. - Uy P> D5 Py ...), Le. constant from
some term on.

Example 1.4: Let (p;, p3, ...) be a Cauchy sequence in Euclidean m-space R™; say,

pr= (@ . al™), Py = (@l o, al™),

The projections of (p,) into each of the m coordinate spaces, i.e.,
(@M alP all ..y, o, (@™, af™ al™, L) (1)
are Cauchy sequences in R, for, let ¢ > 0. Since (p,) is Cauchy, 3 3 € N such that
rs>n, > dp,p)? = [P~ aP2+ - + [0 —almPR < 2

Hence, in particular,

)
rs>mn > |aV—alPiz<ee, ., [a™ —agM]2< 2

In other words, each of the m sequences in (7) is a Cauchy sequence.

195
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COMPLETE METRIC SPACES

Definition: | A meftric space (X, d) is complete if every Cauchy sequence (a,) in X converges

to a point p € X.

Example 21: By the fundamental Cauchy Convergence Theorem (see Page 52), the real line R
with the usual metric is complete.

Example 2.2: Let d be the trivial metric on any set X. Now (see Example 1.8) a sequence {(a,)
in X is Cauchy iff it is of the form (e, a,, .. Sy D DD ), which clearly con-

verges to p € X. Thus every trivial metric space is complete,

Example 2.3: The open unit interval X = (0,1) with the usual metric is not complete since
(see Example 1.2) the sequence (},4,1,...) in X is Cauchy but does not converge
to a point in X.

Remark: Examples 2.1 and 2.3 show that completeness is not a topological property:;
for R is homeomorphic to (0,1) even though R is complete and (0,1) is not.

Example 24: Euclidean m-space R™ is complete. For, let (p;, ps, ...} be a Cauchy sequence in

k™ Where (@8] (m) (1) (m)
plz(al )---)a'lm): p2:<a’2 r-"ra/2m>!

Then (see Example 1.4) the projections of (p,) into the m coordinate spaces are

Cauchy; and since R is complete, they converge:

(a/il)r aél)r N B bl’ RS} <a’§m)’a/£m)’ ) bm

Thus (p,) converges to the point q = (b,, ..., by) € R", since each of the m pro-
jections converges to the projection of q (see Page 169, Theorem 12.7).

PRINCIPLE OF NESTED CLOSED SETS

Recall that the diameter of a subset A of a metric space X, denoted by d(4), is defined
by d(A) = sup{d(a,a’): a,a’ € A} and that a sequence of sets, A4, 4, ..., is said to be
nested if A;D A,D -

The next theorem gives a characterization of complete metric spaces analogous to the
Nested Interval Theorem for the real numbers.

Theorem 14.2: A metric space X is complete if and only if every nested sequence of
non-empty closed sets whose diameters tend to zero has a non-empty

intersection.
In other words, if A1 D AsD .-+ are non-empty closed subsets of a complete metric
space X such that lim d(4,) = 0, then N;_, 4. #* ¢; and vice versa.

The next examples show that the conditions lim d(4,) = 0 and that the A; are
closed, are both necessary in Theorem 14.2. ne

Example 3.1: Let X be the real line R and let A, = [r,©). Now X is complete, the A, are closed,
and A} DA, D---. But N ; A, is empty. Observe that lim d(4,) = 0.

n =+ co

Example 3.2: Let X be the real line R and let A, = (0,1/#]. Now X is complete, 4, D 4, D -,
and lim d(A,) =0. But n;-, A, is empty. Observe that the A, are not closed.

N = 0

COMPLETENESS AND CONTRACTING MAPPINGS

Let X be a metric space. A function f:X > X is called a contracting mapping if
there exists a real number «, 0 =a <1, such that, for every p,q € X,

d(f(p), f(q)) = «d(p,q) < d(p,q)

Thus, in a contracting mapping, the distance between the images of any two points is
less than the distance between the points.
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Example 41: Let f be the function on Euclidean 2-space R2, i.e. f: R? > R?, defined by f(p) = 1p.
Then f is contracting, for

d(f(p), fl@)) = llIf® — f@Il = llip — 34l
= dllp—4qll = Ldpq
»
f(p)
flq) q

If X is a complete metric space, then we have the following “fixed point” theorem which
has many applicationg in analysis.

Theorem 14.3: If f is a contracting mapping on a complete metric space X, then there
exists a unique point p € X such that f(p)=1p.

COMPLETIONS

A metric space X* is called a completion of a metric space X if X* is complete and
X is isometric to a dense subset of X*.

Example 5.1: The set R of real numbers is a completion of the set Q of rational numbers, gince R
' is complete and Q is a dense subset of R,

We now outline one particular construction of a completion of an arbitrary metric
space X. Let C[X] denote the collection of all Cauchy sequences in X and let ~ be the
relation in C[X] defined by

(@n) ~(by)y iff  lim d(an, ba) = 0

7=+ 00

»

Thus, under “~” we identify those Cauchy sequences which “should” have the same

“limit”.
Lemma 144: The relation ~ is an equivalence relation in C[X].

Now let X* denote the quotient set C[X]/~, i.e. X* consists of equivalence classes [(ax)]
of Cauchy sequences (a.) € C[X]. Let e be the function defined by
e({an)], [ba)]) = lim d(a., bx)
where [(a.)], [(bn)] € X*. e

Lemma 14.5: The function e is well-defined, i.e. (an) ~ (a*) and (ba) ~ (by)y implies
lim d(a., b.) = lim d(a*, b¥).

N=r %

In other words, e does not depend upon the particular Cauchy sequence chosen to
represent any equivalence class. Furthermore,

Lemma 14.6: The function e is a metric on X*.
Now for each p € X, the sequence (p,p,p,...) € C[X], ie. is Cauchy. Set
= Up,p..)) and X = (p:peEX)
Then X is a subset of X*.

Lemma 14.7: X is isometric to )2', and X is dense in X*.

Lemma 14.8: Every Cauchy sequence in X* converges, and so X* is a completion of X.
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Lastly, we show that
Lemma 14.9: If Y* is any completion of X, then Y* is isometric to X*.

The previous lemmas imply the following fundamental result.

Theorem 14.10: Every metric space X has a completion and all completions of X are
isometric.

In other words, up to isometry, there exists a unique completion of any metric space.

BAIRE’S CATEGORY THEOREM

Recall that a subset A of a topological space X is nowhere dense in X iff the interior
of the closure of A is empty: )
int(4) = @

Example 6.1: The set Z of integers is a nowhere dense subset of the real line R. For Z is closed,

i.e. Z =12, and its interior is empty; hence
int(Z) = int(Z) = @
Similarly every finite subset of R is nowhere dense in R.

On the other hand, the set @ of rational numbers is not nowhere dense in R
since the closure of Q is R and so

int(@ = int(R) = R # 0

A topological space X is said to be of first category (or meager or thin) if X is the
countable union of nowhere dense subsets of X. Otherwise X is said to be of second
category (or non-meager or thick).

Example 6.2: The set Q of rational numbers is of first category since the singleton subsets {p}
of Q are nowhere dense in Q, and Q is the countable union of singleton sets.

In view of Baire’s Category Theorem, which follows, the real line R is of second
category.

Theorem (Baire) 14.11: Every complete metric space X is of second category.

COMPLETENESS AND COMPACTNESS

Let A be a subset of a metric space X. Now A is compact iff A is sequentially compact
iff every sequence (a,) in A has a convergent subsequence (a: ). But, by Example 1.1, (a:,)
is a Cauchy sequence. Hence it is reasonable to expect that the notion of completeness is
related to the notion of compactness and its related concept: total boundedness.

We state two such relationships:

Theorem 14.12: A metric space X is compact if and only if it is complete and totally
bounded.

Theorem 14.13: Let X be a complete metric space. Then A C X is compact if and only if
A is closed and totally bounded.

CONSTRUCTION OF THE REAL NUMBERS

The real numbers can be constructed from the rational numbers by the method
described in this chapter. Specifically, let Q be the set of rational numbers and let R be
the collection of equivalence classes of Cauchy sequences in Q:



CHAP. 14] COMPLETE METRIC SPACES 199

R = {l{awn]: {a.) is a Cauchy sequence in Q}
Now R with the appropriate metric is a complete metric space.

Remark: Let X be a normed vector space. The construction in this chapter gives us
a complete metric space X*. We can then define the following operations of
vector addition, scalar multiplication and norm in X* so that X* is, in fact, a
complete normed vector space, callel a Banach space:

() L@n] + Lba)] = Kan+ba]  (iD) klan] = Kkanl (iil) [[Kaall] = }Lrgollanll

Solved Problems

CAUCHY SEQUENCES

1. Show that every Cauchy sequence (a.) in a metric space X is totally bounded (hence
also bounded).
Solution:
Let ¢ > 0. We want to show that there is a decomposition of {a,} into a finite number of sets,
each with diameter less than e. Since (a,) is Cauchy, 3 n, € N such that

nm>n, > da,a,) <e

Accordingly, B = {“n0+1x Tp+ 2 ...} has diameter at most e« Thus {a}, ..., {ano},B is a finite
decomposition of {a,} into sets with diameter less than ¢, and so (a,) is totally bounded.

2. Let (a1, a2 ...) be a sequence in a metric space X, and let
Ay = {a,as ...}, Ay = {as0as ...}, As= {3 q,...},

Show that (a,) is a Cauchy sequence if and only if the diameters of the A, tend to zero,
ie. lim d(4,) = 0.

N=p 0

Solution:
Suppose (a,) is a Cauchy sequence. Let ¢ > 0. Then

A n€EN such that nMm> Ny P dlay, ay) <e

Accordingly, n>ny, 2 dld,) <e and so lim (A,;) =0
N =4 0

On the other hand, suppose lim d{4,) = 0. Let ¢> 0. Then
n = 00

2 ng €N suchthat d(AnOH) <e

Hence nM>N P Ay, Ay € Anoﬂ > dagan) <e

and so (a,) is a Cauchy sequence.

3. Let (aj,as ...) be a Cauchy sequence in X and let (a;,as,...) be a subsequence of
(az). Show that lim d(asa:;) = 0.

n=+ 0

Solution:
Let ¢ > 0. Since (a,) is a Cauchy sequence,

AnEN such that nm>n,—1 2 da,a,) <e

Now ino = n, > ny—1 and therefore d{ano, a/i,no) < e In other words, ’}1-130 d(a,, ain) = 0.
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4. Let (@i, as ...) be a Cauchy sequence in X and let (ai,ai,...) be a subsequence of
{(an)y converging to p € X. Show that (a.) also converges to p.

Solution:
By the Triangle Inequality, d(a,,p) = d(a,. ain) + d(a,in, p) and therefore

lim d{a,,p) = lim d{a,a;) + lim d(e; ,p)
n=+w% n-+ 0 n n=+ oo n
Since o D lim d(a,-n, p) = 0 and, by the preceding problem, lim d(an,ain) = 0. Then
n=r n -+ 00

lim d{a,,p) = 0 andso a,—p
n=-rco

5. Let (b, bs, ...) be a Cauchy sequence in a metric space X, and let (a;,a ...) be a
sequence in X such that d(as, bx) < 1/n for every n €N.
(i) Show that (a,) is also a Cauchy sequence in X.
(ii) Show that (a.) converges to, say, p € X if and only if (b.) converges to p.

Solution:
(i) By the Triangle Inequality,

d(@ms 0n) = @y, by) + by, b)) + d(by, ay)

Let ¢ > 0. Then 3 n; €N such that 1/n; < ¢/3. Hence
nm>n > dana,) < 3+ db,,b,) + 3

By hypothesis, (b, bs, . ..) is a Cauchy sequence; hence
I €N such that nm>ny, > db,,b,) <3

Set ny; = max {n;, ne}. Then
n,m > n, > d(am,a,n) < €/3 4 €/3+¢€/3 = ¢

Thus (a,) is a Cauchy sequence.

(i) By the Triangle Inequality, d(b,, p) = d(b,,qa,) + d(a,, p); hence
lim db,,p) = lim db,,a,) + lim (a, p)
n -+ o0 n=r o

7 -+ 0

But lim d(b,,a,) = lim (1/n) = 0. Hence, if a, > p, lim d(b,,p) = lim (a,,p) = 0 and so
N=r 00 n=-+%

n=-r % n=rco

(b,) also converges to p.

Similarly, if b, > p then a, — p.

