TR I

M.A. PHILOSOPHY

Time : Two Hours . Maximum : 100 Marks

1. Read the following passage and answer the questions given below :

There are two sources from which our knowledge is draWn : sensibility a.nd understénding.
The first is a;fac'ultryrof 1intuitions: it includes all the sensory states and modifications that
~ empiricists think to be the sole basis of knowledge. The second is a faculty of concepts. Since
_ concépts have to be applied in judgements, this faculty unlike seﬁsibility, is active. It is a
mistake of empiricism, not to have understood this crucial pbint, and to haVe' construed all
concépts of the understanding on the model of sensations. The corresponding mistake of
rationalism is to think of sensation as a kind of confused yaspiratio-n towards conceptual thought.
Thus, Kant summarized the faﬁlou_s dispute betweén Leibniz and Locke in the following way.
“Leibniz intéllectualized appearances, just as Locke sensualized the concepts of understanding.” :
In fact, there are two faculties here, irreducible the one to the other; they can supply objecfively
valid Jjudgements of things only in conjunction with each other.” -

(a) Why does Kant say that judgement requires the joint operation of both sensibility and

understanding ?

(b) Does Kant fully reject the rationalistic position ? If not, what is Kantian position on

rationalism ?

(c) Does»Kant say one has to fully do away with empiricism ? If no, what is his

contention ?
(d) Explain briefly the concepts of Kant.

(20 marks)
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2.‘ Explain briefly the following four.
(a) Bfahmaﬁ and Ma&a.
(h) Pratityasamutpada.
(c) Ahimsa as the highest virtue.
(d) Partyless democracy.
(20 marks)
3. Write shoft notes on 'the'following. :
7 ( é) ‘Apriori and Aposteriori.
(b)  Existence precedes essence.
(c) Necessary and Contingent.
(d) | Reductionism.
A (20 marks)
4 Write short notes on the views of the following four thinkers.
(a) -Aristoﬂe.
(b) Gandhi.
(c) Descartes.

(d) J.S.Mill

(20 marks)

- 5. Write short essays on the following fwo :

(a) The problem of the mind- body relationship is much discussed by the traditional
philosophers. Examine why it remains unresolvable? What is the best argument for the

above issue in your view ?
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1 Read the following passages and answer the questmns given below :

; Tolerance is a virtue, or so many think, Sure, such people have noble motlves different
societies have different morals, they say, and we shouldn’t arrogantly assume that our own morals
are the only correct ones. So “let’s be tolerant of differences. But this sort of universal tolerance
really makes no sense. If you believe a given practice is morally wrong then you shouldn’t tolerate -
it, for that would be to condone it. And if you believe that practice is morally acceptable then you'’re
not “toleratmg it, you're agreeing with it ! So, if you really think a practice is wrong, you should .
think of it as wrong for everyone. Suppose you were a teacher and you awarded different grades
to two identical exams. The students would be outraged. Why ? Because you awarded a difference
in “value”—a different grade—where there was no underlymg difference in “facts "—here, answers—
to Justlfy it. That is clearly wrong.

- But those noble tolerators are ‘doing the same thing. Westerners condemn (for example)
“female genital mutilation” while various others consider it a moral obligation. A tolerator— who
believes it’s wrong but “tolerates” it for others—is effectively granting a difference in “value”: that
practice is Wrong “for us” but acceptable “for them.” But now what is the relevant difference in
facts between the two cases to justify awarding these different values ? There is none. True, different
societies have different beliefs about morality. But suppose someone believes that sex between an
adult and a child is morally acceptable. No matter how nobly tolerant we might be, we wouldn’t
tolerate this person. Why ? Because his simply believing that sex with children is acceptable does .
not make it so. Nor would it be so if this man had a dozen friends who shared his beliefs, or even a
few hundred or thousand, or a whole society. Moral legitimacy is not to be' found in mimbers If
you beheve a practice is wrong, then, have the courage of your convictions : it is wrong for everyone
: You ought not to tolerate the tolerators.

a) Can virtue be contextualized ? Discuss.
b) Do you think that values are based on facts ? Justify your answer.
¢) What can you runderstan'd on ‘universal morality’ from the above passage ?

d) Istolerance a virtue ? Discuss.

(20 marks)
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2. Discuss on the following topicé :

a) The significance of philosophy in the efa of science.

b) The role of religion in the contemporary soc1ety

c) Is democracy an ideal form of governance ?

d) How far humanism is significant in the contemporary society ?

. = " . e : -(20mérks)

3. Comment on the following : | —

a) “The unexamined life is not worth living”.

b) “Man is the measure of all things”.

c) “Concepts without percepts are empty ; percepts without concepts are blind”.

d) “Man is condemned to be free”.

(20 marks)

»

Write _shdrt notes on the folIowing concepts :
&) Logic. |
b) - Aesthetics.
c) ’Ontology; '
d) Morality.
(20 marks)
Write short esséys on t'he following : ‘ = w = -

a) Artificial intelligence has taken up ma_]orlty of the human tasks Do you think that the

art1ﬁc1al intelligence will overrule the human ° ? Discuss.

b) . Criminals are real threat to society. How far capltal punishmént is a solution to this problem
? Discuss.

(20 marks)