COMPLETE SPACES
6. Prove Theorem 14.2: The following are equivalent: (i) X is a complete metric space.
(ii) Every nested sequence of non-empty closed sets whose diameters tend to zero has

a non-empty intersection.
Solution:

() = (i)
Let A{;DA;D +++ be non-empty closed subsets of X such that 1lim d(4,) = 0. We want to
n=+x

prove that N, A, * (. Since each A; is non-empty, we can choose a sequence
(@, Qo .+ .) such that a; €A, ay € Ay,

We claim that (a,) is a Cauchy sequence. Let ¢ > 0. Since lim d(4,) = 0,

n=+ %
dnEN such that d(AnO) <
But the A; are nested; hence
nm>n, » ApA4,C Any, = Gpam € A”o > da,, ap) < ¢

Thus (¢,) is Cauchy.
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Now X is complete and so (a,) converges to, say, p € X. We claim that p€ n, A,. Suppose

not, i.e. suppose
1 kEN such that p & A,

Since A) is a closed set, the distance between p and A4, is non-zero; say, d(p,Ar) = & > 0. Then
Ay and the open sphere S = S(p, 18) are disjoint. Hence

n>k 2 a, €4, > a,€S(p L9

This is impossible since @, 2 p. In other words, p € N, 4, and so N, A, is non-empty.

(i) = (i)

Let (a;,a, ...) be a Cauchy sequence in X. We want to show that (a,) converges. Set
Al = {0/1,0/2,...}, A2 = {32,0:3,_..},

ie. A, = {a,:n=k}. Then A, DA,D -+ and, by Problem 2, lim d(4,) = 0. Furthermore,
since d(A) = d(A), where A is the closure of 4, A, DA, D -+« is a sequence of non-empty closed
sets whose diameters tend to zero. Therefore, by hypothesis, N, /in #* (@; say, p€ N, A4,. We claim

that the Cauchy sequence (a,) converges to p.

Let « > 0. Since lim d(4) = 0,

n-»o0

AnEN such that d(l-lno) <€

and SO n > n() : a/n7p € Ano # d(an: p) <e

In other words, (a,) converges to p.

Let X be a metric space and let f: X > X be a contracting mapping on X, i.e. there
exists « €R, 0=« <1, such that, for every p,q € X, d(f(p), (@) = «d(p,q). Show
that f is continuous.

Solution:
We show that f is continuous at each point x; € X. Let > 0. Then

d(@, %) < e > d(f(@), f(x) = ad@, x)) = ae < ¢
and so f is continuous.

Prove Theorem 14.3: Let f be a contracting mapping on a complete metric space X, say

d(f(a), f(b)) = ad(a, D), Za<1
Then there exists one and only one point p € X such that f(p) = p.
Solution:
Let ay be any point in X. Set

a; = flag), ay = f@) = f2(ag), .-, G = f@nay) = fMag),
We claim that (a,, as, . ..) is 2 Cauchy sequence. First notice that
difs*t (ag), fH(ag)) = ad(fS+4=1(ag), fi~1(ag) = -+ = af d(f*(ay), ap)
= at[d(ag flag) + d(f(ag), f2(ag) + *=+ + d(f*~1(ag), f*(ay))]
But d(fi*! (ag), filag) = o' d(f(ay), ag) and so
d(fs*t (@), fi(ag) = atd(f(ag,ag) (1 + a+ a2+ -+ + as71)
= atd(f(ay), a) [1/(1— a)]

since 1+a+ a2+ - +a 1) = 1/(1—a).
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Now let ¢ > 0 and set

s = {e(l —a) if d(f(ag), a) = 0
e(1 — a)/d(f(ag), ag) if d(f(ag),aq) # 0
Since o < 1, A ny €N suchthat oa%<3$§

Hence if » = s > n,,
diag a) = o [1/(1— )] d(f(ag),ay) < 8[1/(1—a)]d(f(ag),ay) = e
and so (a,) is a Cauchy sequence.

Now X is complete and so (a,) converges to, say, p € X. We claim that f(p) = p; for f is con-
tinuous and hence sequentially continuous, and so

fp) = f< Tim an) = lim fla) = lim @,y = p

N =+ 0 n=+ 0 = 0

Lastly, we show that p is unique. Suppose f(p) =p and f(q) = ¢q; then

d(p,q) = d(f(p), flg)) = «d(p,q)
But a < 1; hence d(p,q) = 0, i.e. p = q.

COMPLETIONS

9. Show that (a,) ~ (b,) if and only if they are both subsequences of some Cauchy
sequence (Cn).

Solution:
Suppose (a,) ~ (b,), i.e. lim d(a, b,) = 0. Define (¢,) by
N =+ 0O
. = Qiyn if n is even
" byn+1y if nisodd

Thus (¢,) = (by,ay, by, as, ...). We claim (¢,;) is a Cauchy sequence. For, let ¢ > 0; now
I n €N suchthat mn>n 2 da,,ae,) < e
I n, €N  suchthat m,n>ny, Z d(by,b,) < Le
3 ng €N such that n>ng P day,b,) < Le

Set ny = max (ny, ny, ng). We claim that

m,m>2n, > dc, ¢,) <e

Note that m>2ny, > dm>mnng Hm+1) > nymng

Thus MM even D Cm = Gumy Cn = Grgn D> A(Cmy €,) < e < e
m,n odd :é Cm — b%(m+]), Cp = b%(n+l) :> d(Cm, Cn) < -%—G < e

meven, nodd =  Cp = Gums € = by D
d(Cms €n) = A@yums brgm) + Aspms bryn+1)) < '%‘ + '-5'5 =«

and so (¢,) is a Cauchy sequence.

Conversely, if there exists a Cauchy sequence (¢,) for which (a,) = (e;) and (b,) = (Ck,)» then

lim d(a'n) bn) = gi-{r:o d(cjn,ckn) =0

n=+ 00

since (¢,) is Cauchy and n — « implies j,, k, =~ =.

10. Prove Lemma 14.5: The function e is well-defined, i.e. (@) ~ (@* and (ba) ~ (b
implies lim d(a., b,) = lim d(a*,by).

n=—+ % n=+ 00

Solution:
Set » = lim d(a,, b,) and »* = lim d(a’,b;), and let ¢> 0. Note that
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11.

12.

13.

14.

d(@n, b)) = d(a,,af) + d(ag, bF) + d(b3, b,)

Now AnEN such that n>n > da, a¥) < e3
A nEN such that n>ny, > d(by, b)) < /3
A ngE€EN such that n>ng > |d(a:,b:‘) — | < ¢/3

Accordingly, if n > max (ng, ny, ng), then

d(a,, b,) < r7* + ¢ and so lim d(a,,b,) = r = 7* + ¢

n=-r X
But this inequality holds for every e > 0; hence r = r*. In the same manner we may show that
r* = p; thus r = r*.

Let (a,) be a Cauchy sequence in X.A Show that « = [(a.)] € X* is the limit of the
sequence <a1,62, ...y in X. (Here X = {55 =Ko, pp, .. 0] 0 € X})

Solution:
Since (a,} is a Cauchy sequence in X,

lim e(&m,a) = lim <1im d(am,an)> = lim d(a,,a,) = 0
™=+ Q M = n =+ o M= =
P =3 0

Accordingly, (En) - a,

Prove Lemma 14.7: X is isometric to )?, and X is dense in X*.

Solution:
For every p,q € X, A
e(p,q) = lim d(p,q) = d(p, 9

N o
and so X is isometric to X. We show that X is dense in X* by showing that every point in X* is the
limit of a sequence in X. Let a = [{(@y,as ...)] be an arbitrary point in X*. Then (a,) is a Cauchy
sequence in X and so, by the preceding problem, o« is the limit of the sequence (31, 62, ...y in )?
Thus 52' is dense in X*,

Prove Lemma 14.8: Every Cauchy sequence in (X*,e) converges, and so (X*e) is a
completion of X.

Solution: A~
Let (ay,a@s, ...) be a Cauchy sequence in X*. Since X is dense in X*, for every =n € N,

313,€X suchthat e(8,,q,) < 1/n

Then (Problem 5) (51, 62, ...} is also a Cauchy sequence and, by Problem 12, (31, 32, ...} converges
to 8 = [(ay,ay --.)] € X*. Hence (Problem 5) (a,) also converges to B8 and therefore (X*,e) is
complete.

Prove Lemma 14.9: If Y* is a completion of X, then Y* ig isometric to X*.
Solution:

We can assume X is a subspace of Y*. Hence, for every p € Y*, there exists a sequence
(ay,@s, ...y in X converging to p; and in particular, (a,) is a Cauchy sequence. Let f:Y* > X* bhe

defined by
fp) = Key,ay .. 0]

Now if (al*,az*, ...y € X also converges to p, then

lim d(an,a:) =0 and so [ay] = Kan]
n=r &0
In other words, f is well-defined.
Furthermore, f is onto. For if [(b}, by, ...)] € X*, then (b, by, ...) is a Cauchy sequence in
X Cc Y* and, since Y* is complete, (b,) converges to, say, ¢ € Y*. Accordingly, f(q) = [(b,)]
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Now let p,q € Y* with, say, sequences (a,) and (b,) in X converging, respectively, to p and q.
Then

o) f@) = el (6D = lim diay, b) = d( lim o lim b ) = dino

N =+ 0

Consequently, f is an isometry between Y* and X*.

BAIRE’S CATEGORY THEOREM

15.

Let N be a nowhere dense subset of X. Show that N¢ is dense in X.

Solution: _
Suppose N¢ is not dense in X, i.e. 3 pE€ X and an open set G such that

PEG and GNNe = ¢

Then p€ GCN and so p€ int(N). But this is impossible since N is nowhere dense in X, i.e.
int(N) = . Therefore N¢ is dense in X.

16. Let G be an open subset of the metric space X and let N be nowhere dense in X. Show

17.

that there exist p € X and § >0 such that S(p,8) CG and S(p,8§) NN = O.

Solution:

Set H = Gn Ne. Then HC G and Hn N = (. Furthermore, H is non-empty since G is
open and N¢ is dense in X; say, p € H. But H is open since G and N¢ are open; hence 38§ >0 such
that S(p,s) C H. Consequently, S(p,8) C G and S(p,s) "N = Q.

Prove Theorem 14.11: Every complete metric space X is of second category.

Solution:
Let M C X and let M be of first category. We want to show that M #* X, i.e. I p€ X such
that p & M. Since M is of first category, M = N, U N, U +-- where each N; is nowhere dense in X.

Since N, is nowhere dense in X, 3a,€X and 8§, >0 such that S(a,8§)N N, = @. Set
¢, = 8§,/2. Then

S(ape) NNy = 0
Now S(a;,¢,) is open and N, is nowhere dense in X, and so, by Problem 186,
3 Qg eX and 82 >0 such that S(az, 82) C S(al, Gl) C S(al, Gl) and S((Lg, 82) N N2 = @

Set €9 = 82/2 = 51/2 = 81/4. Then

S(as, €9) C S(ay, ) and S(ag, ) N Ny = @

Continuing in this manner, we obtain a nested sequence of closed sets

S(ay, €) O S(ag ) O Sag,ez) O -+
such that, for every n € N, S(a,,e,) "N, = @ and e = §,/27

Thus lim ¢, = lim §,/2* = 0 and so, by Theorem 14.2,

N=r 0 n=+x

IpEX suchthat »p € N2 S(a,«)

Furthermore, for every n € N, p& N, and so p & M.

COMPLETENESS AND COMPACTNESS

18.

Show that every compact metric space X is complete.
Solution:
Let (@, a5 ...) be a Cauchy sequence in X. Now X is compact and so sequentially compact;

hence (a,) contains a subsequence (a;l, Qigy -+ ) which converges to, say, p € X. But (Problem 4)

(a,) also converges to p. Hence X is complete.
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19.

20.

21

Let E be a totally bounded subset of a metric space X. Show that every sequence
(@) in K contains a Cauchy subsequence.

Solution:

Since FE is totally bounded, we can decompose E into a finite number of subsets of diameter less
than ¢ = 1. One of these sets, call it A,, must contain an infinite number of the terms of the

sequence; hence
1{ EN such that a; € A,

Now A, is totally bounded and can be deconiposed into a finite number of subsets of diameter
less than e = 1. Similarly, one of these sets, call it 4,, must contain an infinite number of the
terms of the sequence; hence

3, €N  such that > 17 and @¢;, € A,
Furthermore, A, C A ;.

We continue in this manner and obtain a nested sequence of sets
E>2A; DA, D -+ with dA,)<1/n

and a subsequence (CL of (a,) with a;, € A,. We claim that (@) is a Cauchy sequence.

For, let ¢ > 0; then
I n,EN suchthat 1/r;<e andso d(AnO) < e

Therefore Ty by > i”o > @, @ e An0 > d(“im’d"n) < e

‘m

Prove Theorem 14.12: A metric space X is compact if and only if X is complete and
totally bounded.

Solution:
Suppose X is compact. Then, by Problem 15, X is complete and, by Lemma 11.17, Page 158,
X is totally bounded.

On the other hand, suppose X is complete and totally bounded. Let (ay,a;,...) be a sequence
in X. Then, by the preceding problem, (a,) contains a Cauchy subsequence (“"n) which converges
since X is complete. Thus X is sequentially compact and therefore compact.

Prove Theorem 14.13: Let A be a subset of a complete metric space X. Then the
following are equivalent: (i) A is compact. (ii) A is closed and totally bounded.
Solution:

If A is compact, then by Theorem 11.5 and Lemma 11.17 it is closed and totally bounded.

Conversely, suppose A is closed and totally bounded. Now a closed subset of a complete space is
complete, and so A is complete and totally bounded. Hence, by the preceding problem, A is compact.
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Supplementary Problems

COMPLETE METRIC SPACES

22. Let (X,d) be a metric space and let ¢ be the metric on X defined by e(a,b) = min {1, d(a, b)}. Show
that (a,) is a Cauchy sequence in (X, d) if and only if (a,) is a Cauchy sequence in (X, ¢).

23. Show that every finite metric space is complete.
24, Prove: Every closed subspace of a complete metric space is complete.
25. Prove that Hilbert Space (l;-space) is complete.

26. Prove: Let B(X,R) be the collection of bounded real-valued functions defined on X with norm

Il = sup{lf@): « € X}
Then B(X, R) is complete.

27. Prove: A metric space X is complete if and only if every infinite totally bounded subset of X has an
accumulation point.

28. Show that a countable union of first category sets is of first category.

29. Show that a metric space X is totally bounded if and only if every sequence in X contains a Cauchy
subsequence.

30. Show that if X is isometric to ¥ and X is complete, then Y is complete.

MISCELLANEQUS PROBLEM

31. Prove: Every normed vector space X can be densely embedded in a Banach space, i.e. a complete
normed vector space. (Hint: See Remark on Page 199).



Chapter 15

Function Spaces

FUNCTION SPACES

Let X and Y be arbitrary sets, and let #(X,Y) denote the collection of all functions
from X into Y. Any subcollection of #(X,Y) with some topology T is called a function
space.

We can identify #(X,Y) with a product set as follows: Let Y. denote a copy of Y
indexed by x € X, and let F denote the product of the sets Y., i.e.,
F = H {YJ: A X}
Recall that F consists of all points p = (@.: x € X) which assign to each x € X the element
a: € Y.=Y, ie. Fconsists of all functions from X into Y, and so F = F(X,Y).

Now for each element xr € X, the mapping e. from the function set #(X,Y) into Y
defined by
e(f) = f(x)

is called the evaluation mapping at x. (Here f is any function in #(X,Y), ie. f: X->7Y.)
Under our identification of #(X,Y) with F, the evaluation mapping e, is precisely the
projection mapping =, from F into the coordinate space Y.=Y.

Example 1.1:  Let #(I,R) be the collection of all real-valued 4
functions defined on I = [0,1], and let
f,9,h € F(I,R) be the functions

3_
fle) = «2, g(x) = 20 + 1, h(x) = sinzrx g
Consider the evaluation function ¢;: #(I, R)~R .
at, say, 7 = 4. Then /
| 6 = 16 = i) = N ,

ei(9) = g() = 9(}) =
ej(h) = h(j) = M) =

Ll I 2

Graphically, e;(f), ¢;(g) and e;(h) are the points
where the graphs of f, g and h intersect the
vertical line R; through « = j.

POINT OPEN TOPOLOGY

Let X be an arbitrary set and let Y be a topological space. We first investigate
the product topology T on F(X,Y) where we identify 7(X,Y) with the product set
F= H {Y.: 2 € X} as above. Recall that the defining subbase ~f of the product topology
on F consists of all subsets of F of the form

m [G] = {f: ma(f) €G)

where zo € X and G is an open subset of the coordinate space Y. =Y. But = (f) =
ez,(f) = f(xo), where e is the evaluation mapping at xo € X. Hence the defining subbase
of of the product topology T on F(X,Y) consists of all subsets of ¥#(X,Y) of the form

207
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{f: f(xo) € G}, 1.e, all functions which map an arbitrary point z, € X into an arbitrary
open set G of Y. We call this product topology on F(X,Y), appropriately, the point open
topology.

Alternatively, we can define the point open topology on F(X,Y) to be the coarsest
topology on F(X,Y) with respect to which the evaluation functions e,: F(X,Y)> Y are
continuous, This definition corresponds directly to the definition of the product topology.

Example 21: Let T be the point open topology on
F(I,R) where I = [0,1]. As above, mem-
bers of the defining subbase of T are of G
the form )
{f: 0y € G}

where j, € I and G is an open subset of R.
Graphically, the above subbase element

consists of all functions passing through 0 - 1
the open set G on the vertical real line R Jo
through the point j, on the horizontal axis.
Recall that this is identical to the subbase
element of the product space

X = JI{R;:ien
illustrated in Chapter 12, Page 170.

Example 2.2: If A is a subset of a product space
[T{X;:7€1I}, then A is a subset of the

product of its projections, i.e.

A cJl{=[A]l:i€l}

(as indicated in the diagram). | ‘ I

—_— ) |

Thus A C [[{r[A]|:7{€I} where [ |

7] TI{miA): i€ D)

7[A] is the closure of 7;[A]. Accordingly, (4]
if e4 = e4(X,Y) is a subcollection of
F(X,Y), then

A Cll{m[A]:x€ X} = [llefed]:xeEX)

and e,led] = {f(x): f €cA}. By the Tychonoff Product Theorem, if {f(z):z € X)
is compact for every x € X, then [] {7 [c4]: 2 € X} is a compact subset of the
product space [[{Y,: 2 € X}.

Recall that a closed subset of a compact set is compact. Hence the result of Example 2.2
implies ‘
Theorem 15.1: Let ¢4 be a subcollection of F(X,Y). Then o4 is compact with respect
to the point open topology on F(X,Y) if (i) ¢4 is a closed subset of
F(X,Y) and (ii) for every x € X, {f(x):f €A} is compact in Y.

In the case that Y is Hausdorff we have the following stronger result:

Theorem 15.2: Let Y be a Hausdorff space and let <4 C F(X,Y). Then ¢4 is compact
with respect to the point open topology if and only if <4 is cloged and,
for every x € X, {f(x):f€ 4} is compact.

POINTWISE CONVERGENCE

Let (fi,fs, ...) be a sequence of functions from an arbitrary set X into a topological
space Y. The sequence (f») is said to converge pointwise to a function ¢g: X~ Y if, for
every &, X,

(f1(x0), f2(x0), . ..) converges to g(xo), i.e. lim fa(xo) = g(x0)

n =+
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In particular, if Y is a metric space then (f,) converges pointwise to ¢ iff for every ¢> 0
and every x, € X,

3 no=no(xo,e) EN  suchthat n>n, > d(fa(xo), g(x0)) < e
Note that the no depends upon the ¢ and also upon the point .

Example 3.1: Let (f;,f, ...) be the sequence of functions
from I = [0,1| into R defined by 19

fl(m) =, fQ(m) = ﬂ’}2, fS(w) - w3) cae

Then (f,) converges pointwise to the function

g:1-> R defined by fy
*
@ - [0 fo=a<1 Ty .
T ite=1 Fs
Observe that the limit function g is not con- 0 7 Y

tinuons even though each of the functions f;
is continuous.

The notion of pointwise convergence is related to the point open topology as follows:
Theorem 15.3: A sequence of functions (fi,f2 ...) in F(X,Y) converges to g € F(X,Y)
with respect to the point open topology on ¥(X,Y) if and only if (f.)

converges pointwise to g.

In view of the above theorem, the point open topology on F(X,Y) is also called the
topology of pointwise convergence.

Remark: Recall that metrizability is not invariant under uncountable products; there-
fore, the topology of pointwise convergence of real-valued functions defined
on [0,1] is not a metric topology. The theory of topological spaces, as a
generalization of metric spaces, was first motivated by the study of pointwise
convergence of functions.

UNIFORM CONVERGENCE

Let (f1,f2,...) be a sequence of functions from an arbitrary set X into a metric space
(Y,d). Then (f.) is said to converge uniformly to a function ¢g: X » Y if, for every > 0,

Ano=1ne) EN suchthat n>n, > d([f.(x),g9@)) <e Yo eEX

In particular, (f.) converges pointwise to g; that is, uniform convergence implies pointwise
convergence. Observe that the n, depends only on the ¢, whereas, in pointwise convergence,
the no, depends on both the ¢ and the point .

In the case where X is a topological space, we have the following classical result:

Proposition 154: Let (fi, f2, ...) be a sequence of continuous functions from a topological
space X into a metric space Y. If (f,) converges uniformly to g: X > Y,
then ¢ is continuous.

Example 4.1: Let fy,f;, ... be the following continuous functions from I = [0,1] into R:
f1(@) ==, fy(@) = 2, fi(x) = a3, ..

Now, by Example 3.1, (f,) converges pointwise to g: I — R defined by

@ - [0 ifo=e<i
9@ = V) i w=1

Since g is not continuous, (f,) does not converge uniformly to g.
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Example 4.2:  Let {f,, fs, . ..) be the following sequence of functions in (R, R):

(1-L i wi<n
n

fnlw) = |0 if |z] =7
Now (f,) converges pointwise to the con- = —————— Y
stant function g(x) = 1. But (f,) does not /\
converge uniformly to g. For, let ¢ = 1. "
Note that, for every =n € N, there exist
points x, €R with f,(%;) =0 and so - "

‘fn(wo) - g(ﬁ’;o)‘ =1>e
Let B(X,Y) denote the collection of all bounded functions from an arbitrary set X
into a metric space (Y, d), and let e be the metric on B(X, Y) defined by
e(f,9) = sup {d(f(x),9(x)): x € X}

This metric has the following property:

Theorem 15.5: Let (fi,f2 ...) be a sequence of functions in B(X,Y). Then (f.) converges
to g € B(X,Y) with respect to the metric e if and only if (f.) converges
uniformly to g.

In view of the above theorem, the topology on B(X,Y) induced by the above metric is
called the topology of uniform convergence.

Remark: The concept of uniform convergence defined in the case of a metric space Y
cannot be defined for a general topological space. However, the notion of
uniform convergence can be generalized to a collection of spaces, called uniform
spaces, which lie between topological spaces and metric spaces.

THE FUNCTION SPACE ([0,1]

The vector space ([0, 1] of all continuous functions from I = [0,1] into R with norm

defined b
smen Il = sup{f@):z€D

is one of the most important funection spaces in analysis. Note that the above norm
induces the topology of uniform convergence.

Since I = [0,1] is compact, each f &€ ([0,1| is untformly continuous; that is,
Proposition 15.6: Let f:[0,1]> R be continuous. Then for every «> 0,

35=258()>0 suchthat xo—a| <8 > |f(xo)—f(as)| <e

Uniform continuity (like uniform convergence) is stronger than continuity in that the
8 depends only on ¢ and not on any particular point.

One consequence of Proposition 15.4 follows:

Theorem 15.7: ([0,1] is a complete normed vector space.

We shall use the Baire Category Theorem for complete metric spaces to prove the
following interesting result:

Proposition 15.8: There exists a continuous function f:[0,1]> R which is nowhere
differentiable.

Remark:  All the results proven here for ([0, 1] are also true for the space (fa, b] of all
continuous functions on the closed interval [a, b].
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UNIFORM BOUNDEDNESS

In establishing necessary and sufficient conditions for subsets of function spaces to be
compact, we are led to the concepts of uniform boundedness and equicontinuity which are
interesting in their own right.

A collection of real valued functions c4 = {f,: X > R} defined on an arbitrary set X
is said to be uniformly bounded if

A MeR suchthat [f(z))=M, Vf€cA, VzeEX

That is, each function f € ¢4 is bounded and there is one bound which holds for all of
the functions.

In particular if <4 C ([0,1], then uniform boundedness is equivalent to

AMeR suchthat [f|=M, Vf€cA
or, cA is a bounded subset of ([0, 1].
Example 5.1:  Let ¢4 be the following subset of F(R, R):
ed = {fj(x) =sinz, fy(®) = sin 2z, ...}

Then 4 is uniformly bounded. For, let M = 1; then, for every f € ¢4 and every -
x €ER, [f(x)) =M. See Fig. (¢) below.

1_4 f3

fs fa

3 fS

fo f1

fa

f1

4-1

Fig. () Fig. (b)

Example 52: Let o4 C (C[0,1] be defined as follows (see Fig. (b) above):
C‘/q = {fl(w) - w’ f?(w) = 2xr fS(w) - Bwr . '}

Although each function in ([0,1], and in particular in 4, is bounded, ¢4 is not
uniformly bounded. For if M is any real number, however large, A ny € N with
ny > M and hence fno(l) =ny > M.

EQUICONTINUITY. ASCOLT'S THEOREM
A collection of real-valued functions <4 = (fi: X > R} defined on an arbitrary metric
space X is said to be equicontinuous if for every > 0,
35=25()>0 suchthat d(xo,x:) <8 > [f(o)—f(®1) <e VfEA
Note that § depends only on ¢ and not on any particular point or function. It is clear that
each f € ¢4 is uniformly continuous.

Theorem (Ascoli) 15.9: Let ¢4 be a closed subset of the function space ([0,1]. Then 4
is compact if and only if ¢4 is uniformly bounded and equi-
continuous.

COMPACT OPEN TOPOLOGY

Let X and Y be arbitrary sets and let A C X and BC Y. We shall write F(4,B) for
the class of functions from X into Y which carry A into B:

F(A,B) = {f€F(X,Y): f[A] C B)
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Example 6.1: Let ~f be the defining subbase for the point open topology on F(X,Y). Recall that
the members of of are of the form

{(feF(X,Y): fx) €GF}, where * € X, G an open subset of Y
Following the above notation, we denote this set by F(z, @) and we can then define

o by
o = {F® G :2€X, GCY open}

Now let X and Y be topological spaces and let <4 be the class of compact subsets of
X and G be the class of open subsets of Y. The topology T on F(X,Y) generated by

J = (F(A,G): A€cA, GEG)
is called the compact open topology on F(X,Y), and of is a defining subbase for T.

Since singleton subsets of X are compact, of contains the members of the defining
subbase for the point open topology on F(X,Y). Thus:

Theorem 15.10: The point open topology on F(X,Y) is coarser than the compact open
topology on F'(X, Y).
Recall that the point open topologyv is the coarsest topology with respect to which the
evaluation mappings are continuous. Hence,

Corollary 15.11: The evaluation functions e.: F(X,Y)—>Y are continuous relative to
the compact open topology on (X, Y).

TOPOLOGY OF COMPACT CONVERGENCE

Let (fi,fs,...) be a sequence of functions from a topological space X into a metric
space (Y,d). The sequence (f,) is said to converge uniformly on compacta to g: X ->Y if
for every compact subset E C X and every > 0,

A no=noE,e) EN suchthat n>mno > d(fu(z),9() <e¢ Ve EE

In other words, (f») converges uniformly on compacta to g iff, for every compact subset
E C X, the restriction of (f,) to E converges uniformly to the restriction of g to E, i.e,

(f1|E, f2|E, ...) converges uniformly to g¢|E

Now uniform convergence implies uniform convergence on compacta and, since singleton
sets are compact, uniform convergence on compacta implies pointwise convergence.

Example 7.1:  Let (f,, fs, ...) be the sequence in F(R,R) defined by

1
1 ——|x if |z|<n
fa@) = { wll I

0 if || =n

Now (f,) converges pointwise to the constant function g(x) =1 but (f,) does not
converge uniformly to g (see Example 4.2). However, since every compact subset
E of R is bounded, (f,) does converge uniformly on compacta to g.
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Theorem 15.12: Let C(X,Y) be the collection of continuous functions from a topological
space X into a metric space (Y,d). Then a sequence of functions (f,) in
C(X,Y) converges to g € C(X,Y) with respect to the compact open
topology if and only if (f») converges uniformly on compacta to g.

In view of the preceding theorem, the compact open topology is also called the topology
of compact convergence.

FUNCTIONALS ON NORMED SPACES

Let X be a normed vector space (over R). A real-valued function f with domain X, i.e.
f: X—>R, is called a functional.

A functional f on X is linear if
() f(x+y) =flx)+f(y), Yae,y € X, and (i) f(kx)=Ek[f(x)], Vo€ X, L ER

A linear functional f on X is bounded if
I M>0 suchthat |f(z)|=M]|z|, VeeX
Here M is called a bound for f.

Example 8.1: Let X be the space of all continuous real-valued functions on [a, b] with norm
IIfl]| = sup{|f(®)|: « € [a,b]}, i.e. X = (la,b]. Let I: X >R be defined by

b
1) = f f(t) di

Then I is a linear functional; for

b
i = [ vorsma = [Tina + (Tgoa = )+

a

b
) = o = f KfO)dt = k f fd = kI
Furthermore, M = b—a is a bound for I since

b
) = f fod = Mswllieh = M

Proposition 15.13: Let f and g be bounded linear functionals on X and let # € R. Then
f+g and k- f are also bounded linear functionals on X.

Thus (by Proposition 8.14, Page 119) the collection X* of all bounded linear functionals
on X is a linear vector space.

Proposition 15.14: The following function on X* is a norm:
1fll = sup {|f(@)|/||=] : 0}

Observe that if M is a bound for f, ie. |f(x)|= M]|lx|, Y2 €X, then in particular,
for x40, |f(x)/||x]|=M and so ||f||=M. In fact, ||f|| could have been defined equiva-

lently b
A If|l = inf {M: M is a bound for f)

Remark: The normed space of all bounded linear functionals on X is called the dual
space of X.
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Solved Problems

POINTWISE CONVERGENCE, POINT OPEN TOPOLOGY

1.

Let (f1,fs ...) be the sequence of functions in ¥(I,R), 2n——
where I = [0,1], defined by }
dnix if 0=x=1/2n I
fa®) = < —4dn2x+4n if 12n<x<1/n {
0 if I/n=2=1 {
Show that (f») converges pointwise to the constant func- :
tion g(x)=0. 11 1
Solution: oo

Now f,(0) = 0 for every €N, and so lim f,(0) = g(0) = 0. On the other hand, if z, > 0,
then 37, €N such that 1/n, < z,; hence "77

n>ny > fulag) =0 > 7}1_1:’:0 fa(@g) = g(xy) = 0

Thus (f,) converges pointwise to the zero function.

1 1
Observe that J fa(®)de = 1, for every m €N, and f gx)yde = 0
0 0

Thus, in this case, the limit of the integrals does not equal the integral of the limit, i.e.,
1 1
lim folx) de # f lim f,(x) dz
0 N =+ 00

n-+x 0

Let C(I, R) denote the clasg of continuous real valued functions on 7 = {0,1] with norm

i = J el

Give an example of a sequence (fi,fs, ...) in C(/,R) such that f.— g in the above
norm but (f.) does not converge to g pointwise.

Solution:
Let (f,) be defined by f,(x) = 2. Then
1
lim ||f,]] = lim f gndey = lim 1/(n+1) = 0
N =+ 0 n =+ 0

n=+»

Hence (f,) converges to the zero function g(x) =0 in the above norm. On the other hand, (,)
converges pointwise (see Example 3.1) to the function f defined by f(x)=0 if 0=2<1 and
f()=1 if =1 Note f+#g.

Show that if Y is T, Ts regular, or connected, then ¥(X,Y) with the point open
topology also has that property.

Solution:

Since the point open topology on F(X,Y) is the product topology, #(X,Y) inherits any product
invariant property of Y. By previous results, the above properties are product invariant.
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4. Prove Theorem 15.2: Let Y be Hausdorff and let c4 be a subset of F(X,Y) with the
point open topology. Then the following are equivalent: (i) 4 is compact. (ii) 4 is
closed and {f(x):f € A4} is compact in Y, for every z € X.

Solution:

By Theorem 15.1, (ii} = (i) and so we need only show that (i) = (ii). Since Y is Hausdorff
and T, is product invariant, #(X, Y) is also Hausdorff. Now by Theorem 11.5 a compact subset of a
Hausdorff space is closed; hence <4 is closed. Furthermore, each evaluation map e,: F(X,Y)=>Y is
continuous with respect to the point open topology; hence, for each z € X,

erled] = {f(x): f €A}

is compact in Y and, since Y is Hausdorff, closed. In other words, {f(z):f€ 4} = {f(z):f € A4}
is compact.

5. Prove Theorem 15.3: Let T be the point open topology on F(X,Y) and let (fi,fs, ...)
be a sequence in ¥(X,Y). Then the following are equivalent: (i) (f.) converges to
g € F(X,Y) with respect to T. (ii) (f,) converges pointwise to g.
Solution:
Method 1.

We identify #(X,Y) with the product set F = [[{Y,:2 € X} and T with the product topology.
Then by Theorem 12.7 the sequence (f,) in F converges to g € F if and only if, for every projection

@ (Fn)) = (ez(fn)) = (fo (%)) converges to 7,(9) = e,(9) = g(2)
In other words, fn =9 with respect to T iff lim f, () = g(x), Ve €X
i.e. iff (f,) converges pointwise to g.

Method 2.
(i) o (ii): Let x; be an arbitrary point in X and let G be an open subset of Y containing g(z),
i.e. g(xy) € G. Then

g€ F(x,G) = {FeEFXY): flzy) € G}
and so F(2,, G) is a T-open subset of F(X,Y) containing g. By (i), (f,) converges to g with respect
to T; hence
A €N suchthat =n>n, > f,€F(zy,G)
Accordingly, n>n > fLHLE)EG > lim f,(x) = g(z)
n=+x

But x, was arbitrary; hence (f,) converges pointwise to g.

(ii) > (i): Let F(z),, G) = {f:f(xy) € G} be any member of the defining subbase for T which
contains g. Then g(x,) € G. By (ii), (f,) converges pointwise to g; hence

I nEN suchthat #n>ny > f,(%) €G

and so n>ny, > RME€Fx,G > (fy) T-converges to g

UNIFORM CONVERGENCE

6. Prove Proposition 15.4: Let (fi,f2 ...) be a sequence of continuous functions from
a topological space X into a metric space Y, and let (f,) converge uniformly to g: X > Y.
Then g is continuous.

Solution:
Let ;€ X and let ¢> 0. Then g is continuous at z, if 3 an open set G C X containing z,

such that
reG@ > d(g(®),g9(%)) <e
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Now (f,) converges uniformly to g, and so

ImEN  suchthat d(f,(2),9(®) <4y VEEX

Hence, by the Triangle Inequality,
d(g(ac), g(wo)) = d(g(w)’fm(w)) + d(fm(w)gfm(wo)) + d(fm(wo);g(wo)) < d(fm(w)’fm(wo)) + %5
Since f,, is continuous, 3 an open set G C X containing %, such that

ZEG D dfn@) fn(@) <}k andso 2EG > dg(®),gx)) < e

Thus ¢ is continuous.

7. Let (fi,f2 ...) be a sequence of real, continuous functions defined on [a,b] and con-
verging uniformly to ¢: [a,b] > R. Show that
b

lim fax)de = f g(x) dx

Observe (Problem 1) that this statement is not true in the case of pointwise convergence.

Solution:
Let ¢ > 0. We need to show that

AnEN such that n>ny > < €

f:f,.(w)dw - f: g(x) de

Now (f,) converges uniformly to g, and so 3n; € N such that

n>n > |f.@) —g®)| <ed—a), VzEa,bd

fb fulw) dw — fb o(w) do

Hence, if n > n,,

b
f (n(@) — (@) do

b
= | Ifae)~ glo)] a0

b
< f ef(b—a)de = e

8. Prove Theorem 15.5: Let (fi,f2 ...) be a sequence in B(X,Y) with metric
e(f,9) = sup {d(f(z),9(x)): © € X}

Then the following are equivalent: (i) (f.) converges to g € F(X,Y) with respect to e.
(ii) (fa) converges uniformly to g.

Solution:
(i) = (ii): Let ¢> 0. Since (f,) converges to g with respect to e,

I nEN such that n>n; > elf,g9) <e
Therefore,

n>ng > d(fa(®),9@) = sup {d(f,(®)g(®): # €EX} = e(fn9)<e VEEX

that is, (f,) converges uniformly to g.

(ii) > (i): Let e > 0. Since (f,) converges uniformly to g,
InEN such that n>ny > df,(x),9®) <e2 VazeX

Therefore, n>ny > sup {d(f,(2),9@):xE X} = /2 < e

that is, n > n, implies e(f,, g) <e, and so (f,) converges to g with respect to e.
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THE FUNCTION SPACE ([0,1]

9.

10.

11.

12,

Prove Proposition 15.6: Let f: /- R be continuous on 7/ = [0,1]. Then for every ¢ > 0,
15=25( >0 suchthat |z—¥y| <8 > [f(x)—Ff(y) <e

i.e. f is uniformly continuous.

Solution:
Let ¢ > 0. Since f is continuous, for every p € I,
35,>0 suchthat Je—p/<s, > [f®—fp)<ie (1)
For each p€ I, set S, = In(p— 18, p+13,). Then {S,:p€ I} is an open cover of I and, since
I is compact, a finite number of the S, also cover I; say, I = Sl,,1 U-eru Sl’m' Set
§ = 4 min (81’1’ e 8p )

Suppose |[x—y| < 8. Then x € SPk for some k, and so [x — p;] < %Spk <38, and

‘y""pkl = |y_x1+|x_pk| < 8+%81)k = %Spk-{“%spk = Sle

Hence by (1), @) —fp)| < 2e  and  [f(y) — f(p)| < Le

Thus by the Triangle Inequality,
If(x) —F)| = [f(@) — fp)| + floe) —F@)| < de+ de =

Let (f1,fs ...) be a Cauchy sequence in ([0,1]. Show that, for each z,€1=[0,1],
(f1(x0), f2(x0), ...) is a Cauchy sequence in R.

Solution:
Let 2y €I and let ¢ > 0. Since (f,) is Cauchy, A7, E€ N such that

myn>ny > an_.fmll = sup {Ifn(x)_fm(x)lwel} < e
> |fn(x0)_fm(x0)| < e

Hence (f,(x,)) is a Cauchy sequence.

Prove Theorem 15.7: (°[0,1] is a complete normed vector space.

Solution:
Let (fy,f3 -..) be a Cauchy sequence in ([0,1]. Then, for every =z, € I, (f,(%;)) is a Cauchy
sequence in R and, since R is complete, converges. Define g:I->R by g(x) = lim f,(x). Then
N =+ 0

(see Problem 32) (f,) converges uniformly to g. But, by Proposition 15.4, g is continuous, i.e.
g9 € ([0,1]; hence ([0,1] is complete.

Let f € C[0,1] and let ¢ > 0. Show that 3n, €N

and points
Po = (O) E"‘:0/5), « oy

pi = (i/no, ski/5), ey
Pny = (1, ekny/5)

where ko, ..., k., are integers such that, if ¢
is the polygonal arc connecting the p;, then
If—g|| <e (see adjacent diagram). In other
words, the piecewise linear (or polygonal) func-
tions are dense in ([0, 1].
Solution:

Now f is uniformly continuous on [0,1] and so

I nEN such that la—b] =1/ny > |f(a)—f(b)| < ¢/5 (2)
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13.

14.
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Consider the following subset of I X R:
A = (=9 e=1/ng y= ke/5 where 1= 0,...,ny k € Z)}
Choose p; = (%;, ¥;) €A such that ¥, = flz) < y; + /5
Then |f(ee)) — gl@)| = |f(x) — sl < €/ and by (Z), [f(z) — f(®;11)| < €/6

as indicated in the diagram above.
Observe that
g(x;) = glziea)| = lg(@) — Fle)] + 1F@;) —fl@s )|+ [f(@ ) — (@1 )] < e/5+ /5 + /6 = 3e/6
Since g is linear between x; and ;4 4,
i TS w > |9@) —9@)| = o) — g < 3¢/b
Now for any point z%l, Az, satisfying 2, =2 = x,,,. Hence
f(2) — 9(&) = If(z) — flaw)| + [F(2p) — g(@i)| + [9(xr) —9(2)] < /5 + ¢/6+ 3e/5 = ¢

But z was an arbitrary point in I; hence ||f —g|| <.

Let m be an arbitrary positive integer and let A. C ([0,1] consist of those functions f
with the property that

ixoe[O,l——l—J such that |[@th — f@I|_ Vhe<0,~1~>
m h m

Show that A, is a closed subset of ([0,1]. (Notice that every function f in ([0, 1] which
is differentiable at a point belongs to some A., for m sufficiently large.)

Solution:
Let g€ A,. We want to show that g€ A, ie. A, =A4,. Since g€ A4,, there exists a
sequence (fy,fs, ...) in A, converging to g. Now for each f; there exists a point x; such that

x; € l:o, 1— l:| and | fiE TR — fil@)
m

h
But (x,) is a sequence in a compact set [0, 1-— l:| and so has a subsequence (win) which converges

1
to, say, %€ |:0, 1 —%}.

=m, Vhe<0,i> (1)
m

Now f, =g implies f,-n - g, and so (Problem 30), passing to the limit in (Z), gives

glwo+h) ~ gl Vh€<0,l>
h m

Hence g€ A, and A,, is closed.

Let A, C (C[0,1] be defined as in Problem 13. Show that A. is nowhere dense in
clo. 1].
Solution:

A., is nowhere dense in ([0,1] iff int (A,) =int(4,) = Q.
Let S = S(f,8) be any open sphere in ([0,1]. We claim that
S contains a point not belonging to 4,,, and so int(4,,) = Q.

By Problem 12, there exists a polygonal arc p € ([0,1]
such that |[|f —p|| < 18. Let g be a saw-tooth function with
magnitude less than 138 and slope sufficiently large (Problem 33).
Then the function A = p+g belongs to ([0,1] but does not
belong to A,. Furthermore,

[f =Rl = [If—pll +]lgl] < L8+ 485 = &

so h &S and the proof is complete.
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15.

16.

17.

Let An C (C[0,1] be defined as in Problem 13. Show that ([0,1] # Uj—; An.
Solution:

Since A,, is nowhere dense in ([0,1], B = U*_, A,, is of the first category. But, by Baire’s
Category Theorem, ([0,1], a complete space, is of the second category. Hence ([0,1] + B.

Prove Proposition 15.8: There exists a continuous function f:[0,1]> R which is
nowhere differentiable.

Solution:
Let f € C[0,1] have a derivative at, say, zy and suppose |f'(z¢)| =¢. Then

flawg + R) — flao)

3>0 such that 7

= t+1, VhE(—ee)

Now choose my €N so that t+1 =mg and 1/my<e Then fE€A, . Thus UZ

m=1 Am contains
all functions which are differentiable at some point of I.

But by the preceding problem, ([0,1] #* Ux~_, A, and so there exists a function in ([0,1] which
is nowhere differentiable.

Prove Theorem (Ascoli) 15.9: Let o4 be a closed subset of ([0,1]. Then the following
are equivalent: (i) ¢4 is compact. (ii) ¢4 is uniformly bounded and equicontinuous.
Solution;

(i) > (ii): Since oA is compact it is a bounded subset of ([0, 1] and is thus uniformly bounded as
a set of functions. Now we need only show that ¢4 is equicontinuous.

Let ¢ > 0. Since cA4 is compact, it has a finite ¢/3-net, say, B = {fy, ..., f;}. Hence, for any f € A4,
3 f;,€B  such that ||f-f,-0|[ = sup {{f(x) —f; @)|: 2 €T} = ¢3
Therefore, for any z,y €I = [0,1],

@) — f@) = @)~ f;, (@) + fi, @) = Fi @) + fig @) — )]

I\

(@) = fiy @) + |fy(@) = fi, )| + iy () — Fw)
= o3 + |fi@~fi,@) + /38 = |fy, (@)= Fi, )] + 2¢/3
Now each f; € B is uniformly continuous and so
15>0 such that le—y| <8 > |file)—fi(w)| <¢€/3

Set § = min{§,,...,8;. Then, for any f € o4,

=yl <5 > |f@—fw)l = Ifi(@) +fi, )] +2/3 < e/3+2/3 = e
Thus ¢4 is equicontinuous.

(ii) > (i): Since 4 is a closed subset of the complete space ([0,1], we need only show that <4

is totally bounded. Let e > 0. Since c4 is equicontinuous,

AnEN such that la—bl < 1/ny > |f(a)—f(b)] <e/5, YV fEA

Now for each f € ¢4, we can construct, by Problem 12, a polygonal arc p; such that |[f—p,| < ¢ and
P; connects points belonging to

A = {(z,y): 2=0,1/np2/ng, ..., 1; ¥y = ne/5, n € Z}

We claim that B = {p;: f € c4} is finite and hence a finite e-net for cA4.

Now A4 is uniformly bounded, and so B is uniformly bounded. Therefore only a finite number of
the points in A will appear in the polygonal arcs in B. Hence there can only be a finite number of
arcs in B. Thus B is a finite e-net for ¢4, and so ¢4 is totally bounded.
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COMPACT CONVERGENCE

18.

19.

20.

Let (f1, fs, ...} in F(R,R) be defined by g
1 .
fulz) = 1 - Elx[ l.f x| <m I
0 if |xl=mn
Show that (f.) converges uniformly on compacta - "

to the constant function g(x)=1.

Solution:

Let E be a compact subset of R and let 0 <e< 1. Since E is compact, it is bounded; say,
Ec(—M M) for M >0. Now

A nEN such that ng > Mfe, or, M/ng <e

Therefore, n>ny > |[f.(@)—g)| = %|w| <Mny<e Vax€EE

Hence (f,) converges uniformly to g on E.

Show: If ¥ is Hausdorff, then the compact open topology on F(X,Y) is also Hausdorft.
Solution:

Method 1. Let f,g€ F(X,Y) with f+#+ g. Then Ip &€ X such that f(p)+# g(p). Now Y is
Hausdorff, hence 3 open subsets G and H of Y such that f(p) € G, g(p) EH and GnN H = @. Hence

f€FpG), g€ Fp,H) and F(p,G)n F(p,H)=0Q

But the singleton set {p} is compact, and so F(p, G) and F(p, H) belong to the compact open topology
on F(X,Y). Accordingly, #(X,Y) is Hausdorff.

Method 2. The compact open topology is finer than the point open topology, which is Hausdorff
since T, is a product invariant property. Hence the compact open topology is also Hausdorff.

Prove Theorem 15.12: Let (fi1,fs; ...) be a sequence in ((X,Y), the collection of all
continuous functions from a topological space X into a metric space (Y,d). Then the
following are equivalent:
(i) (fa) converges uniformly on compacta to g € C(X, 7).
(ii) (f.) converges to g with respect to the compact open topology T on ((X,Y).
Solution:
i) > dqiy

Let F(E,G) be an open subbase element of T containing g; hence g[E|] C G where E is compact
and G is open. Since g is continuous, g[E| is compact. Furthermore, g[E] N G°= ¢ and so (see

Page 164) the distance between the compact set g[E] and the closed set G¢ is greater than zero; say,
d(g[E], G) = ¢ > 0. Since (f,) converges uniformly on compacta to g,

AnEN such that n>ny > dify(x),9@) <e VrxEE

Therefore, d(f,(x), g[E]) = d(f,(x),9(x)) < ¢ VzEE
and so, for every x € E, f,(x)  G¢. In other words,
n>n > f[E]cG > [,€FEQG
Accordingly, (f,) converges to g with respect to the compact open topology T.
Gi) > )
Let E be a compact subset of X and let ¢ > 0. We want to show that (f,) converges uniformly

on E to g, i.e.,
InEN such that n>ny > df,(x),9x)<e VY2xEE
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Since E is compact and ¢ is continuous, g[E]| is compact. Let B = {p;,...,p;} be a finite ¢/3-net
for g[E]|. Consider the open spheres

Sy = S(p1,¢/3), ..., Sy = S(p,e/3) and Gy = S(py, 2¢/3), ..., Gy = S(py, 2¢/3)
Hence S,cG, ...,S,CG, Furthermore, since B is an e/3-net for 9[E],

g[E)cS;u---uS, andso Ecg-1{§jju---ug1{§)

Now set E,;=Eng'8] andso E =E/ U ---UE, and g[E]cS,cG,

We claim that the E; are compact. For g is continuous and so ¢! [S—'I], the inverse of a closed set, is
closed; hence E; = E n g 1[S||, the intersection of a compact and a closed set, is compact.

Now g¢[E] C G; and so the F(E, G) are T-open subsets of F(X,Y) containing g; hence
ﬂle F(E;, G;) is also a T-open set containing g. But (f,) converges to g with respect to T; hence

37, EN  suchthat 2>n, > f, € NI FE,G) > [.[E|]CGy ..., [1]E]CG,
Now let * € E. Then z & Eio and so, for n > ny,

ful@) € fa[Bi) € Gy > Al (@), py) < 2¢/3

and 9@) Eg[Ey| C Sy = dlg(x),py) =¢/3

i
Therefore, by the Triangle Inequality,

n>n > df, @) 9@) = dify(®),p) + AP 9(*) < 2¢/3+ /3 = ¢ VzEE

FUNCTIONALS ON NORMED SPACES
21. Show that if f is a linear functional on X, then f(0) = 0.

Solution:
Since f is linear and 0 = 0 + 0,

f(0) = f(0+0) = f(0) + f(0)

Adding — f(0) to both sides gives f(0) = 0.

22. Show that a bounded linear functional f on X is uniformly continuous.

Solution:
Let M be a bound for f and let ¢ > 0. Set 8§ = ¢/M. Then

lo—yll <8 = f@—f)l = fe—yi = Milz—yll < e

23. Prove Proposition 15.13: Let f and ¢ be bounded linear functionals on X and let ¢ € R.
Then f+g¢ and c¢+f are also bounded linear functionals on X.

Solution:
Let M and M* be bounds for f and g respectively. Then

f+oet+y = flety) to@ty = fle) +fy) + gk +oy) = F+ole)+ F+9)w)
(f +9)(kx) = flkx) + glkx) = kf(x) + ko(x) = k[f(x)+g9(x)] = k(f+g)(x)
(F+ o)) = |fw)+ o) = [flx) + |9@@)] = M |lx|| + M*||z]] = (M +M*)|[z]

Thus f+ ¢ is a bounded linear functional.
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Furthermore,
(e Nxty) = cflety) = c[fl)+fy)] = cfle)+cfly) = (¢ )Hlx) + (¢ NHy)
(¢ Hkx) = cflkx) = ckf(x) = kef(x) = kc-f)(x)
e N@)| = lef@) = le| [fx)] = [e[(M(lz])) = (e[ M) [[ff

and so c¢+f is a bounded linear functional.

24. Prove Proposition 15.14: The following function on X* is a norm:
Il = sup {f(x)|/l]z]] : =+ 0}
Solution:
If f=0, then f(x) =0, Vo€ X, and so |{f|]| = sup{0} = 0. If f+ 0, then Fx,# 0 such

that f(xy) # 0, and so
Ifll = sup {f@)|/ll2]]} = [f(zo)l/l]zol] > 0
Thus the axiom [N,] (see Page 118) is satisfied.

Now k£l = sup {{(k-N@)/llxll} = sup {k[F@)]I/I=[]}
= sup {&[f@)/ll]} = (&l sap {f@iMll} = [kl 1]}
Hence axiom [N,] is satisfied.
Furthermore,
If+gll = sup {|f(@)+g@)/|=ll} = sup {(f(@)]+ |g@))/|lxll}
= sup {f@)|/||=|[} + sup {g@)/ll|l} = [Ifll + llgl|

and so axiom [N3] is satisfied.

Supplementary Problems

CONVERGENCE OF SEQUENCES OF FUNCTIONS

25. Let (fy,f5,...) be the sequence of real-valued functions with domain I = [0,1] defined by
Fo(@) = a/n.

(i)  Show that {(f,) converges pointwise to the constant function g(x) =0, ie. for every x €1,
lim f,(x) = 0.
N = oo

. . d d ..
(i1) Show that il_{nw an falx) +# e '11_{1100 o)
26. Let (fy, fs ...) be a sequence of real-valued differentiable functions with domain [a,b] which con-

verge uniformly to g. Prove: d
o jl_{nw fal®) = j’_{“w 2z @)

(Observe, by the preceding problem, that this result does not hold in the case of pointwise convergence.)
27. Let f,: R— R be defined by

falw) = 7

0 if || =n

(i) Show that (f,) does not converge uniformly to the
constant function g(x) = 1.

(ii) Prove that (f,) converges uniformly on compacta
to the constant function g(x) = 1. —1
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28. Let (fy,f3, ...) be the sequence of functions with domain fz
I =1[0,1] defined by f,(x) = nx(l — x)~. f3

(i) Show that (f,) converges pointwise to the constant func-
tion g(x) = 0. %

(ii) Show that (f,) does not converge uniformly to g(x) = 0.

(iii) Show that, in this case,

. t 1
lim . fao@)de = -fo |:11m f,,(x)} dx 0‘

1 T
n=+ % N =+ 0 % i %_ 1
n+1

29. Let (fy,fs,...) be the sequence in F#(R,R) defined by f,(x) = -

x.

(i) Show that (f,} converges uniformly on compacta to the function g(xz) = .

(ii) Show that (f,) does not converge uniformly to g(x) = x.

30. Let (f{,f2,...) be a sequence of (Riemann) integrable functions on I = [0,1]. The sequence (f,) is
said to converge in the mean to the function g if
1
lim lfo(x) — g(x)2de = 0
N = o 0

(i) Show that if (f,) converges uniformly to g, then (f,) converges in the mean to g.

(i)  Show, by a counterexample, that convergence in the mean does not necessarily imply pointwise
convergence.

THE FUNCTION SPACE ([0,1]
31. Show that ([a, b] is isometric and hence homeomorphic to ([0, 1].

32. Prove: Let (f,) converge to g in ([0,1] and let «x, = %, Then lim f,(x,) = g(xy)-
N = 00
33. Let p be a polygonal arc in (C[0,1] and let § > 0. Show that
there exists a sawtooth function g with magnitude less than
18, ie. [|g]| < 48, such that p+g does not belong to 4, p
(see Problem 14).

34. Let (f,) be a Cauchy sequence in ([0,1] and let (f,) converge
pointwise to g. Then (f,) converges uniformly to g.

UNIFORM CONTINUITY

35. Show that f(x) = 1/x is not uniformly continuous on the open interval (0, 1).
36. Define uniform continuity for a function f: X - Y where X and Y are arbitrary metric spaces.

37. Prove: Let f be a continuous function from a compact metric space X into a metric space Y. Then
f is uniformly continuous.

FUNCTIONALS ON NORMED SPACES

38. Let f be a bounded linear functional on a normed space X. Show that

sup {|f(@)|/]|x|]] : ®# 0} = inf {M: M is a bound for f}
39. Show that if f is a continuous linear functional on X then f is bounded.

40. Prove: The dual space X* of any normed space X is complete.






APPENDIX

Properties of the Real Numbers

FIELD AXIOMS

The set of real numbers, denoted by R, plays a dominant role in mathematics and, in
particular, in analysis. In fact, many concepts in topology are abstractions of properties
of sets of real numbers. The set R can be characterized by the statement that R is a
complete, Archimedian ordered field. In this appendix we investigate the order relation
in R which is used in defining the usual topology on R (see Chapter 4). We now state the
field axioms of R which, with their consequences, are assumed throughout the text.

Definition:| A set F' of two or more elements, together with two operations called addi-

tion (+ ) and multiplication (-), is a field if it satisfies the following axioms:
[Ai] Closure: a,beF => a+belF
[A:] Associative Law: a,b,c € F = (¢+Dd)+c=a+(b+¢)
[As] (Additive) Identity: 30 € F such that 0+a=a¢+0=0a, VaEF
[A:] (Additive) Inverse: a&€F = dA-a&F suchthat ¢+ (—a)=(—-a)+a =0
[As5] Commutative Law: e, b€ F => a+b=b+a
[M:] Closure: a,bEF => a-beEF
[M;] Associative Law: a,b,¢c € F = (a*b)¢c = a*(b+¢)
[M:] (Multiplicative) Identity: 31 € F, 1+ 0 suchthat 1:¢ = a1 = a, Va€F
[Mi] (Multiplicative) Inverse: ¢ €F,a+0 > e '€F suchthat ¢*a”'=a'a=1
[M;] Commutative Law: a¢,b € F = a*b=0>b-a
[D:] Left Distributive Law: a,b,c € F = a+(b+¢) = a*b + a-c¢
[D:] Right Distributive Law: a,b,c € F = (b+c¢)*a = ba + ¢*a

Here 3 reads “there exists”, ¥ reads ‘“for every”, and = reads “implies”.

The following algebraic properties of the real numbers fdllow directly from the field
axioms.

Proposition A.1: Let F' be a field. Then:
(i)  The identity elements 0 and 1 are unique.
(ii) The following cancellation laws hold:
1) a+b=a+¢c > b=¢, (2 ab=ac,a+0=> b=c
(ili) The inverse elements —a and a~! are unique.
(iv) For every a,b €F,
(1) a:0=0, (2) a*(~b)=(—a)-b=—(ab), (3) (-a):(~b)=a-b

Subtraction and division (by a non-zero element) are defined in a field as follows:

b—a = b+ (—a) and %Eb-a“

225



226 PROPERTIES OF THE REAL NUMBERS [APPENDIX

Remark: A non-empty set together with two operations which satisfy all the axioms of
a field except possibly [Ms;], [Mi] and [M;] is called a ring. The set Z of
integers under addition and multiplication, for example, is a ring but not
a field.

REAL LINE

We assume the reader is familiar with the geometric representation of R by means of
points on a straight line as in the figure below. Notice that a point, called the origin, is
chosen to represent 0 and another point, usually to the right of 0, is chosen to represent 1.
Then there is a natural way to pair off the points on the line and the real numbers, i.e.
each point will represent a unique real number and each real number will be represented
by a unique point. For this reason we refer to R as the real line and use the words point
and number interchangeably.

-V3 V2

The real line R

SUBSETS OF R
The symbols Z and N are used to denote the following subsets of R:
Z =9 ..,-3,-2,-10123,...}, N=1{1,223,4,...}
The elements in Z are called rational integers or, simply, integers; and the elements in N
are called positive integers or natural numbers.

The symbol Q is used to denote the set of rational numbers. The rational numbers
are those real numbers which can be expressed as the ratio of two integers provided the

second IS non-zero:
Q = (x€R:zx=p/qg; p,g €L, ¢+ 0)

Now each integer is also a rational number since, e.g., —5 =5/—1; hence Z is a subset
of Q. In fact we have the following hierarchy of sets:
NCZCQCR

The irrational numbers are those real numbers which are not rational; thus Q¢ the

complement (relative to R) of the set Q of rational numbers, denotes the set of irrational
numbers. ‘

POSITIVE NUMBERS

Those numbers to the right of 0 on the real line R, i.e. on the same side as 1, are the
positive numbers; those numbers to the left of 0 are the negative numbers. The following
axioms completely characterize the set of positive numbers:

[Pi] If a €R, then exactly one of the following is true: a is positive, =0, —a is
positive.

[P:] If a,b €R are positive, then their sum a +b and their product a-b are also
positive.

It follows that a is positive if and only if —a is negative.
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Example 1.1: We show, using only [P,] and [P;], that the real number 1 is positive. By [P;],
either 1 or —1 is positive. Assume that —1 is positive and so, by [P,], the product
(—1)(—1) = 1 is also positive. But this contradicts [P,] which states that 1 and —1
cannot both be positive. Hence the assumption that —1 is positive is false, and

Example 1.2: The real number —2 is negative. For, by Example 1.1, 1 is positive and so, by
[P.], the sum 1+ 1 = 2 is positive. Therefore, by [P;], —2 is not positive, i.e.

PROPERTIES OF THE REAL NUMBERS

1 is positive.

—2 is negative,

Example 1.3: We show that the product a+b of a positive number a and a negative number b
is negative. For if b is negative then, by [P;], —b is positive and so, by [P;], the
product a-(—b) is also positive. But a+(—b) = —(a*b). Thus —(a*b) is positive
and so, by [P}, ¢+ b is negative.

ORDER

We define an order relation in R, using the concept of positiveness.

Definition:

Geometrically speaking, if a < b then the point a on the real line lies to the left of

The real number a is less than the real number b, written a < b,
difference b -—-a is positive.

the point b.
The following notation is also used:
b>a, read b is greater than a, means a < b
a=0b, read a is less than or equal to b, means a<b or a=2>

=q, read b is greater than or equal to @, means a =20

Example 2.1: 2<5b —6= -3, 4=4; 5> —8
Example 2.2;: A real number x is positive iff « > 0, and z is negative iff = < 0.
Example 2.3: The notation 2 < x <7 means 2 <x and also x < T, hence x will lie between

2 and 7 on the real line.

The axioms [P:] and |P:] which define the positive real numbers are used to prove
the following theorem.

Theorem A.2: Let a, b and ¢ be real numbers. Then:

(i)

(if)

either a <b, a=0b or b <a;
if a<b and b <c¢, then a <c;

(iii) if @ < b, then a+c¢ <D +c¢;

(iv)
v)

if a <b and ¢ is positive, then ac < be; and
if a <b and ¢ is negative, then ac > be.

Corollary A.3: The set R of real numbers is totally ordered by the relation a =b.

ABSOLUTE VALUE
The absolute value of a real number z, denoted by |z|, is defined by

J x if =0

[« = 1~x if xt<0

Observe that the absolute value of any number is always non-negative, ie. |2|=0 for

every x € R.
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Geometrically speaking, the absolute value of z is the distance between the point «

on the real line and
two points a,b € R

Example 3.1:

Example 3.2:

Example 3.3:

the origin, i.e. the point 0. Furthermore, the distance between any
is '‘a—=bl = 'b—al.

-2 =2, 71 =7, '~ =7 V2| =V2
3-8 = |-5/ =5 and [8—3/ =15/ =5

The statement 'xz| < 5 can be interpreted to mean that the distance between z
and the origin is less than 5; hence x must lie between —5 and 5 on the real line.
In other words,

x| < & and —5<x <5

have identical meaning and, similarly,
x| =5 and 5= =5
have identical meaning.

The graph of the function f(x)=|x,, i.e. the absolute value function, lies entirely in
the upper half plane since f(x) =0 for every x € R (see diagram below).

31

Graph of f(x) = |«

The central facts about the absolute value function are the following:

Proposition A4: Let a,b and ¢ be real numbers. Then:

(

(
(
(
(

i) |a|=0, and |al =0 iff a=0;
if) [ab| = [a][bl;

iii) la+ 0] = |a| + |b};

iv) ja—b] = |la] —|b]|; and

v) Ja—e¢l = Jla—bl+|b—c¢l

LEAST UPPER BOUND AXIOM
Chapter 14 discusses the concept of completeness for general metric spaces. For the

real line R, we may
axiom:

use the definition: R is complete means that R satisfies the following

[LUB] (Least Upper Bound Axiom): If A4 is a set of real numbers bounded from above,

Example 4.1:

then A has a least upper bound, i.e. sup (4) exists.

The set Q of rational numbers does not satisfy the Least Upper Bound Axiom.
For let

A = {g€Q:q¢>0, ¢2<2)
i.e., A consists of those rational numbers which are greater than 0 and less than
\/E. Now A is bounded from above, e.g. 5 is an upper bound for A. But A does
not have a least upper bound, i.e. there exists no rational number m such that
m = sup (A). Observe that m cannot be \/E since V2 does not belong to Q.
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We use the Least Upper Bound Axiom to prove that R is Archimedean ordered:

Theorem (Archimedean Order Axiom) A.5: Theset N={1,2,8,...} of positive integers
is not bounded from above.

In other words, there exists no real number which is greater than every positive
integer. One consequence of this theorem is:

Corollary A.6: There is a rational number between any two distinet real numbers.

NESTED INTERVAL PROPERTY

The nested interval property of R, contained in the next theorem, is an important
consequence of the Least Upper Bound Axiom, i.e. the completeness of R.

Theorem (Nested Interval Property) A.7: Let I, = [a, b1, I = [asb:], ... be a se-
quence of nested closed (bounded) intervals,
ie. 1 DI,D .... Then there exists at least
one point common to every interval, i.e.

ne, L # 9

It is necessary that the intervals in the theorem he closed and bounded, or else the
theorem is not true as seen by the following two examples.

Example 5,1: Let A, A, ... be the following sequence of open-closed intervals:
Al:(o’l]; AZ:(071/2], They Ak:(o,llk]y v

Now the sequence of intervals is nested, i.e. each interval contains the succeeding
interval: A; D Ay, D -+, But the intersection of the intervals is empty, i.e.,

ANAy,n - NANn- =9

Thus there exists no point common to every interval.

Example 5.2: Let A,,A,, ... be the following sequence of closed infinite intervals:
A =[1,=), 4= [2=), ..., A = [k, =),
Now A, D A, D ---, lie, the sequence of intervals is nested. But there exists no
point common to every interval, i.e.,
AlNAyn-nAn- = Q@

Solved Problems

FIELD AXIOMS
1. Prove Proposition A.1(iv): For every a,b €F,
(1) @0 =0, (2) a(=b) =(-a)b =—adb, (3) (—a)(=b)=ab

Solution:
(1) a0 = a(0+0) = a0 +-a0. Adding —a0 to both sides gives 0 = a0.

(2) 0 =a0 = a(b+(—b)) = ab + a(—b). Hence a(—b) is the negative of ab, that is, a(—b) = — ab.
Similarly, (—a)b = —ab.
(8) 0 = (—a)0 = (—a}b+(-b) = (—a)b + (—a)(—b) = —ab + (—a)(—b). Adding ab to both sides

gives ab = (~a)(—bd).
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Show that multiplication distributes over subtraction in a field F, i.e. a(b—¢) = ab —aec.
Solution: ab—¢) = a(b+(—¢)) = ab+ a(—c) = ab + (~—ac) = ab — ac

Show that a field F' has no zero divisors,ie. ¢ab=0 > a=0 or b=0.

Solution:
Suppose ab =0 and ¢+ 0. Then a~1 exists andso b =1b = (a"1a)b = a~1(ab) = a~10 = 0.

INEQUALITIES AND POSITIVE NUMBERS

4.

Rewrite so that x is alone between the inequality signs:
(i) 3 <2x~5 <7, (i) 7T<-2x+3 <5.

Solution:
We use Theorem A.2:

(1) By (iii), we can add 5 to each side of 3 < 2x—5 < 7 to get 8 < 2z < 12. By (iv), we can
multiply each side by ! to obtain 4 < 2 < 6.

(ii) Add —3 to each side to get —10 < —22 < 2. By (v), we can multiply each side by —§ and
reverse the inequalities to obtain —1 < x <5.

Prove that } is a positive number.

Solution:
By [P,], either —} is positive or 1 is positive. Suppose — & is positive and so, by [P;l],
(—3) + (=4 = —1 is also positive. But by Example 1.1, 1 is positive and not —1. Thus we have a

contradiction, and so 1 is positive.

Prove Theorem A.2(ii): If a <D and b <e¢, then a<ec.

Solution:
By definition, @ < b means b — a is positive; and b < ¢ means ¢—b is positive. Now, by
[P,], the sum (b—a)+ (¢c—b) = ¢ — a is positive and so, by definition, a <ec.

Prove Theorem A.2(v): If a <b and c is negative, then ac > be.

Solution:

By definition, @ < b means b—a is positive. By [P], if ¢ is negative then —c is positive, and
so, by [P,], the product (b—a)(—¢) = ac—bec is also positive. Hence, by definition, bec < ac or,
equivalently, ac > be.

Determine all real numbers « such that (x —1)(x +2) < 0.

Solution:

We must find all values of « such that y = (z — 1)(x + 2) +2
is negative. Since the product of two numbers is negative
iff one is positive and the other is negative, y is negative if I

(i) 2—1 <0 and 2+2 > 0, or (ii) «—1 > 0 and
x+2<0. If «~1>0 and «+2 <0, then x> 1 and
x < —2  which is impossiblee. Thus y is negative iff
2~1<0 and +2 >0, or <1 and x> —2, that is,
if —2<ax<1.

Observe that the graph of y = (x —1)(x 4+ 2) crosses
the z-axis at « =1 and x = —2 (as shown on the right).
Furthermore, the graph lies below the z-axis iff ¥ is nega-
tive, that is, iff -2 < a2 < 1.

[T
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ABSOLUTE VALUES

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Evaluate: (i) [1-38| + [-7|, (ii) |-1—4| — 8 — [3=5|, ii) [|-2] — |-6]].
Solution:

(iy [1-38]+ -7 =2/ + -7 = 2+7 =9

(i) |-1—4/—-8—-8-5] = |-5]-8—-|-2 =65—-83—-2 =0

(iii) [[|-2] = [-6]f = [2—6] = |4 = 4

H

i

Rewrite without the absolute value sign: (i) [x —2| <5, (i) 2z +3] < 7.

Solution:
(i) —bH<ae—2<b or 3< <7

(i) —7<2x4+3<7 or -10<2x <4 or -6 <2 <2

Rewrite using the absolute value sign: (i) —2 <2 <6, (ii) 4 <z < 10.

Solution:
First rewrite each inequality so that a number and its negative appear at the ends of the
inequality:

(i) Add —2 to each side of —2 < 2 < 6 to obtain —4 < x—2 < 4 which is equivalent to

e — 2| < 4.
(i) Add —7 to each side of 4 < # < 10 to obtain —8 < x—7 < 3 which is equivalent to
e — 7| < 3.

Prove Proposition A.4(iii). la +b| = |a| + |b|.

Solution:
Method 1.
Since |a| = *a, —la|] = a = |a|; also —|b| = b = |b]. Then, adding,
—(la| + b)) = a+b = |a| + [b]
Therefore, la +8 = |la| + |8 = |a| + |9

since |a| + |b] = 0.

Method 2.
Now ab = |ab| = |a| |b| implies 2ad = 2 |a||b|, and

(@+0)? = a*+2ab + b2 = o+ 2|af[b] + b2 = [a]> + 2]a| [b] + [b]> = (la| + [b])2

wn

(o]

But V(e + 8)2 = |a+b| and so, by the square root of the above, |a+b| = |a| + [b].

Prove Proposition A.4(v): |a—¢| = la—b| + [b—¢|.

Solution: la—¢l = [(@=b) +(b—=c)| = |a—b] + |b—¢

LEAST UPPER BOUND AXIOM

14.

Prove Theorem (Archimedean Order Axiom) A.5: The subset N = {1,2,3,...} of R
is not bounded from above.

Solution:
Suppose N is bounded from above. By the Least Upper Bound Axiom, sup(N) exists, say
b = sup(N). Then b —1 is not an upper bound for N and so

A n,EN such that b~1<mg or b<my+1

But ny € N implies ng+1 E N, and so b is not an upper bound for N, a contradiction. Hence N is
not bounded from above.
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15. Prove: Let a and b be positive real numbers. Then there exists a positive integer
no € N such that b <moa. In other words, some multiple of a is greater than b.
Solution:

Suppose n, does not exist, that is, na < b for every m € N. Then, since a is positive, n < b/a

for every m € N, and so b/a is an upper bound for N. This contradicts Theorem A.5 (Problem 14),
and so n, does exist.

16. Prove: If a is a positive real number, i.e. 0 <a, then there exists a positive integer
7o € N such that 0 < 1/mns < a.
Solution:
Suppose n, does not exist, i.e. @ = 1/n for every m € N. Then, multiplying both sides by the
positive number n/a, we have n = 1/a for every n € N. Hence N is bounded by 1/a, an impossibility.
Consequently, n, does exist,

17. Prove Corollary A.6: There is a rational number g between any two distinct real
numbers a and b,
Solution:

One of the real numibers, say a, is less than the other, ie, a < b. If a is negative and b is
positive, then the rational number 0 lies between them, ie. ¢ <0 < b. We now prove the corollary
for the case where o and b are both positive; the case where a and b are negative is proven similarly,
and the case where a or b is zero follows from Problem 16,

Now a < b means d— a is positive and so, by the preceding problem,
A ngEN such that 0<1/nyg<b—a or a+(1/ny) <b
We claim that there is an integral multiple of ny which lies between a and b. Notice that 1/n, < b

since 1/ny < a+ (1/ny) < b. By Problem 15, some multiple of 1/n; is greater than b, Let mg be the
least positive integer such that mg/n; = b; hence (my—1)/ny < b. We claim that

m() - 1
a < < b
Ry
my — 1 my — 1 1 My 1
Otherwise ° = q and so — = — = g4+ —< b
o Mo "o Mo Mo

which contradicts the definition of mgy. Thus (mg— 1)/ny is a rational number between a and b.

NESTED INTERVAL PROPERTY

18. Prove Theorem A.7 (Nested Interval Property): Let Iy = [a,, bi], I = [az, bs], ... be
a sequence of nested closed (bounded) intervals, i.e. I, DIz D ---. Then there exists
at least one point common to every interval,

Solution:
Now I, DI, D +++ implies that ¢, =a; = - and -+ = b, =b,., We claim that

ay, < b, forevery mmEN

for, m >n implies a, < b, =b, and m =n implies a, = a, <b,. Thus each b, is an upper
bound for the set A = {a;,ay ...} of left end points. By the Least Upper Bound Axiom of R,
sup (A) exists; say, p = sup(4). Now p =b,, for every n €N, since each b, is an upper bound
for A and p is the least upper bound. Furthermore, a, = p for every » €N, since p is an upper
bound for A = {a;,ay, ...}. But

a,=p=b, > pel, = [ambnl

Hence p is common to every interval.

19. Suppose, in the preceding problem, that the lengths of the intervals tend to zero,
ie. lim (b,—a, = 0. Show that there would then exist exactly one point common

Nn=r 0

to every interval. Recall that lim (bo—a,) = 0 means that, for every >0,

N=

A7 €N suchthat #n>ny 2 (ba—an) <e
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Solution ;
Suppose p, and p, belong to every interval. If p;+p,, then |p;—py = § > 0. Since

lim (b, ~a,) = 0, there exists an interval I"o = [a”"o’ b"o] such that the length of In0 is less than

T = O

the distance [p; ~py| = § between p; and p;. Accordingly, p, and p, cannot both belong to I,,, a

contradiction. Thus p; = p,, i.e. only one point can belong to every interval.

Supplementary Problems

FIELD AXIOMS

20. Show that the Right Distributive Law [D,] is a consequence of the Left Distributive Law [D,] and
the Commutative Law [Mj;].

21, Show that the set Q of rational numbers under addition and multiplication is a field.

22, Show that the following set A of real numbers under addition and multiplication is a field:

A = {a+b/2: a,b rational}

23. Show that the set 4 = {...,—4,-2,0,2,4,...} of even integers under addition and multiplication
satisfies all the axioms of a field except [M3], [M4] and [M;], that is, is a ring.

INEQUALITIES AND POSITIVE NUMBERS
24. Rewrite so that x is alone between the inequality signs:
(i) 4 < -2 <10, (i) -1 <2x—83<5, (i) -83<b6—-22<T.

25. Prove: The product of any two negative numbers is positive,
26, Prove Theorem A.2(iii); If a < b, then a+c < b+e
27. Prove Theorem A.2(iv): If a < b and ¢ is positive, then ac < be.

28. Prove Corollary A.3: The set R of real numbers is totally ordered by the relation a = b.

<

L)
oo

29, Prove: If a < b and ¢ is positive, then: (i) , o (11) %<

[SIEY

.

30. Prove: Vab = (a+ b)/2. More generally, prove v @0y 0, = (@ +ag+ -+ +a,)/n
31, Prove: Let a and b be real numbers such that « < b+ ¢ for every € > 0. Then a = b.

32, Determine all real values of x such that: (i) x3+22—6x > 0, (ii) (x—1)(x+3)2 = 0.

ABSOLUTE VALUES
33. Evaluate: (i) |-2| + |1—4|, (i) 3-8/ —[1—9|, (i) ||-4] —[2—17]].

34. Rewrite, using the absolute value signm: (1) ~83<2<9, () 2=g=8, (i) ~-T<z<-L

35. Prove: (i) |—a| =la|, (i) a2 =|al|?, (iii) |e| = Va2 (iv) |2|<a if —a<2z<a.
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36, Prove Proposition A.4(ii): |ab] = |al |b].

37. Prove Proposition A.4(iv): ||al — |b]| = |a—bl.

LEAST UPPER BOUND AXIOM

38. Prove: Let A be a set of real numbers bounded from below. Then A has a greatest lower bound,
ie. inf (A) exists.

39. Prove: (i) Let x € R such that %2 < 2; then 3n € N such that (x+ 1/»)2 < 2.
(ii) Let x € R such that x2 > 2; then 3% € N such that (x— 1/#n)2 > 2.

40. Prove: There exists a real number @ € R such that o2 = 2,
41. Prove: Between any two positive real numbers lies a number of the form %, where r is rational.

42. Prove: Between any two real numbers there is an irrational number.

Answers to Supplementary Problems
24, (i) H<x<~-2 (i) 1 <2<4 (i) -1 <z<4
82. (i) —3<2<0 or 2>2 ie € (=30 U(2®) (i) z=1
33. () b (if) -3 (1ih 1

34, (i) |[¢—3| <6 (i) |e—5 =38 (i) |[»+4/ <3
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Equality,

of functions, 17

of sets, 1
Equicontinuity, 211
Equivalence,

class, 6

relation, 6
Equivalent,

metrics, 115

sets, 32

topologically, 100
Euclidean,

metric, 117

norm, 118

space, 22, 117

Evaluation mapping (function), 207

Extended real line, 156
Extension of a function, 18
Exterior, 70

Family, 2

Field axioms, 225

Filter, 140

Finer topology, T1

Finite,
intersection property, 153
sets, 1, 32

First,
axiom of countability, 131
category, 198
countable space, 131
element, 36

Follows, 35

Funection, 17
projection, 19
set, 20
space, 207

Functionals, 213

Graph, 17
Greatest lower bound, 36

Hausdorff space, 131
Heine-Borel theorem, 49, 58, 151
Hereditary property, 133
Hilbert,

cube, 129

space, 117
Homeomorphic spaces, 100
Homeomorphism, 100
Homotopic, 185
Homotopy, 185

INDEX

Identity,

function, 18

relation, 6
Image, 17, 20
Inclusion function, 29
Indexed sets, 19
Indiscrete (topological) space, 66
Induced,

metric, 118

topology, 114
Infimum (inf), 36
Infinite sets, 1, 32
Initial point, 184
Integers, 226
Interior,

function, 99

of a set, 70

point, 47, 53, 69
Intersection, 3, 19
Intervals, 1, 182
Inverse,

function, 18

image, 20

relation, 5
Irrational numbers, 226
Isometric, 116

Kuratowski’s closure axioms, 72

ly-metric, 117
ly-norm, 119
lo-space, 117
Larger,
element, 35
topology, 71
Lattice, 83
Least upper bound, 36
axiom, 228
Lebesgue number, 158
Lexicographically ordered, 35
Limit,
of a sequence, 50, 71
point, 48, 53, 67
Lindelodf,
space, 132, 138
theorems, 132, 135
Linear (vector) space, 22
Linearly ordered, 35
Local base, 89
Locally,
compact, 155
connected, 183
Lower,
bound, 36
limit topology, 88

Mapping, 17
Maximal element, 36
Meager, 198
Member, 1
Metric, 111
product space, 171
space, 114
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subspace, 114

topology, 114
Metrizable, 1156
Metrization problem, 116
Minimal element, 36
Minkowski’s inequality, 126

N, positive integers, 2, 226
Natural,
numbers, 226
order, 35
Negative numbers, 226
Neighborhood, 70
Nested,
interval property, 229, 232
local base, 131
Net, 140, 157
Non-denumerable, 33
Norm, 118
Normal space, 141
Normed space, 118
Nowhere dense, 70
Null set, 2

One-one function, 18

One-point compactification, 156

One-to-one,
correspondence, 32
function, 18

Onto function, 18

Open,
cover, 1561
disc, 53
function, 99
interval, 1
neighborhood, 67
set, 47, 53, 66
sphere, 113

Order,
inverse, 35
natural, 356
on the real line, 227
partial, 34
topology, 89

Ordered,
linearly, 35
pair,
subsets, 35
totally, 35

Partial order, 34
Partition, 7
Path, 184
Plane, 4
Point open topology, 207
Pointwise convergence, 208
Positive,
integers, 226
numbers, 226
Power,
of the continuum, 33
set, 3

INDEX

Product,
Cartesian, 19
invariant, 170
metric space, 171
of functions, 18
set, 4
space, 167
topology, 167
Projection function, 19
Proper subset, 2
Pseudometric, 112

Q, rational numbers, 2, 226
Quotient set, 6

R, real numbers, 2, 225
R™, Euclidean m-space, 117
R”, ls-space, 117
Range,

of a function, 17

of a relation, 5
Rational numbers, 226
Real,

line, 47, 226

numbers, 198
Real-valued functions, 17, 21
Reflexive relation, 6
Region, 185
Regular space, 140
Relation, 6
Relative topology, 72
Restriction of a function, 18
Ring, 226

Schroeder-Bernstein theorem, 33
Second,
axiom of countability, 131
category, 198
countable space, 131
Separable, 132
Separated sets, 180
Separation axioms, 115, 139
Sequence, 32, 49
Cauchy, 51, 195
convergent, 50, 54, 71
of sets, 19
Sequentially,
compact, 154
continuous, 99
Set, 1, 4
Set functions, 20
Simply connected, 186
Smaller,
element, 36
topology, 71
Space,
completely regular, 142
Hausdorff, 131
Lindelof, 132, 138
linear, 22
metric, 114
normal, 141
normed, 118
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Space (cont.)
regular, 140
topological, 66
Tychonoff, 142
vector, 22

Sphere, 113

Subbase, 88

Subsequence, 51

Subset, 2

Subspace (topological), 72

Supremum (sup), 36

Symmetric relation, 6

Ty-space, 149
T, -space, 139
T,-space, 139
T;-space, 141
T;,,-space, 142
T,-space, 141
Terminal point, 184
Ternary set, 171
Thick, 198
Thin, 198
Topological,
function, 100
property, 100
space, 66
subspace, 72
Topologically equivalent, 100
Topology, 66
of compact convergence, 213
of pointwise convergence, 209
of uniform convergence, 210
Totally,
bounded, 157
disconnected, 192
ordered sets, 35

INDEX

Transcendental numbers, 45
Transitive relation, 6
Triangle inequality, 111
Trivial metric, 111
Tychonoff,
product theorem, 170, 175
product topology, 167
space, 142

Unbounded set, 112
Uniform,
boundedness, 211
continuity, 165
convergence, 209
convergence on compacta, 210
Union, 3, 19
Universal set, 2
Upper,
bound, 36
limit topology, 88
Urysohn,
lemma, 142, 146
metrization theorem, 142, 147
Usual,
metric for real numbers, 111
topology for real numbers, 66

Vector space, 22
Venn diagram, 3

Weaker topology, 71

Weierstrass intermediate value theorem, 53, 64

Z, the integers, 2, 226
Zorn’s lemma, 37
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topological space, 66
metric space, 114
norm, 118

coarser, 71

implies, 7

there exists, 7

for all, 7

(eg. AN B), difference, 3
derived set of A, 67
closure of A, 68
interior of 4, 70
complement of A, 3

Cartesian product, 19

ith projection function, 19
ordered pair, 5

empty set, 2

boundary of A, 70

continuous functions on
[0,1], 111, 210

diameter of A, 112
distance from o to b, 111

discrete topology, 66
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ext (4)

FX, Y)

F(A,B)

inf (A)

int (4)

N,

P(A)

Rm

S(p, 8)
s.t.

sup (4)

exterior of A, 70
evaluation mapping, 207

class of functions from X
into Y, 207

class of functions from A
into B, 211

if and only if
infimum of A, 36
interior of A, 70

the set of positive integers, 2,
226

neighborhood system of p, 70
power set of A4, 3

the set of rational numbers,
2, 226

the set of real numbers, 2,
225

Euclidean m-space, 117
ly-space, 117

open sphere, 113

such that, 7

supremum of A, 36
topology, 66

relative topology on 4, 72
usual topology, 66

the set of integers, 2, 226
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